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peculiar Position—£ts Ilive»~.TU Second Grand Division—Persia its Type as to 
Structoro and Appearance—Italy as to Climate, Soil, and Productions—Valleya. 
of the Sacramaito and San Joaquim~.Contrastf between the Fast and Present 
Aspect of the Cotiiitry~Whnt Vancoui^ and Humboldt found It—Its ProfM^y 
under the Missions—Its Productions wider rhdr Kstid>Ii8hment—Riven 
Sacramento and San Joafjuira—The Tributaries of those KWers—Kremont's De¬ 
scription of the Bay of San Francisco and adjoining Country—Its Sij»—Mount 
Diavofb—Ciirysopylie—Vaileys of San Jos6 afid San Juan—Cuestos de los Gatos 
—Quicksilver MUies—Mission of Santa Clam—Strait of Carquincs connects San 
Pablo ami Suisoon Bays—Sonoma—California eompsre<l wKlt Italy—Its nniquo 
Advantages and favourable Geographical Position—Some of Colonel Frenl&nt's 
Opinions combated—The Inftnences of high Behests on Auiliors. 

The great majority of the reading public labour under the 
eiToneous impression, that the celebrated region of Cali¬ 
fornia is confined between the ranges of the Sierra Nevada 
and the coast range mountains, geographically speaking, 
whereas it is bounded on tlie north by Oregon, the forty- 
second degree of north latitude being the boundary line 
between die two territories; on the east by the Rocky 
Mountains and the Sierra de los Mimbres, a continuation 
of the same range; on the south by Sonora and Old or 
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and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. 
i(8«3ttiim9Q0 |«^tgth is seven hundred piles, and its Ineadth 
«loae himdred miles, cotniitising an ari^ of four 

httn^t^^^sand square miles; but only a comparatively 
smalt'^Sidrtifm of this exten.sive ten-itor^ i^!,,fertile or lit tor 
settlement, a mere fraction of diat part lying in tlie Great 
Interior Basin, between die Eocky Mcmutains and die 
Sierra Nevada, being anydiing better dian arid sand deserts, 
covered with artemisia, and wholly incapable of cultivation 
or reclamation; and die border between the coast rimge 
and the ocean being also for the most ])art uninviting to the 
emigrant, except one who sits down in quest of mmemls: 
so diat 1 may say California, projierly speaking, is conlinetl 
to the volleys of die Sacramento and the San Joaquim, 
lying between the west flank of the Sierra Nevada and the 
eastern base of the coast iiingo of uioniitains. 

In the Great l^nsin, the jirincipal rivers ai-e Little and 
Big Sandy, affluents of Green diver; the Humboldt, known 
to trappers as Mary’s River, which, rising near the Utah 
range, loses itself in a lake of its own formation; the Rio 
Colorado or Red River, which has a courac of one thousand 
miles, emptying into die Gulf of Califoniia, imd having for 
its nordiem tributaries Green and Grand Rivers, both of 
considerable .volume, rising in the Rocky Mountains; and 
Sevier, Virgin, and Cila Rivers, which it receives near its 
mouth. The inhospitable region through which die Colo¬ 
rado flows has not been even partially explored, and little 
is known aliout the river save from the vague nairatives of 
adventurous trappers who have penetrated to its banks in 
pursuit of beaver, and describe it as unfit for navigable 
purposes, from the extreme rapidity of its cuirent and the 
stupendous fidls and cafions it passes in its course, running 
for several miles at a time in a series of roaring cataracts, 
so deep between the perpendicular cliffs of mountain pre¬ 
cipices, that even the white foam of its waters is only dimly 
discemible in die gloomy chasms, while its thundering 
voice .is heard for days’ journeys over the oelioless wastes 
of the surrounding deserts. . 

Cui’iosity or science may at some future time stimulate 
private individuals, or those in the employ of government, 
to trace and describe it minutely; but from the nature of 
the tracts inwhidi ite channel lies, its waters, even if navi- 
gable,%ould not be rendered subservient to useful or civiliz- 
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ing ends. TIms Utah cutd Ttmpanagos dtscfaaige thsa^soWes 
into the Utah Lakeh on the east, after gfdbering tiicp' 
copious sti«ams in the adjoining parts of the ’Weh-Satt^ 
and Timpanagos Mountains. Nieolett Rwca-, risii^* south, 
in tlie long range of the Wah-Sateh Mountains, fiifis into 
a lake of its ou'n name, after making an arable valley of 
two hundred miles in length tiirongli a moimtainous coun¬ 
try. fjabnon-trout River, rising in the west; running down 
from the Sicnu Nevada, falls into Pyramid Lake after a 
course of about one hundred miles from its source; one- 
third of tlie valley is a pine-timbered coimtry, and for the 
remainder of its course tlie river runs liirough very rocky 
naked ridges. It is remarkable for tin: abundance and 
excellence of its salmon-trout, and presents some good 
ground for cultivation. Walker River, a clear, hand.some 
stream, nearly one Innulred miles long, coming, like the 
preceding, down the eastern llaak of the Sieira Nevada, 
forms a lake of its own near its base: it also contains 
salmon-trout, and forms some bottoms of good arable loud. 
Owe.n River, issuing from the Sierra Nevada on tlie south, 
is a large and bold stream, about one hundred and twenty 
miles long, gathering its waters in the Sierra Nevada, and, 
flowing to the southward, foniis a take about fifteen miles 
long at tlie base of the moimtain. At a medium stage it 
is four or five tbet deep: in jilaccs fifteen. Its banks are 
wooded witli -willow and cottou-wooil, and it makes con¬ 
tinuous bottoms of fertile land, nmilered marshy at inter¬ 
vals by springs and small iiiflucnts irom the mountains. 
The water of the lake in which it terminates has an un¬ 
pleasant smell and bad taste, but aroniid its shores arc 
found small streams of pure watei-, and good gross. The 
only lakc.s of die Great Basin, except those that consti¬ 
tute the sirdts of their respective rivers, ore Salt, Utah, and 
Pymmid Lakes, which latter takes its name front a very 
lii(^ pyramidical island in its centre. 

“West of the Sierra Nevada (i quote from Colonel Fre¬ 
mont), and between that mountain and the sea, i.s the 
second grand division of California, and die only .port to 
which die n^o .applies, in .the ciuTent langnage of tho 
oountry. It ‘is 'die occupied and inhabited part, ffltd so 
different in character, so divided by the mountain wall of 
the Siena from the Great Basis above, as to constitute a 
region to itself with, a stmetom. gnd. conflgurationl^ soil. 
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R<e&fflate, fHid productions of its own; and as NoiHiem 
Persia may be referred to as some fype of the former, so 
may Ittdy'be referred to as some point of comparison for 
the latter. North and south this region embraces about 
ten degrees of latitude; from thirty-two degiees, where it 
touches the peninsula of California, to forty-two degrees, 
where it bounds Oregon. East and west from the Siena 
Nevada to the sea, it will average, in the middle parts, one 
himdred and fifty miles; in the northern two hundi-ed: 
giving an area of about one hundred thousand square miles. 

“Looking westward from the summit of the Siena, the 
main feature presented is the long, low, broad valley of the 
Sacramento and San Joaquim llivcrs, tlie two valley.s form¬ 
ing one five hundred miles long and fifty broad, lying 
along the base of tlie Sierra, and bounded to the west by 
the low range of coast nioimtains which sepaiatcs it from 
tlie sea. Long dark lines of timber indicate the streams, 
and bright spots mark the intervening plains; lateral ranges, 
parallel to the Sien’a Nevada, and tlie coast, make tlie struc¬ 
ture of tlie country, and break it into a surface of val¬ 
leys and mountains; the valleys being a few hundred, the 
mountains four tliousand feet above the level of the sea. 
Thesfe form greater masses, and become moi’e elevated to 
the nortli, where some peaks, as tlie Shastl, entei- the re¬ 
gions of perpetual snow. Stretched along the mild coast of 
Qie Pacific, widi a general elevation in its plains imd valleys 
of only a few hundred feet above the level of the sea, and 
backed by the long and lofty wall of the Siena Nevada, 
mildness and geniality may be assumed as tlie chaiacter- 
isties of its climate. Q’hc inhabitant of corresponding lati¬ 
tudes on the Atlantic side of the continent can with diflBculty 
conceive the soft air and southeni productions in the same 
latitude in the maritime regions of Upper California. The 
singular beauty and purity of the sky in the soutli of this 
region is characterised by Humboldt as a rare phenomenon, 
and all travellers realise the truth of this description. 

“ The present condition of the country affords but slight 
data for forming correct opinions of the agricultural capa¬ 
city and fertility of the soil. Vcmcouver found,at the Mission 
of San Buenaventura, in 1792, latitude thirty-four degrees 
sixteen minutes, apples, pears, plums, figs, oranges, grapes, 
peaches, and pomegranates growing, together with plantain, 
bonaittL, cocoa-nut, sugar-cane, and indigo, all yielding fruit 
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in abundance, and of (!xcellent qualily. Humboldt^mm- 
tiona the olive oil of California ns equal to that of Anda¬ 
lusia, and tlic wine as like that of the Canary Island*. ■ At 
present but little remains of this high and varied cultiva¬ 
tion. which had been atUvincd at the Mission under the 
mild and paternal administration of ‘the fathers.’ The 
docile character of the Indians was made available for 
labour, and thousands were employed in the fields, tlie 
orchiirds, and the vineyards. At [iiosent but.little of this 
cultivation is scon; the iiatilc valleys overgrown with wild 
nmstai'd, vinoyMvls and olive orchai’ds decayed and ne- 
.glccted, arc among the I'cmaining vestiges. Only m some 
)>lacns do we soo evidences of what tlic.country is capable of. 
At San Ihumaventum we I’oimd the olive-trees in Jimuary 
l)endiug under the weight of neglected fruit; mid the Mis¬ 
sion of San Tjuis Obispo, latitude thirtj'-five degrees, is 
still distinguished for the excellence of its olives; con¬ 
sidered large!’ and liner than those of the Mediterranean, 
'i'he productions of the south ditVer from those of the north 
and the middle. Orapes, olives, imd Indian com have 
been its staples, with many acclimated fmits and gi'ains. 
Tobacco has been recently introduced; and the uniform 
smnmer-heat that follows the wot sca.son, and is uninter- 
nipted by rain, would make the southern country well 
adapted for cotton. Wheat is the first production of the 
north, where it always eoustitiited the principal cultivation of 
the Missions. This promises to be the grain-growmg region 
of California. The moisture of the coast seems particu¬ 
larly suited for the jictato, and vegetables common to the 
United States, which gi’ow to an imcommon size. 

“ Perhaps few parts of tire world cmi produce in such 
periectiou so great a variety of fruits, mrd vegetables, and 
grains, as the Im-ge and various regions enclosing the Bay 
of -San Francisco, and drained by its waters. A view of 
tlio map will show that region and its great extent, com¬ 
prehending the entire valleys of tlio Sacramento and San 
Joaquim, and the whole western slope of the Sierra Ne¬ 
vada. These valleys are one, discriminated only by the 
names of the rivers which traverse it It is a single valley, 
a single geographical formation, nearly five hundred miles 
long, lying at the western base of the Sierra Nevada, and 
between it and the coast I’ange of mountains, and stretch¬ 
ing across the head of the Bay of San rrancisco,»irith 

B 
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■which ft delta of twenly-five miles connects it. The two 
great rivers, the Sacramento and the San Joaquhn, rise at 
opposite ends of this long valley, receive numerous moun¬ 
tain streanjs, many of them bold rivers, from the Sierra 
Neivada, become themselves navigable rivers, flo'w towards 
each other, meet half-way, and enter the Bay of Francisco 
together in the region of tide water, making a continuous 
waterline from one end to the other.” 

The other j-ivers aio all tributaries of those main ones, 
■with the exception of Trinity, which disembogues into tho 
Pacific Ocean, near the confines of Oregon. The principal 
afihients of the Sacramento are t})e llio de las Plumas, the 
Juba, the Nortli, Middle, and South Forks (as they are 
called), and the Bio de los Americanos, most of w'hieh are 
partly navigable; flowing from the western flank of the 
Sierra Nevada, and ranning for large portions of their 
courses through fertile land, abounding in salmon, and 
rich in golden deposits. Those of tho Ssm Joaquim ai'O 
the Mo-kel-um-ne, the Stanislaus, the Bio de los Cos- 
cumnes, the Yo-wal-um-ne, tlie Aux-um-nes, and the Tulare 
Lakes River, one of the largest and handsomest in the 
■valley, being one hundred yards wide, and watering, perhaps, 
a larger portion of fertile land than any other. Iiike tiie 
feeders of the Sacramento, they flow do'wn from the Sierra 
and are partially navigable, abounding in sfdmuu and golden 
treasures. There is no system of lakes in this portion of 
Galifomia; the few that exist are not of such dimensions 
as to render them worthy of that appellation, the entire 
dnunage of the immense vidley being carried in rapid and 
copious streams by the rivers above emimerated, and then* 
several smaller tributaries, into the main ones, and thence 
into the Bay of Stm Francisco, in its upper estuary, called 
Suisoon Bay. 

Fremont thus describes the Bay of San Francisco:—“It 
has been celebrated from the time of its first discovery as 
<Mie of the finest in the world, and is justly entitled to that 
diaraoter even under the seaman’s view of a mere harbour; 
but when all the accessory advantages which belong to its 
fertile^ picturesque, dependent country; mildness and sa¬ 
lubrity of climate; connexion with the great interior valley 
of the Sacramento and Smi Joaquim ; its vast resources for 
ship timber, gnun, and cattle: when these advantages are 
taken into account, with its geographical position on the 
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line of comniunieRlion with Asia, it rises to an importance 
far above a mere harbour, and deserves pai'ticiilar notice in 
any account of maritime California. Its latitudinal posi¬ 
tion is that of Lisbon, its climate is that of southern Italy. 
Hettlements on it for more than half a century attest Hk 
healthfulness; bold shores and mountains fjlve it grandeur; 
the extent imd fertility of its dependent country give it 
great resources for agriculture, commerce, and popuhitiou. 

“ The llay of San Francisi;o is sejairatod from tJie sea 
by low mountain ranges, looking from the ]>eaks of tlie 
Sierra Nevada. The coast mountains present an apparently 
continuous line, with only a single gap resembling a moun¬ 
tain pass. This is the only water communication from the 
coast to the interior (tountry. Approaching from the sea 
the coast presents a bold outline. On the soiitli the border¬ 
ing mtmntuius come down in a narrow ridge of broken 
hills, terminating in a pred|)itous point, against which the 
sea breaks heavily. On the northern side the mountain 
presents a hold iwomonhny, rising in a few miles to a 
height of two or three thousiuid feet. Between tliese 
points is the strait, about a mile hrotul in tlic narrowest 
part, and five miles long frojii the son to tlie bay'. Passing 
tlirougli this gate,* the bay opens to tlie right and loft, 
extending in each direction about thirty-five miles, having 
a tobil length of more than seventy miles, and a coast of 
two Jmndred and seventy-five miles. It is divided by 
straits and pi-ojeeting points into three separate bays, of 
which the nortlienr two are called San I’ablo and Huisoon 
Bays. Within, the view presented is u mountainous country, 
the bay resembling an interior lake of deep water, lying 
between parallel ranges of mountains. Islands which have 
die bold ehiu’acter of the shores, some mere masses of 
rock, others gi-ass-eovered, vising to the height of Uireo 
and eight hundred feet, break its smface and add to its 
picturesque appearance. Directly fronting the entrance, 
moiuitaius a few miles from tlie shore rise about two thou- 

* Callod Chrysopylre (aoldnn gate) on the map, on the same principle 
tiiat the harbour oi Uy/antium (Constantinople ancrwaril.s) was called 
Chrysocoras (golilen horn), the I'orm of the harbour and its advantages 
for commerce; and that, before it became an entrepot for Kasleni com¬ 
merce, suggested the name to the Greek founders of Dyzautium. The 
form of the entrance into the Bay of San Francisco ami its advantages 
for commerce (Asiatic inclusive) suggest the name wiiich is given to 
this entrance. 
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Band feet above the level of the water, crowned by a forest 
of lofty cypress, which is visible from die sea, and makes a 
conspicuous landmark for vessels entering the bay. Be¬ 
hind, the nigged peak of Monte Diavolo, nearly four diou- 
sand feet high, overlooks the suiTounding country of the 
bay and the San Joaquim. The immediate shore of the 
bay derives, from its proximate and opposite relation to 
the sea, the name of Contra Costa (counter coast or op 
posite coast). 

“ It jireseuts a varied character of rugged and iiroken 
hills, rolling and uiidnlating land, and rich alluvial shores, 
backed by fertile and ivooiled ranges suitable for towns, 
villages, and farms, with which it is beginning to be dotted. 

low alluvial bottom land, sevei"al miles in breadtii, with 
occasional open woods of oak, borders the foot of the 
mountains iwound the southern arm of the bay, termi¬ 
nating in a breadth of twenty miles in the fertile valley of 
San Joseph, a naiTOw plain of rich alluvial soil, lying be¬ 
tween ranges from two to three thousand feet high. The 
valley is oiieuly wooded with groves of oak, free from any 
underbush, and, after the spring rains, covered with grass. 
Taken in connection with the valley of San Juan, witli 
which it forms a continuous j>lain, it is fifty-five miles long, 
and from one to twenty broad, opening into smaller valleys 
amongst the hills. At the luaid of the bay it is twenty 
miles broad, and about the same at the southern end, where 
the soil is beautifully fertile, covered in the summer with 
fom’ or five varieties of wild clover. In many jilaces it is 
overgrown witli wild mustai’d, growing to ten or twelve 
feet high, in almost impenetrable fields, through which 
roads ara made, like lanes. 

“On botli sides the mountains are fertile, wooded, or 
covered with grasses and scattered trees. On the west it 
is protected from tlie chilly influence of the north-west 
winds by the Cuestos de los Gatos (Wild-cat Bidgc), which 
separates it from the coast. This is a gi’as.sy, timbered 
mountain, watered with small streams, and wooded on 
both sides witli many varieties of trees and shrubbery, the 
heavier forest pine and cypress occupying the western 
slope. Timber and shingle are now obtained from this 
mountain, and one of the recently-discovered quicksilver 
mines is on tlie eastern side of the mountain, near tlie 
pueblo of San Jose. This range terminates on the south 
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in the Anno Nuovo point of Monterey Bay, and on the 
norlli declines into a broken ridge of hills, about five 
miles wide, between the bay and the sea, and having tlie 
town of San p’raneisco on the bay shore near its northern 
extremity, sheltered from tlic cold winds and fogs of tiie 
sea, and having a soil of remarkable fertility. The valley 
of St. Joseph (San Jose) is capable of producing in great 
perfection many fraits and giiiins Unit do not Uirive on 
the coast or in its immediate vicinity, without taking into 
consideration Uie extraordinai'y yields which have some¬ 
times occurred. The fair aviaage product of vvheat is esti¬ 
mated at fifty-fold. The Mission establishments of Santa 
Clara and San Jose, in the north of the vidley, were for¬ 
merly, inUie jirosperous days of the Mission, distinguished 
for the siiperionty of Uieir wheat crops. 

“The slope of alluvial land continues around Uie eastern 
shores of Uie bays, intersecti'd with small streams, in which 
good landing and deep water, with ailvantageous positions 
between the sea and the interior of the countiy, indicate 
for future setUement. The Strait of Carquines, about one 
mile broad, and eight to ten fathoms deep, connects the 
San Pablo and Suisoon Bays. Around these bays smaller 
valleys open into the bordering country, mid some of the, 
streiuns have launch navigation, which seiwes to convey Ute 
produce to Uie bay. Missions and large fainis were esta¬ 
blished at tlie bead of navigation on these streams, which 
are favonrable sites for towns or villages. 

“ The country around Suisoon Bay presents low smooUi 
ridges mid rounded hills, clothed wiUi wild oats, and more 
or less ojieiily wooded on Uieir summits. Ajiproacliing its 
nortbeni shores from Sonoma, it assumes, Uiough in a state 
of nature, a cultivated and beautiful aiipearance; wild oats 
cover its continuous fields, and herds of wild catUc, and 
bauds of wild horses, are scattered over low hills and 
partly isolated ridges, where blue mists and openings 
amongst the abniptly temiinating hills indicate Uie neigh¬ 
bourhood of the hay. The Suisoon is connected with an 
expansion of the river, formed by the jmiction of the Sar 
cramento and the San Joaquim, which enter Uie b'rancisco 
Bay at the same latitude nearly as the mouUi of die Tagus 
at Lisbon. A delta of twenty-five miles in length, divided 
into islands by channels, connects Uie bay wiUi the valleys 
of the Sacramento and the San Joaquim, into Uie mouUi 
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of whicJj tbe tide flows, and which enter tlie bay togetlier 
as one river. 

“Such are the bay and proximate country. It is not a 
mere'indentation of tlie coast, but a little sea of itself, con¬ 
nected with Uie ocean by a defensible gate, opening out 
between seventy and eighty miles to tlie right and left, 
upon a breadth of fifteen, deep enough for the largest ships, 
with bold shores suitable for towns tuid settlements, and 
fertile adjacent country for <;ultivuUou. The head of the 
bay is about forty miles frpm the sea, and there connects it 
with the noble valleys of the Hacramento and the San Joa- 
quim. Thus California, below the SieiTa Nevada, is about 
tbe extent of Italy, geographically considered, in all the 
extent of Italy from the .-Vlps to the teraiination of the pe¬ 
ninsula; it is of the same length, same breudtli. and con¬ 
sequently the same area (about one hundred thousimd 
square miles), and presents much similarity of climate and 
productions. Ijike Italy, it lies norih aiid south, and pre¬ 
sents some differences of climate imd productions, the 
effect of tlie difference of latitude, proximity of high moun¬ 
tains, and configuration of tho coast. Like Italy, it is a 
country of mountains ami valleys; different from it in in¬ 
ternal structure, it is formed for unity, its largo rivers being 
concentric, mid its large valleys appurtenant to the great 
eenh’al Bay of San Fnmcisco, within the twea of whose 
watera the dominating jiower must be found. Geographi¬ 
cally, the position of California is one of the best in tbe 
world, lying on the coast of the Pacific, fronting Asia, on 
die line of an Americtm roml to Asia, and possessed of 
advantages to give full effect to its geographical position.” 

I quote thus libemlly from Fremont, because lie is tbe 
very highest and most coirect authority on most matters 
connected with tlie new and uusettlcd portions of the North 
American continent. But, while I admit that everything 
hie:lays down or asserts, so far as geography or science is 
involved, is as coiTCCt as possible, I beg leave respectfully 
to question his opinions as to the agricultural resources of 
California, the salubrity of its climate,* and its general 


• When I flrst arrived tn Gallfornla, berore I had had extensive op¬ 
portunities of observation, 1 wrote ts a leading London journal, de¬ 
scribing the olimate as genial, and generally suitable for those afflicted 
wtth pulmonary coraptaints. A lengthened sojourn has, however, given 
ma reason to change that opinion. 
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healthMness. The soil, I admit, is of an unsurpassed 
quality, made up of constituent qualities and ingredients 
capable of producing any crop were it nol! for the adverse 
operation of the seasons, which keeps it satiuuted, and in 
most places submerged in water, from Novembei' until 
April, rendering it physically impossible to prepare the 
laud, much less to sow the seed, during that period. Then 
before July it is so baked and cracked under a hot and 
cloudless sun, tliat not only is all further vegetation ar¬ 
rested, but everything above giomid is parched, and ready 
to fall into powder at tlie tonclr; while the sfreams Uiat 
might be supposed available for irrigation are, in ninety- 
nine cases out of a hundred, com])let.ely dry. Thus tliere 
are only three mouths to plough and harrow, sow and reap 
—a period infinitely too civcuinscribe<l for maturing any 
gi'iiin and most vegetables. There are a few If ighly-favoured 
localities, where, I. believe, wheat might l>e raised; but even 
in those places, peopled as they now are with enterprising 
settlers from lh<^ Old Countiy, T did not see a single patch 
of grain, ami only heard vague missionary traditions of its 
having once been grown there. 

But, aftei- !ill, the .state of agricultural advancement and 
prosperity at the Missions, noticed by Vancouver and Hum¬ 
boldt, is no criterion to go by irr ascribing a general cha¬ 
racter of fertility to an entire country of such vast metent 
as California. It w’ould be quite ns fair to assert that a 
whole kingdom must be educated and enlightened, because 
in some few of its provinces or subdivisions tliere are col¬ 
leges or seminaries tliat turn out accomplished scholars. 
\Ve all know that when men arc accorded an unlimited 
choice, the instigations of human nature will prompt them 
to make tlie most promising selections; and when to the 
dominion of free will are superadded the proverbial acute¬ 
ness and discrimination of the Jesuits, since the days of 
Ignatius Loyola, it may be taken tV)r granted that tliey 
picked out the most fertile and favoured positions in Cali¬ 
fornia for the foundation of their establishments, and, with 
their accustomed energy and persoverimce, taxed and sti¬ 
mulated the soil in those pet positions to the utmost ex¬ 
tent of its fecundity, taking care that sources of irrigation 
were contiguous and available, to make np for the short¬ 
comings of nature in its ministrations of fertilising mois¬ 
ture. So, I repeat, it is unfair to parade the productions 
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of tliose select and forced gardens, which, taken together, 
would not constitute a respectable parish, as evidence that 
the whole wing of a great continent is capable of yielding 
similar productions. 

I concur with (lolonel Fremont, that tlie great natural 
wall of the Sierra Nevada produces many modifying influ¬ 
ences on tlie cliuiate, owing to which tropical fniits may be 
produced at high northern latitudes. But, according to my 
experience, my humble opinion is, that California must 
ever be mainly dependent on tlie States, Oregon, ChUi, 
Australia, and tlie Sandwich Islamls, for its supply of bread- 
stuffs and the other gi-c.at vegetable staples of existence. As 
to the climate, there is only one opinion amongst the peo¬ 
ple now resident there; wliidi is, that it is highly uiihealtliy, 
I was not surprised to find it so in the mines, where people 
were working hard under unirsual circnnistoiices and severe 
privations; but even in the cities and towns, robust health 
is the exception, there being a regular invalid passenger 
trade between Francisco and Honolulu, while burial- 
grounds in every settled locality extend their dimensions 
with a fearful rapidity, which is (piite as convincing as the 
most regular bills of mortality: strong confirmation of both 
of which opinions will appear in the coui'se of this work. 
But Colonel Fremont wrote at the instance of tlie United 
States Government, who were anxious to aiTay their newly- 
acquired teiritory in all the choicest attributes of nature; 
and I believe it is generally admitted (even in the case of 
Sir Walter Scott's “Life of Napoleon”), tliat men acting 
under high behests are liable to adopt the partialities and 
prejudices of their patrons. Even painters of celebrity have 
been known to jeopardise their fame as faithful delineators, 
in order to suit the views of parasites who had flattered a 
dear friend to sit for his portrait. 
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CHAPTER 11. 


How our Party split up into Seciions~.Oar Apprenticeship to Cold-washing—The 
Mode of Troceeding—Average Rctums-^Cnidles or Gold-washers; how con¬ 
structed—Visit the Mill-—The Syatera of transacting Business tl>ere~-Arrlva] of 
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Conduct of the Americans towards tlie fthilions—The Wetter Diggings—Minera* 
l4tws—Summary Punishment—Sickness in the Weber Diggingi^Leave my 
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Charge for Graxing—Returns on the Lower Weber— Dysentery there—Cutaneous 
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Whkn the compivny witli which 1 tiwclled to California 
teached the sphere of operations, it divided into different 
parties, some stuitiiig for the cities to build up their for¬ 
tunes, others remiiiuing to accuiuulato Uiem in the mines. 
Fifteen of the latter remained, in Um e independent parties 
of five each; 'but tliougli our gains were distinct, wo erected 
our (piai-ters beside each otlicr, selected our working loca 
tious in the same neighbourbood, and communicated can¬ 
didly to one another all the information we could collect. 
We spent a noviciate of tlirec days amongst tlie Chilians 
and Mexicans, looking on at their operations, and getting 
odd lessons in tlie art of imparting the rotatoiy motion to 
the contents of the wash-basin, so as to sm’ge a portion of 
the liquid mud over the edge at each sweep, until nothing 
but the gold and black sand remained; tlie process being, 
simply, after throwing aside the surface-clay or sand, to 
loosen the hai-d-packed soil with picks, scrape it witli a 
horn scoop into a basin, then dip it until it become saturated 
with water, when you sink your hands into the mass, re¬ 
moving the stones, and in searching for tliem mixing all 
into a thick fluid. This you cause to move round quickly, 
some of the top escaping at each revolution; more water 
is occasionally taken in, until all Uie eai-tliy particles are 
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earried away; then comes the process of separating the 
black sand, which, being of great specific grarity, requires 
great cai’e and nicety, lest some of die finer particles ef 
gold may escape with it. But in places where it particu¬ 
larly abounds, and the particles of gold are small, the 
separation is cttected by tlio agency of quicksilver, simply 
by pouring it amongst tlie black sand and gold dust, adding 
some water, and mixing it about; the quicksilver, in ite 
great affinity for the jirecious metal, gathering all tlie par¬ 
ticles it comes in contact with, until it becomes a little, 
heavy, tangible lieaj), devoid of its elusive character; then 
it is put into a buckskin bag, and the quicksilver is sepa¬ 
rated by being compressed through the pores of the leather, 
tlio slight remaining portion atlliering to the gold being 
evaporated on a heated pan or shovel. 

An expert hand, in anything like favourable ground, can 
gather and wasl» a pimful every ten minutes; and the place 
tliat does not yield a quarter of a dollar to the panful is 
not considered worth working by that process, though it 
would give one dollar fifty cents per hour, or twelve dollars 
per day of eight hours’ working; good wages for those who 
at hmno would have considered it a fan: weekly remunera¬ 
tion for twelve honre’ constant labour each day, but vastly 
too small for the large class who, “just for a lark,” come 
out to rough it a bit, and get enou^ in a few months to 
enable them to set up as fine gentlemen for life. But 
places that would not pay according to the above estimate 
witlx pons con be made to yield satisfactorily with cradles, 
or washers as some call tiiem, because so much larger a 
proportion of work can be got throu^i with timt machine, 
which is constructed by making a semicircular trough, say 
five feet long by sixteen inches in diameter, and placing 
on tlie upper end of the top a perforated iron or copper 
plate, eighteen inches long, the exact breadth of the tror^, 
with a raised wooden rim of four inches, and, immediately 
tmder it, tending to the centre of the-cradle, a bar or ridge 
about half an inch high, witli another of a similar descim- 
tion at the extreme end, where an upright handle (if me 
cradle be of a large size) about four feet long is fixed, by 
which the motion is imparted. In smaller ones, where ihe 
number of tiie party is limited, the rocker sits at .the end 
of the cradle, irockiug with one hand and pouring in the 
water with the other on the dirt which is thrown on the 
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plate; and os the gold and gravel are separated from* the 
stones, and washed down, the current carries the giuvel 
over the bars, while the gold, being of so much greater 
gravity, is- intercepted, the lower bar airesting any that by 
a jolt or awkward shake may liave got over the upper one. 

At the end of three days wc acquired sufficient expert¬ 
ness to set up for ourselves, in a place kindly selected by a 
Chilian acqmiintauce, and succeeded in gadiering a daily 
average of a good ounce to each hand—^rather better than 
lialf what our more experienced ueighboui’s were inaluiig; 
but as our provisions were miming low, [ made one of a 
party to go to the Mill, which town tidies its name from a 
saw-mill having been its nucleus, in the direction of which 
the gold was firet discovered. 1 1 is si tuated on the southern 
fork of the Saerauiento, ahout forty-five miles from the 
emborcadero, as the city of Sacramento is called by the 
miners; and being a jioint Iron) which several rich and 
favourite diggings radiate, it is fast growing into a large and 
flourislung plane, with a goodly iiroportion of stone build¬ 
ings, owing to the oonveuience of quarries. 1 here got my 
first sample of Californian prices, in jiaying fifty cents for 
“ a drink," as a small glass of bad brandy is designated, 
and in a like ratio for everything else. 

Almost every house was a tap, tmd contained an apart¬ 
ment consecrated to tlie god of gambling, wliere a set of 
hawks, with whetted beaks, were lying in wait for “ gre«i 
pigeons;” and although improvhient miners were iiivai-iably 
relieved of their gold-dust in those nefarious haunts, they 
punctually returned every Saturday evening, as if under 
the spell of some mystical fascination, to deposit their 
gold in those sinking-funds, spending tlieir week’s earn¬ 
ings and their Sundays in this insensible and reprehensible 
manner, first reduced to a state of partial stupefaction by 
adulterated drink, and then cheated according to the most 
compendious mode of modem “ greeking.” 1 found, too, in 
my limited transactions, that the malpractices of the 
l||Plite8 were not confined to the gaming-tables; false 
weights and meaSm-es being consistently associated with 
fedse dice, which told with double effect against the pur- 
ohaser; dust" being die oirculating medium; for his goods 
were weighed with light weights, and his gold with heavy 
ones. 1, of course, bought as sparingly as 1 could, deter¬ 
mined t9 go tor Sacramento fi>r furtlier supplies. Ibrought 
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with me, however, a small cradle, for which I paid the 
moderate sum of three ounces (forty-eight dollars), two of 
which a tradesman could make in a day, and all the 
materials of both would not cost, even at the Mill, more 
than one ounce (sixteen dollars), which left a very handsome 
margin for remhnemtion. 

The country between our encampment and the Mill was 
a succession of hills and dales, sloping down from the 
Sierra Nevada, moderately wooded, with great numbers 
of quails,* and some deer and hares. 1 fully expected to 
have seen some handsome varieties of the feathered tribe; 
but there were no birds of any gaudier tints of plumage 
than my old acquaintsuices the crow, the blackbird, and the 
mag{iie, which siiemed to be all “ chips of the old block,” 
peculiar to Britain. 

On my iT)tum to camp, I found that Mr. Goodyear’s 
caballadn, togctlier with ii pack-mule train, had airived, 
the latter in a wretched state, and reporting, even at that 
early date, great sufterings on Humboldt River. By means 
of the cradle we augmented onr daily income by half an 
ounce, and on one day actnally divided fifty dollars per 
man; but this was a most unusual amount, and occurred 
from our meeting a peculiar shelf, where the deposit was 
very thick. By the. end of the week another pack-mule 
company came in, and several fresh hands from the coast, 
all the latter of tlie amateur or dandy class of diggers, in 
kid gloves and patent leather boots, with flash accoutre¬ 
ments and fancy implements, their polished picks with 
mahogany handles, and shiny shovels resembling that 
presentation class of tools given to lords, baronets, and 
members of parliament, to lay a first stone, or turn the 
first sod on a new lino of railway. It was good fun to see 
those “ gents ” nibbling at tlic useless soil, and then en¬ 
deavouring to work their pans with outstretched hands, 
lest they should slobber tlieir ducks. Subsequently I used 
to meet numbers of this school wending their way back to 
the coast from the various diggings, damning “ the infenad 
gold,” and cutting “ the beastly diggings” in disgust. 

Nine-tenths of the new an-ivals were Americans, who 
resorted, os we did in the first instance, to the Chilians 
and Mexicans for instruction and information, which they 
gave them with cheerful alacrity; but as soon as Jonathan 
got an inkling of tlie system, he, with peeulitw bad taste 
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and ungenerous feeling, organised a crusade against those 
obli^ng stranger's, and chased tliein off the creek at the 
pistol’s mouth. Our messes were canvassed to take part 
in the affair, but declined becoming eng^ed in any such 
proceeding, which was likely to have W to our own ex¬ 
pulsion : in fact, the Yankees regarded every man but a 
native American os an interloper, who had no right to come 
to California to pick up the gold of tlie “free and en¬ 
lightened citizens." 

The gold at the Weber diggings was all in moderate 
sized particles, and of particul^ly fine and pure quality, 
less capiiciously deposited than in most of the other dig¬ 
gings I visited, the average returns of all being tolerably 
uniform where equal industry was employed. All hands 
fixed'thcmselves on the bordei's of the creek for tlie conve¬ 
nience of water; but I found the dirt (the technical name 
of the soil subjected to the washing ordeal) on the hill¬ 
side, at a good clevatiou above the stream or its winter 
water-mai'ks, fully as rich as that along its banks. I even 
carried dirt in a kendtief from the very hill-tops, and got 
a good return from it: a proof that the gohl was not al¬ 
together scath'red over the comiti-y by the influence of the 
floods, tile prevalent opinion amongst the earlier miners. 

In a comparatively short time we had a largo com¬ 
munity on tlie creek, which led to rows and altercations 
about boundaries. These eventuatetl in an arrangement, 
entered into by unanimous agreement, tliat each person 
should have ten feet square, which, midtiplied by the 
number of tlie mess, gave the limits of the allotment in a 
particular location: it did not, however, debar a man from 
moving from one site and fixing on another; and as long 
as any one left his tools in the space, his claim was re¬ 
spected. Another branch of legislation was soon called 
for, to suppress a system of tliieving that was fast spread¬ 
ing; but the code of the famous Judge Lynch was uiiaiu- 
mously adopted, and under its oral provisions any person 
ewght m delicto was shot down without ceremony, 

or subjected to any other summary punishment the de¬ 
tector might prefer. I heard of several cases of instan¬ 
taneous execution, and saw at tlie Weber one lad shorn of 
the tips of his eai's, and deeply seared on the cheek with a 
red-hot iron, for the theft of a small coffee-tin. I never 
took part in any of these proceedings, nor did any of the 
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company >with which I was associated; hut Tsdiile disap¬ 
proving of the degree of punishment, and the manner of 
putting it in force, I must admit lhat some veiy stringent 
measures were necessary to keep in check diie lawless and 
abandoned characters who flocked to the mines. 

The weather was particularly fine all the time I re¬ 
mained at the Weber; the days were bright and warm, the 
nights cloudless and without dew; but dysentery made its 
appearance in its most malignant fomi, soon prostrating 
the majority of the miners, canying off many, and reducing 
all who were attacked to the lowest possible state of bodily 
feebleness. I myself had a turn, ajid found cayenne pepper 
in large doses checked it effectually, while with others it 
produced no visible effect, owing, I should say, to the want 
of self-denial in' diet. The origin of tire diaeasd was 
attributed to the use of fresh beef, though in coming 
over the plairis I never remarked that fresh meat had 
any such tendencies, even when, as on the Platte, we 
lived on it for days togetlier, using it largely at each of 
three meals. 

The second week in August I took leave of my com¬ 
panions, for the purposi* of travelling over the country, 
visiting the different mines, and comparing tlreir various 
retiuus, as well a.s looking for a solution of the plienoinc- 
non of finding gold in .greater or less quantities at every 
elevation in the extensive region of its field. I employed 
one of the half-caste Californians (who make excellent 
vaqiieros, herdei-s of stock) to help me to drive my propor¬ 
tion gf mules and horses to a rancho on the Sacramento, 
Iretween onr camp and the (fity; and on my way I struck the 
Weber again eight miles lower, below a cafion, where it 
formed a pond, or .small lake, on the margin of which there 
were a solitary tent and a small party of three at work, 
amongst whom was a Comishman, who welcomed me as a 
countryman, and invited ran to stop a day or two; an invi¬ 
tation I gladly accepted, as the grass was good about the 
little lake. • In the course of the evening, Mr. Williams, 
the proprietor of another' rancho on the Snerarrrento, arrived 
with a train of vaqueros oir his way up to meet flic emi- 
grairfs, and either buy tlreir stock or canvass for tire 
graaing. He took charge of my herd there, and then gave 
mo a receipt, saving me tiro ti'ouble of going down, as I 
wished to visit all the mines in that district before leaving. 
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I kept a mule for my own riding, and was thus, enoldodito 
get rid of my aid after the short semco of one day. Mr. 
. Williams’s clmrge was two dollars a month per head for 
pasturage, and two. ^llars a month for insurance, whiah 
my Cornish fi-iend advised mo to yay by all mean's, as 
horse and mule stealing was becoming most preval^t, 
the temptation behig voiy great, from the enormous prices 
given below for animals by emigrants arriving ly the 
Isthmus and Cape Mom routes, who could not stir without 
them. 

I spent that evening and next day with Mr. Jones^ 
company. Me was a practised hand at dm gold-dicing 
business, and set his party to work more systematically 
than any other I had yet seen. Tliey took their dirt from 
a steep incline considerably above the winter level of the 
stream, in a stratum of hard-packed, thy, bluish clay, 
almost' as hard sis rock, with a slight surface covering of 
earth, which yielded prodigiously, giving seveuteen onnees 
for their day's work, nearly one hundred dollMS per hand* 
tdiile .Jones admitted to me that on some days they 
divided as much us one potind each. He showed me, 
by washing ))anfuls gathered at different spots about, 
that the deposits were pretty general and alike, and pressed 
me to take up my quarters- beside him, which 1 was not 
prepared to do at the time; but I wrote a note to my 
friends above by the retuniiiig Califbmian, recommenduig 
them to shift their quarters us soon tuid us quietly os they 
cmikl: im advice they followed promptly with great 
profit. 

Dyseutoiy found its way into Mr. Jones’s small%)m- 
pany, one of his comrades being only recently recovered 
from a severe attack, Jones himself suffering from tlie 
effects of poison, which produced an angry and most an¬ 
noying cutaneous affliction. The poison was that of a 
vine that giows amongst the brush and shrubs, and is 
' most likely to lay hold when tlite pores are exuding per¬ 
spiration. Some people, from peculiar constitution^ ten- 
d^cies, are not susceptible of its infection; while others, 
again, are not only predisposed to catch its virus, but 
suffer dreadfully from the itching and inflammation, which 
spreads with great rapidity over the body, thickening tine 
skin, and raising it. in large hives like confluent smalbpox, 
which become highly united by the slightejH^: contact. 
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Washing the skin well with the soap-root, and then bathing 
it in salt and watei-, helps to allay tlie irritation; but, to 
eradicate its effects thoroughly, it is necessary to adopt a 
low scale of regimen, and to take cooling medicines. 

I took leave of m^ friend Jones and my countiymau 
Williams, and went to another digging, called the Great 
Gallon, lying north-east from the Weber, where I got into 
a chain of lofty hills, thinly wooded with fir and white oak 
(Quercm longilana), and steeper on the sides than 1 ever 
before saw mere clay hills, the Great Gallon lying between 
two parallel ranges, at a depth of several hundred feet, 
shaped like a wedge, and so narrow below tliat there was 
barely standing-room. The; gold was all at the bottom, 
for the slopes were too steep to afford it a resting-place. 
There was a large camp of Spanish settlers adjacent when 
the first American diggei-s arrived, who were said to have 
".athered vast quantities; but even then there was quite 
enough to repay hard work verj' liberally. From the nature 
of the locality, it did not admit of operations on a large 
scale at any one place. Four-fifths of those I saw working 
there were doing so indindually, with pans, using most 
generally large bowie-knives, with which tlicy picked the 
gold from the crevices of the rocks in the bed of the sti’eam, 
5ien almost diy, and scratched the gravelly soil from 
amongst the roots of the overhanging ti-ees, which was 
generally rich in deposits. It was one continuous string 
of men, single file, throughout its entire length (about four 
miles). All admitted tliey were doing well, so far as acqui¬ 
sition was concerned, but complained of their health and 
the bUd air: no refreshing breeze could ever visit them at 
the bottom, and the labour of going up and down, morn¬ 
ing and evening, was too gi’cat to pennit of their erecting 
their camps above. I stopped one night, in the cafion, but 
could not get any sleep, from the sultiy, suffocating effects 
of the confined atmosphere. 

The gold at the Great Gafion ran both lai’ger and smaller 
ffian on the Weber, and was amalgamated with large quan¬ 
tities of fine black sand, which the miners—most of whom 
were raw hands—blew off from the gold, in tlreir anxiety 
to arrive at the final process. A keen old blade tmned 
their impatience to account by shamming decrepitude, and 
pretending that in his weakly state, being unequal to the 
toil of mining, he was compelled to resort to the poor and 
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profitless branch of gathering the Uack sand, which he sold 
as a substitute for emery, In pursuance of tliis trade, he 
.went about in tlie evening with a largo bag and a tin tray, 
requesting the “ green ’uns” to blow tlieir black sand on to 
it, and returning to- his tent with his, daily burden, when, 
by the agency of quicksilver, he secured double the average 
of the hardest working miner in the carton. I saw the old 
litd going circuit on the evening I was tliere; his game had 

not then been discovered, though I remarked to Hr. S-k, 

with whom I stayed, tliat I was certain he carried away 
large quantities of gold-dust in the sand. 

At each end of the carton there was a calico shanty, 
called a grocery, the great stu])lcs of which were infamous 
brandy and other corn)siv(! alcoholic, drinks, that would 
bum through the peritoneum of a rhinoceros; amongst the 
glasses were stiveral packs of dirty curds, with which the 
rehcarsals were nightly gone through in j)repamtion for 
the grand affair at the Mill on the Saturday night, for 
distance was no object in those weekly reunUnis. 
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I'liOM the Great Carton I went to the South Fork of the 
Rio de los Americanos, starting early in the moniing; but, 
taking a wrong trail; which led me into the hills, where 

c 
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neither mineg nor groeeries were to be met with, I not 
only lost my dinner, but had to go supperless to bed under 
a white oak, afraid to sleep lest the coyotes •■= should take 
liberties witli me in my unconscious moments. Those 
mischievous brutes kept barking and howling about my 
couch all night, and succeeded in eating away ^e raw hide 
lariat by wliich I had my mule tetliered, so that when I 
sought him at daylight 1 found he had rambled away; but 
following up tlie line-mark of tho lariat, which was apparent 
in some places, I brought him to view after a good two 
hours’ hunt, with my saddle, bridle, and blanket on my 
back. I soon after descried tlirce men driving pack-mules, 
to whom I went up to inquire my route; wid finding, to my 
great gratification, they were going to tlie same destination 
with provisions, I gladly joined them, getting some biscuit 
and rancid bacon to break my long fast, witli a glass -of 
hitter brandy to wash it down, at the moderate cost of two 
dollars; which, it strikes me, eclipses the tarifl' of the 
Clarendon or Mivart’s for tliat meal. 

Wo reached tlie bai- where tlio principal diggings are 
situated before night, after some ascents and descents veiy 
little inferior in rugged stee^niess to those of tho jiass of 
the Sierra Nevada. Great iiuuibci's of miners were located 
tliere, and some largo associated companies with consider¬ 
able capital, employed in turning branches of tlie river, 
having several Indians and Kanakas f at work. I did not 
await the result of those ambitious operations, which would 
occupy a long time; but by tlie retmiis per pan I should 
say diey must have been well paid, for I tliink th<y would 
average twenty dollars per day, according to my ovva ex¬ 
perience during three days, in which time I took out witli 
my pan fifty-foui’ dolloi’s, and tliat without working full 
time. The particles here were all of a good size, witli 
occasional large specimens and handsome qq^Eutz amalga¬ 
mations. I saw some Kanakas (who ore perhaps the most 
expert divem in the world) go down and bring up fine 
chunks, which suggested the construction of a digging 
machine; hut it could not be got to work with effect, from 
the ineciualities of the bottom. Diving-bells were also 
thought of, but I never saw any in use. 

A question was raised tliere amongst the Americans 


* A species of small wolf. 


t Sandwich lahmders. 
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themsolves, ■whioh led to much angry feeling, being an ob¬ 
jection on the part of one class, that large companies 
•should have the privilege of employing Indians or any 
Ollier labour, taking advantage of their capital to trngage 
a great number, staking oft’ a space for each hand, whether 
an employer or not, and thus establishing a system of mo¬ 
nopoly. There were several extensive “ jawing matches" 
on the subject, without leading to any amingement during 
my sojoimi; but I know that aftenvards it was not per¬ 
mitted in any of the mines to stake otf allotments for em¬ 
ployed hands, and m some, even the hii’ing of tliem was 
altogether interdicted. 

The jealousy towards foreignci's was veiy strong indeed, 
the Americans calling out for the enforcement of that 
oi'der for their expulsion which ( reneral Smith had issued, 
declaring he would not n^quire any troops to carry it out, 
as his own countrymen would act as volunteers on the oc¬ 
casion. This feeling, I could sc(>, wa.s especially levelled 
at the English, while the Yankees condescended a most 
patronising regard for the Irish, evidently witli a view ol' 
getting up a row betwixt tlicm and tlie Englisli; but 1 w,ps 
highly deliglited to see tbcin, for the nonce, agiee in terms 
of friendly nationality, notwithstnndiiig all the angry poli¬ 
tical incentives that were used to set them by the ears. 

In consequence of tin; insnft'erable, beat of the weather, 
which told with double effect in the glens and gulches 
where the miners were employed, tiny made a prarHico 
of turning out at the earliest dawn, working till ten o’clock, 
then lying by till two o’clock, and working again in the 
evening till eight. They wore a mixed class, made up of 
various nations, representing ev(;ry vice that morality, re,- 
ligion, or law holds in abhorrence, and reminding me 
strongly, in their turbulent demeanour, of a gang of con¬ 
victs during the absence of the overseer. No doubt some 
. good citizens were scattered amongst them, but they were 
like isolated grain-blades smotbei’ed with noxious weeds. 

Prices of provisions rated much higher there than at the 
Weber, owing to the great difficulty of access, it being 
wholly nnapproacliablc by waggons; and every article that 
at all admitted of adulteration was mixed to the full witli 
its particular alloy. 

I proceeded from thence io the Middle and North Forks, 
which were botli "crowded, especially the former, and miners’ 
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returns good. At the Middle Fork the general average at 
that time was two ounces: the particles were pf a good 
size, with numerous handsome specimens, which fetched 
far above their intrinsic value. There were several of the 
dandy class in those diggings, but, as might be expected, 
they were not paiticiilnrly successful. There was one par¬ 
ticularly dash company of that school, who regulated their 
movements by sound of tninipet, with tents, uniform, and 
implements to match, whom it was qtiite a treat to see turn 
out in die morning, with militaiy order and precision, ma¬ 
naging everything with great system and success, save and 
except the matter of getting gold, which appeared to be 
repelled by their polished tools and fonual appearance; for 
while ragged fellows with rusty pickaxes tmd clumsy 
.shovels carried home at evening their nice little pannikins 
of clear glittering gold, the Pittsburghei's could scarcely 
boast a particle per hand. The fact was, they would not 
take the trouble of removing the soft surface-soil lying 
over tlie compact stratum that retained the gold, and their 
time was therefore employed merely in manufacturing 
muddy water. 

The epidemic of jealousy was raging here to a great ex¬ 
tent. and broke ont fiercely against a (lerman company 
nnder the following circumstances, which every candid man, 
be he Yankee or Israelite, must admit were inexcusable, 
unjust, and disgraceful:—^An American company, who had 
been working a bniren spot very unprofitably, put up a 
notice that their “ valuable site" was for sale, as they were 
going np to the Julia; and a lot of Germans, who bad just 
come in, olfered themselves as purchasers. The price 
asked was exorbitant, as the jiroprictors said the digging 
returned so lai^ely, and the following day was appointed 
for the Geimans to come and see tlie fraits of an hour’s 
working. The sellers went in the course of the night, and 
secreted gold dust in the banks, so that it would come to 
light as the natural deposit during the course of the ex¬ 
periment, and got their woidhy countrymen to pufif up the 
cheat in the mean time. The following morning the poor 
Germans were so charmed with the apparent richness of 
the place, that they gave five hundred dollars and two valu¬ 
able gold watches for die property; and, oh! what indecent 
laughing dxere was at the “ stupid dupes,” and lofty com¬ 
mendations of the “ almighty ’cuteness” off Jonathan, when 
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the transfer was completed! I felt for the strangersj who 
were not strong enough eidier to ^enforce a restoration of 
their property or to rebuke the unbecoming insolence 
the^ wei'e exposed to. However, like co(d, sensible tellows, 
they stoically put up witli what tliey saw they could neitlier 
remedy nor resent, and went t.o work lonid jeers and taunts. 
It is unnecessaiy to say, that the proceeds of dieir first 
day's labom: were not veiy enconragnig; nevertheless, tliey 
persevered the following morning in a spirit of perfect 
contentment, and before night had tlieir perseverance 
rewai’ded by soiik; vciy promising indications. The tJiird 
day these indications led to veritable realities, enabling 
them to turn out the best day's work done in Uie diggings 
up to that period, mid to proceed with an increasing daily 
average. This turned the laugh against Mr. Jonathan, 
who, witli the most imprinei|»le(l impudence, sought to 
reclaim by force what he ilisposul oC liy a swindle. TIio 
Gemians, however, were not so easily scared as the Mexi¬ 
cans, tliougli I helievi! tliey would have been forced to 
move olf only for the timely iin ivul of another (lomian 
einigmnt eomjiany from the istates. 'J'his oceuiTcneo am' 
serve to convey an idea of the spirit that actuated t* 
Americans tliroughout the placers, and l•()llgenialiy blends 
with repiidialioii us a typical colouring of iiutional cha¬ 
racter. 

1 also saw here, as the gentlemen of die long-robe, say, 
a nice ])oint raised, on which there was much discussion 
and difiicrence of ojiinion. A man miiiti'd Smith, who was 
about the first to work in the locality, had been so very suc¬ 
cessful in a short time, that he had his pile made before 
the crowd came, and went down to tlie city to make iw- 
range.ments about getting lioine, buiyiiig bis gold-dust till 
he returned; but, lo and behold! when ho came back he 
fotmd the uninscribed tombstone of his treasure within the 
(Stakes of a new company, who hi a few days would have 
Iwought to light the astounding revelation, that bountiful 
Nature not onlj' showers gold on Oalitbniia, hut leathern 
purses, too, to hold it. The party hi possession at first 
sternly resisted die attempts of Smith to exhume his dust: 
but the matter was referred to a full court of arhiti’utioii, 
where all- Smith’s proofs, marks, and tokens would have 
weighed as air, had he not hod die good fortune (as they 
conceive it) of behig a natfve Yankee. 
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Dyseateiy was Tery prevalent in Hie-North* and Middle 
Forks,, but not so fatal in its results as at the American 
Fork or the Weber. 1 liad another slight attack, which I 
attributed to having my feet and legs so much immersed 
in cold water. Nevertheless, I took out while tliere eighty- 
seven dollars, over and above my expenses ; so that my tra¬ 
velling, instead of being attended with expense, added to 
my puree as well as my stock of iufonnation. 

I next turned my steps to tlie Mormon Island diggings, 
emeiging altogetl)er from the hills into a handsome r^- 
ing country, beautifully wooded, and decked with several 
lovely flowering slinibs, and manzauita bushes, witli their 
handsome bunches of crimson berries, Tuider which the 
quails were as thick as chickens in a poultry-yartl, not 
cai’ing to take wing as you came upon them, but lunning 
in amidst tlie thicket. I now came upon a well-beaten 
road, leading from the Mill to Sacramento city, which pre¬ 
sented a great gi-owingthoroughfare of miners and waggons, 
carrying goods from one town to the other. There was 
no lack of houses of call on Uie way, for every hollow tree 
■vras the nucleus of a grog-sliop; while in the neighbour¬ 
hood of eveiy spring or stream, a sort of tavern sprung up 
as from the soil, like “ a rose-tree in lull bearing," embow¬ 
ered in blooming flowers of printed calico, but deplorably 
remote from any analog^' or affinity to nature in respect to 
their contents or chaiges. 

I had the honour of spending the night witlx a bonifitee, 
who, though a native of England, hailed last Irom Sydney, 
where he appeared to have assiduously cultivated the 
acquaintance of all the penal authorities, whose names 
he was perfectly familiar witli. He said, “he was east 
away on the coast; but not liking the infernal place, he 
left it withmt leave ’’—a piece of inadvertent candour that 
smacked sta-ongly of a “ misunderstanding with, the law,” 
in which, of coui'se, he was the aggrieved paily. There, 
were no such tilings ns beds; so, after staking ray mule, 1 
coiled myself up in a blanket, but could not enjoy much 
rest, as fliere were two pair of waggoners playing cards 
upon the springy counter, who brou^t down their trumps 
witit an energy that made the tumblers ring, smq^ping the 
sweet bonds of repose at each thump and asseveration. 

Next morning my road opened into- the flat, spacious 
valley of the Sacrameuto, which.spreads out into immense 
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tracts, mailed'ia places witit liaea of timber, &> tbiek bSt 
showing the course of tlie Bio de los Americanos. It was a 
jne^iniiicent project, wanting only the grateful tint of rer- 
dure to render it transcendent. But tiie toll grass was 
scorched to tl»e earth, and the fine poppy peculiar to the 
country slirivelled and shrunken, the crisj) vegetation be¬ 
coming like snuff beneath the tread, while the baked snr&ce 
was split into dry- chinks and fissiires gaping for moisture. 
Yetmeu of reputation can h<; found to e.xtol this as lui agri¬ 
cultural coimtrj', mid to ])ain( it in alluring colours as tm 
unequalled fiebl for husbundiT, thougJi the spot ou which 
f then stood was about the genei-al elevation of the lower 
valley of tlie Socj'ameiito, fully twenty feet above the river 
at its summer level: a denionstration of tlie impossibility 
of ever calling in irrigalLon lo compensate for the lack of 
natural moisture. 

I rode oil tlu-ough the valley, now ninl (hen taking shel¬ 
ter under the Imge oaks that are scattered over the face of 
the country, and arrived at Mormon Isliuid early in the 
evening, before the luinci's knovked-off working, as tliey 
term it These diggings take their name from licing first 
discovered and worked by a body of Monmoiis, who goioht 
great quantities before the public found it out. There was 
not room, I may say, for another man at the place at the 
time of my visit, its convenient position and easiness of 
approach leading all new comers to it The great majority 
of the miners had entered into a joint ossociatioii for turn¬ 
ing the river between the island and the shore, and were 
then engaged in cutting the new channel, expecting to de¬ 
rive extrimrdinary profits from the undertaking, in which 
the contiguous tests fully justified tliem. Great excitement 
was caused pending its completion, which ripened into a 
regular share market; sanguine men purchasing the ex¬ 
pectations of less impulsive co-operatore, and original share- 
.holders selling out to new-'comers, who stepped into their 
shoes; so that, before the job was finished, very few, as 1 
aflierwards learned, of fJia originators were in the concern, 
whieh-turned out only moderately well, aveiiqjing >i» ranch 
as miners were OKlinarily in the habit of making, but infi¬ 
nitely below, the standani by which purchasers of shares 
made their calculations. 

1 had now: visited all the principal diggings of tite lower 
Sacramento (as I may cMl them), without lieing able to sa- 
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tiiSfy myself in what manner or by what agency the gold 
came to be so wonderfully diffused through the soil; for at 
every place where I tried in the proper stratum, I invari- • 
ably foimd it, in greater or smaller quantities, at consider¬ 
able elevations, and on abmpt slopes remote from the 
operation bf water-eoui'ses or inundations, looking as if it 
were pai-t and parcel of the original soil. Had it been 
confined to ravines, gullies, and dried-up river-beds, or the 
bars and banks of rivers, it might be easily and feasibly 
accounted for by the detritus being carried down and de¬ 
posited by winter tonents, which, in the mountain re¬ 
gions, perform the expensive mechanical part of mining, 
.stamping, and breaking up the quaitz, through the natui^ 
agency of rocks hurle<l from great heights, which either 
crush it to a powder, or chip off plentiful abrasions, which 
are more and more disintegrated as tliey are carried 
down, becoming liner in the parti<!les tlie farther tliey are 
carried from the original seam. But being diffused as I 
have described, 1 must leave to more patient and scientific 
travellers to account for the mioinalous appearances of the 
gold, merely adding a short extract from the scientific ob¬ 
servations of Mr. Brackcnridge, touching the theory of its 
formation;— 

“Let us suppose a series of horizontal strata, one above 
another, but of unequal depth, incumbent on the original 
imstratified mass, which forms the nucleus of the globe. 
According to geologists, this was the natural position; now, 
in consequence of some great volcanic agency, the lower 
mass is thrown up, and becomes the nucleus of a moun¬ 
tain, and that which was before the low'est now. appears on 
the top, while the various strata, which lay flat upon it, are 
tilted up the sides; these being cut through, there are ex¬ 
posed to view the various strata and tlieir contents, in the 
same moaner as if a shaft had been sunk through ^em in 
their horizontal position. If there be any metMlic seams . 
to tlie right or left of these cuts, they will be seen like 
threads, and running lengthwise with the range of the 
mountains. The metals contained in the now vacant 
spaces of &ose ravines have been carried away and depo¬ 
sited below. The masses then separated may be the wmrk 
of thousands of years; but the quantity may be estimated 
by the number and width of the natural cuttings of the 
gold seams now disconnected. It is certain the gold at 
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the bottom cannot exceed the amount cai-ried down from 
these original deposits. 

“Without assuming that the gold on the Sierra Nevada 
is greater than in tlie same range faitlier south, its peculiar 
geographical and geological character may bo a reason why 
gold may be found-in California in greater abundance than 
any other part of tlie world. It is found along the whole 
range, from Sonora to ('hili, altliough in greater or less 
abundance; and there is no doubt that a variety of other 
metals will he met with, janhaps as valuable, when the 
passion for gold-w-ashing will have somewhat abated. It is 
remarkable tliat gold has boon found almost invariably on 
the western, or Pacific side of the great rtuige, while silver, 
copi)er, and lead, are discovered on the eastern side, at a 
much higher elevation. It is probable that, instead of gold, 
silver and co])per exist on the eastern side of the Sierra 
Nevada, towards the Croat Basin; but by what process or 
operation of nature came these seams, or veins of gold, or 
other metals, to be thus deposited ? Was it the agency of 
fire, or by water and alluvion1 think it probable that 
both may have been at work, being the two greatest sol¬ 
vents in nature, and at tlie same time the gi-eatest crystid- 
lisei-s: perhaps metallic ore may bo fbe work of alluvion, 
and tlic production of pure metallic substances tliat of heat. 
With respect to gohl, T think the latter tlioory is more 
reasonable, as it is always found in a pure state, while the 
qtiarto (pure silex) in which it is contained maybe alluvial, 
and one of the ciu-liest deposits, from tlie deeomposition of 
tile original unstratified mass. But where shall we seek 
for tlie original supply of the precious mchd? How is it 
formed, or whence has it been extrocteil by the agency of 
beat ? 

“It is not enough to say tliat, like other metals, it is 
found diffused through all nature; for an appreciable 
quantity of gold has been exti-actod from violets. In my 
opinion, it exists in the original unstratified mass, in im¬ 
perceptible proportions, but proportions vaiying in different 
places, other metals being more or less abundant The 
g^ter proportion of our soils were formed, according to 
Sir Humphrey Davy, by decomposition of the original 
mass, Mid this accounts for the diffusion of gold or small 
particles, which may be taken up by plants, and enter into 
the composition of organised bodies. If, then, tlie nnstra- 
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tified rock is tiie original scat of the metal, bnt inpartidca 
infinitely minute, it may have been separated by a very 
high degree of heat, by which it would be sublimated, or 
volatilised, and thus canned upward by chemico-eleotric. 
force, and by a process resembling distillation. In this 
way it would penetrate the quartz rock, or be condensed in 
the spaces of the laminated strata, sucli as talc-sohist or 
mica-slate. Such is tlie theory of Buckland and other 
modem geolo^sts. It may be mere speculation; but one 
thing is cei-tain, as may be seen at once by those who have 
examined the loi’ger masses of gold brought from Califois 
nia, that tlie finer particdos of gold have been ran togetiier 
by a second operation of heat, sufficient only to fuse them 
and separate them from tlie quartz; the first was distilla¬ 
tion, the second smelting, or rather simple fusion. It is 
possible that these gi'cat operations of Nature have been 
i-epeated at different inten als, and different seams of quartz 
and gold may be found on ascending the ravines, the lower 
more completely scattered (but in finer particles) through, 
imd the higher having undergone afteiwanls simple fii- 
sion.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Leave for 8«rranjento Cily-~t)e8crlptlon of the Country—Traders' Exactions—Their 
Mode of dealing vrlUi Indians—Their Ethicd Notl<»ui—The Numbers Srimon 
In the Biver, yet tito Fiiheriee—Oolouel f'raBkhaw's Account, of the KmigraiB 
Suffering on the Humboldt and tiie DcBert—Sutter’s Fort—Look in vain for bis 
great Coni'fiolds—The Captain sdU bis Interest in the Land at the Endsarca* 
dero, and oidcavours to found Suttcrsvillc —The Api*earance of Sacramento City 
—Bescription of It—Value of Town Aecenimodation for visitors—A Call* 

fornian Dormitory—Active Trade of the City—Anxiety of the Traders to secure 
Custom—The l*andcmoniums—Their motley FTtMiuenters—^National Ciiaraoterie- 
tics—Miners' Kecklessnoss—The llailtour—The Shipping—Their anomalous 
Vidue—'Wages at Sacramento—No Women nor Children there then—Cailfhridan 
llorsemuisidp—Indian Idleness—Bleknoss in the City—The Unbcalthinns Ha 

Situation—<io down the Sacramento in a \t'hale'boat—SuttmviUe—Call on Cap¬ 
tain Sutter—Schwarts’s Settlement—The old Russian Knibaroadero—Meet Ves¬ 
sels foil of Gold'iiuntcrs—Sk-ep »n Die Kivur Bank—The Sacramento a noMe 
Btver—lliiO Slougl)—Evening Piurty there—Its melancholy Termination—Enter 
the Upper or Sulsoon Bay—New York—Carquincs Strait—Hemida—lto 
pect»—Visit Ronoma—The ^'allcy and tlie Town—Ciencfn! 'S'allejo anxious to 
have it made the Scat of (tovemroent—Bide over tlio Neighbourhood—Leava for 
Sacramento in a small Sehoonor. 

I LEFT irornion Island for Sacramento city, tiwellmg along 
tJie Kio de los Americanos, the noble valley expanding as 
r proceeded, and, as I before remwked, wanting only in 
moistiu'a to render it one of the most fertile in &e world, 
'fhe timber followed tlic course of tiie river, and appeared 
in large clumps on tlio plain, in the places from which the 
water last recedes, sujjerb trees standing singly here and 
there, covering a space that at a little distance appeared 
much, greater than the radius of any single tree. Whesever 
one of those stood contiguous to tlie road, it was certain to 
be tlie site of a'grog-shop; and, numerous thou^i such 
places of resort were, tliey all appeared to be well patron¬ 
ised, nor did one ever hear a grumble about the exactions 
of their proprietors, though tiiiey demanded throe dollars 
for a bottle of stout, and one dollar for four little rolls of 
trash, which had no more the flavour of tobacco than they 
had that of honey. 1 saw three Califoniian Indians come 
into one of those' places while I was resting there, to buy a 
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bottle of spirit"!, of which they are passionately fond. The 
host better than half filled a bottle with alcohol, making 
up the residue with water, for which he charged them tliree 
dollars; and afterwards, taking the scale to weigh their 
dust, put in the quarter-ounce weight, which I knew was 
above the standard, and kept that full quantity in 2 >ayment, 
thus robbing those ignorant creatures in tlie three branches 
of that simple transaction: first, giving tlieni half water; 
secondly, putting in a four-dollai' weight to get three dol¬ 
lars; and, thirdly, having the said weight twenty-five per 
cent, above par: in addition to which, he charged a most 
imconscionable price for an abominable compound. 

As soon as the Indians went out, he turned to me, and 

said, “ 1 reckon you smoked how 1 sarved them at B- 

out?” To which 1 nodded. “ You know,” he continued, 
“no Christian man is bound to give full value to those 
infernal red-skins; they are unsoihsticated vagabones, and 
have no more bissnis with money tlian a mule or a wolf; 
they’ve no religion, an’ tharfore no consciences, so 1 deals 
with them accordin’.” “But,” I replied, not caring to get 
into an ethical controversy with so undiluted a reprobate, 
“ I believe your missionaries have already begun to en¬ 
lighten them, and are making preparations on a large scale 
to convert and bring them into the Christian fold.” “No 
doubt they have,” he said; “but it is time enough for men 
in trade to encourage them when tliey biarn tlie truths of 
the Gospel.” 

A new batch of customers interrupted the dialogue, so I 
left this impressive moralist, who I am satisfied deals with 
all alike when he finds he can tiy on his cheating witK 
impunity. A good many batches of cattle and mules now 
began to dot the plain; some that had crossed by tlie land 
route, and just arrived, presenting a wretched contrast to 
those sleek-sided beasts which were bred in the country’. 
Looking down the steep river-bank as I sauntered along, I 
could distinctly see great numbers of enormous salmon and 
trout in the clear water below. Such, as I have already 
remarked, abound in the Sacramento, San Joaquim, and 
all their tributaries, in all of which there are countless 
favourable places for erecting weirs, where any amount of 
fish might easily be taken, which always command an ex¬ 
orbitant price in the Sacramento and Francisco martlets. 
No one, however, seems to give the mattbr any attention, 
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though most other projects which present a profitable 
aspect are jumped at witli avidity. 1 talked over the sub¬ 
ject with some gentlemeu of intelligence and capital in 
both cities, hut I could not induce them to entertain it, 
though tliey would unhesitatingly give eight or ten dollars 
for a good fish. Their general objection was the great 
rises of the river, though, as I told them, weirs might be 
constructed that could lie removed on the approach of 
floods. 

About four o'clock I saw a flag waving on the end of a 
tall pole a few miles ahead, on the line of the river, where 
the valley opened out in a south-easterly direction fartlier 
than the eye could follow its bounds. This I was told was 
Sutter’s Fort, the place where Captain Sutter lirst esta¬ 
blished himself when he reached that (iountiy. As I was 
riding slowly on, I was overtaken by a j>ack-nu.do ti-aiu, 
just coming in from the Stsites, under the guidance of 
Colonel Ct'anshaw’. lloth men and animals appeared ter¬ 
ribly cut up, and tln re w<‘re (joiiiplaints of many accidents 
and great hardships, and the loss of several tuumals by 
exhaustion and Indian treachery. The men drew a fright¬ 
ful picture of the sufl'eriugs of tlie emigrants on Humboldt 
River and the desert. Colonel Cranshaw giving it as his 
opinion that they would all perish luik-ss early succour were 
sent to them. I recommended him to rej)rescnt it to the 
authorities as soon as lie got to the city, wdiich he did; and 
I believe it was the means of bringing about tlie organisa¬ 
tion for tlieir rescue which was subsequently so effectively 
got up. He also informed me of the spread of cholera iu 
the States, ojid mentioned several fatal cases as having 
occurred amongst the emigi’ants along the Platte. 

We pulled up at SutUn's Fort, which is about two miles 
from the embiucadero on the Rio de los Americanos. It 
is an oblong pile, crc<'ted on a rising groimd, with a lew 
of the characteristics of a fortress about it, being built of 
adobes, the external wall from eighteen to twenty feet in 
h«ght, shedded down all round inside, with an adobe 
house two stories high in the centre. 'J’Jiis w’as originally 
the captain’s residenco, and all the sheds seiwed as hi* 
stores, stables, &c. Now tlie house is a hotel, and the 
.sheds are fitted up as hospitals, billiard-rooms, and taps. 
There are two large gates, at each of which there were a 
pair of Indians iJouchant; but tire whole is in a state of 
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decay, crambling into its original dust, in Avhich it 
would not surprise me if there were a small per-eentage of 
^0 gol^n quality. 1 looked about the fort for Captain 
Sutter's immense fields of wheat and com, which should 
then be ready for the sickle, but not a head of either was 
to be seen, the captain having relinquished agricultural 
q)ursuits about the time when they would have recompensed 
him best, if the pursuit had been a thriving one; but I 
suppose the captain made the experiment, and finding the 
climate unsuitable for maturing grain, discontinued its 
culture; for he is not the mim to abandon a project if he 
thinks it can be made to answer expectations by perseve¬ 
rance 'and industiy. He no longer resides at the fort, his 
head-quarters being at Suttersville, on the banks of the 
Sacramento, about three miles below the city, where he is 
endeavouring to found a new town, liaving sold his interest 
in the site of Sacramento before it grew into its present 
importance: a piece of over-anxiety which threw a count¬ 
less fortune into the hands of the purchasere, and which 
he will not bo able to repair in his new project, for it does 
not appear to take in the slightest degree. 

.Sacramento city, ns the embarcadero is called, was clearly 
visible from the fort, reposing on the plain in its white 
summer costume; the plains on both sides down stocked 
witli cattle, mules, and horses, from which the ocean emi¬ 
grants purchased their supplies, there being no animal 
market in San Francisco. .For a mile out from the city 
there was a suburb of snow-white tents of different shapes 
and sisses, erected amongst the fine open trees that skirted 
•it, presenting a pretty and most unique appearance. On 
entering the town I foumi nine-tentlis of the houses made 
of tlie same material, nailed on very light irames indeed; 
tlie streets laid out ■with great regularily, and of a fine 
width, many of the majestic trees being permitted to re¬ 
main, casting their delicious shade around, and adding 
wonderfully to the novel and pleasing effect. The shops 
and stores are very spacioiis, and excellently assorted. 
Quantities of even light portable goods are piled out imder 
%he verandahs, where they remain niglit and day (strange 
as it may appear in this mi.xcd community) with perfect 
seem-ity: such was the apprehension of summary punish¬ 
ment that followed detected theft. 

Town lots were fetching wonderful prices at that period r 



DKHUKOB OF CAUEOBKU. 4c7 

sites with frontages tweaty-five feet by twenty-five feet in 
depth bringing from three thousand dollars to five Uiou- 
sand dollais, with a steady upward tendency. There were 
no hotels; but iu lieu of them there were boarding-houses, 
where bare meals cost twenty-five dollars i)er week. At¬ 
tached to each there was a large apartment, littered over 
with hay, where you paid one dollar for the privilege of 
lying oil the ground in your blanket. If you remained 
over oue night, you rolled your blanket np on th^ spot 
where you lay, and left it there; but as all did not go to 
bod at Uie same time, or in tlie same trim, you were subject 
to have your snoring interrupted by tins iron heel of ahu^ 
boot on your nose, or the knee of a staggering emigrant in 
seai'ch of his nest m the pit of your stoiuacli; nor was it 
unusual in the morning to find a congealed tobacco spittle 
on your clieck, or like a big soot-di'op on your blanket. 
There was one “gent” who generally retired about the 
same hour tliat 1 did, who told me, as ‘‘u curiosity,” that 
on last night we had the honom’ of having as lied-fellows 
two real judges, five ex-goveruors, three lawyers, and as 
many doetom, streaked with blacksmiths, linkers, and 
tailors, “ that made a most almighty beautUul democratic 
amatgam; that’s a fact.” Our bool'd was as good as it 
could bo without fish, milk, butter, or vegetables; but tiie 
drink was dire stuff. 

There was an active business doing in every shop with 
emigrants fitting out -for Uic mines; and so anxious were 
sliupkeepers to secure a trade at tlieiv large scale of profits, 
that tiiiey never exhibited any hesitation about giving credit 
to large amounts to parties they were wholly unacquainted 
with, and tliis without any introduction whatever. I saw 
several instances of this, and heai'd emigrants express their 
astonishment at the wonderful liberality of die traders, 
who, however, took care in all the cases to 'palin off a se¬ 
cond-rate article, or one diat had suflered damage in its 
long transit, knowhig that customers accommodated widi 
long credits would not be over-scrutinons in dieir e.xami- 
iiations; while their knowledge of tiie richness of the mines 
afforded them a guarantee that their customers would haw 
the means of easy repayment within their I'eaeh. 

lint the establishments diat commanded the laig'est and 
steadiest trade, and where the circulating medium beat 
with the strongest pulsation, were die “pandemoniums,” 
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whieh were crowded morning, noon, and niglit, with cer¬ 
tainly, the most mixed and motley congregations I ever 
before witnessed: whites, half-castes, copper, mahogany, 
and blacks—delegates from every nation that takes any part 
or interest in the commerce or intercourse of the world; 
their features more varied than their colours, and their 
costumes representing the fashions of their several coun¬ 
tries. The .jargon of voices, mutterings, and exclamations 
of those votiU’ies of fortune, made a most strange medley of 
sounds, and one could well discover the various national 
characteristics of the players in the progress of the game: 
the cool indifference of the Kussiau or the Turk, the latter 
placidly stroking his beard under the frowns of the fickle 
goddess; while the Frenchman at his elbow was sibilating 
his “satTcs,”and tlie Yankee opposite cursing and thumping 
the table with boisterous vehemence; Paddy down at the 
end consoling himself with the philosophic reflection, “ The 
worse luck now the better anotlier time. Come, my heai’ties! 
send round the ball—a faint heart never won a fair lady— 
hurroo!"—the cloaked Spaniard and the phlegmatic German 
laying down their stal«ts mechanically from tlie outside; 
the Scotch chiel poking in his head from the same region, 
just to see how the chances ran “afore he risked bis siller;” 
while Italians smoked and hummed, and Chinese looked 
as innocent as if tricks were no part of their training. All 
the riew-comci'S staked coin, the miners dust, some of them 
putting down large purses at a single venture, c.vclaiming, 
“Now for it! home or the diggius!” “The diggius, by 
heaven!” as tlie president raked tlie bag into tlie infernal 
coffers; and up got the iniiier to go dig another fortune, ■ 
and again to have it charmed from his grasp. 

There was a laige fleet of fine shipping in the river, lying 
afloat close enough to the banks to discharge by gangway, 
tlie river being very deep, and tidal for fifty miles above 
the city. Several splendid ships were dignantled, and con¬ 
verted into stores, boarding-houses, and hospitals, their 
crews having all deserted, and there being no possibility 
of getting them down to the coast. I saw “A. 1” ships 
%iere, four hundred tons bui-den, offered for eight thousand 
dollars without getting a customer; and fifteen-ton boats, 
suited for river trade, selling readily as high as two thou¬ 
sand five hundred dollars. Wages for all descriptions of 
work were veiy high at that time, a common labourer getting 
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twelve dollars and his “ keep,” aitd any other sort of trades¬ 
man from one ounce to twenty dollars. The cost of tight- 
caning the tires of a waggon was tliirty-two dollars, and that 
of shoeing a horse twelves dollars. However, ns the emi¬ 
grants came in, those unpiu'allcled charges were gradually 
fined down, but never to what 1 would call a ivasonablo 
level. 

There was one peculiarity about the city, tlien containing 
about ten thousand souls, that could not fail to strike a 
stranger immediately—namely, tlic total absence of women 
and children. Native Californians wore cojtstantly coming 
and going; galloping, as is always Uieir custom, at full 
speed,, even through the most crowded tlioroughfai'es. 
They manage their horses, however-, with admirable skill, 
and can rein them up in an instant, from tlyr severity of 
their bits. Numbers, too, of the native ludiims were con¬ 
stantly strolling about, too idle to hin; theniselvcs out, even 
at the high rates ofi'ered. They wore strolling in groups, 
and genenrlly ongagerd in gambling, not with curds, but at 
a kind of tbimble-rig, in which oneman takes a small ball, 
and alter shufiling his hands, so as to pn/./.le the sight, then 
holds them nut for the par-ties to guess in which tlie ball 
is, each taking his turn at hiding it. I was greatly amused 
while standing over- them as tiny were squattecl under a 
large tree at the end of one of the main streets, swaying 
their bodies about and passing remarks during the progress 
of the game. 

Stckucss prevailed in the city irt the shape of dysentery 
and diarrhoea, and great apprehensions were enter-tamed 
that the iireoming enrignurts w-ould bring cholera with 
them. I fear that the city, fronr its position, will neverr be 
a peculiar'ly healtliy one, for- it stands in a hollow, several 
feet below tire level of the river-bank. This renders it aln 
solutely impossible to (Irain it properly; while the ground 
at the bock, towai;ds the fort, and again otr fire .soutli, 
fowards SuttersvillC rises so considerably, that unless the 
anUrorities can establish a mediten-onean sink to swallow 
the impurities, they must let them dry up aird fester- in the 
pools that stand under the houses, which are raised on 
piles. 

After inspecting this gossamer city, I started with a few 
new acquaintances in a wh|de-boat down the Sacramento, 
leaving at the turn of the tide, and dropping down to Snt- 

D 
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tersville, ^ere there were a few ships lying. There, 
although several streets were staked out, very few houses 
were erected, and no appearance of any trade or huatie, 
except that resulting from a small ganison of United States 
troops stationed there, greatly tliinned, as I heard, by de¬ 
sertion, while at the back of the town stood the residence 
of Captain Sutter, on whom I called. Ho was, however, at 
his rancho on Featlier Kiver; ^ circumstance I much re¬ 
gretted, as I expected to have derived a good deal of infor¬ 
mation from him concerning tlie countiy, and to have 
obtained his candid opinion as to its agricultural capa¬ 
bilities. 

Four miles farther down, on the opposite side of the 
river, there is a Germim settler named Schwartz, who has 
cleared a lot of land, on wliich he raises water and musk 
melons and pumpkins, and now derives a very good income 
from their sale. He has a squad of half-civilised Indians 
about him, whom he keeps mostly employed in net-iishing 
for salmon, which they catch in great numbers and of im¬ 
mense size. Some of them, tliat I saw split and suspended 
to diy in a shed behuid his house, weighed as much as 
thirty pounds, and are only used for the diet of his Indian 
servitoi-s, who ivdish tliem e.xoeedingly. I told him it would 
pay him better than l)is vegetable gaivleniiig to send tihe 
tisli fresh to the Sacramento market: an e.xperiment he 
said he would try. He is a long time in the country, and 
sai<l to be enonnously rich; bnt lives in a rude and com¬ 
fortless state, and witliout any idea of hospitality. A few 
miles below him, on the opposite bank, is what is called 
the llussian enibarcadero; a sloping indentation on the 
shore, where the llussians at one time formed a small set¬ 
tlement, but at present tliere is no vestige of tlic colony, 
nor does the adjoining country furnish any evidence that 
they were improving settlers; for, beyond a small clearance 
for tlie supply of firewood, I could see any trace of 
iudustiy. * 

We pulled*eight or 'nine miles farther down, against a 
strong flood tide, passing two schooners and sevei-al smaller 
craft on their way up, choke-full of passengers; and, as the 
shades of evening set in, made fast our boat to a tree stem, 
cooking our supper, and fixing our couches on the bank; 
often hearing tln oughout the night the jocund song of em¬ 
bryo gold-diggers, gladly gliding over the waters to the 
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g(^den goal. Next morning vre got under way early, stealing 
down by the lofty banks under the shiide of the impending 
.trees, getting an occasional slant of favoiunble wind at 
some of tlie bends of tills truly noble rh er, which is almost 
of a uiiifonn depth, without “snag” or “sawyer,” or any 
other obstruction, to interfere with or emlmiger navigation: 
a peculiarity the inoi’e striking fiom tiie gi'eat height and 
impetuosity of its winter Hoods, and the proximity of tim¬ 
ber trees to the banks. Tliere are scarcely any water-fowl 
on its lower waters, and rarely, if ever, is there an open 
space in tlie impenetrable forest that skirts its shores. I 
landed in several jilacos, i\iiej-o J thought I discovered 
breaks; but they were of no extent, imd only caused by 
lagunes too swampy for tlie growth of timlier. We passed 
two small Indian encampments during the day; but the 
occupants ha<l nothing to oiler in the way of trade, and 
appeared to be living in a state of great squalor, many of. 
them covered with blotches and loathsome ulcers. 

However, if silence and solitude rcagned along the shores, 
tiie songs of the sailors and boatniMi. and the chants of 
cheery emigrants, enlivened the watera iis they swept along, 
in quick sma'c'.sion, towards the goal of their fortimes; and 
many a time were we hailed for infomiation by those san¬ 
guine voyagers, to know how matters went on in the mines, 
as they conceived it “ passing strange” to sec men turning 
their hacks upon J’lut.iis ns we were. W« came on tlie 
second night to the mouth of the Hlougli. a iiamiw gut that 
runs in a straight course for I'.ight miles, joining tlie river 
again at the end of that distance, the river taking a sweep 
of forty miles to arrive at the same point. It is deep 
enough for any vessel, luid all conic through it to siiorten 
the distance. According to the computation of an Ame¬ 
rican settler there, we wore ninety miles from Sacramento, 
in the course of the evening we were joined by four otiier 
^boats on their w® up, and made “ right merrie” on ilie 
strength of our plying intelligeiKM; for, tliough i did not 
disguise the drawbacks, such as sickness and privations, 
these never overcast the bright anticipations which the cer¬ 
tain abundance of gold engendered. Myriads of mosqui¬ 
toes tilled the air in the neighbourhood, the first 1 saw on 
the waters of the Sacrameaito, and of a very poisonous 
^ecies, inflammation settirig in immediately after the sting. 
They resisted all our effort to banish them, and continu^ 
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dreadfully annoying, coming in clouds from the tule marshes 
that lay between the Slough and the river. Like our party- 
coming up the Platte, the Americans betook tliemselves to. 
the water, performing all sorts of capers, and, in their exu¬ 
berant glee, indulging in eveiy’manner of joke: one fellow, 
after a heavy plunge, shouting out, “ Bottom, bottom!” ano¬ 
ther hallooing in reply, “ Take care you don't knock it out, 
and let through all die gtdd!” and such like hndinnije; but 
in the height of the nien-iment a sharp eiy of distress arose, 
and before assistance coub' be rend<*red, a young man, 
named Fliutner, had ])assed from the hopes and anxieties of 
this world to an endless eternity. 

After passing the Slough I'ext morning, the. river began 
to expand, forming bars in place.,, the ' dier getting thin¬ 
ner, and the hank.-, more and more flat, nr til \v(! passed the 
delta througli whiclr the xviiters of the Saeramont' and tlie 
San Joaqnim disemhogne into Snisoon Bay. On getting 
into tlie bay we cncoimtered a heavy sea, di-iveu up '•y a 
north-westerly breeze, which was quite enough for an open 
i»oat to contend with: and the wind continued to freshen 
so much that we were forced to hear off for a small harbour 
on its eastern shore, where a new cit.y has been founded, 
under tlie proud name of New York. It is, however, a per¬ 
fect mystery to me on what its founders build tlieir expec¬ 
tations of Ihture eminence, for it stands on a swamp, witli 
a shallow channel to approach it, and a bald barren coun¬ 
try behind it. As tlie afternoon advanced the breeze lulled, 
and we entered Carquines Strait under a resplendent sky, 
gemmed over with celestial jewels, that shed a glittering 
light on the high, bold cliffs of its southern shore; the in¬ 
fant city of Bemicia. on the hanging shqie opposite, with its 
ships in front, and military cantonments spi-ead out on the 
hiU behind, presenting a novel but beautiful spectacle. 

Benicia stands on the northern shore of the stiiiit which 
connects the Suisoon and the San Pujl^ Bays; the strait 
is a mile wide, and several fathoms iri*epth. The shore 
along the town is bold and deep, admitting vessels of the 
largest burden to come close idongside. The head-quarters 
of the American troops in California ore fixed here, wlxieh, 
I imagine, led to the idea of establishing the city, in ex¬ 
pectation liiat extensive government works would follow. 
As yet, however, there is no syjnptom of any move of that 
sort, aiid town lots, which were for a while at a high 
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premium, now drag out a precarious existence at par. 
There are a few good houses and stores, but Uiere is no 
.stir of trade about it. Like New York, the countjy behind 
Benicia is of mediocre character, tlie liills npjiroachiug it 
"loscly, and it lius no contie.\!on with any of the mines, 
i cannot therefot predict any grant prospect for this new 
] !, wb'ib has. however, many uatiiral advantages. 

‘'.'in ■) •< 'ing Sacranieiito f inteu<lo<l uoing on to Fran- 
(•:sc<- ■' r ''viiig south, and wintering in the distrii t of 
! Ij ! in ,1 ose; but 1.1 n i-e accidentally met witli two 

i !. _ r.'ons across the continent, with two otlier 

'! on llioir way np (o Sacniniento, to stall, 

I' i'i u licit roiile they rocoimted to ino mnr- 

• i.Mi. i.h d( rivet' horn i, Inliitable antboi-ity, pressing 

• ■ • joM I"-.!!. This I. (in.'illy con.sentod to. having, as 

.' Cl ulm.d .-ci-iy ’ i"e niontlis to visit the northern 

oof'ire i.'e ’•■i-, teii-son would set in: so I arranged 
to meet them at S.vramento in three days, giving them 
aiuliorily to include inv n'ljuisiles in tlieir outtit. as I de¬ 
termined to take tliis opjiortunity of visiting Sonoma, 
wliieh was ri'presented in tlie most glowing c.oloura as a 
valley of great beauty and e.xtraordiimry fertility, where 
grain had been raised, and could lie grown to meet tlie 
requirements of the entire .-oniitry, being anxious to see a 
place so particularly specified as jiossessing agricultural 
ipialilications, of wlueli J doubted the existence for lUiy ex¬ 
tent in any part of the vtilley of the Sacramento. The 
vallev and the town, one of the, sites of the old Missions, 
are situated on the northeni shores of tlie bay, about 
eigliteen miles .niand, on a creek of its own name, which 
IS n' igalile for twelve or fourteen miles for vessels of light 
draught in seasons of higli water; hut at this season (lOtb 
September) die embarcaclero cannot be approached, even 
by a cam except at the top of liigli water. The sliore.s. 
pf the baj . for stme miles inlimd, are marshy, and fit for 
nothing ntdess it * tlie cultivation of rice. However, as 
I proceeded the land improved wonderfully in quality, but 
the fine grass was brown and parched for want of moisture; 
several herds of tame cattle and horses, all in magnificent 
condition, were scattered over it. 'I'liere were also good 
log-houses of new settlers. The valley is bounded at the 
back by low rounded hillq, with scarcely any timber, but 
green tdl over with wild oats, on which the cattle feed 
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■vrtien other herbage is scanty; and from those hills there 
issue several streams, that might be made subservient to 
the purposes of irrigation in the earlier season, but very 
few of them now contained any water. 

The town, like all tlie old'^issions, is built round a 
plasa, btit there is now scarcely a vestige of tlie old estab¬ 
lishments; in their stead, good modem houses and stores 
have l>een erected. It is a favourite place tor settlement 
by those not carried away by tlie mania of gold-digging, 
and will rise into importance, if the proprietor, Genei^ 
Don Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, succeeds (as it is thought 
he will) in having the seat of government transfewed thither, 
whdn it would become the residt'nce of the governor, and 
the place where the senate and assembly would congregate. 
The general, who is an enormously rich man, would be 
greatly benetited by such an lUTangement, for almost all 
the property around belongs to him. The position and 
natural beauty of the place will tell in its favour, and I 
understand that the general has offered to advance a sum 
sufficient to cover tlie erection of all the offices and public 
buildings retpiired by the govcmihent. I waited on the 
general, who is a native of the couutiy, and was received 
witli the greatest courtesy and hospitality. He is a fine, 
handsome man, in the prime of life, of supiTior attainments 
and great natural talent: the only native Californian in the 
senate. His lady is also jiossessed of unusual personal 
attractions, and of that easy dignity and cordiality of man¬ 
ner so peculiarly characteristic of Spanish ladies. His 
house is a fine one, superbly furnished, and wanting in 
nothing that comfort or lu.xury requires. 

I hired a hoiwe, and rode over the wholp of the adjacent 
countiy, known as tlie valley of Sonoma, but could onfy 
meet a few places, of inconsiderable extent, where crops 
could be raised, as in tliose localities only could irrigation 
be kept up to the proper period of ma|pration. I finished 
my survey time enough to get down to a nice schooner 
lying at the mouth of the creek, in which I engaged my 
passage to Sacramento: but, being late, I was obliged to 
put up with deck accommodation, all the berths below 
being occupied: a disappointment I did not much regret 
in such a climate, on one of its finest nights, after such an 
apprenticesliip as 1 had served to unsheltered sleeping in 
crossing th'e plains. 
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8<t saU and ^et AgrountWTtow we tmniped, thnm|K!d« and 8tag))iTed—Scono !n fhc> 
C^Un^SlMiidng in the Fore^Ml—Frovidentiiil PcJivcranco—doktng next 3lornHig 
•—Dead Cairn and hot San-~Ca8t Anchor—Amusements on Bourd—The Cttifor- 
nion FrOfer^book—Short Commons—Wild (’attic—Shoot a Steer—-Thsjr Fine 
IBhape^liow itiey originated and incroasLil—Substitute tor the Bulfolo—(lot the 
Beef OR Board—Bhary Exercise and coM Evening Airsuperinduou Illness—Synip- 
toms—CttlUbmian Ague—The SuhVring» it entails —Jlow I dealt aitli it and 
conquered it—Causes of Its vimli’nce in liie Mine<!--Wonderful Progress of Racra> 
monto—Attempt to Defeat the (Charter hy the (iambliTs- -Their Motives—First 
Hotel in Sacramento—Us Slyle of Areiiitecture—internal (Construction—The 
Opoiing Ikmquet—(?oH and llcnt of the Concern. 

We weighod (luchov by moonlight, ft iih a liiu! Iwotze; but 
jiKit as \vf.' hovt! in stays on onr livst tnrk, \vc I'overeaclied 
on to a bank, gt^ting liwt aground, and as tlie tide rose, 
kept thumping and drifting for some hours,. Altitongli the 
sea did not run very high, our situation was at.tenited with 
danger, as onr bark was one of those, frail craft gol^up 
hurriedly to meet the demand for river navigation, and was 
neither timbered, fastoned, nor found sid>.stantiidly, and 
was w’ithout even a k(.‘dge on board to bowse her off. 
However, as the wind sets steadily from the same point 
i'rom Eebruaiy till Oi.'lober, we knew site, would forge iu the, 
same direction all night, luid probably stagger into deep 
water ere the moniiiig tide. The air was very sliarp, but 
sleep or comfort was ndt to be obtained; for, after lying for 
a while on her larboanl Iteain-ends, bumping and thuuipiug, 
pur craft would smldcnly rise on even ktiel in deejicr water, 
and as suddenly fan down on lier staiiioard licam, huddling 
passengers, furaiture, and all odds and ends in the cabin, 
into a kaleidoscopic heap, inflicting on them serious wounds, 
CKts, and bruises. 'J'he dock was altogether unsafe, for tlu) 
bulwarks were so low that they afforded no protectoii finm 
a sharp list; but as her sails were lowered and not. furled, 
I bethought me tliat probuljly tlie bag of tlie foresail might 
afford a tolerable hammock. So, crawling forward during 
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a short lull, I made fast tlic boom securely, and, drop- 
ping myself down, was soon rocked into a profound sleep, 
which was broken in upon in the middle of tlie night by 
the noise of the crew and the shouting of the captain to 
hoist the sails. I. could not at once brmg to mind my 
situation, and made no etfort to rise till I found the canvass 
slipping ill folds from under me, and. flic boom swinging 
violentlj', when I became conscious of my situation and 
danger, and roared with might and main without making 
myself hoard. 1 then endeavoured to get upright, but 
every lift of the sail upset me, and as it was fast getting 
chock uj), I felt the peril of my position; grasping at the 
reef-points, two of which I got hold of, and being in the 
second row, they just enabled me to touch tlie boom witli 
my toes: however, as 1 was to leewai’d, the bagging of the 
sail to a stiff breeze made my hold very insecure and feai‘- 
fullj' diuigoroiis, being wholly unperceivod in the dark, and 
the vessel going free, fully eight knots. I again tried to 
attract attention, but my efforts wero drowned by the 
rushing of the water and the whistling of the wind through 
the cordage. My hold and footing now got more difficult 
and uncertain, rendering me dreadfully nervoas and ex¬ 
hausted. But just ns 1 was about abiuidouing all hopes, 
the man at the helm lot the shij) take a yaw to leeward, the 
saH gibed, and as it pas.sod over the deck, I dropped down 
almost in a state of insensibility. It was a miraculous and 
providential deliverance, and led to the registration of a 
vow on the subject of hammocks, which I would recommend 
all travellers to imitate. It seems our bark got afloat in 
deep water earlier than we c.xpected: and there being no 
more shoals or banka in our course, aud tolerable starlight, 
the captain ordered the men to make sail, my lucky star 
Iteing in the ascendfmt, otherwise there woul<l have been an 
abrupt conclusion to my Californian mmbles and adven¬ 
tures. 

As the morning sun rose, warm and unclouded, my 
vapours, excitement, and displeasure evaporated, leaving 
me, however, as the sailors term it, “an appetite like a 
handsaw,” and making mo merge eveiy cranky feeling into 
a keen desire for breakfast, which was prolonged, to the 
nmioyance of the second table candidates, by the recital of 
the hammock adventure, as the crowded state of the vessel 
and her limited accommodation rendered such an arrange- 
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inent inevitable. There were divers inislijips of a more 
unpretending character, evidenced by patches and dis¬ 
colorations of different tints find shades; but tlie oidy 
querulous sufferer was an old AVel-sb aldieniist, on his way 
to tlie uiiiu's, to cheat Nature out of tlio great secret, who lost 
one pane out of his spectacles, and was apprehensive Uiut 
. the glaziers in Sacramento were unprovided witli any but 
^vhat the trade term a t;.C. article. Various wore the sly 
jokes and bad jiuus manufactured on the occasion, till a 
rough countryman of my own suggested aploeo of “Pat’s 
hat," which fairly roused t'adwallader from a simmer to a 
boil over. 

As the day advanced the wind declined, the sun’s heat 
inci’easing in intensity till noon, when it subsided to a dead 
calm, which, together with an (fhb tide, obliged us to cast 
anchor nearly abreast of tlie mouths of the Safa’ameiito and 
SantloiKjnim rivei-s. PlveiT one now fidoitted his favourite 
metliod of killing tiiiK!, which was rather si ditlicult lahom’ 
with the limited armoury on board, fis library llicre was 
none; neitlier were tlu're tishing-l'ines, nets, musical instru¬ 
ments, nor even a shady retreat Iroiii the sohir blaze; for 
dread note'- of prc))ariiiiou wore andilily issuing i’roin tlie 
little cabin, where tlu; torpid moKf|nil.<ies. which had been 
piiriilysed by the (thills ol" Sun Francisco, began buckling 
on dieir arnionr, reinfonfod by fresh drafts from tlie ueigh- 
boming delta. Cligars were emj>loyed by s'line, otliors were 
engaged at rifle-practice at empty botiies ibrown into tins 
water, but by far the greater number wore engaged in tlio 
study of tlie “ Californiau x>rayer-book ’—as a jiock of cards 
is profanely desigiiati'il-—a weax>ou w’hich a native or an 
acclimated settler rarely stirs abroad witlioul, such is 
the all-absorbing jiassion for the game; and most ctU’eftil, 
too, are tliey of tlicir missal, which they cfiriy in a nicely 
dtting case, something like those soniiwich-hoxes which 
hard-worked lawyers in the Westminster courts carry about 
to swell their bags. 

As I was suiweying tho various groups of monte profes¬ 
sors, “poker’’ pushers, and “uker” players, I overheard tho 
steward telling the captain, “ that not calculating on such 
a crowd of passengei's, he feared all bis ft’esh jirovisions 
would run out.” While they were discussing as to how 
this difficulty was to be met, I called the cajitain’s attention 
to a moving mass, as it appeared to me, on the side of one 
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of the remote which proved, on a survey through the 
glass, to be a lai^e herd of cattle which I imagined be¬ 
longed to a neighbouring rancho. I would not have 
minded them farther, only tliat tlie captain ordered a boat 
to be lowered, and commenced canvassing for recniits to 
go in pursuit of “the wild steers j'onder;” bnt, with the 
exception of myself and another, there were no vohmteers. 
to reinforce the regular ciew of tlie vessel. So we pushed 
off, seven in number, dividing ourselves, when we reached 
the shore, into tliree parties, a centre- and two wings, 
creeping as covertly as the naked pasture would permit, 
mitil the mate and his companion, who came first within 
range, fired. The -herd then broke in otir direction, and 
by the time they ajvproaclied close enough for our guns to 
play, we could discern one badly crippled, unable to keep 
up with the ivsst, stopping frequently, looking back wildly, 
and lowing lowly in a piteous tone, during one of which 
pauses my comrade shot him again, and fatally, for life 
was quite extinct ere we came up, a distance of not more 
than one hundred and fifty .yards. 

He was in prime order, and, from his marks and nice 
points, would not dii^ace the paddocks of the best Lei¬ 
cestershire feeder. While cutting him up, I inquired if 
those herds were numerous, or if there was no ownerahip 
claimed by any parties. It seems, however, that, unless a 
beast in tliat country is duly branded, he is puldic property, 
and that the number of tliose independent herds in the 
valleys of the Saei'amento and San Joaquim ai-e immense, 
oripnating in animals that wander out of company o-n 
those vast plains, which, after once breeding in the wilder¬ 
ness, are never again disposed to rejoin tire more domesti¬ 
cated droves. Settlers, too, who, ere the discovery of the 
gold mines, were attracted to Oregon as a coimtiy more 
suited for agricultural purposes, made convenient selections 
from their large herds, driving them over the mountains, 
and leaving the culls to “increase and multiply,” in a state 
of perfect nature; from which parent stock tire country is 
supplied with a substitute for the buffalo, which is not 
fomid westward of tire Rocky Mountains; and most oppor¬ 
tunely do they often minister to an empty stomach, or a 
system rife with sem-vj', fronr the constant use of salt pro¬ 
visions unaccomparried with vegetebles. 

By the time we got on board with all the prime i»eces, 
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a fresli breeze began to spring up with the flood tide; but 
as evening came on, the air became uncomfortably chill, 
which was more sensibly felt by me'from the state of the 
blood, after ilie sharp exemse of the day, each having had 
a long distance to pack a hiwy load of beef. The cabin 
being, crammed to suifocation, and dark with tobacco 
smoke, I rolled myself up in my blanket on tiie deck, at 
a respectful distanct^ li-om the foresail; but the extreme 
cold banishing the luxury of sleep, f shifted ray position 
close to tile cook’s (puu'tcrs. However, the caloric in that 
region was insufficient to motlify my shivers. I tried the 
virtues of brandy-aiid-water, but they were (>f no avail, and 
by the time evei-y resourcti was exhausted, aud day break¬ 
ing, I felt sickislt aud out of sorts; the breakfast prepara¬ 
tions hissed unheected round iiiy earn, and wei'e wafted 
witliout effect umler my nostrils; my aching joints caused 
me to apprehend a fe^■e]•, as Imwlache began stealthily to' 
take its place, with wliieb the stomach soon avowed a 
kindred sympathy, until a complete over-all-islmess forced 
me to resume my blanket.. The iliniier, with all its wild- 
becf attractions, hail none for me; and as the day again 
declined into shade and cold, I felt dirilis iilong my sjnne, 
followed by an uncontrollable shivering ipiite fondgn tf) 
me, but recognised by tlie initiated as the premonitoiy 
symptoms of ague, wbicli, sure enougli, as another night 
came round, had gHtiiei-ed sutticieut ■-treTigtli to sltul^e me 
witliout mercy. 

Nor were the cold tits the worst: (lie diy roasting fever 
that succeeded htul incoinporalily more hoiTors for me; 
and for tho four days during which we continued to creep 
up tliis fine river, on which the high iianks and lofty 
timber permitted only tlie topsails to draw with effect, did 
my ailment increase in virulence, my sti'ength becoming so 
tliorougbly prostrated, that 1 had to be carried on shore in 
a hammock, to wdioro my friend’s tent was erectesl on the 
outskirts of the city. 1 tried a whole catalogue of ague 
recipes; but- my daily visitant, which came as punctually 
as if its movements had been regulated by a cbiwiometer, 
set them all at defiance, imtil I was unable to sit erect to 
take a drink; my shoulders, hips, knees, and ankles getting 
stripped and ulcerated from the terrible shaking and tim 
harflness of my conch. Jly case was now considered hope¬ 
less, and, believing my recovery impossible, I made an 
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effort, though an ineffectual one, to scrawl a line to my 
absent friends, which was forwarded by a friend, whose 
uuweaiying kindnes# and tender attention shall never be 
forgotten by me. 

In addition to my bodily weakness, I also conceived 
that my mental faculties were failing, which caused an 
agony of fear and contrition at the thought of going be¬ 
fore my Eternal Judge without any religious consolation. 
While in this state, I pex’suaded my friend, as a last i-e- 
soiu’cc, to procure me some <]uiuine, sufficient for three 
doses of double die ordinaiy quantity. The ^I’St of these 
he reluctantly administered in a little brandy, and, to his 
great dismay, saw it followed by the most aggravated and 
prolonged ague-lit I ever had; but as it subsided, instead 
of its usual concomitant, a burning ffver, I found a genial 
glow begin to creep over me, uccompauiod by a gentle 
•perspiration, and a soothed state of mind and body, which 
was succeeded by the first visitation of refreshing sleep I 
had had for seveiul days, i awoke gi'eatly refreshed, and, 
feeling that my enemy was staggered, iusj,sted on another 
dose to follow up the blow, and again a delicious slumber, 
mibroken by dreams, shed its sanative influence upon me. 
When waking consciousness returned, 1 felt stout enough 
to demand imperatively' the remaining dose, and as 1 
swallowed it, 1 felt as assured of my victoiy as if I had 
had my knee on the chest of a footpad, with a pistol at his 
head.* 

The Californian ague is said to be die very worst type of 
diat fearful malady; and its victims, being, for the most 
pai’t, unprovided with the means and appliances to mitigate 
its attacks, suffer proportionately. Living in cold tents, 
sleeping on the damp eai'th, ■working veiy generally knee- 
deep in water, rarely provided with- changes of clothing, 
and using unwholesome diet, tliey become an easy prey to 
its ravages. 

* I subsequ^tly got a recipe fVoin a gentleman whom I met, the 
efficacy of which. I once tested in a renewed attack, and in namerous 
other cases where I administered it. This I subjoin for the benefit of 
future travellers:— 

Twenty-fire grains of blue ptlU twontr-five grains of quinine, and 
twelve grains of oil of block pepper, made into twelve pills; one to bo 
taken every hour, for six hours, on the morning of the fit; one every 
hour, for four hours, the following morning; the remaning twro, at the 
same interval, on the third momi^. 
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When able to move about the town, I was amazed at tiie 
extent of improvement during the limited period of my 
absence. The edifices, to be sure,%ere of simple con¬ 
struction, and capable of being erected with great facility: 
nevertheless, when I surveyed one fine new street of goodly 
proportions, with well-stored shops and a busy population, 
which had sprung into being and bustle in so brief a space, 
I could not repress my wonder. Other streets, ambitiously 
planned, were also fast ni)pro.\imating to fitness tor occu¬ 
pation. The most imposing piece of tu’chitoctnre in each 
was, as a matter of course, a capacious “hell,'’ organdy 
gambling rendezvons, one of wliirh hail emblazoned on it, 
in letters of immense miignitiide, the ipiaintly character¬ 
istic name of “Tin; City Diggings." 

There was an iiniisual ballot just then proceeding, to 
take the sense of the cominunily as f<' tlio )>ropriety of 
having a charter for the city; a measure which was near 
being defeated, owing to wondi-oiis activity and ])rofiise ex¬ 
penditure in treating and bribing by the gambling commu¬ 
nity, who feared that, if the city became endowed with re¬ 
gular corjiorate privileges, enei’giUic steps would be takeit 
to put down their nuisauces. Two ounces of gold was the 
oidiiiary rate of a vote, and all those nefarious receptacles 
were turned into open cellars for the occasion, where every 
reckless opi»onont to law, order, or good .society, could walk 
in and helj) himself as he listed. Howevei-, after a close 
contest, the vampires and their myrniidi-us were defeated; 
and the city is now governed by munic.i]ial laws imd regu¬ 
lations, emanating from a corporation who aro interested 
in the real and permanent iirosperity of the place, which I 
trust has, ere this, abolislied or abated those crying abomi¬ 
nations. 

I was awakened, tire morning after the election, by the 
booming of cannon at regular intetwals; and supposing it 
to bo eititer iir celebratioir of the airspicious termination of 
that event, or annouircing tire arrival of a frigate that was 
expected, I took a stroll towards the harbour, from whence 
the reports came, my strength being sufficiently restored 
to enable me to take moderate exercise; but I discovei’ed 
that the feu-de-joie was in honour of (he opening of tho 
first attempt at a regular hotel, which was just observable 
above the surface when l,went down the Sacramento. It 
Is called the “City Hotel,” and is a fine lumber or wooden 
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bmldlfig M ecnxeiden^ie dimensionB, intetided to be the 
great'toclMtecturai feature of the city, with decorations of 
as preteading a cbailfcter as green wood would admit of; 
but as to tiieir affinity to any of the celebrated orders of 
nntaquiiy, or to the incongnious medleys of modem date, 
I believe it would be just as difficult a task to decide upon 
the exact relationship of Dermot MacFig’s Dulcinea, ^vfaich 
she pleaded in extenuation of being 

Caught in a jifT 

With a mealmaa so tail and so big, 

as to say whether the Corinthian, the Ionic, the Gothic, or 
some other of the “nies” or niches could lay best claim to 
the flattering connection. In a word, it is a showy edifice, 
with a good deal of cutting, carving, and scratching, clothed 
in a gaudy suit of liaring paints, and witlr a large prelect¬ 
ing verandah and balcony to relieve tlie “ broad Atlantic” 
of its countenance. 

The interior is Iwd out more with a view to profit than 
pomfort, the saloons for the tohU'-d'hSte and wet smokers 
being more than ordinarily capacious, while the dormito¬ 
ries are in the otlier extreme, those with single beds being 
cramped, piuched-up little cells, wide enough in one direc¬ 
tion for a folding mattress, and in the otlier for a slim 
washhand-stand, a narrow chair, the occupant, and his 
■valise. • There are some half-dozen state sleeping-rooms of 
more extensive dimensions, with one or two more articles 
of attenuated furniture, and space enough for the atten¬ 
dant, when summoned, to come in bodily, on which a cor¬ 
respondingly high tariff was exacted. There is also one large 
omnibus apartment, with sleeping traps, or bunks, as they 
are called, in tiers four deep all ai'ound, festooned with 
printed or daubed caliob, calculated to accommodate, or, 
more properly speaking, hold an entire regiment. In the 
centre of this room stood a dressing-table of undressed 
wood, surmounted with an exaggerated basin, and looking- 
glass to match; while from its horns hnng in chains an 
elephantine rack and brush on either side, the tooffi-brusfa 
being exempt from restraint, either because it was compa¬ 
ratively valueless, or because the eccentric motions of 
dental purification required it ^ be left free. The order 
of each day is, “One done, another come on;” in con- 



fomiity Avitb. which a rank of candidates, wiUi tucked-up 
sleeves and ttickod-doAvn canal's, stand in exact iilc for their 
turns; tlie man next the jMsrson uftder the process very 
(generally taking a rasp at the tooth-brush, either to while 
away the time ttr have so much of his job over. The main 
ai>artment has a spacious bui' at one end. witli an elongated 
counter, on which are placed tlie different pot^ry imple 
lucnts aial instnmients, arranged in their mo.st attractive 
liositions: bi;hind Avhich iir<.' rows of niccly-decoratod kegs, 
with their polished brass cocks and distinctive designations, 
tlie space over tlieni being garnished with bottles cd' eveiy 
variety of size, shape, and hue. labelled^iost picturesquely. 
At tlie other end stand a billiard-table and siuidry other 
tables, Avhere folks might either sip tlieir beverage or open 
their prayer-Books, or botli; each of which was rented out 
to monte dealers, roulette players, or chuok-a-luck men. 
Chuira. rocking luid ricketty. are distributed at convenient 
intervals, and the walls ai'e hung romid with pnnts of the 
“lions" indigenous to tlie States. 

It was not exactly the most propitious day for inspecting 
the premises, as' the crowd that thronged it was immense, 
the. hospilal'lc lessees having spread a graUutons boardlor 
all comers, where tlie faro was most plentiful and excellent, 
and attendance most prompt, evei’y call being attended to 
witli as much iJacrily .'iiul iippureiit cheerfulness as if the 
screw had been at work. C'liainpagnc was produced as 
quickly as water, and piustiy—^which bears u most, exorbitMit 
price—was as plenfiiul as hard bread; while demolished 
hams, joints of beef, mutton, and venison, were maguaddy 
coplat-od by most becoming successors; permitting me to 
lake it for granted tliat the culinary (l(!partment was most 
Conveniently and efficiently contrived. The feast was pro¬ 
longed for several hours, and tlie drinking mitil its effects 
were in-esistible. Putting tlie current price upon die dif¬ 
ferent meats, drinks, condiments, Sus. which were sacrificed 
on dmt day, I could fearlessly assert that five tliousand 
dollars would not cover the expense. The bailding and 
fumitiuvj of die concern cost fifty thousand dollars, and it 
is held at a yearly sum of tea thousand dollars; rather a 
stai'ding rent for such a concern, in a city of not twelve 
months’ standhig. 
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CHAPTEll YI. 


Prepare for the Northern Trip-^Admiral Stockton’s magnanimous Conduct—Select 
an Ox*Team~Price of Hay—Lose some of our Animals—Obliged to travel our 
First Stage hj Night<-1^^ Marks—Our Nap on the Trail—Disappointed Hopes 
—Distress of the Oxen—Jteach the River—Resume our Journey—Find good 
Quarters, and kill a Deer—F^r’s Ranche—Those Establishments in Days of 
Yore—The Contrast now—Mr. Fair’s Tariff on the Productions of Ills Ranche— 
The Juba Indians—Wo trade with them—Their Mode of Fishing—The River 
and the Crossing—Visit a Mining Encampment—Our Trail to Feather River— 
Our Camp and our Neighbours—Their Tmeherous Conduct—Attempt at Ex¬ 
planation—Declaration of Hostility—Disposition of our Forces—Night Attack— 
Appearances in the Morning—Order of 0./S8ing «.The Action—The Retreat of 
the Indians to their Village—Its Ap^ararice—Get over in Safety—Precautionary 
Arrangements—Scenery along tiie River—More Night Travel—Tts Object—Bad 
Roads—Endgront Encampmeitt—Their wretched State and sad News—Unparal- 
Ided Sufferings of the later Emigrants—Caught In the Snow—Their ftarful Pri¬ 
vations and Struggles—Fatal Results—Disease and Insanity on the Humboldt 
—Ague on the Sacramento—Bitter Regret of those Emigrants for leaving a 
comfortable Homo. 

My health and strength now I’apidly improving, wo began 
turning our attention to the trip northwiu'd, hut discovci'ed 
that we must proceed through the slow medium of oxen, 
as tlie magnanimous resolve of Adminil Stockton to appro¬ 
priate one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to aid the 
, suffering emigiants in reaching their destination suddenly 
enhanc^ the price of mules, and swept die market of every 
serviceable animal. We therefore selected three yoke of 
choice steers, and having laid in all onr stores, mining im¬ 
plements, and a riding nag each, which I was enabled to 
supply from my stock in a neighbouring ranche, we moved 
about six miles out, crossing the Bio de los Americanos, 
to avoid the dust, din, and heat of the city, and secure 
cheap food for our animals, as haywas then ten dollars 
per hundred weight in town. After two days spent in re¬ 
vising our schedule and completing our preparations, we 
set (£oat hunting for our catUe aiid horses, which had been 
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pemitted to roam at large over the plain; but after a most 
toilsome day’s search, two yoke of our oxen wore missing. 
Early on (he following day we went out mounted, travers¬ 
ing the ajiparontly interminabb' plains, and diligently seek¬ 
ing our O'vn amongst the crowds of o.veii Avith which they 
Avero (lotted, but only finding another yoke. Batlier tlian 
losij any more time. hoAvever, aa'c purchased amjtiher pair 
<ii sieers, rosohed on starting (.lie, same OA'cning. 

Wo were constrained to (ravi'l during the night, iiaving 
to cross a space of about thirty miles witliout either grass 
orAvah'v; a feat difficult ‘or a vetenin Mexican mule, but 
altogether intjiossiblo for oxen, if attempted during the heat 
of the daA’: so, just as the sun’s red ilisc was sinking be¬ 
hind the ridge of th%ilistant coast umge mountains, we got 
into motion. 'I’ho moon Avas young, but the star-spangled 
hcaA'cns enabled us tokce]) our trail without difficulty until 
AA'C came fairly on die opiai prairie, Avhen Ave resorted to 
the old arrango’nent ■'<' taking it in turns to Avalk in ad- 
■ • iiiid j'lick out flu ioe. Avhicb Avas not much travelled 

at .(> time; f,, should it happen that aa'c diA-orged much, 
Ave might find onivelves the succeeding day at a great dis¬ 
tance; from ()a.stnre, wah;r, of .shelter, as the ATgetation on 
this entire tract Avas actually scorched to tlie roots. Our 
progress Avas slow, hut sure, Avith a fcAV scattered landmarks 
of dead oxen and liroken-down waggons. AVlien aa'o had 
been six hoin^ at AAork. we ini , okod, to giA'e tlie cattle a 
little rest in the ahse.iic of any otleir comfort. They 
.seemed perlbctly aAvan- oi tlioir position; for, after a very 
In' ited su.ve.A', they all lay doAvn, Avhile wo imsaddled the 
..-es. jui<, faslennig da- lariats to onr legs or Avrists, fol- 
■"•ed their (■xaniph- oi. our Avell-aired conches, tlio ground 
being still implensantly Avarm. All, however, enjoyed a 
.'■•(lund iiap. ami tlie fii'sit aaOio awoke roused up the rest. 

We iilodded on steadily, expecting that daylight would 
reveal to ns some hospitality of Nature; and never did sai¬ 
lors, after a long cmisc, yearn for the loom of the land 
more eagerly than did aa-g for the indications of water and 
vegetation. But daylight broke, and expanded into wamth 
without disclosing any of the wisbed-for symiitoms, pro¬ 
ducing a general pause of disappointment; and as we 
strained our vision in the .search, I conceiA’cd that the 
poor beasts peered piteously AAnth pricked-up ears in the 
same direction. All unmnd and about, however, was a 

E 
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flat brown plain, bounded by the horizon. That our course 
was right we were assured of by the solitary trail and the 
sun’s .deration; still it pained me as we urged on our tired 
animals. We journeyed for two hours more, tlje sun be¬ 
ginning to blaze out with great strengtli, when ti long lino 
of iaint specks was descried, which, in our apprehensive 
j^me of .mind, led us to fear we beheld only Ae shadowy 
phantoms of mirage. Anbther mile, however, relieved our 
suspense, exhibiting the unmistakeable outline of timber, 
th# .bare view of which revived us, and had clearly an ex¬ 
hilarating effect on botli homes and oxen, which mended 
their pace of their own accord. It was blazing noon ere 
we got into the shade of their foliage close by tire golden 
stream of the Sacramento; and although the cravings of 
appetite were very importunate, tire predominance of lan¬ 
guor and fatigue asserted its influence on botli men and 
beasts; .and, after slaking our thir-st in long and reiterated 
draughts from the cool current, all lay down to rest with¬ 
out partaking of any food. 

We resumed our journey after a few hours’ repose and a 
hurried repast, coming to excellent quarters for the night, 
about nine miles &r&er on, by the margin of a cool, pel¬ 
lucid creek, flowing towards tire Sacramento, wlrei-e one of 
our jiarty .MQed a fat doe, on some chops from which we 
reg^ed ourselves sumptuously. Our next day’s mtrrclr in¬ 
volved the crossing of another parched iffain, of about 
seventeen miles in extent, which brought us to a ranche 
occupied by a person named Fair, who had numerous 
droves of oxen and horses, herded by Indians. His house 
stands in the cenlre of a fenced-in space, on which, by 
means of irrigation, he raises a sickly crop of com and ve¬ 
getables. It is a comfortable tenement, two stories higli; 
the first story constructed of logs, Ihe other of clap¬ 
boards, roofed with shingles, with a verandah ai’ound three 
sides; stables, sheds, and a corral adjoining the fourth, 
strewed over with com-cobs and straw, on which young 
fools, calves, and pigs, were disporting themselves. 

Before the discoveiy of the mines, such establishments 
as this were the head-quarters of genuine, unaffected hos- 
pitalily; where the enterprising emigrant settler, or the 
Uivestigating traveller, might take up his abode without 
invitation, and enjoy not only the products of the ranche, 
but whatever other luxuries the {demises could afford, all 



ministered with a bounliftti; gObdtnt^Q^d i!heerftdoem'(m ' 
I am informed), leaving the nravettoited recipient , it chat- 
fortablc ease to recruit bimself, until be cliose to'resumn 
his wanderings, when a leave-taking, mutualij^'- legratMv 
ensued, unleaveno<l by either guile or hypocrisy. Now-a- 
days, however, “ a chiuige has come o’er the spirit of their 
dreams:” the emotions of nature are transmuted into the 
promptings of avarice, and the f'rcctings of friendly com- 
numion have degenerated into a calculating welcome, with¬ 
out even a traditionary tinge of tlmt hospitality whieh 
bloomed and bore its sweet thiit one short year before. The 
j-ural host has now donned tlio airs of a clumsy, bonifoee; 
Are wife, drops tho propitiatory curtsey of the landlady; the 
helps, waiting for orders, suiwey the equipage; as if to cal¬ 
culate the resources of tho o\vners; the very children are 
atfex'Ual by a trained reserve, wbieh completes the. melan¬ 
choly triumph of sordid avarice over the natural einanatiena 
of kindliness and the liest feelings of humanity. Such is 
one of tJie l evelutions wrottght by the discovery of geld, 
and no doubt others of as strange and more portentous 
character will follow. . 

We called at Air. Fair’s domicile, imd found the interior 
even more eouifortable and better furnished than we ex- 
j)ec.ted. Seeing so many young calves about, we made sure 
of a profusion of milk and butter—rarities we had not 
tasted since we left the Alomion city: but they were raai- 
lies for which we Itafl to pay smartly, a sniall-sised cupAill 
of milk being valued at twenty-five cents—a rate of chntge 
that effectually curbed our lougings. After gettmg a way- 
lull from tho host (which, from our stingy expendilnre, he 
gavo' with a bad grace), wo proceeded eight miles farther 
to the crossing of the Juba, where there was afermidable 
encampment of Indians, of more stalwart stature and pro- 
l^ortions than those farther south, and exempt, so for as I 
could see, from any cxtcnial indications of tliat insidious 
complaint so prevalent on the Lower Saerameuto, whither, 
T presume, it was earned by mariners, who had easy access 
from the coast. Mr. Fair told us we had nothing to appre¬ 
hend from then), as tliey wore in the habit of living amongst 
.and working for the miners in fhe contiguous diggii^. 
Their number and oiur jiaucity, however, counseUed pre¬ 
caution. 

They had learned the art of gold-digging, it was clear, 
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for they came te trade with dust for guns or pistols, but 
there was only one old carbine that we would part witli, 
for which they readily gave two ounces, all we asked. We 
got, in addition, two fine trout for a few biscuits, for they 
are very expert in catching fish with spears, and in willow- 
traps with an aperture like that of a salmon-box, into which 
a fish can enter with ease, but cannot return. These traps 
they place in artificial currents, into which they turn dif¬ 
ferent shoots of the river by rows of stakes and brushwood, 
constructed in the shape of eel-weirs. Juba River is a fine 
stream, deep enough for navigable purposes for a conside¬ 
rable distance up its coui'se, to where it widens out at tire 
ford, passing over a broad, level, gravelly bed. Its waters 
iii the steam appear of a greenish hue, but when taken 
into a glass are perfectly colomdess, clear', and well-tasted; 
it is a ti’ibutary of the Sacramento, joining Feather River a 
few miles above its mouth. The ford itself offers no ob¬ 
struction to the traveller’, but the entrance and exit are very- 
bad indeed, both steep, and composed of loose fine sand 
which slips from tire tend, renderitrg anything like iieavy 
draught impossible. , We accomplished the passage mainly 
by xAeairs of ropes, and encamped eai'ly a few miles beyond 
it, in a sycamore grove, where a few tufts of coar.se grass, 
which retained some remnant of their succulent properties 
under the fostering shade of the scattered timber, offered 
tolerable feeding for the animals. 

I rode on a few miles to see the mining operations, for 
which the river had attained a high character, and found a 
considerable settlement. I saw by the i-esult of their after¬ 
noon's labours that they were making very good wages. 
There was one large cumbrous machine driven by a stream, 
diverted from the river higher up, in which there was a 
quicksilver compartment to perfect the entire process at 
the one operation; but it worked lazily, and, as 1 heard, 
ineffectively, not taming out as much gold as the simple 
cradle, worked with h^ the number of hands; for tais 
leviathan washer kept a troop of men raising and feeding 
it with dirt. The gold of the Juba averaged larger in the 
particles than any 1 had previously seen, but was not of so 
pure a quality as that of tiie Weber, and besides was ex¬ 
ceedingly capricious in its deposits: one party making 
handsomely, while their next neigjibours, to use a mining 
phrase, were scarcely able to " raise the colour;” so that 



Dicforaas OP caufoenu. 


69 


when a good location is worked out, it may he a matter of 
tedious search to hit upon another. I got a billet for the 
night with a party, amongst whom there were a few of the 
“ hereditary bondsmen, ” but was at my own camp in the 
morning before they had made tlieir toilet. 

Our trail next day over to Feather lUver took a more 
north-west course, and was vej^- tiying from the number 
of deep gullies and dry river-beds we bad to cross. There 
was nothing of a fertile charnetcr iu the nahire of' the soil, 
nor any striking feature in the aspect of the country, be¬ 
yond n few old oak.s that were met with at long intervals 
on our march. We pitehed oiir tents on a high bank over¬ 
hanging the ford of the river, from which vve had tmder 
our gaze a large Indian villag(! below it on the opposite 
side. There was a sort of half-shaded doll near our camp, 
whither we drove the animals, the grass being tall, but of 
the tinge and texture of old hay; however, for want of bet- ■ 
ter. they ate it with a good ai)pctito. We were not well 
settled when a party of Indian visitors waited upon us: 
good-looking fellows, and well liiuhe<l: tliey both talked 
and understood a little Spanish, promising us fish, and 
giving US all assiiiaiices of friendship, which,,nevertheless, 
they soon after attempted to betray. Two of our party, 
having gone out in pursuit of deer, parted company, each 
attended by a few Indians, who, the nmment II-dis¬ 

charged his rifle, seized liohl of it. by the barrel, endea¬ 
vouring at the same time to jtinion him anil extract his 
bowie-knife from the sheatli; he w.is fortunate, however, 
in having a revolver in his lielt, with which he soon put 
them to rout; the savage who wrested the rifle from him 
dropping it iu his flight. The otlior deor-stalker did not 
liappen to meet any game, and consequently escaped witli 
his rifle and his scalp; for had he found oceasioii to shoot, 
he might ))robably have been left minus botli, not having 
any side-arms. 

A short time after our men I’etumed to camp, the chief 
and his squaw, with four attendants, approached, evidently 
with the intention of explaining .away the affair, and apolo¬ 
gising for his subjects’ conduct; but we resolved that they 
should not again come into our quai’ters.. So 1 went far- 
ward, beckoning them off in rather an angry mood, at which 
I could see the old potentate was nettled: but, like a good 
tactician, who imderstood and appreciated the seductive 



70 A STBOU. l^UBOCaH XBE 

influences of female interposition, he brought forwai’d his 
royal partner, both m^ing soothing and conciliatory ges- 
tares. However, by aji uiuisuol effort, my duty overcame 
my ^gallantry, and I resisted the soft blandishments, re¬ 
peating myrepellaat gestures witlr a growl in the unknown 
tongues: upon which the old chief flm’ed up with great 
rage and savage dignity, rushing forward a few steps, and 
shouting out in a voice of fury, “Arra, arra, arra!” at the 
same time swinging liie ■ back of his hand very' violently 
towards us, which one of our friends undei’stood was tan¬ 
tamount to warning us off his territory in tire most per¬ 
emptory mamier. He then rethed, and we had sufficient 
light to see, when he returned to the village, that he mus¬ 
tered all his men aroimd him, gesticulating violently, and 
all looking in the dhection of our camp. 

I felt so fully convinced they would attack us before 
morning, tbat I arranged a general watch of all hands for 
the night, carrying all the aims we could stick around our 
persons, which we previously fired oft', for the double pm-- 
pose of loading them anew and letting tire enemy know the 
strengtli of our armoury. Between rifles, revolvers, double 
and Bingle-brurelled pistols, and double-shot guns, wo mus¬ 
tered the formidable number of fifty-three discharges: a 
pretty fair battery for a cohort six strong, and producuig a 
very warlike efiect, fired in quick but regular succession. 
We then picketed our horses in a crescent form, hemming 
in. the oxen between them and the steep bank, on the edge 
of-which stood the waggon, and disti’ibuting ourselves at 
equal intervals, marching and counter-marching, witliout 
©xehangHig a word for a few hours, or being able to notice 
any suspicious or hostile movement. 

At lengtli the imeasiness of one of tlie horses put us 
upon the alert, and the next moment some arrows whizzed 

past us, upon which Mr. S-e fired a load of buck-shot 

in tlie direction he supposed tliom to come from. This 
elicited a per/ect shower, one taking effect in his shoulder, 
others wounding three of the oxen and one of tlie horses. 
The discharge was followed by a quick movement, rendered 
audible by tbe crashing of dried leaves and branches, which 
guided us, m some measure, in om’ aim, as we fired one 
round; soon after which all noise was hushed for tire night. 
Mr. S—e’s WQimd was slight and superficial; hut one of 
the oxen was rendered :unfit for present use, thus reducing 
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our team to two yoke. We could not aseerfaiin whisther 
we wounded or killed any of ojir assailants, as* if at all 
possible, they caiTy off their dead to prevent their being 
scalped, of which next after death they are most fearfuL 
B»»t when morning broke we saw them mustered in all 
their lofcc on the bank above the foi-d; from which position, 
I suppose, they calcnhited to intercept our crossing and 
eiijoy perfect, security, while we would be allogeJier exposed 
to tlieir arrows ami other missiles. 

Their immbers, as closely as we could compute them, 
were from ninety to one bimdred: rather an overmatch 
for six; but our lire-arm.s counted largely in our favour, 
:ind our pi-ompt det('rniijiMtion turned the baltince. Had 
wo hesitated or wavered in the least, it woiild have given 
the savages a coiifideuce might have completed our 

destruction before we <^oul«l check it. After a very early 
and simple hwiakfnst, we conimeneed preparations as if 
nothing hful occurred, or nothing was apprehended, another 
and I going to the edge of the bank, with two rifles of the 
hugest calibre, that wotild carry well over to onr opponents 
—a distance of live hundred yards—which I believe they 
eonceivi'd impossible; for when I mised my gun to cause 
tliem to retire, they set up a hideous yell of derision, which 
was soon lulled by tlie fiill of one of tlieni. My companion, 
im c.xcellent miuksman, also fired, and hit the chiefs who 
reeled, but did not fall; after which a hurried and general 
movement in retreat took pliute. This stayed us from i'e- 
peating our diseharges, as we Inid showed them all we re¬ 
quired was a free and unmolested passage. 

After some little <lclay in attending to their wounded, 
the Indians planted themselves in about equal numbers 
on the tops of their huts, which are formed by excavating 
the earth in a circular form, about twelve feet in diameter 
iiad four feet deep, then Iwnding over them, in a 8erai>- 
globular i'onn, stout saplings, and binding and intertwining 
these closely with vine tendrils, over which they put a 
coating of udhesivoclay, that renders them impervioua to 
rain; an opening large enough to admit of entrance in a 
crawling posture being left in the side on a level with thh 
ground. In exteraal shape they resemble a mound; con¬ 
sequently, at a distance, village had the appearance of 
a number of little tamuji; and the Indians seatetl on their 
summits* armed with all their primitive weapons, produced 
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a strange picture, entirely in keeping witlx the locality. 
They took up their position with a quiet but determined 
air, showing that they wei'e resolved to repel our appre¬ 
hended assault, and defend their “ household gods" to the 
death. As soon as we observed their determination, my 
companion and I crossed over, leaving two others in our 
old position, and under cover of our guns the waggon 
commenced crossing, a task doubtful of completion, owing 
to the steepness of tlio banks, the crippling of our team, 
and the absence of manual assistance, as we were other¬ 
wise employed. However, after a multitude of pauses, and 
a large expenditure of wattles, die thing was accomplished, 
and our march continued, with all our aims in requisition, 
having for des]5atch made cartiidges for all our gmis and 
rifles. 

■ As we receded fi’om the village the Indians descended, 
but did not attempt following; nevertheless, we bore in 
mind the rule of Indian retribution, which is two lives for 
one, and resolved to keep a vigilant look-out while in their ‘ 
territory. It is a deploi’able circumstance that, even after 
the offending party have passed on, they satiate their un¬ 
quenchable I’evengc on the first white-skin they catch in 
Aeir power, which often hmries an iimocent and misus- 
pecting victim to a pi’ematui'c death. 

The trail now wound through a sycamore and white oak 
grove that fringed the river, the sloping bank of which 
xvas covei’ed widi an infinite variety of shnxbs and ever¬ 
greens, aiTayed in glossy verdure, bearing flowers and 
blossoms of most delicate beauty and exquisite fragi'ance, 
amidst which, tangled festoons of the indigenous vuie 
drooped with pendant bunches of puiple grapes. Arbutus 
was the only shrub witlx which I was familiar, but its 
unusual size made me almost doubtful of its identity. The 
manzonita was also thickly interspersed. Its berxies, I 
found, were equally favourites with the Indian and the 
grizzly bear; it seems to me a hardy shrub, that would 
flourish iix om.' soil, and be a desirable addition to our 
horticultmTil collections. The plain in the neighbourhood 
was less parched than those we had passed over, openly 
wooded, with enormous oaks, devoid of imderwood, and 
just far enough apart to stretch out their gigantic arms to 
their full length. This was the qidy district 1 had seen 
;8ince 1 left Sacramento that bore the most remote resem- 
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blonce to tlio ideal charms of tliat flattered valley^; bnt even 
it was a wan aiid faded representation of the gorgeous and 
florid pictures painted by enthusiasts or speculatoi-s. 

We “nooned” very earfy, for the purpose of allowing 
time for repose sufficient to compensate us for what we hail 
lost the previous night, and enable us to forego it again on 
the coming one, whkh we agreed to occupy in travelling, 
lor the double pm-poso of evading our foes and getting over 
a baiTen pinirie of about eighteen miles, on which tliere 
was neither pasture nor water. We started at four o'clock, 
aud before dark got upon this bleak and tmly desolate 
district, on which tliere was not a shred of v<!getatioii, the 
ungintcful soil being seuiiied and scored witli cracks and 
flaws, resulting from the heat, and covered with a red 
cindery stone aud drossy gravel, which made it resemble 
the vast hearth of.a great volcano. The poor bullocks 
imped tenderly over it: and our lior.se.s bc’caine so sonsi- 
live tliat we got off and led them. Several deep, rocky. 
Iry river-beds, addetl to the difficulties of our march, and 
;esied the creaking joints and mortices of imr waggon: 
lone of tlie somide.st iit tlie, first. 

Tk'forc dawn \vc descried a lire a long way off, and, as 
ve came closer, could see figm-es moving about it, bnt were 
luablc to make out whether tliey were Indians or not. 
.lovvever, as we approached nearer, two waggon.s were ob- 
;ervable in the glai'e, which at once quieted lair .suspicions, 
.nd led us to anticipate the iieighbourliood of water. They 
vere a section of an emigrant party just coming in from 
he plains by the nortlierii pass route, aud tlicir tale of 
ufferings was ti’uly haiTOwing, being piteously coiTobo- 
nted, not only by tlieir own wasted and cadaverous ap- 
earance, but by the wretched and emaciated condition 
f their animals. Still, their sufferings had been many, 
lany degi’ees short of the imimaginablo horroiu and 
liserios of those behind tliem, who were principally con- 
Ituted of families contemplating a pemauent settlement 
i Califomia, whose waggons were larger, more cumbrous, 
id more heavily laden with the greater quantity of pro- 
siuus and necessaries a Ini’ger mess stood in need of, and 
le numerous articles indispensable where women and 
lildren formed a main portion of tlie company. From 
le very start ffiose ponderoiw* equipages wore difficult to 
lul; but as the oxen became foot-sore and leg-weary, and 
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as the dtfifereattt camping locatiens were cropped completely 
bare of faerbi^e by mnltitudes who had preceded them, 
their progress was miserably slow, and protracted by long 
halts of some days at a time, which so consumed the 
season, that by the time the ridges of the Sierra Nevada 
were discemablo, its peaks and passes were arrayed in 
their winter drapery, presenting a fearfiil barrier to the 
wom-down travellers. 

Then, but, alas! too late, did stem but inexorable ne¬ 
cessity demand a thorough revision of their loads, and a 
casting aside of food, clothing, implements, and fiimiture, 
which, if abandoned earlier, would have ensured by that 
time their arrival at tlieir destination; and- tlie stupen¬ 
dous ascent was commenced with empty waggons; men 
and grown-up boys packing the little they could cany, and 
weakly mothers wading through the snow-drifts, with their 
younger otfspring on their backs. But out of the many 
who made this inevitable attempt, few were so fortunate as 
to gain those glaciered crests that gave tliem a distant 
view of the laud of promise, and those only by forsaking 
their waggons, animals, and everything save &e meagre 
kit they could carry over such paths in a state of body so 
enfeebled. The remainder, making barricades of their 
waggons,, huddled themselves together, hoping to sustain 
existence on their stwved animals ml tlie return of the 
genial season; but the rigours of this shelterless life 
proved too much for numbers of those unfortunate beings; 
and manya stalwart man and tender woman were consigned 
to their cold graves in a shroud of snow, ere the philan¬ 
thropic measures of the state came to their relief. It-is 
difficult, indeed, to decide whether the fate of those 
wretched creatures who yielded up their spirits on the 
burning sands of the arid desert, or that of those who 
breathed their last on the icy pillows of the Sierra Nevada, 
was the more shocking. 

We soon sunk the feeling of our minor hardships hr the 
sad interest awakened by the many melancholy episodes 
related to us by those men, who, even in their early pas¬ 
sage, witnessed scenes and occurrences of thO' most dis¬ 
tressing and revolting character, especially along the Hum¬ 
boldt and on the desert, where the tredl was so thickly 
strewed with dead, dying, decaying animafe, as to im¬ 
pregnate the surrounding atmosphere with a sickening 
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stench; and the unfortunate omigraojU, in addition to the 
horrors of burning thirst, were afflicted with virulent 
scurvy, and loathsome ulceration of the lips, mouth, and 
throat, from the use of tire abouiinahle water. 'I'hc poor 
Mlows we met came in for their share of the miseries of 
the jomiiey; and when they imagined tltev Itad surmouutetl 
all tlieir trials, on reaching the fabled glories of the valley 
of Uie Sacramento, tlicy were attaeked by ihi. dirt; ague of 
the country, only one out of thiiloen Jtaving escaped it. 
Many a bitter tear diey shed as tlicy recounted their suf- 
erings, and contrasted tlie conifort.s t>f the homes tliey 
left witli the dreary iirosi>(*cts Itefore Uioui. We parted 
from them before tliey could muster energy to move, after 
■uinistering as for as was in our power to tlieir grievous rc- 
:|uiremeiits. 


cilvi'Teh yjj. 

ippoarajicfi of tlw Cuuiiir>'—The <Uitant Mountaim—Bcaebthe Uaiikaof tite Socra-' 
inento—More Emigrant Camps—Prevaienco of Diseastt '-l.swstm's Bancho—Hie 
Es^actions—JB^pense some Medicine—Siioot Two Wild Steers, atid dirido tUe 
Beef-:-ijiw8on*s Coodact and Ours -Tako a ]>ay*e Rest—CamiMlro Stori^i— 
8u}M)rl0r Endurance of Eemales—T««ave tiie Northern Kmigrant Trail—Coautry 
Improves—Ffietndly Indian Visit—Fork and Ford of the Iteefamcnto—HIAioolties 
-of the Fassage—Dangerous ABUir^AttiUn iitO'Westerivfiicc to Safety—Froftialou 
of <1 rapes—Fleasing Soenery—Cuttomwood Creeki—Ksturulug Idgg^—Clear 
Cro^—More invalided Diggers—Lose oar llorsea—Fruitless Hearch'^Tho Uiro 
of a Malu—Uncomfortable Night—Oive up all llopca of tlie Horses—Fresh Bear- 
prints—Mlsglvix^s ^ut the Prudciico of an Encounter—PreiiaraUons—The 
Assault—Tho Chase—The Escape and Conquest—Return to the TradlngiPost 
*«rlth a Taw as a Troidiy—EsUiikato of his Wrtght—Creat fiiw Bears attidn— 

■ French Trapper's Advice how to act when pursued—Their Mode of killing their 
-yioUms. 

)fia course for three days lay over ban’en hills and plains 
overed with calcareous rocks and stoues, and a reddish 
dcined clay, tliat more resembled coarse ashes than earth 
t its appearance and feel: all cleitrly the result of great 
:>lcanic .convidsions. The horsemen were obliged to bo 
mstantly on the scout iii quest of water and pasture, but 
reir mo8t,diUgent searches failed in securing a sufflciency 
f either^for v^ch wo endeavoured to make up by giving 
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the animals commeal gruel twice t^day. As we advanced 
in oin* north-west course the ridges of the SieiTa Nevada 
rapidly slanted in the same direction, until the hills abut¬ 
ting upon them appeared in the extreme distance to merge 
into those which jutted from the coast range mountains on 
the other side, through which the Sacramento has forced a 
wide channel. 

On the evening of the third day our eyes were again 
gladdened by the appearance of wood betwixt us and the 
horizon, and by mending our pace we were able to reach 
the banks of the Sacramento late in the night, where the 
tinkling of beds and the glowing embers of camp-fires as¬ 
sured us of company who had all retired to rest. We stirred 
up the fires, and made use of them in cooking our supper, 
which wc enjoyed the more Irotn the conviction tliat our 
poor animals also had plenty to eat. All hands turned in 
for the first time, as we had no apprehension about Indians, 
and the grass was so good as to allay any fears of the stock 
rambling. In the morning we found our new neighbours 
were a wing of another broken company of emigrants, quite 
as afflicted as those wc had parted from a few days before, 
both from the sufferings of the journey and the prevalence 
of scurvy and ague, several cases of the former being of the 
most aggravated and shocking form. They had been rest¬ 
ing and reci-uiting here for some days; but though wild 
cattle were abundant in the nei^bourhood, they had .not 
streiigth or energy left to kill any, and hod mn down their 
limited means to a very low ebb in purchasing fresh provi¬ 
sions at a large rancho hard by’ owned by an unconscion¬ 
able fellow of the name of Lawson, who had established 
himself tliere with the view of battening on the destitution 
of his fellow-creatures whose line of travel unavoidably 
passed his door. His tariff of prices was unparalleled even 
in the diggings; imd he appeared just as devoid of charity 
or the milk of human kindness as of conscience: exemp¬ 
tions that count as sequins in the great game of worldly 
cribbage in general. 

To Some of tliose most seriously afflicted we gave such 
pickles and medicine as wo could spare from our small 
chest, while a party of our men went out and shot two fine 
steers, which we drew into camp on waggons^ and distri¬ 
buted among our new acquaintances, keeping one quarter 
for ourselves to jerk. It wm a most timely and welcome 
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'ift, and was received and acknowledged with teai’ful grati- 
;ude. In the eouree of tlie day, however, the fellow Law- 
son came to our camp in a very rude and insolent manner 
.0 lecture us for our conduct, demanding the price of hh 
♦eeves, as he called tlieni; hut we met his imjsertineuco 
.'ith a spirit and determination tliat very soon changed his 
waggering into servility, showing him that the hides were 
dtliout a brand, luid giving him a sjtic,: of oui- niiuds about 
is cruel t'xactions, which caused him to sneak off in a 
lost discomfited manner. 

We took a day’s rest here also, and emidoj'ed ourselves 
1 cutting up and drying onr meat, lire quality of which 
as first-rate. In the eveiiirig, all those who were able to 
t up gatlrer"ed round our great joint-.stock camp-fire, do¬ 
lling all their “accidents by flood and field," and giving 
? melancholy corToboratiorr of tin- sad account we got jrorn 
ose who had pr’eceded them. It was a stnuige foatiue in 
eir jom'iiey, tlrat the few women arrd grown-up girls were 
mparatively robust and healthy, while tire nieri wei'e worm 
id ailing, irotwitlrstanding Uiat the greaU'v portion of tiro 
4*d labour, since tlrrur sufferirrgs coinmericeJ, even to 
e hewing of wood luvd driving the teams, had been per- 
-med by tire females. The spirits <ff the latter, too, wer-e 
jh and elastic, and often .seeniod to counteract the letlrar- 
! despondency of the rnerr. 

Wo left thorn on the trrorning of tire secoml day, and irri- 
rdiately beyond Lawson’s rancho, divei-gcd fi-oiu the erni- 
int trail, getting into a more fertile and pictm’esquo 
rntry tlran we had travelled through since we left the 
i- 'U region closely irrteisccted by brawling Vivulets 
ving from the corrtiguous hills into tire Hacramento. 
e soil was a rich black loam, peculiarly adapted to agri- 
tui«, and capable of being indgated over a large section 
its exterrt.- The grasses mrd clover were not eirtirely 
ayed, and must have formed a luxuriant crop earlier in 
season. The district was tlrhrly wooded with oak, arrd 
ned with wild cattle, deer, and bears, close in by tire 
ines of the mountains. We had no trouble hr selecting 
rod camping location, where we had a friendly call from 
le Indians, who biXTUght with them a string of capital 
rt, which they gladly bartered for biscuit and on article 
wo of old elotlring. They Wanted to remain with us all 
rt, but Arts we would riol permit. They gave us to 
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Their party were all, without an exception, invalids, and 
strongly remonstrated with us about going farther. How¬ 
ever, we left them early next morning, and after crossing 
the creek, entered a rather fertile valley, circumscribed in 
breadth, skirted by wood, behind which, to the westward, 
lofty hills rose in fanciful shapes; stretching north as far 
as the vision^could penetrate. The valley gradually ex¬ 
panded ns we travelled upwards, widening into an immense 
plain, where we again struck the Sacramento; thence it 
contracted as we approached Clear Creek, which flows 
eastward into that river. There is a trading-post at this 
point: a rude log-building, covered with canvass, got up 
for the purpose of cheating the diggers imder pretence of 
supplying Uieir wants. We crossed over the creek, camping 
on the oSier side amongst a large party of sickly diggers 
on their downward journey. The grass was all eaten up 
by the stock owned by the traders, so that ours had no 
forage but what they browsed off tlie thick brush around 
thenr; and next morning, when we went to catch them, we 
only secmred our oxen after a crouching search through the 
jungle. 

The wt^gon went on, another and I remaining to re¬ 
cover the horses, keeping two saddles arrd bridles. The 
spot on which we camped was in the shape of a peninsula, 
formed by tire jrmction of Clear Creek with ffre Sacra¬ 
mento, and not so exterrsive that they could long evade a 
diligent searalr; so, after satisfying ourselves they were not 
thereabouts, we recrossed the creek, and saw by the fresh 
footmarks, and the lines formed by the dragging of the 
lariats, that they had taken tire back trail. We followed 
up those marks for four miles, until tliey diverged into the 
bush, where they were no longer apparent. My . com¬ 
rade and I then chose each a different direction, and sepa¬ 
rated, agreeing to meet at the trading-post; but after a 
three hours’ artxious search I commenced retracing my 
steps, partly abandoning all hopes, and partly in tire ex¬ 
pectation that my friend had discovered tiiem; but on my 
return I found him tlrere before me, without having any 
tidings whatever of them. We then cooked a rude repast 
of fried pork and hard bread, which cost us the. moderate 
sum of two dollars eadi, and set out upon another trial, 
giving ourselves a latitude as far back as Cotton-wood 
(sixteen miles), whither we thought they might have been 
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allured by the good grass. Without them we could hot. 
proceed to Trinity, our destination, the last ninety miles 
b^iug merely a pack-trail, over steep mountains, and one 
of the most impracticable character. We deemed it pru¬ 
dent to sepai ate ourselves, my companion taking the home 
circuit; and, mine being the more distant, I hired a mule 
of a most Kosinantish pattern from one of the traders, such 
an animal as is called a “crowbait” in Yankeeland: how¬ 
ever, his threadbare appearance di<l not detract from the 
owner’s estimate of his semces, one ounce per day being 
the rate of hire. We moved off briskly, for his paces were 
better than his looks gave promise of, and I did not en¬ 
cumber him with a heavy knapsack of provisions. I saw 
noticing of the horses up to the point where I before halted, 
and from theuco I kept quartering the plain until night, 
like a vessel beating to windward, without getting any trace 
of them. Then, picketing my mule and taking some slight 
refreshment; I lay down to rest, but did not enjoy much re¬ 
pose, from tlic nipping coldness of tlie night and tlio incessant 
howling of the coyotes, which at times came so close, and 
in such numbers, that T was afraid to encourage sleep. I 
therefore looked anxiously for the dawn, got into the saddle 
at the first peep of twilight, and readied Cotton-wood 
without any better fortune than before, not having left a 
nook or promising clump imsearched. 

I now took a long farewell of the horaes, and turned 
northward, selecting a line close in by the base of the hills, 
going along at an improved pace, with a \i('W of reaching 
the ti-ading-post the same night; but stopjiing in a gully to 
look for water, I found a little pool, evidently scratched out 
by a bear, as there were footprints and claw-marks about 
it; and 1 was aware tliat instinct prompts that brute, where 
water is nearest the surface, to scratcrfuntil he comes to it. 
This had been one of very largo size, tlie footmark behind 
tlie toes being fully nine inches long; and although I had 
mjT misgivings about the pradence of a tete-a-tSte with a 
great grizzly bear, still the “better part of valour” was 
overcome, as it often is, by the anticipated honour and 
glory of a single combat, and the conquest of such a for¬ 
midable-^ beast. I was well armed, too, with my favourite 
rifle, a Colt's revolver, which had never disappointed me, 
and a nondescript weapon, a sbrt of cross betwixt a clay¬ 
more and a bowie-knife. Afler capping afr’esb, hanging 

F 
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the bridle o& the horn of tlxe saddle, and staking my mule, 
1 followed the trail up a gully, and much soonei* than 1 
e3q>ected came within view and good shooting distance of 
Biron, who was seated erect, with his side towards me, in 
front of a manzanita bush, making a repast on his favourite 
beny. 

The diM'p click of die cock, causing him to turn quickly 
round, left htUe time for deliberation; so, taking a prompt 
and steady aim at the region of die heart, I iet drive. The 
haU, as I subsequently ibund, glanced along the ribs, en¬ 
tering under the shoulder, and shattering some of the 
bones. 1 exulted as 1 saw him stagger and fall upon his 
aide. The next glanec, however, revealed him, to my dis¬ 
may, on all-fours, in direct pursuit, but going lame; so I 
bolted for die mule, sadly encumbered widi a huge pair of 
Mexican ^urs, die noise of the crashing ®push close in my 
isear convincing me that he was fast gaining on me. 1 
therefore dropped my rifle, jiutting on fresh steam, and 
reaching die rope, pulled up the picket-pin, and> springing 
into the saddle with merely a hold of the lariat, plunged 
the spurs into the mule, which action, much to my affright, 
produced a kick and a retrograde movement. Xu die ex- 
erdon, having got a glimpse of my pui’suer, he uttered a 
short of terror, and went off at a pace I did not diink him 
capable of, soon widening the distance betwixt us and the 
bear; but having no means of guiding his motions, he 
brought me violently in contact with die arm of a tree, 
whidi unhorsed and stunned me exceeduigly. Sci’ambling 
to my feet as well as 1 could, I saw niy relentiess enemy 
close at hand, leaving me only the alternative of ascending 
a tree; but, in my hurried and nervous efforts, 1 had 
soajieely my feet abme lu.s readi when he was right under, 
etridently enfeebled by the loss of blood, as his struggles 
made it well out copiously. After a moment’s pause, and 
a fierce glance upwards from his bloodshot eyes, he clasped 
the trank.; but 1 saw diat his endeavours to climb were 
mppled by the woundeii dioulder. However, by the aid 
of his jaws, he succeeded in reaching the first branch with 
his sound arm, and was working convulsively to bring up 
the body, when, with a well-directed blow from my cutlass, 
1 completely severed the tendons of tlie foot, and he in¬ 
stantly fell, with a dreadful souse and horrific growl, the 
blood spouting uu as if impelled from a jet. He rose again 
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somewhat tardily, aad limping round the tree widi up* 
turned eyes, kept tearing off the bark with his tusks. 
\^^atohing my opportunity, aud leaning downwards, 1 sent 
a hall from my revolver with such good effect inunediately 
b^dnd the head, that he dropped; and my nerves being 
now rather more composed, 1 leisurely distributed .the 
remaining live balls in the most vulnerable parts of his 
carcase. 

By tills time I saw tlie musculai' system totally relaxed, 
so 1 descended with confidence, and found him quite dead, 
and myself not a little enervated with the excitement and 
die effects of my wound on the temple, which bled pro¬ 
fusely: so much so, that I thought an arteiy was mptmed. 
I bound up my head as well as 1 could, loaded my revolver 
anew, and returned for ray rifle; but as evening was ap¬ 
proaching, and %iy mule gone. I had little time to survey 
the dimensions of ray fallen foe, and no means of packing 
much of his flesh. I therefore hastily hocked off a few 
steaks from his thigh, and hewing off one of his hind-feet 
as a trophy of victoiy, I set out towards the trading-post, 
which I reached about midnight, my friend and my truant 
mule being there before me, but no horses. 

1 exhibited the foot of my late antagonist in great triumph, 
aud described the conflict witli due emphasis aud effect to 
the company, who rose to listen; after which I made a trans¬ 
fer of the flesh to the traders, on condition that there was 
not to be any charge for the hotel or the use of the mule. 
There was an old and experienced French trapper of tho 
party, who, judging from llie size of the foot, set down tlio 
weight of the bear at fifteen hundred pounds, which, he 
said, they frequently exceed, he himself, as well as Colonel 
Fnemont’sexploring party, having killed several thatweighed 
two thousand pounds. He advised me, sliould 1 again be 
pursued by a bear, and have no other means of escape, to 
ascend a small-gutlied tree, which tliey cannot get up; for, 
net having any central joint in tire fore-legs, they cannot 
cUmb any with a brancidess stem that does not fully fill 
their embrace; and in the event of not being able to ac¬ 
complish the ascent before my pursuer overtook me, to 
place my back against the tree, when, if it and 1 did not 
constitute a bulk capable of filling his hug, I might have 
time to rip out bis entrails before he could kill me, being 
in a most favourable posture for the operation. Bears do 
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not generally use their mouths in the destruction of their 
victims, but,’ hugging them closely, lift one of the hind-feet, 
which are armed with tremendous claws, and tear out thp 
bowels. The Frenchman’s advice reads rationally enough, 
and is a feasible theoiy of the art of evading ursine com¬ 
pression ; but, unfortunately, in the haunts of the animal 
those slim juvenile saplings are rarely met with, and a per¬ 
son closely confronted witii such a savage vis-^vis is not 
e.vactly in a tone of nerve for surgical operations. 


CHAPTEB VIII. 

Oar Tr&v<^]lng ]Ut~-Beatttiftil Counti7>-0escriptlon of the Bceae> 7 >-Gold>digger 8 *‘ 
Coloay~-Stop there—Situation of Uie Settlement—Salt Springs—Mining Opera¬ 
tions—Extraordinary Seat of the Gold—Uidvcrsallty of the Deposits in that 
Region—Make up an Exploring Party to break fresh Ground—Starting of the 
Expedition—Our Aocoutr^ents—Another Bear Spring—Mr. Myers's Advice- 
Monster Fire—It attracts Deer—Early Start—Unexpected Indian Virit—Their 
Appearance—Their Name for Gold—** Gouey>cuia>quero**—Its Mode of Prepara¬ 
tion and Cooking—How it was relitined—Advice to M. Soyer—Indian Propensities 
—Water hi thrir Language—Character of those’ Indians—Their Jealousy and 
Want of Hospitality—Find idiundant Evidence of Gold—Our Party scatter, and 
the Stragglers arc attacked—W'e disperse tlie Indians—They rally, and show Signs 
of Fight—Their Style of. Warfare—The Result—Strike the Sacramento unexpec¬ 
tedly—Indian Camp on the otiier side—Thrir Demeanour and its Cause—Our 
Night Quarters. 

"We left next morning, with om* saddles, saddle-blankets, 
and bridles on our backs, which we found exceedingly 
cumbrous in the heat of the day; so much so that we were 
on the point of abandoning tlrem several times. The coun- 
tiy through which we passed was beautiful in the extreme: 
no grand expansive views, but circumscribed tracts, resem¬ 
bling pretty parks and lovely lawns, with sliady dells afld 
glades, enclosed by sloping hiUs, aWtting ^inst others 
that reared their pine-clad heads aloft, tintil their peaks 
diminished into points, their ridges into blades. These 
formed the mighty spurs of the leviathan ranges east, and 
west, from the cones of which, in the early season, flowed 
tliose numerous rividets wh6se dry beds crossed our path, 
and along whose hanks still flourished the beauteous shrubs 
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indigenous to the conntiy, trellised by vines laden with 
hisaous giupes, venerable oaks standing at intenals, like 
guardians of the locality, under the shade of which wild 
cattle screened themselves from the glare of the sun, nar¬ 
rowly watching the movements of die two travellers who 
were plodding wearily along. On our right the Sacra¬ 
mento flowed noiselessly past, at times approachuig and 
inviting us to taste its cool translucent current, and again 
receding abruptly amidst the hills, as if taking a farewell 
leiive. The trail was admirably chosen, now stretching 
boldly along the level surface of tliose sylvan grounds, and 
then winding round the hips of (he hiUs, so as to cheat them 
of their acclivities; but as we advanced we ceased to meet 
a continuation of those sweet scenes, whose se(piestored 
loveliness enchanted die senses, hushing for die time die 
sufferings of fatigue and the promptings of avaiaee. 

Our course now became sensibly steeper and more rag¬ 
ged, the timber and brash increasing in density, and stirring 
with animal life both in bear and deer, as their tracks indi¬ 
cated; but as we were not in a hundng mood, we did not 
molest them. Towai’ds evening wo gained a considerable 
elevation, on which die sound of rushing waters, and the 
faint report of fire-anus, strack gladly on our ears, giving 
us assurance of die contigitity of our comrades. We pushed 
gaily forwai'd, and reached in tho gloaming the brow of a 
lofty bluff, along the base of wliich, by die margin of die 
river, T^as a regular 1 itde colony of gold-diggers, wliose snow- 
white tents, disti’ibuted in neighbourly cluste.i's in the open 
spaces, the several camp-fires, the groups around them pre¬ 
paring the evening repast, and the cattle, with dieir many 
tinkling bellfe, coming down from die adjacent heights to 
slake ^eir thirst, formed a scene over which the eye was 
delighted to gaze, and die imagination to hover, conjuring 
up pictures of sweet primitive habits and unalloyed feli¬ 
city: illusions, alas! the very antipodes of the reality. We 
lihgered here a while, not so much for die sake of rest as to 
feast upon the view beneadi us. 

Supper was just commenced when we descended, and 
we contributed in bringing it to an over-hasty conclusion, 
our munes, to use a vidgai’ phrase, not being put on the 
psBi; and afterwards held a consultation as to our further 
movements, when it was unailimously agreed that, in con¬ 
sequence of the loss of ouf horses, we should lialt where 
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we were for scane days, to examine the mines, and eadea- 
vonr to obtJHTi other animals. In the morning, taking a 
snrveycf'the locality, the first object that attracted oar 
admiring attention was the Sacramento, which, even at 
that distance from its mouth, was a noble stream, thongii 
at its lowest level. It was not exceedingly broad, but veiy 
deep and rapid, rushing noisily tlirough the rugged channm 
afforded it by the contiguous hills. The banks were bold, 
leaving no marginal space save at the settlement,'which 
stood on either side of a stream called Middle Creek, from 
its central position betwixt two otliers, called Salt and 
Bock Creeks, all three having their rise in the western 
hills towards the coast range, holding parallel eoiu’ses, and 
emptying into the Sacramento on its western hank, within 
half-a-mile of each other, and all rich in golden deposits: 
proving that the grand golden laboratory is not confined 
exclusively to tlie bowels of the Sierra Nevada. 

Those creeks are all deeply impregnated with the saline 
mineral, especially Salt Creek, where there are numerous 
springs, around which pure coarse salt can be gatliered in 
l^e' quantities. Their streams had then subsided into 
chains of stagnant pools, which were crowded with diggers, 
aho formed, at that time, the northernmost parties on the 
Sacramento or its tributaries, and were realising from one 
to three oimces per day, though the richest superficial veins 
had been exhausted. There were very few. cradles or 
washers at work, nearly all the latter being emjtloyed in 
scraping out the crannies and pockets of 'the rocks with 
spoons, and splitting die chinks witli narrow picks and 
large knives. This was a process new to me, J)nt so simpils, 
and involving so little labour, that I was soon at work 
amongst the busy throng. The loose rocks and stones in 
the beds of the creeks were hai'd, and generally of diffei’ent 
formation from the strata forming the beds of the creeks; 
probably rolled down, in die process of time, by the aefron 
of die water, from the granite masses at the source of those 
rivulets. Amongst them had been found, by the eaaher 
visitants, innumerable large chunks and lumps, sonse per- 
fectiy pure, others largely amalgamated with tihe gold 
blossom, as the miners etdl the crystallised quartz. Several 
large specimens were found during my sojourn, weighing 
from two to six ounces, and bpc as ranch as seven pounds, 
with a very inconsiderable stony amfdgamadon. The bed 
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wno a sort of flaky sandstonfi, in in-ogolar strata, \Fbxsh, 
whon struck with a sledge or hammer, evened mto coimt- 
Ipss minute seiuns, joints, and Assures, into which &e 
miner inserted the point of his knife, very rarely requiring 
the pickaxe to prize them asunder, finding betwixt fee kr 
minte feiu cakes of gold almost incorporated with the rock 
by the adhesion of cohesion, existing in greater or less 
quMitities feroughout the entire strata, even to the lowest 
depth, evidently deposited there at its original formation; 
for no process, however 'subtle, could subsequently so m- 
sinunte it into fee heart of a solid rock. 

I have seen some miners go clean down tlmough a very 
deep stratum, and find gold in large quantities below, 
which impressed me -wife fee idea that the gold on fee 
siurfuce is but cnimbs caused by volcanic actioii, and-tlat 
the great deposits of the solid metal are deep in the bowels 
of the earth. Many old miners were so firmly impressed 
with this conviction, that tlrey resolved, in spinng, when 
powder and proper implements could be jn’oeured from 
below, to sink <lce]) shafts in select places, and give fee 
experiment a fair trial. I did not confine myself to one 
system or one locality, but had a turn at each, trying in fee 
course of my rambles fee soil in innumerable places and 
akviarious elevations, and finding, I may say, more or less 
gold evoiywher’c, in many instances e.\posed on the surfiure 
on lofty hiU-s. I also visited an extensive mining settle¬ 
ment to the westward, called “ The S^ISngs,” or “ Hedding’s 
Diggings,” said to be verj' rich. Hero the miners had no 
streams or river-beds fur fee seat of their ojrecations, work¬ 
ing in the various ravines and gulches, where fee drainage 
of hills fomied feeir several little streamlets. Theirs was 
almost all dirt cleansing, and, from fee results I saw, was 
highly lucrative; but the health of fee miners was vary 
bad, owing to fee property of the water’ in fee springs, 
which became more unwholesome ns the season advanced, 
find fee want of vegetables wife their salt junk. 

After having explored evei-y nook and comer in this 
extensive nei^bourhood, I was anxious to break frefe 
ground, and did not e-xperience much difficulty in gettnng 
up a party for the purpose, as, from the crowofr that dady 
came flocking in, fee place became uncomfortaldy throned. 
A. meeting was held, at which was discussed fee praetiea- 
bility of getting beyond fe4 SaerSmento, where fee creeks 
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and gulches looked most invitingly towards us, when it 
was resolved tliat an exploring party, chosen at the time, 
should set out the next day but one, employing the inter¬ 
vening one in constructing a raft. It was also determined 
not to confine their resettrches merely to the edge of the 
river, but to go back to the cafions of the loftier ranges, 
which could be seen about thirty miles to tlie eastward. 

Twenty men assembled on the morning of the appointed 
day, our mess contributing imother and myself; but from 
the rapidity of the current, and the vmwieldy piece of naval 
architecture on which we had to cross it, evening was close 
at hand when the last man jumped ashore where white 
man never trod before; and this veiy circumstance gave an 
air of romance to tlie expedition, which was not without its 
peculiai’ stimulant. As it was a pure matter of chance 
where we might sti'ike water, particularly in the dark, we 
formed our camp for the night on a hill-side close by tlie 
river, and devoted the few hom-s we had to spare in tiying 
the creeks close by, some of which we foimd very rich in¬ 
deed, and the remainder promising. We started before 
sunrise in the morning with very weighty packs; for in 
addition to our tools, provisions, and arms, we were each 
obliged to carry a heavy blanket, as the nights now set in 
piercingly cold, notwitlistanding the sultry and opiiressiye 
temperature of tlie days. We shaped our course directly 
for the highest and most distant of the ridges in view, and 
had for several miletl^a most fatiguing march, eiUier climb¬ 
ing, descending, or shouldering though tliick tall brush, 
through which it was a matter of extreme difficulty to drag 
our heavy packs. Thei’e were legions of game about: 
bear, deer, rabbit, and quail; but we did not shoot any, 
as we found our loads quite cumbrous enough witlrout any 
addition. 

About three o’clock we emerged into a more open coun¬ 
try, entirely free of underwood, and presently came upon 
a verdant expanse of clear land, where, from the richnesk 
jof the grass and elasticity of the sod, we conjectured tliere 
must be water near, of which we were all in great need at 
•the time. We dug ui a few of the most likely places witli- 
-out finding any, and were about making another trial, when 
a cheer from one of our comrades told us that tire freasure 
was discovered in a little pool bearing all the mariis and 
tokens of having been scratchM out by a bear. It held 
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. very little over a pint, and replenished so slowly tliat a 
long time elapsed before all were satisfied. We then dug 
out the hole to about two feet in diameter, and left the 
water to rise, m order to get a supply for our coffee, while 
we set about making a monster hre near at hand, the order 
of the watch being fom* to each guard, and two hour spells; 
for Mr. Myers, tlie most experieuced Californiaii moun¬ 
taineer, gave us special warning of the ti’oachery of the 
tribes of Digger Indians we were likely to meet, and we 
were already aware that all Indians are particnlai'ly lierce 
on the first mvasion of their tenitories. 

The n4;ht set in clear, but bitingly cold, and about mid¬ 
night it came on to blow a gahi of wind for a couple of 
hours, which made our great fire bellow and roar, and 
vomit forth sheets of sparks, tliat ignited the dry bunch 
grass and surrounding witliored boughs in many places, 
enabling us plainly to see the door iu'ound tliem coming up 
in numbers to look at tire novelty, gazing with distended 
orbs, and stamping the ground in puzzled bewilderment. 
The guards could easily have shot some, ordy that tire 
report of fire-arms would have startled the sleepers, imagin¬ 
ing an Indian surprise.* We were on the move at early 
dawn, and found a more clear and level country to march 
through than tliat of yesterday; but Indian trails were 
becoming more numerous, and appeared as if in constant 
use; yet still no Indians showed tiiemselves. We moved 
forward cautiously ami compactly,* having agreed not to 
halt for refreshment until we gained the base of die moun¬ 
tains, and towards noon began drawing close to them, 
crossing several deep dells and close ravines, in which 
there was abundance of grapes and manzanita berries. Wo 
pushed on till we reached the bosom of a steep glen, through 
which a clear but slender brook tiickled, faintly babbling 
amongst the rocks—sweet spot to rest in; but as we 
halted to unburden ourselves, six Indians were positively 
in die midst of us, no one being cognisant of dicir approac^h, 
.so stealthily and noiselessly did they advance. They were 
perfeedy naked, only one carrying a bow and quiver. 

If we had followed Mr. Myers’s advice, or yielded to 

* It is a coBuaon stratagem in deer-himdng in America to go into 
their haunts of dark nights ancl> Iwht a bundle of fagots, the blase of 
which attracts any within 8ight,of the blaze, when they become an easy 
f>rey to the hunter. 
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our own fcrst hnpoke, w« would have driven them off; hut. 
they looked so mild and inoffensive, we permitted them to 
remain. They were ratlier below the middle stature, but 
strong, well-knit fellows, their faces daubed with a thick, 
dark, glossy substance like tar, in a line from the outside 
comers of the eyes to the ends of tlie mouth, and back 
from them to the hinge of tlie jawbone, looking at a dis¬ 
tance like exaggerated whiskers: some also had thek entire 
foreheads coated over. We endeavoured to disabuse their 
minds of any liostile intent on our parts by signs and 
gestmes, and little presents of bread and tobacco, neither 
of which tliey seemed to understand tlie use of. In order 
to show them more plainly the object of our visit, we took 
them to the stream, gomg through the forai of using our 
picks, .shovels, and pans, and tlien showed them the gold 
we had in our purses, when they all laughed, exclaiming, 
“Ilooie! booie! booie!” which it seems in tlieir laugna^ 
signiiies gold. . They made signs to us that it ■was to be 
had everywhere aromid, which was so far satisfactory feat 
we brought them into camp, where we found Mr. Vyse, a 
Dutch gentleman of our party, in the act of cutting up a 
noble buck he had shot a little up fee glen. He proposed 
feat we should cook a regular trappers’ feast, and thereupon 
made up n dish called “ Coney-cum-quero ” (derivation 
unknown), fee eliefs tie cnisim on the occasion being two 
gentlemen who before had had thek hngers in a similar 
pie. 

It is made by cutting off a large piece of flesh from a 
carcase, together wife fee skin, then paring away a good 
margin of fee meat, so as to afford a selvage of hide feat 
will lap over what remains in the eentx-e, on which you can 
shake whatever seasoning you have, and then skewer or 
tie it up closely, placing it on hot embers or stones made 
red-hot (which we did), when, if carefidly tended, before 
fee hide is burned through fee meat is feoroughly done, 
juicy and savoury beyond conception, being stewed in its 
own peculiar gravy. Ours was a regular duodecimo, as 
indeed it required to be, from fee'number of our mess and 
foreign auxiliaries, and was composed of the entire side of 
venison, from fee vertebne, round by fee hips, flank, chest, 
and shoulder-blade. While it was in process of cooking, 
we took off the keen edge of ctur appetifes by roasting on 
fee coals fee scraps and pieces feat were cut away in 
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forminf^ the selvage, all watd^ing it with the most csr^ul 
attention, until “eooked to a cariosity;" and whether it was 
the whim of a quizzing imagination or not. I cannot teQ, 
but I never before tasted a dish that so tilled up evMy 
crevice of the month with an all-satisfying enjoyment, 
saturating tlie pleased palate with its succulent tenderness, 
and leaving s»«ch an agi-eeable after-taste, tliat one was 
almost loth to use aught else l<>r tear of dispelling it. 

I would advise M. Hoyer to give it a place in the next 
etUtion of his book; and 1 hope I may not be deemed 
presumptuous in expecting that the great al)dorainal wor¬ 
shippers of the omnivorous Loudon coi’pomtion will pre¬ 
sent me with a handsome premium for abiding a new idol 
to their creed in the shape of a “ (Joncy-cuin-ciuero.” It 
is not necessary it should be made of venison: the flesh of 
any other animal, the hide of which is sufliciently tough to 
bear the fire, would do as well; in tact. 1 tliiiik a tatter 
meat would suit better. 

The Indians remained all night, and lit a second fire at 
a little, distance, stretching themselves on their faces be¬ 
tween both. There was little doubt they had a sinister 
design in staying; for whenever the watchmen’s tread 
ceased, and unbroken-silence prevailed, they raised up 
their heads cautiously, looking round anxiously, but drop¬ 
ping again the moment they saw they were perceived, and 
simidating sleep, which caused us to keep a close eye on 
them. In the moniiiig, as wc continued to feed them, we 
determined on making thent do something to earn their 
diet, by sending tliem to bring np water for the morning’s 
use (which in their tongue is called “ Bawlee”), and after¬ 
wards making them carry a .moiety of our imefcs, which 
they did witli great reluctance, from sheer laziness, being, 
far and away, the most thoroughly letlmrgic set of beings, 
even of their own degraded tribe, I ever encounter^. 
Were it not so, here they could have whole sbambles of 
meat fw food, and skins to trade in, after supplying them¬ 
selves with raiment, which they appear to want, from the 
sensitive manner in which fliey bore the evening air. Yet 
such is their inherent sloth, that they are coittented to 
remain entirely destitute of covering, and to subsist through 
Uie summer and autumn on crickets, berries, and roots, 
and in the winter and early spring on acorns, which they 
save, and dried spent salmon, which tliey catch without 
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much trouble, spearing them in the shallow fords of 
streams flowing into the Sacramento. Unlike most other 
Indians, they have nothing to ti-ade or barter; neither ai-e 
they, as far as I could see, expert bowmen. The only 
thing in which they attain a respectable mediocrity is 
swimming. They are excessively jealous of their squa\v8, 
ftjT whenever we headed towards any of tlieir burrows they 
sent a courier ahead to remove them all; and, as a cap to 
the climax of tlieir forbidding qualities, they ai’6 stingy 
and inliospitable. It is supposed to bo a trait of Indian 
character, universal amongst the race, that they are hospi¬ 
table to strangers when they chance to come amongst tlieir 
wigwams, no matter how hostile soever their feelings and 
intentions might be under other circumstances; but 
amongst these wretches no such virtue seems to exist. On 
one occasion, in passing through their huts, I took a few 
from a heap of acorns, when the veiy savf^es to whom we 
were so kind, and fed so plentifully, eonnncnced a pitiful 
whining howl until I restored them: the entire selfishness 
of which was enhanced by the fact that thousands of 
bushels of them covered the giound in every direction. 

Their information about the gold was perfectly coirect, 
for we found some, 1 may say, in everyplace we tried; but, 
except at our camp, had no water in the neighbomhood to 
give a full test to our experiments, as the rivulets, gulches, 
and ravines, were all dry. We tried the diy-digging pro¬ 
cess; and on winnowing in a rough manner the sand that 
we took from flie cavities of rocks, got in most instances 
a residue of gold, sometimes insignificant, at others con¬ 
siderable. After examining all die auspicious-looking 
places on the western flank of the Sierra in this neigh¬ 
bourhood, we branched into a gloomy defile, widi tlie in¬ 
tention of penetrating to the north-eastern side of the 
range; but| after advancing a few miles, it took a westerly 
.slant, which we thought it inndent to follow, as our stock 
of provisions would not admit of too protracted an absence. ‘ 

We had now to push our way through groups of im¬ 
mense hillst covered to the tops with oak and fir, without 
brush, the trees not so close as to impede om' progress, 
but sufficiently umbrageous to shield us from the sun. As 
we went aloAg we tried all likely places we came across, 
and got some gold in all. We soon turned into another 
and wider branch of the defile, bending more towards the 
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Routh. hoping to strike the Sacramento and follow its 
course home, testing its bai’s and the streams flowing into 
it as we proceeded, and marched in on elongated string, as 
the trail, like all Indian trails, would not admit of moro 
than one deex>. Some of our party, however, beginning 
to lag under the weight of their packs, had tailed off con¬ 
siderably, of which those in advance were unconscious, 
imtil the distant report of a gim, followed by a “ Holloa!” 
brought UR suddenly up; on hearing which, all simulta¬ 
neously dropped their packs, leaving four to watch them, 
and hurried back, double-quick, nearly a mile, when we 
espied several Indians on the heights watching our move¬ 
ments, which caused us to apin-ehond our comrades had 
been overwhelmed, murdered, imd stripped. We raised a 
lusty cheer to encourage them if in extremity, and in¬ 
creased our pace to a run, until we came to the fork of the 
defile, where we saw our five absent men standing in a 
group, rifle in hand, and a horde of those savages in front 
of them, yelling and, gesticulating; amongst whom were 
our right trusty henchmen who had levanted with, the 
packs we constrained them to cany. They were beyond 
bow-cange, but within easy rifle shot; but when om‘ rein¬ 
forcement eaiiie up, they moved farther away, and after a 
momentary pause, the chief, with a staff of about a score, 
flowed a disposition to apiiroach us in a pacific mood: a 
movement we repudiated, beckoning him off, and present¬ 
ing at him^ when he in turn warned us away, sputtering 
gibberish at the top of his voice. A Mr. Davis put an end 
to his fierce oration by a double dischai^e of buck-shot, 
which made his royal highness and some of his aids skip 
most ungracefully, the whole body breaking away in fear 
and confusion. 

This occurrence counselled circumspection for the future, 
as there is no mimner of doubt that the murder of the five 
men would have ensued only for our return, for tlic Indians 
* not only tried some long-bow shots at them, but got others 
to ascend the heights at their back, from whence they had 
commenced hiu’ling down logs and stones. As we all came 
together again, and got into motion, we saw our enemies 
on the heights above in considerable force; and what we 
had seriously apprehended they now began to put in prac¬ 
tice, namely, letting loose* rocks and blocks of decaying 
timber, which plunged dcfwn the steep hill-sides with a ve- 



locity thait. required all qiUr watcb&^b^s and alertness to 
evade then), so that ow progress -y^ts, I may say, arrested 
^togetber^ They were not daw to perceive our jeopardy, 
and for once in their lives, at least, were industrious, for 
they worked with might and main, yelling as they sot 
their projectiles in motion, and becoming bolder and bolder. 
As we could not well msike an effort to dislodge them, we 
crept slowly on. The ridge of the hill declining ratlier 
quickly, the inclination of its curve, too, bringing the sa¬ 
vages within shooting distance, and as they crowded to a 
point dose beneath which wo were constiniued to pass, we 
put forward four men, who canied rifles of the largest 
calibre, one of which, especially, owned by a Mr. Smith, 
was admitted to be the “ great gun” of the diggings. He 
first elevated at the savage looking most like the general¬ 
issimo, who, curiously enough, seeing he was selected, ad¬ 
vanced a few paces, with an air of contemptuous defiance, 
imagining himself perfectly secure; but Mr. Smitli took 
his measure most accurately, sending his bullet into the 
centre of lus chest, on which, making a frantic leap, he 
fell prostrate, producing a pause of stupefaction, during 
whidi the other three marksmen fired into the crowd, 
bringing two others down. This kicked the balance of 
hesitsation instantaneously, all of them bursting away for 
the summit of tiie ridge, over whidi we could discern their 
dark heads timidly peeping to see if we intended pursuit^ 
but of this we had no idea, our object being, if possible, to 
get to the rivm: before dark. 

We were much nearer the Sacramento than we con¬ 
ceived; for in less than a mile4the trtul descending rapidly 
almost all tiie time, we came right upon it, and directly on 
the opposite side discovered a veiy large settlement of In¬ 
dians, who raised a demtmiac yell as soon as they saw us; 
all their squaws at the same time running up a narrow 
gorge in the hills, canying then' papooses. On our side 
there was a scrap of beach, on which a tast number of 
miserable spent salmon of enormous size, split, were hung 
along on poles to dry in the sun, there being a better 
aspect and exposm-e than at their camp; and 1 believe it 
was the suspicion that we would carry away a portion of 
them which caused tlie affray. But we never even touched 
them; and finding that the cliffs were too precipitous to 
allow of our following the river, we reascended the hiUs, as 



arouBd oar «t ih& b^se of siieh a stoop, we 

could not expect to get over the ni^^t in peaoe or seeuriiy. 
A. few mUes farther on we met with a creek, where, in the 
cavity of a rock, we discovered as much water as sufficed for 
supper. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Fbid Gold In ilte Creek~Btnu)gc Excavation in Its Bed—Determine on clearing it 
out-~Our large Expectations—Our Mode of Proccdure-<-lniinenge Progs and 
Land Turtle—Another new Dish, called ** Omnium Gatherum'*—Unexpected Size 
of the Hole-^Bhare Market—>-Aoxlcty increates as Qie Bottom b approached— 
Wonderful Result—Pood for Conjeuttu’e—Mining Incident—Ctmtinue our Seuwh 
down the Creidc—Indian Village near its Banks—Ho!newerd*bound—jFirst Httbi 
of the Season—Raft Accident—Miraeukius EaoapwKa^bttildim; by Torchlight 
—How it did pour!—CaUforpian Rain—The Sacramento rises—Had the Wet 
Season set in so early ?—Its Effects on our Comfwto* our Clothes, our Food, our 
Weapons and Implements—How we employed ouradves during the Spril—Novel 
Occupations—Ludicrous Success—Musical Amateur—Strange Musical Contest 
—AmtAdbious State—The Sacramento risesiiigher—The Rain ceases *and Uie 
Sun re-appears—Change of Scene and Employment—Flriield Appearance of the 
Gmnp—State of the Ground—All the Stock get mired—4fow we manage— The 
Mhnars at Woik again. 

Ik the momiug wo found gold in the bed of the creek all 
along as we proceeded, so we follow<^d it down a con¬ 
siderable distance to a 2 >oint, where, alter receiving two 
re8i>ectable confluents and innumerable smaller streamlets 
(all then diy), it took a decided southerly course. We tried 
the banks in many places, tmd severd of the bars, in all of 
which we foimd abundant evidence that it would Ito a most 
remunerative stream to work on when the proper season 
came round. In the course of our explorations we came 
to a rocky cafion, whore the water tumbles over a fall of 
twelve or fifteen feet, at the bottom of which there was a 
large cavity in the rock, quite round at tlie orifice, about 
eight feet in diameter, and four feet down to where there 
was moist gravel, the hole enlarging in dimensions as it 
descended. Some expressed a great desire to clear it out; 
and one of the men finding over an ounce of fine dust in a 
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crack on the edge of the rock from which, in the wet season, 
the torrent is discharged, all hands ^reed on the experi¬ 
ment, indulging in golden anticipations of all sorts, many 
of the over-sanguine setting down the proportions at one 
thousand dollars; which would not, after all, appear exor¬ 
bitant, considering the circumstances. 

We put in two men witli shovels to fill the pans, which 
were passed up by two others, and sent from hand to hand 
along a file of four above, to a place where the sand was 
discharged, the empty pans returning by another line, 
coming up and down with the regularity of elevators ’ c 
corn-mill. In a few hours we thus ac cumulated •• i ge * 
of gravel on the bank, but did not appear to make •» aeop 
impression on the hole, which bulged jut in the sides like 
a pot. Nevertheless, we worked unremittingly (albeit on 
empty stomachs, and nothing in prospect to appease the 
painful gnawings of the worm of appet'te), as the ,>resenco 
of water on round stones and coarse gravel afforded us a 
guarantee tliat there was no chasm or aperture through 
which the gold could escape. From the round stones and 
coarse gravel we came to a layer of coarse sand, in which, 
CTiriously enough, were frequently sent up anmense frogs, 
as large as young monkeys, and a description of land turtle, 
that; on the offier hand, was of dwaifish proportions. 
These were all alive and kicking; and the wonder was that 
they could have existed under such a superincumbent 
weight as we removed, which of course was only to bo 
accounted for by the mysterious agency of the genim loci, 
who stationed them there to watch the golden treasure; 
for if the great dragon of the Ilcsperides himself had^been 
saddled with only half the load, tlie celebrated fruit would 
not have so long cumbered its braiiches. In the absence 
of all other nutriment, we became sudden converts to 
French cookeiy, calling into^requisition the services of our ■ 
“ coney-cum-quero” artists, who invented an entirely new 
dish, characteristically christened “omnium gatheram,” 
which I cannot, however, so confidently recommend to a 
generous and confiding public as their previous effort, as 
it was composed principally of bull-frogs and land turtle, 
thinly interspersed witli the limbs of a few woodpeckers 
and one ground squirrel (a much nicer animal than a rat), 
stewed in the green water that*we took from the hole in 
two of our largest wash-pans, anSi without either pepper. 
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salt, or any other sauce or seasoning but keen, pungent 
hunger. 

_ As we left off work at dusk, we took soundings with a ' 
pole, and found there were fully live feet yet to clean out; 
but tlie hole at this level took an inward (nnwe, that would 
quickly diminish its capacity for holding. Not ,so> the 
“ omnium gatlicrum.” w'liich found i-oceptacle.s capacious 
enough, and, simple and unodomed u.s it was, would have 
Jill disappeared if we had yieldi:d to apjiotite; but we re- 
•'•vcd a portion of tills composite mess for breakfast, and 
.o la n-k 'loder the ai. .pices of the morning star, as 
was ne jssaiy iiio-dd reach home tJiat evening. 

'•’•V I •Vie' e •• ,■ - a finev, diu-ker, and heavier 

sain .1 ■ .. 11 ' ' ',1 t , f the precious dust, which 

sent n > i •• ( . \| i;ctA»'pu to such a-pitch, that 

• ^ 1 ■' J )i-s rl, o',- ’ from nun- hundred to five hnn- 

di- et -s .. share '\,,hout etfocting a purchase, and cir- 
as tho time ivas, a miniature of the Bull and 
Bern iiin.i was put into o(ieration, which hatched its 
smaU clnleh of lane ducks witli a rajiidity in keeping with 
the veg etative and gnnonitivc cliai-acter of the country. 
The g£uue. mom ntiirily iin-eased in intere.st as the, bottom 
was appi-oucli d; hut the increasing depth obliged ns to 
put in a rude lu(' kr to enable tho work to pj-oceed. It was 
also dc.en.cu [irudont to a]>point experienced wushei’s to 
test i.lie contents of each pan, for the indications of tlic 
sand now became truly promising. Silence reigned omni- 
pohmt: yet during the intervals between each shovel- 
stroke, .aUiiough evei-j' one appeared to hold his breath, 
there wove strange, smothered veutriloquial sounds, re- 
jieated with a rapid regularity, which at la.st brought me 
to listen, 'Uid dls.. jver uiat 

The beating of our own hearts 
AVas all the sound,|re heard. 

'rt»e sun, too, came at this juncture to take a peep into tlie 
nearly empty hole; but the polished shovel returned no 
lurid flash to his bright ray, the predominant reflection 
being from the black sand, which, by the time the last pan¬ 
ful was removed (sand et jireterea nihit), had communicated 
quite a leaden tinge to our complexions. Then 
'We looked each other’s faces round; 

but there was not a word of banter or regret as the men 

o 
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stewly aaid sadly came up from this great polished deceiver, 
each' wondering, but unable to solve tlie miracle of the 
total absence of even a particle of the metal. 'Wanting 
other diet, it supplied us amply with food for conjecture 
and surmise; but the most ingenious and sophistical could 
not suggest a feasible explanation why it was that the gold, 
which assuredly came in from above, and which we fr^d 
in quantity below, beuig the heavier substance, should have 
Imen absolutely ejected, leaving stones, gravel, and even 
black sand, at the bottom. All the natural and usual ope¬ 
rations of cause and effect being at length exhausted, a 
metaphysical gentleman agreed with himself that preter¬ 
natural spells must also have been at work, mid that, if the 
frogs could speak, “ tliey would a tale unfold ” that would 
suit as an appendage to the legends of Croker.# 

We now shouldered our traps luid went down the creek 
for at loiist a mile, finding prospects tlironghout calculated 
to console us somewhat for om’morning's disappointment; 
and just when about diverging for home, we saw, fiirther 
down on the hanks of the creek, a large Indian village, of 
a more permanent character than 1 tiiought the Diggera 
could boast of, the huts being unusually well constructed 
for that tribe. It was tliickly inhabited; tile- red-skins, 
an’ayed with their bows luid arrows, seemed as if ready for 
lui encounter; but we moved off’ at riglit angles, marching 
steadily until we reached the Sacramento at oiu* raft-moor¬ 
ings, about two hours before sundown. We then com¬ 
menced shipping our first cargo, which consisted of four 
men with tlieir packs, chosen by lot, as the ffimographic 
atti-actions on the other side, the dislike of crossing (as the 
hist batches would he compelled to do') in the dark, and 
the iiidi<!atious of a coming change in the weatlier, made 
eac.h luixious to be amongst the first. 

• "While worlting on Sock Crook, the weather being very hot, we 
always hail by us a pan of drinking water, and close to it stood a tin 
cap, in which we put the partiefes of gold as we gathered them. One 
morning, as we were at work, a thirsty prospector came by, who asked 
permission to take a drink, which being accorded him, he filled up the 
cup and quaffed off the costly draught, without cither drinking our 
healths or leaving even the semblance of a sediment at the bottom. I 
first suspected, there was a little sleight-of-hand in the matter; but from 
the sincere compunction of the man, and the earnest manner in which 
he offered to replace the goid; I firmly believe he swallowed it: a cir¬ 
cumstance which caused us for the future not to rely implicitly, in such 
cases, on a saving slip, *' inter poeulum et labra." 



DISGIHGS OP' OAMKOBMA. 


9» 

It took over an hoa^to miUse the first trip to and fro» 
(luring which time the clouds liegaii to gather and drop 
rain: tln^wiiid, too, sighing in ominous gusts. I was in 
the second hutch, and got well wet from the heavy rain be- 
tbro I landed, the wind still increasing in violence; and, 
imfoi'tiuiiitely, as the third pai*ty were coming over (it being 
now dai’k), by some had uumagciuent or other the raft 
jtarted, tliree clinging to one j(Ortion and one to the other. 
-■V shout was instantly raised, lanterns .md fagots were lit, 
and tlie shore was liiunl to sco how succour could be 
brought to bear; but our comrades’ fate appeared inevi¬ 
table,- as over the rsipids W(! feared they mtist go, where we 
wore ai)prohensive they would lose f.luur hold and be 
drowned. As good luck would have it, however, that 
portion of the ral't to which the three were attached 
went slick over, ,and was rounded io in an eddy tliat 
whirled it to tlie sliore, not niort' than two himdred' yards 
Iielow; the odier, taking a diffen'ut shoot, stranded on a 
pointed rock, over which the ijitercepted c.uiTent snrginl in 
frothy foam. There wsis a d('ep gut between tint rock and 
th(! shore, which cut off all personal aid. so that the only 
thing we could do was to shout in encouragtnnent to the 
])oor fellow, urging him to tiy and work his log over the 
obstacle, telling him how his coinpanions had got safely 
on shoi-e, and throwing lines, ivitli weights attaelied to the 
ends, that he might lay hold of tliem. But he was almost 
altog(itlier unconscious from the dashing of tJie water; 
though still holding on witli tJie proverlaal tenacity of a 
drowning man. .He vemaiiicd in tliis tearful predicament 
nearly a (piarter of lur hour, when we saw the log veering 
slightly from side to side, as tlie currcmt evidently rose a 
little, the rain falling in toirents all tire time; anodicr 
swing, and' it broke .afloat. “ Does he cling?” uttered a 
hun<irod mouths. Yes! wc could see his head in the 
torchlight as his log whirled into tlic protecting eddy, but 
life was nearly extinct; nor could we release his grasp 
without using actual violence, and for a long time after we 
earned him to the nearest tent he did not appear to- re¬ 
cover. -However, we were overjoyed to see him at lengtli 
give signs of retnming animation; when, leaving him in 
charge of tlie only female in the community, we all pro¬ 
ceeded up stream to constn^cl a new raft to bring over tlie 
remainder of our party, as the river began rising so rapidly 



100 A STBOU. THBOUGH THE 

that, if deferred until morning, I’afting would be impracti¬ 
cable. It was a truly novel and picturesque sight to sec a 
file of blazing torches and fagots, and the duskj*forms o,f 
the men at work, with their gleaming axes and augers, of a 
dark stormy night, singing cheerfully to keep up the spirits 
of those on the opposite shore. Two first-rate large 
rafts were solidly constnicted in art incredibly short space 
of time, capable of taking all over at a single trip each; so 
that, ere midnight, tliey were safely landed amidst' their 
companions. 

Oh, how it did pour! I never before saw such torrents. 
The biggest tears of oidd Ireland were but intermittent 
imitations—mere drizzle—compared with it, as it sluiced 
down, making the blazing logs “pale their ineffectual fires,” 
until they fairly struck to the rival element. It drummed 
upon the tents, spirting through the closest canvass, 
covoiing the upper blankets and the pendant clothing 
with a condensed vapour like hoar-frost; but the 30th of 
October being unusually early for the regular seasonal 
spell, we all crept into our damp beds, trusting that in its 
fu^ it would expend itself ere morning. But morning 
came and brought with it no cessation. Down, down it 
flowed in perpendicular streamlets, each as thick as an 
ordinaiy ramrod, imncturing the ground which was not 
as yet mashed into mortar, as if points of that instrament 
had been inserted into it with matliematical precision. 
The select few who hatl stoves could alone make the 
“ sparks fly upward;” the remainder, with their waggon- 
covers, endeavoured to coirstmct a species of hearth um¬ 
brella to shield them from the water. Noon came, and 
still down poured the rain, and up rose the Sacramento, 
turbid and turbulent; its quiescent edges, sheeted out into 
the bush, forming quite a contrast witli its rapid centre. 
All hands were digging deep channels round their tents, 
and carrying in limbs of timber and hurdles to elevate their 
couches from off the cold damp earth. Every one was 
soaked through, and everybody’s bedclotlies were so 
thoroughly saturated with damp, that we turned in without 
divesting ofirselves of our wet garments. 

A second night, chilly and cheerless, converted us to the 
belief that the rainy season Irad prematurely arrived, and set 
us cogitating how we should enqploy ourselves during its con¬ 
tinuance. The lighting of fires in the morning was quite 
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a prolonged and doubtful experiment in the ash-pools— 
longer pits—^where the crackling wood was wont to ravel. 
We built them ns close to our tent mouths as possible, 
l>repared to suffer any inconvenience from tlie smoke for 
the faintest countoiwailiijg glow of heat. All was insuffi¬ 
cient, however, to dry our dripping clothes and bed cover¬ 
ing. Om knives, forks, spoons, tin dishes, and knightly 
implements, soon got coated over with rust; our fire-arms 
became woodbound: tlie provisions, too, suffered their 
quotii of damage. The jerked beef got blue-moulded, Um 
liour caky, the sugar treacly, the tea flat, the coffee sodden, 
the powder lumpy, and the brandy u-eakltj. Even my fine 
watch, which I never before caught in a waywai’d mood, 
took it into its head to spend tJie season in a state of tor¬ 
pidity. There was nothing for it now but either a tliorough 
revision and repair of the wardrobe, or card-playing, drink¬ 
ing, or both; for there were no books in the coneeni, while 
damiJ paper was cahndated to obscure the clearest ideas 
committed to it. Nevertheless, the dull, trinte influences of 
the time were often chequered with a hearty laugh, result¬ 
ing from the aiiiii.sing bungles ol the many unlicened 
imitators of t’rispiu an<l Cahhage who undertook to flourish 
the awl and tlie needle. Jhiots were in the most urgent 
want of relief, as most of the crow'd, to use a slang phrase, 
“ were aildicted to loii-hoots: ’case why, they’d got no 
bottomsworn on the principle which induced my country¬ 
man to walk in the mud under the canopy I'f a sedan-chair. 
Coats, not being jireviously much used, did not shuid in 
need of repair; lait pantaloons became so grotesquely 
metamoi'phosed under tlie “stars and stripes” witli which 
they were liberaUy garnished, that if required a strong 
effort of memory to recognise them. One gentleman in 
particuliu', evidently of a retail education, not from any 
jocose freak either, caused us mi hour of meniment by 
freckling over his stem with those minute patches until it 
resembled a m.ap of the Archipelago or Canibean Sea. 
You might see shirts, in the absence of either father or 
mother-o’-pearl studs, ornamented with buttons that would 
be quite at home on flie breast of a P-jacket; and hats that 
had curled up tlieir broad brims under a crisping sun, 
now driven into the slouching attitude; together with 
many other strange and cqnous contrasts, too numerous ta 
mention. 
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In the midst of our multifarious avocations, one raw 
gushing evening our ears were brought to full-coek by the 
laudable efforts of a gentleman who possessed a rheumatie 
key-bugle, which, perhaps, like its owner, ^vas suffering 
from the rouglmess of the jounjey or the climate, for his 
choicest strains were not of that “charming” quality cal¬ 
culated to “soothe the savage breast,” much less those of 
a Ohristian. On the contraiy, to travesty the phrase, they 
were “ a discord of harsh sounds," which, as a friend of 
mine observed, would bo certain death to any cow of ad¬ 
vanced age in the (Uthl Country, where they understand 
music. However, tliis painful solo was opportimely chal¬ 
lenged by the api)carnnce on the sod of a canine amateur, 
whose musical powers were so decidedly superior, that he 
sUenced his opponent with a few of his quavers, and retired 
amidst torrents and applause. The gentleman and tile 
bugle subsequently made two other paralytic efforts to re¬ 
new die contest: but old Ponipey, who, for feai’ of such 
surprises, kept his organ at concert pitch, came promptly 
to the scratcli, and effectually consummated his conquest. 

There were some ugly broils arising out of gambling 
contentions, and disgusting cxliibitions from over-deep 
potations; hut, strange to say, no serious accident oc- 
cuii’ed, nor did sickness siqicivciK', even though 1 may 
assert, that we “lived, and moved, and had our being” in 
water, or positive moisture; making us incline to the sup- 
positiim that, habitude endowed us with semi-amphihious 
natui’es. This state of things eontimie<l without any mo¬ 
dification for nine whole days and nights; the river rising 
higher and higher, roaring in frantic fury: whirlmg, like 
.straws on its surging bosom, huge logs and trees that it 
uprooted aiid snatched along iu its headlong rjqje; its 
frenzied temperament madly ministered to by the innu¬ 
merable torrents along its courae vomiting in their foaming 
stimulants. Hook, Middle, and Salt Creeks, now presented 
impassable barriers to any communication betwixt those 
encamped on either side, bejng so swollen by the monster 
current that thej' spread athwart the limited lei-el, and com¬ 
pelled the whole settlement to strike their tents, and retreat 
up the hill-side. 

On the morning of the tentli day, we were all mightily 
gladdened and rejoiced at tirg re-appearance of our oltl 
friend Sol, beaming effulgently, but somewhat moderated 
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ia lus florae lu'idour. Presto! now tiieiNJ was a magical 
change of scene. Lolling listlessness gave place ti> Imstle; 
tents were .struck in a trice; everjthitig was laid bare, and 
uU were bustling as briskly us the slushy state of Uie groimd 
would permit to give their sj)augy cJotJis and lu'ovisions 
the Iwnefit of the change, itlankots—^white, red, blue, 
green, Mackinaw, and Mexican—wei-e spread out in elosi^ 
ooaitact on the slope, with sliaggy buffalo robes and sleek 
■counteipaues, ffankeil with ffauntil, cotton, hickoiy, and 
Jersey iiirts of eveiy tinge luul (-.olouj'; coats, fancy vests, 
and very unfashionable jiauts, in eonipaiiionsliip witli 
shreddy drawers: together with stockings, long and short, 
in a most porous condition; judiciously intersi>ersod, in 
every available vacancy, wiili grei'ii boots, flabby hats, col¬ 
lapsed cai'pet-bugs, powdcr-llasks, sbot-j»ouelies, and various 
otliev hunting and defensive Yu'.eoutremoiits, dangling ll’oni 
tile biiuiches; provisions exposed and iinns piled wliere no 
■siiade could screen.them: foriiiiiig alUigi'ther auiiicpie and 
motley scene, most curious to be] mid. 

This done, we went to look alter our cattle, wliicli. had . 
not been seen since tlie storm coiunii'iieeil; but it proved 
rather more of a task than any of ns autici]iated; for at 
every step, miless the foot was planted on the point of a 
rock or log, one sank right down to the knee, and freipieutly 
deeper, liveu on tlie slopes, tlie earth was almost in a 
liquid state, witli barely eiiougli of adhesive consistence to 
prevent its running in .a siveam. I could not have imagined 
such a state of things had 1 not witnessi d it. When wo 
miclied tlie cattle, we found tlieiii, without an exception, 
mired down to their bellies, unable to move; a few were 
dead, and some mules aud liorscs badly lacerated in tiieir 
wild endeavours to extricate- tbeinselves; the oxen were 
more passive, but nearly stiuTed to deutli, while it was 
utterly impossible to liberate them until the water drained 
off' and the ground became firm. The only mode of meet¬ 
ing the emergency was to gather provender and strew it 
within their reach, which was not a labour of extreme 
trouble, as acorns were very abundant, and they all liad 
become accustomed to their use. Thus we tended them 
for a few days, mitil wc were able to extricate those tliat 
were unable to relieve themselves. 

Jlaeh mess now went to *'ork with ttieir rockei-s in the 
■daffermit giffnhes, and in select places along tlie hanks of 
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the creek, \<ra8hing the dirt, and getting well rewarded for 
their trouble, averaging fully two ounces per man. But 
the soil was too wet to work to the best advantage, being 
in that state which masons call “grout,” the heavy metallic 
particles sinking to the flag or rock as it became disturbed 
in digging, and escaping the shovels in the crevices and 
inequalities, whereas, in a drier state, they would have been 
taken up with earth and separated in the process. Some 
who took the pains of scooping and scraping up the mud 
from those inequalities with large spoons were amply re¬ 
quited ; and many made good wages by following the creek 
and gulch courses, picking up particles on the margin 
from which the water had receded, and gathering pieces 
of considerable size that protruded from the banks, where 
flakes of eaitb broke oflF, undermined by the torrents. 


CH.\rTER X. 

More Hidti~l){(rging coaiicfl—The Damp and CliUls are attended with Sickn^s— 
Doetom and thoir Chargen—.Additions to oor Mess—Commence hollowing out 9 
Canoe-~Tho Agrecablllties of our new Associates—>How we hewed, and Joked, and 
promoted Health—Perforated State of the Bark—Studded wltii Acorns—Bow 
catued—Foresight of Woodpedeers—Their Ingenuity and Discrimination—Finish 
our Craft—Wither clears up—Transport our Goods and Chattels over the 
River—Miners' Theory—Our Cloak—Miners' Fiuctlces—Their Perseverance— 
We blink them a good while—They Hunt at f <ast—Our Seclusion invaded—What 
wc previously average—Hours of Work—Apiicarance of the Mines—Geological 
PuBxte—Capital and Machinery reqtdrcd to develope the Wealth of California- 
Fruitless Search for a Scientific Traveller—Winter sets in—Hunt for new 
Diggings—Our old Gulch re<«nrichod—Fresh Irruptions—Make a PMtsr to visit 
the Maiden Credc—Find the Water too high—Indian VUlta and Thieving—Give 
some of tliem condign Punishment—.A slight Brush—Our comfortless and inse¬ 
cure Situation—Return to Home Quarters—Diabolical Murder perpetrated l^r 
Indians—Enrolment of a Volunteer Party to punish them—The Regions ot Bia 
Expedition—Position and Number of our Adversaries—The Battle—The Result 
—Onermis Tatk of getting Home onr Wounded Men—Boisterous Night—Both 
KreemuD and Coyle die. 

( 

This state of affairs kept tlie miners in buoyant spirits, 
but they were soon damped again; for, at the end of three 
days, heavy, humid clouds kept floating overhead, accom- 
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panied witli shai-p squalls and smart shmversi whieb, 
towards evening, settled down into a thick drizzling mist, 

. of a most penetrating character. This continued fiw five 
nights and days, occasionally changing into pouring rain 
as a brisk bree/e blew up, which midered the soil wholly 
unlit for digging, and caused n raw chill atmosphere, tliat 
began to e.'^ibit its effects in short ague-fits, rheumatism, 
stiff swollen joints, jind scuny. My ankle, which got 
maimed in the buffalo chase on the Platte gave me con¬ 
siderable annoyance, both from jjain and swelling; but 1 
prescribed for . myself, as the medical tariff all over tlie 
mines made a patient shudder more sensitively than tlie 
most nauseating tinctime or painful operation: one ounce a 
visit was the ti.xed charge: tlio simplest dose cost one dol- 
Im, and anything of a compound nature a quarter of an 
ounce. Yet, notwithstanding tlu'so nvtes, some got so 
nervous in their ailments, and ituti<;i)>utcd such goblen 
harvests tliroughoiit the coming year, that they paid them 
without a inunnur. 

As 011 ^ might as well ho outside us under a tent where 
everything was drii>ping with dimip, our mess, which was 
oulai’ged by the admission of two gentlemeti, who, from the 
firet, were camped di>so beside us, resolved that we would 
employ ourselves in hollowing out a canoe; for having de- 
termiued to cross tlic river at the earliest ojqiorlunlty, we 
were anxious to have some more safe an<l expeditious mode 
of navigation than rafting. We aeeordiiigly selected a noble 
fir-tree, out of which we got a superb log, tliirty feet long 
and fifty-four inches in gii'tb, almost free from biuk. On 
this we set to work in rough-shaping our craft, under thC’ 
direction of one of our new associates, a seafaring gentle¬ 
man of great experience, whose natural cleverness, vivacity,, 
and varied information, rendered him a most cheei-fid and 
delightful companion, more particularly under circum¬ 
stances where any agreeable social attribute was sure to bo 
‘liberally appreciated. None of us were expert choppers, 
but the* best were placed at the points where the most deli¬ 
cate strokes were required; and as we kept hacking and 
hewing away in the perpetual drizzle, joking, singing, and 
quickening the circulation, we felt all the better for the 
exercise, in health, appetite, and spirits. 

In stripping off the btmk, I observed it perforated with 
holes larger tlian those wlrich a musket ballet would make. 
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spaced with most accurate precision, as if bored under tiie 
guidance of a rule and compass, and many of thean filled 
most neatly witli acorns. Earlier in tlie season I remarked, 
saoh bcdes in most of the softer timber, but imagining they 
were caused by wood insects, 1 did not stop to examine or 
inquire. Now, however, finding them studded with aeoms 
firmly fixed in, which 1 knew could not have been driven 
there by the wind, I sought for an explanation, which was 

practically given me by Captain S-s pointing out a 

flock of woodpeckers busily and noisily employed in the 
provident task of securing their winter’s provisions. It 
appears that that sagacious bird is not all tlie time thrift-, 
lessly engaged in “tapping tlie hollow beech-tree” for the 
mere idle purpose of making a noise, but spends its sum¬ 
mer season in pecking those holes, in wliich it lays in its 
store of food for the winter, wlnn-e the elements can neither 
affect nor place it beyond i-each; and it is considered n 
sure omen that the period of snow is approaching when 
those birds commence stowing away their acorns, which 
otherwise might be covered by its fall. I frequently paused 
in my chopping to watch tliom in my neighbourhood witii 
the aeoms in their bills, half clawmg, half flying, round the 
tree,’ and admu-cd adroitness with which tliey tried the 
nut at different holes until tliey found one of its exact cali¬ 
bre ; when, inserting tlie pointed end, tliey tallied it home 
most artistically with their beaks, and flew down for an¬ 
other. But tlieir natural instinct is even more remarkable 
in tlie choice of the acorns, which are invariably «ouik1; 
whereas it is a matter of impossibility, in selecting them 
for roasting, for a person to pick up a batch tlie lialf of 
which are not unfit for -use. the most safe and polished- 
looking veiy frequently containing a large grab generated 
wUhiii. Even the wily Indian, with all his craft and experi¬ 
ence, is imable to arrive at anything like an unerring selec¬ 
tion ; whUe, m a large b^'ul that we took fr-om the bark of 
our log, there was not one containing mem the slightest' 
germ ^ decay. The birds never encroach on their store 
imtil all on the surface are covered, wheu they resort to 
those in tiie bark, and peck out tliek contents without re¬ 
moving the shells from the holes. 

Four days sufficed to finish our «i-aft, about which time 
the weatiiei- ^ain ita^oved,a. brUMant sun fovouring ns on 
tlie day of the laitmdi, which was not a very lahosioas affair ; 
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for the canoe, lieing cleanly sooq^etl out, wae as light a« so 
intioh bark, and we were highly delighted to find, on plae- 
.ing her in her future element, tliai she tloated evenly and 
buoyantly, and was easily iinjiolled at a very rapid rate. 
We spent the remainder of tlie day in transporting our 
traps, provisions, &e. aeross the river, which was more 
hasardons than we had anticipated, as tho current was 
alaiTningly rapid, and our little hark not irltogether so mucli 
to our taste when reeling under a sniait cuigo. However, 
we got over everything safely before dark, and by noon next 
day had our tents erected on a nice knoll, in good shelter, 
with wood convenient and a clear hrook flowing within 
ten yards of ns. Another, of uiiich larger diniensions, ran 
down tlic same slope, where we. commenced our opera¬ 
tions, but it was poor in its deposits. It was not con¬ 
sidered 8tnmg(>. as it rose to th(^ westwai-d. All the old 
hands insist that no creeks nr streams arc wortli working 
save those tliat floAV cither to the north or south; many ex¬ 
perienced Georgian and Wisconsin miners aflirming that 
such is the.case in the mines thev were in the habit of 
workijig, where all tiio rich strata lie north and south, 
or nearly so. This natural arrangement, if it he. a fact, 
may have been intiuenoed by the sami' laws that regulate 
tho vast chains of mountains all over the continent, which 
uniformly trend in those din^ctions, and may have produced 
similar results iu tin; greater and deeper seams of gold 
which I am satisfied e.vist in (hiliforiua: but that it could 
affect the disintegrated particles which ar<^ al)iuidoned to 
tlie cai)rice of the mountain thaws, and force, them into 
parallel currents, is a doctrine too large for my belief, even 
though aflinned on autliority. 

We began our drains and excavations on an ostentatious 
scale on this unpropitious site, intending it to serve as a 
cover, should we find a better (of which 1 had got. a toler¬ 
able inkling when last over), as we were well aware that 
every Sunday we would Iw visited by our old neighbours, 
as much from feelings of friendship, perkapH, as to find out 
if we had discovered a more promising place tlian their 
O.WD, 'When tliey would not fail to give us tlie chaims of 
tlteir society; for no mess can sliiJ't quarters, either by 
stealth or otherwise, that they are not thus visited or 
traced. If they remove ^secretly, the moment they me 

missed a party of tl>e men most gifted in that species of 
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chase is chosen to follow their trail, who pack provisions 
and other necessaries, setting about the task in a most de-' 
liberate manner, and are rai-ely if ever foiled; m fact, never 
returning until tliey mn down their prey, ascertaining the 
motives of their change, and the results of the movement. 
I met many of those parties in niy rambles, and was often 
higldy amused, where from the nature of tlie ground tlie 
trail would be imperceptible, to see them take a cast like 
hounds at fault, prying around in a stooped attitude, as if 
bringing in the aid of the olfactory neives, until one gave 
tongue, when they all would hark in, and run it breast high 
again. 

Our plan, however, blinked them for a good while, dur¬ 
ing which we every day went to work at our rich gulch, 
about a mile distant, working very profitably too; and when 
any of them came over to test our location by washing a 
few panfuls out of tliat at our door, they not only gave up 
any idea of joining us, but expressed their astonishment 
that we should be so misspending our time as to persevere 
in working there. In a short time, however, the “cat got 
out of the bag,” as it was hut too evident that our home 
mines remained in statu quo; so that it was supposed, from 
tlie’ ingenious device, we had found out a regular gold 
quariy. Then commenced the preparations for the hunt, 
a hurried digging out of canoes, as they could not expect 
ours (freely given for visiting intercourse) to aid in bringing 
to light our little mint; but, once sfeirted, tire sport did not 
last long; the hounds were so numerous, and the cover so 
small, that they so5n brought the game to view. Within 
two days afterwards, the entire course of the gulch was one 
continuous file of men, picking and rocking away, convert¬ 
ing our secluded, silent, golden retreat into a profane and 
tumultuous thoroughfare. So long as we were uninter¬ 
rupted, we generally washed out from fifteen to eighteen 
ounces a-day, confining our operations entirely to the bed 
and edges of the stream. The gold was of the purest qua¬ 
lity, for the most part ih nice sized particles; those of a. 
loi-ger size were always streaked with quartz veins, which, 
in the hands of jewellers (as I afterwards saw them in 
Francisco), could be shaped and polished into handsome 
rings, brooches, and ladies’ ornaments. This, it must be 
admitted, was a very good yield, when it is taken into- 
consideration that, from the coldness of the momings; 
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and evenings, we could not commence wtisliing before tea 
o'clock, and were obliged to give over at two, or a little 
jater. 

Our new neighbour camo across and returned in Uieir 
canoes every morning and evening, and widened tlie har¬ 
vest-field by excavating the hanks, most generally with 
complete success. But, the weatiier taking a diy aud 
frosty turn for a few days, the slender stream was com¬ 
pletely intercepted, and, as a matter of necessity, tlie whole 
character of our proceedings chauged mto , diy-digging 
operations; and not unprofitaldy eitlier, for, boUi in tlie 
deep crevices and imbedded in tlie rock, wc found the 
metal in greater quiuitity and much larger particles. As 
at Salt Cre<?k, it was quite in the heart of the reck, where 
it must have remained since tlic original formation, us tlie 
rock was sound to the core, and free on the surface from 
the slightest flaw or fissure tlireugli wliich the gold, even 
in a molten state, conbl have ptnietrated; the. metal fitting 
its bed wiUi the accuracy of the nicest speciinon of inlay¬ 
ing, blit in no instance showing that affinity for the rock 
whic.li it exhibits with regard to quartz. Those facts con¬ 
vince mo, as I have before observed, that the surface- 
scratchuigs, although their aggregate amount is enormous, 
are still but as tlio shedding of tlie grain; aud while 
leaving me. a sceptic as to its origin and nio<le of distribu¬ 
tion, confirm me in the belief that the great mineral wealth 
of California is seated deep in the bowels of llio eiu'Ui, and 
is only to be developed by associated companies possessed 
of large capital, who cun afford to sitik deep shafts and 
apply mechanical contrivances for removing the improfit- 
able soil and keeping under the subterranean drainage. 

I often inquired in iny rambles, and eagerly sought for, 
some zealous member of tlie British Association, or equally 
learned savant, to enlighten me on the subject of this geo¬ 
logical puzzle, but never was fortunate enough Jo coiiK! 
’across one. If any of such a class ever came out to- dive 
into and lay bare the, bosom of Nature, cupidity must 
have vanquished their yearnings for immortality, and tains- 
formed tlie divine philosoidicr into the mundane mammon- 
hunter. 

The weather now underwent a decided winter change: 
tremendous showers of sleiJt and frequent heavy falls of drj- 
snow occurred, which pfecluded the possibility of work, 
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and confined- oar opposite neighbonrs to their own quar¬ 
ters. Bat I'must do them the justice to say, that th^ 
improved tlieir opportunity most industriously, a.s, to all 
appeai-amoes,.they swept the gulch clear of its rich contents, 
constraining ns to csist about in order to find another fe- 
voured one, to keep ns employed until we couliL make up 
a party to go back into the interior, to the creek we dis¬ 
covered when exploring. We met many rivulets with 
promising indications, hut none tliat would bear compari¬ 
son with the other. However, before making a selection of 
that which wo should work, one day, as symptoms of re- 
himing" fine weather began to manifest themselves, a soft 
nwii succeeding the sleet, and the snow melting, from off 
the slopes and hilhsides, a m(!mber of our mess, impelled 
by such commendable feelings as would prompt one to 
visit an old- friend who once upon a time had rendered him 
a substantial service, before leaving his neighbourhood 
took a sholl over to the favourite gulch to see how it was 
itffected by the weather. To his extreme surprise and de¬ 
light, he saw tiirough its clear waters tlte bed speckled 
afresh with golden deposits, upon which he hastened back 
with the pleasant tidings. The, day but one after, the 
wat-gi- Imd so far subsided as to allow of onr workingat our 
old haunt, with ftilly our original success, tlie new treasure 
having been washed down from the surrounding hills by 
the melting of the snow; but tlio folk over tlie way, in 
coming back for some of their implements, were also made 
aware of this ratlier raai-vellous state of things, and again 
commenced lileir diurnal incursions, until the premises 
were a second time cleared out. 

We now began to arrange definitely for sending a de¬ 
tachment, in conjunction with others, back to the maiden 
creek, christened, from its richness, “Gold Creek;” an en¬ 
tire transfer of our camp-equipage, provisions, &e. would, 
from the- soft state of the ground, he clearly impossible, 
even if we had animals. Things were soon in train, and a 
party of fifteen set out on a sadly, unpropitious morning, 
with cold sleet driving in our teeth; but we went at it 
head to wind, carrying immense packs. Three of our mess 
Avere amongst tlie jiarty. The inai-ch Avas a very harassing 
one, occupying two days; and, to atld to oiur chagrin and 
disappointment, the waters of the creek were so high that 
all the banks and bam were flooded beyond the possibility 
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of voriciag tliem, lesviBg the field ef oup hfiboors cmtfiBed 
to the little steep gukhes running into it. Hone of these 
.were wlmt might be tenned rich in comparison; the wesu- 
ther, niOTeover, eoBtinned so eold and inefement that we 
could not get more than two hours ont of any day for 
work; and even those, such ns none but gold-diggers would 
care to turn out in. As if to crown our siiiferings and 
anxieties, we were visited by the Indians, first in a fricBdly 
guise; but they soon convinced us they had other designs- 
in view, as our a-xes, knives, and odier articles,, became sus¬ 
piciously scarce. 

By a little vigilance two of the delinquents were caught 
“m Jlagrante delicto and with a view of cheeking or 
abolishing tlie’ theft, we seizo<l aiul tied tliem up, giving 
them a right good hiding, under which they howled most 
lustily. One was then liberated, to wiiom we made known 
by signs that the other would he detained, and fio^ed each 
day until the various stolen articles were restored, and timt, 
uniess this were done within “ two suns," we would' shoot 
him. The liberatetl convict rt'Uirned rather more promptly 
than we expecte<l; but instead of being a bearer of the 
missing goods, he was accompanied b\ a hirge band of 
savages, all armed wiili hows and arrows, who, by their 
menacing gestures and loud talk, indicated that they came 
with the intention of releitsiiig the captive, and aveiifpng 
his and his companion's injuries. As they seemed resolved 
on coming to (dose quarters, when we would not have the 
shadow of a chance against them, wo trie,l a discharge of 
buck-shot against their shins, which produced a saltatory 
and highly salutary efi'ect, precisely such as we desired, for 
they retired in double-<iuick time, discharging obliquely in 
their retreat a flight of arrows, none of which took effect; 
hut as we did not follow up the lire, they took courage, and • 
halted on a rise about five hundred yards off, from which 
they kept yelling and gesticulating at a furiotm rate. The 
’prisoner, when he saw them retiring without effecting has 
liberation, set up such an infernal howling that we were 
only too glad to liberate him, giving him a sort of postscript 
that contained the pith and essence of our feelings. 

Well acqiminted with tlieir revengeful disposition, we 
placed an extra guard that night, who could plainly observe 
the dusky forms of our dnemies prowling around in the 
gloomy shadows of tlie c(5ntiguous trees; but a« they saw 
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we were on the .alert, they did not trauble ns. From this 
we foresaw there would be an absolute necessity for a con¬ 
stant nightly watch; and, as this was most harassing to 
men faring badly, with insufficient clothing, with our pro¬ 
visions, too, nearly exhausted, the weather inclement, and 
the gold not over-abundant, together with sundry other 
persuasive reasons, we commenced our retreat—I should, 
perhaps, say, our retmn to our camp at head-quarters—on 
the following day. The trail was so affected by the con¬ 
stant wet weather, that it was far advanced in the second 
night before we reached our destination. 

Two mornings after our return, Captain S-^r went to 

the door of his tent, from which there was a good view 
across the river to the moutli of liock Creek, where a fine 
old gentleman named Colville, together with his son, a 
most promising young man, and a respectable Swede 
named Mansfeldt, hatl been camped by themselves about a 
mile from die main settlement. He immediately remarked 
that their tent-was not obseiwable as heretofore, although 
there was light in it late the previous night. He called us 
all to look; but no one could discover any trace of it, nor 
could we frame a conjecture as to the cause of its sudden 
disappeai-ance. Feeling sad misgivings, and having a high 
esteem for the party, three of us paddled over, and on 
coming to the site of tlie tent saw tliat it hud assuredly 
been removed in haste. Some slight marks of blood were 
apparent; but the rain had so effaced them that it was 
difficult to determine whether they were really such, and 
the space immediately around was in such a puddle that it 
retained no marks of any sort. However, on extending 
the sphere of our search, we found at a little distance the 
iron portion of a pick, with blood on its point, and light 
hair the colour of the Swede’s, while farther on there was 
something resembling clotted brains, together with - many 
Indian footprints, amongst which was one of immense 
magnitude. 

It was now clear that a foul and bloody deed had been 
peipeti'ated, so we made an active and anxious search, 
tracing do>vn the footmarks to Uie river’s edge, where it 
was evident they had crossed; and a little below, to our 
great horror and dismay, we discovered the leg of a corpse 
sticking out of the water in a bunch of willows, which, on- 
being t^en out, proved to be thkt of young Colville, most 
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large knife wounds on the back, andtevo in the aMoteea. 
There was not any trace of the others, hut we conjectured 
tliat all must have been thrown into the river tdter die 
massacre, and that some eddy htui brought the one body 
to the shore. We, immediately assembled the people in 
the encampment, to hold a sort of general inquest into all 
the circumstances and appearances connected with tile de¬ 
plorable affair, at which but ono opinion prevailed as to 
who were the perpetrators of the slaughter. A rude coffin 
was next made, anti the remains were interred; and a con¬ 
sultation was then held as to what cora.se should be pursued 
with regard to the Indians, who,.from the footprints on the 
side where the body was found, and those on tho apposite 
shore, most assuredly came from the eastern side of the 
river; instigated, we concurred in thinking, by feelings of 
I'evengc for our late chastisement of them, and the shooting 
of those who attacked the party of exiiloration. 

It was unanimonsly agreeil that a party should be en¬ 
rolled forthwith to proceed to their village, and, by inflict¬ 
ing summary pnnislinient, teach tlieni a lesson that would 
deter them from again utteruptiiig a deed of such bloody 
treacheiy. h’ifty-two gave their names for muster and 
march next morning, but only twenty-seven eauio to roll- 
call, alleging as their e.vcuse the state of tJio day, which 
was certainly awful. As, however, tin' prompt retribution 
would enhance the effect of our Yengeaiice, we set dtft, 
nothing datinted either by the fierceness of the weather 
or the defalcation in our forces. We arranged our packs 
on as light a scale as we could safely or prudently venture 
with, taking only a .single blanket e.-ieli, aiH four days’ 
provisions, scant measure, in order tliat ora movements 
might be as little hampered as jiossLble with encumbrances. 

By great exertions we reached within about a mile of ■ 
tlieir village the night of the second day, which was pierc¬ 
ingly cold; but rather than forewarn them of our proximify, 
it was agreed to forego the comfort luul advantages of a 
fire, and we slipped, and also breakfasted ne.\t morning, 
on bread, water, and raw bacon. We thus managed a little 
after sunrise, to, get within view of the enemy's quarters, 
which, as I before partly described them, were on an elbow 
of land formed by a bend* of the creek, which was now so 
swollen and rapid os to * 100 X 6 them very poor chances of 

u 



'tla4' ytejbawit agtefebom iiwvHable. Their 
mim, W wtedMfited frotn the nmtfber ^hnts, must here 
heea <do«e mtm tvo htmdied: & rery large disproportion 
t» lom pBidl band. What rendered our position more 
Mrkma sres the £set ^t, if at my juncture in the affair 
Wt tAutdECnedi pansed, or exhibited the slightest symptom 
a(>imknes8 or repulse, our doom would be scaled; for, 
heauned in os ^y were, they would certainly rush in and 
oaerwhehn us; but we one and all agreed that om* mission 
aMM be accomplished, as far as in us 1^, even should oar 
amttddation be the consequence. 

' We were observed before we came within rifle range, and 
a wild whoop simultaneously emptied tlie wigwams of all 
their male inhabitants, who, with their bows in their hands, 
were h»irriedly slinging on their quivers. We couM hear 
a fauRuniag noise of earnest conversation, as if they were 
eonsidting with each other how to act; and they often 
imxiously pointed to the huts, as if in doubt what course to 
adopt with regard to their squaws and children, whose only 
nrede of escape would be across the creek, where the flood 
ajk the time would have tested the powers of the best 
awhnmer. In the centre of the horde was discernible a 
savage of overtopping stature, whom we set down as the 
one who had left the large footmarks at the scene of the 
murder. We continued to advance slowly but steadily, 
under a blinding sleet shower; and as we raised otur arms at 
the word “ Eeady I ” they dischtirged a lull flight of airows, 
which, however, either fell short or reached us so lan;piidly 
tiiat they were easily dodged, as indeed, most of them can 
1^, !f well watched, at a distance of sixty or seventy yards. 
Jnimediatelj^fter ^ discharge, the big Indian rushed to 
file front, changing the bow into the left hand, and bran- 
a tomdbawk in the other, as if to head a charge; but 
n<disehargo of nine rifles, with deadly effect, checked them 
m they were in the act of bounding to his call.* Wo still 
eAnthmed dosing and reloading, and were met with a 
fleotmd discharge of arrows; the big Indian and a large 
foUowing their flight, bent upon coming to close 

* Oar arrangmod was to fire by sections of nine, thus making throe 
ONhSwliide. 'itisra were twodeidile-shot guns assi^aed to eaoh seetioo, 
wad wdeit wadsr aaesssitoas constralnt'a second section was net to flro 
gatfltbaflntnlosdaa: thetbiidneverioadottranuannitionwasinado 
me cartittgas ite deapatoh. 
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diot from the other eightseen guas, ettmsed film 
staggered them, end tamed titeir admtiee. Osc6 
the flight became general and tomsStaons, all niahing ba<dc 
amongst the wigwmns, and many piun^g into the sfreani^ 
followed by women holihng lime children in their arms, 
who were soon swallowed in its carliag eddies. We fimd 
a few more shots into their bark tenements, and from 
howls that followed, 1 sliould say with fetal results; but 
deeming that our measm-e of retribution was amply; frUe4» 
we ceased firing, and retired in a cool deliberate taHnnes, 
offer having counted twenty-three bodies on the ground. 

It was only then it become generally knowit tl^t two of 
our men, William Freeman and Thonras Ooyto, bad iMffii 
wounded; the former in the arm through &e biceps., 
other in the thigh a little below dto groin. There waasti 
artery severed in Freeman’s case, and the bleeding was igD 
profuse ns to produce syncope, uotwithstandmg all ooir 
efforts to stanch it, even with the aid of a t;pami(|ask; 
leaving ns in an anxious state of suspense os to whethob 
we would be able to get him alive to the settlement, wheto 
surgicid Old, siielt us it was, could bo obtaitu'd. Indeed^ it; 
was a great oversight in the expedition to have set out 
wiUioiit a hui^eou, when there was eveiy icason to anticb 
pate the wimt of his services; tliero Indiig, too, so liberal a 
sjirinkling of tliat profcbsion in our l oinunuii^. 

Wc constmeted a sleigh of stout biimehestmd brush, on 
which we placed Freeman, and evei'y man gave up his 
blanket to make him as comfortable as possible. We made 
traces imd breast-steaps of vine tendrils, by nifeans of which 
six at a time attached themselves to the rude vehicle. It 
was a most fatiguing undertaking, and slow almost to total 
discouragement, while the sleet fell and the storm ra^^ 
without mercy. Never shall I forget the wretched nigl^ 
wo passed: without any fire, and all our covering arospd 
the poor sufferer; without the slightest shelter either, oe 
the heavy dripping from the trees drove us for choice, 
the open space, with uncooked food and sliort commons iM 
our fere. The pipe and cigar, which wore ignited wifh 
difliiculty, seemed to affoi’d on^ resource or comfettf. 
and, for tlie first time iif my life, I made an abortive 
tempt to smoke. The raw, penetrating sleet alt but stopped 
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the circal&tioii as we stood knee-deep in the mud, huddled 
aroimd the sleigh, endeavouring to concentrate a glow of 
animal heat around the wounded man. Long before the 
approach of day we became so woefully benumbed that our 
condition was no longer endurable; so we determined on 
getting into motion, taking our chance of the toil, in order, 
by exertion and exercise, to counteract the paralysing ef¬ 
fects of the cold. Three of the most active amongst us 
went forward to the camp for help and provisions, and sent 
ouK,a relief corps, who found us halted, eaily in the day, 
&om sheer inability to drag the sleigh any fardier, in con¬ 
sequence of our exhaustion, arising principally from want 
of food and clothing. We were enabled to light a fire this 
evening, the rmn and sleet having ceased; and were also 
cheered with warm coffee, or brandy for those who pre- 
fen’ed it, which revived poor Freeman, who was at a vejy 
low ebb; but he did not survive many days after he reached 
home, mortification havmg set in, and soon put an end to 
his sufferings. Coyle, too, who foolishly persisted in taking 
part in the sleigh-drawing, found liis wound inflamed vio¬ 
lently, and, a bad fever setting in at tlie time, he was 
carried off; so tliat, after all, our victory was rather dearly 
eamdd. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Change hack our Quarters amongst the Groml—Excitement caused hy the Be* 
graters—State of the Food Market—.Arrival of a Wliale-boat with Provisions*- 
JDocIino of Prices—Sickness cm the Increase—Its Cause and Chancter—-Doctors 
abundant—SimpUcitjr of tdieir laboratories—Obstinacy of AUmenU—Novel De* 
putation—Uanishraent of the Quacks—Simple and gratuitous Remedies are suc¬ 
cessful—December Weather—ChiistuuuM}]^ and its Reminiscences—Cfaiistmaa 
Fare—Division of l4dH>ur—Christmas Morning—Obsenwnce of the Itay in tha 
Middle Creek Diggings—Devotional Feelings—Our 1Htmcr*t^e—Get a Present 
of a fine Dog—Evening Assembly—Arrangomonts for tlio Future—Start again fbr 
Gold Creek—Ricliness of the Diggings there—Change of Weather—Indian Attadc 
—Provisions run low—Contlnned bad Weather— fnetian Tradition abmit the 
WeaUier—A Party start for llcad'^tuartora—Stopped by tliu unusual l&ight 
the Saoraincnto—Without h'ood or Night CovoringA-Torturing Reflections— 
Dreatlful Suirerings—l>ay4rrains of Home, Friends, and Happiness—Fangs of 
Despair—Revolting Proposition—My t*?arfUl Assent—Wonderfhi Instinct of the 
poor D<^—State of my Feelings—liis melancholy Fate—Flood Subsides—Wea* 
ther improves—Our Rdeosc—Return of the Remaiuder. 

The (lay after we gcA Freeman to his (|uart.cr8, we recrossed 
the river with onr camp e([uipiige to join tlie crowd, as wo 
felt we (!nnld not retire to repose witli luiy sense of security 
in open war witli the savage tribes, our iiuinher being so 
«mall and our position so isolated; while we derived no 
peculiar advantage from being camped on tb'o east side of 
the river, in a peipetual state of- apprehension, when, like 
the otlier miners, we could cross over to work, and return 
again every evening. , On om’ arrival at tlio main camp, or 
city, as some jocularly called it, -we found the inhabitants 
in a great state of excitement, -which threatened to termi¬ 
nate in a violent edmmotion, owing to tlie avaricious and 
unconscionable conduct of the few pai’ties who kept stores 
in those diggings, and who, taking mlvantage of the state 
of the roads and rivoi-s, which precluded tlie pos.sibility of 
fresh supplies coming foryraid for a lengtli of time as mey 
conceived, as if with one,accord (acting, as 1 believe, in con¬ 
cert), raised flour from fifty cents per pound to one dollar 
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fifty cents; pork, from forty cents to pne dollar twenty-five 
cents; beans, coffee, sugar, mackerel, and all other indis¬ 
pensable necessaries in the same proportion; together with 
boots,'which were in great demand, for which they charged 
two ounces for tlie commonest pegged manufacture. Had 
the advance been gradual, and kept pace with a diminishing 
stock, it would have been patiently borne with; but tho 
sudden and .unreasonable rise was so transparent a piece 
of extortion, that it created a feeling which it required all 
the remonstrances and dissuasions of the cooler heads to 
allay; while, curiously enough, about a fortnight afterwards, 
the same violent parties bore without a murmur a furtlier 
advance of just one hundred per cent, raising flour to the 
famine rate of two dollars fifty cents per pound: a state of 
prices that not only absorbed all the daily earnings, but 
trenched deeply on the resen'e-fund of the miners. How¬ 
ever, they were unexpectedly relieved from tliis niinous 
tariff by the anivfd of a whtde-boat laden witli provisions. 
She worked up to within a mile of tlie settlement, which 
was eighty miles higher up the stream than any craft had 
before penetrated. Prices now fell to one dollar for flour, 
all other articles participating in the decline, not so much 
from tho addition to the stock brought m the boat, as from 
the fear that other similar cargoes would be constantly 
coming forwai-d; and although none did actually aiTive, 
prices continued at the same reasonable level imtil a change 
of weather rendered the waggon-track practicable for light 
loads, when more than sufficient for six months’ consump¬ 
tion came to hand, reducing prices fully fifty per cent, 
lower, at which standard they remained while I continued 
in thfe diggings. , 

We found that sickness prevailed to an alarming extent, 
particularly land scurvy, owing to the constant use of salt 
and ^easy pro\usions without vegetables. In many in¬ 
stances it assumed a fearfully loathsome shape, swelling 
lie limbs to an enormous size, changing the skin to a deep 
ptfiple hue, contracting the muscles and main tendons of 
the legs and arms, so tliat tlioso members were rigid and 
useless; enlarging the gums immensely, and imparting to 
them a gangrenous appeai-ance, not only disgusting to look 
at, but higlily offensive in smell. ^Tliere were also rheu¬ 
matism simple and acute, sciatica, fever and ague, and 
several cases of pulmonary ailments, which generally 
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ended fatally: all owing, 1 suppose, to the severity of #ie 
season, and especially to sleeping in d«np clones on the 
cold wet ground. 

Bnt if sickness was rife, doctors were abundant: tliat fe, 
a class of men who eschewed digging, and rolled about, 
caiTying a pair pf saddle-bags; that on one side coutaiaiug 
a select assortment of cutlery adapted either for trade or 
surgical u-ses, the other stored with a “ beggai’ly array" of 
little boxes and glass phials, not stuffed with any peiplex- 
ing variety of drugs, tlieir contents being almost inA’ariabty 
confined to calomel, castor-oil, and blue mass, which were 
administered in every ailment, skilfully alternated,- and 
judiciously prescribed with regai-d to the hours of repeti¬ 
tion; as to which the “ physicians” were stem and empha¬ 
tic in their injunctions. 1 regret, however, to say, that 
neitlirf the professional skill of this erudite fi-atemity, nor 
the virtue of tlteir prescripliions, inspired their patients with 
either confidence or satisfiictioii; for it came to be remariced 
by comparison, that Nature was move successful than Art; 
and a series of scientific juisfortunes having occurred close 
on the heels of each odtor. an (leputation of the 

real democratic order was formed, and proceeded on a 
round of visits to those disciples of (lalen, to indulge their 
cm'iosity in inspecting their diplomas. Tiiese invaluable 
documents, they said, tliey could not think of exposing to 
the vicissitudes of travel, and had left them for security in 
the 8tate.s, whither the deputation politely directed them 
to return for them forthwith. In simple fact, tliis host of 
impostors and empirics were a lot of fellows too kay to 
work; and. from the high scale of medical remuneralioa, 
deeming it the easiest and most lucrative mode of employ¬ 
ing their time, they, with the vewatility characteristic of 
the American nation, where it is an every-day occurreaee 
to see the blacksmitli of yesterday transmuted on the mor¬ 
row into the professor of some polite school of science w 
literature, ailopted the medical profession, “making the 
food they fed on,” as they advanced in their practice, unt^, 
as in the Middle Creek diggings, tilings came to a crisis, 
and they were summarily expelled. On their disappear¬ 
ance, an old mountaineer stepped into the gap, whose 
simple remedies, administered without fee or rewaxd, 
brought about very beneficial and salutary reauUs: his 
doctrine bemg a regimen devoid as much as possible of 
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halt, gre&ie/ot iiagte, aiid mod’erflte in qaantity. He in¬ 
terdicted'tBte use qf teft and coffee, allowing in tHelr stead 
a decoctidh of sassafras and the leaves of the spruce, or (as 
it is there called) the hemlock-tree, winch made very pala¬ 
table substitutes, and proved flieir sanitary efficacy in scui-vy 
in every instance where tiiey were regularly used. 

It was on the 21st of December we recrossed the river, 
favoured with a fine day for our task. The weather in its 
change seemed as if it had taken a deliberate turn, not a 
rapid transition, as on former occasions: a genial mildness 
pervaded the shade as well as the sunshine, which was not 
of that glaiT character so little to be relied on, but of a 
mellow ruddy hue, producing comfort without inconveni¬ 
ence, and tempering tlie air with a salubrious'mildness, so 
that even tlie most enfeebled invalid could not complain 
that the winds of heaven “visited him too roughly.” The 
gross and herbage began to sprout and peer up from the 
soil under its vegetative influence; and by Christmas 
morning this state of the atmosphere appeared so com¬ 
pletely confirmed and established, that we all gave way to 
the hope that the nnusually early winter had passed away, 
to give place to an equally ewly spring. 

I was truly delighted to find that the miners, without an 
exception, had come to the i-esolution of observing the 
great Christian festival which was now close at hand, if 
not with a devotional reverence, at least by an abstinence 
from all labour on that day, which, from earliest childhood 
at home, we oi’e taught to look forward to with a rapturous 
eagerness, and hail with a pious pleasure—a pure, tranquil 
delight; that day so fraught wifh family hospitality, wheir 
benignity and brotherly love, so truly emblematic of it, 
pervade every breast; wen feuds, jealousies, and misun¬ 
derstandings fade and vanish before the sublimating spirit 
of kindliness and sanctification; tliat holy occasion, com¬ 
memorative of the divine mission to eai-th, imdertaken to 
establish unity of worship, and promote, by glorious ex¬ 
ample, “ peace and good-will amongst men.” 

Our joint mess, in accordance with the custom in tlie 
Old Country, had agreed upon tlie additional festive rule, 
so generally in -vogue there, of amending and enlarging 
our bill of fare to the fuU limits that our ciroiunsoribed 
markets would admit of. 'With thi^view,we secured a loiu 
of grizzly beai* meat, some six scattered bottles of wine, 
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nd two pounds of raisins, wbidti, togotiKir with 
3nts of onr own larder and c^or, fitrakhed us suejh a 
inner as dwellers in the mountains are rarely enabled to 
njoy. Each member of the mess undertook that portion 
f the pieparatious he was best prepared to deal with; one 
gieeiug to bake, another to roast the venison, anotlier to 
oil the bacon; one gentleman taking in charge tlie manm 
ictm e of short-bread and sweet-bread, a second choosing for 
is department the pies, made from preserved apples; but 

kptain S-^i’’8 was the e/ief-d’ceuvre of the feast, being 

plum-pudding made in ship-fashion, not to be excelled in 
omposition, and which he launched into a liquid so truly 
xquisite and congenial as to leave oue'iin doubt whether 
0 prefer tlio pudding or the sauce. The part assigned me 
ias to rig out a table, and get the Shetlicdd ware iti order, 

. managed my task adrnimbly hy means of the front and 
snd boards of the waggon, making logs of willow sticks, 
hat creaked and bent, not being far enough advanced in 
-(!ars to *• groan” muler the sui»erincumbent profusion. A 
mrified waggon-sheet served tin* pnipos<is of a table-cloth; 
iiid, if the cutlerj' did not all inateli, it was inutcpless in 
ts p(!cnliar voi'ioty, a suilieieiicy being secm'ed by supply 
ng the caiwers with bowie-knives and short sworas, in lieu 
)f the more legitimate instrument.' 

Christmas morning was ushered in by a glorious sun, 
ileai- fuid lovely as a dawn in May, undisturbed by seivile 
sounds or noises. A calm air (jf delicious repose and hea 
renly tranquillity pervaded hill, dell, and dwelling, cveiy one 
lecming to merge his mission in the memory of tlie rege¬ 
nerating era; the miners donned their holiday CQStnme, in 
ierchanging visits before unusual, and dive.sting tJiemselves 
of tliat turbulent demeanour in which itjsjeemed their study 
to excel; every tent was prepared with some little hospita¬ 
ble welcome, manul’acturcd specially, and every esU'aiige- 
iuept was foi*gottcn and forgiven. In fact, everything was 
in pleasing keepingwitli the occasion; and the soutlied soul, 
soaring above all worldly cares and vanities, bathed hi an 
exquisite devotional feeling, revelled in those pious im¬ 
pulses which, how deeply soever buried, have a place in the 
bosom of every Christian. 1 knew some on tliat day, who 
led lives of indifference and impiety, and had long been 
strangei-s to the duties of tbeji* creed, to sigh and pine for 
religious consolations which they dei^sed mid neglected 
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-when quite withiu tlieir reach, aud retire into seclasion, to 
eommuae with Iheir Creator in a spirit of devout sincerity 
be&re those sublime and eternal altars, the mighty moon* 
tains, which in themselves inculcated silent homilies of 
reverence and awe, and as impressive sermons on tlie om¬ 
nipotence of God as ever issued from the carved and cush¬ 
ioned pulpit. Oh! if all Christians who repine at their 
destinies, cavil at the dispensations of Providence, and 
trample on tlie divine injimctions of the Decalogue, were 
more frequently to coutiiist the life of self-denial, tlie per¬ 
petual mortihcations, tlie crael tortures, the bitter passion 
and death of the Divine Being who assumed huuiai 
that day to vaiuj^isb deatii, and open up a patlit< 
for rejientant simers, with tlieir own trivial and huag. 
grievances, how many more penitent’-il m.iumors '"•ould 
there not be, seeking .to hide and forget tliem m, re¬ 
morse and contrition iniploriug tlieir Creator for tliat 
“peace of mind which pas edi all understanding!” 

Oui' dinner-table was quite a specti .e in i ts way in the <^1 g- 
gings, with its studied carving aw-aiigements, its bear-meat, 
venison, and bacon, its apple-pies pleasingly distributed, 
its Gotluc columns of plain and fancv breads, interspersed 
at becoming intervals, and its “Cardigans” flanking the 
whole gttstroriomical an-ay; the plum-pudding aloii being 
reserved for a second course, from motives of expedition and 
economy, as waiters were only to be had by express order 
from the cities. We had two guests, natives of the “ OuM 
Country,” settlers in Oregon, wiio were about to return 
home, as gold mines, it was said had been discovered on 
Hogue’s lUver, which runs through their own territory. 
One of them brought me, as a present, a noble dog, suim 
as 1 had often desired to possess, as the vigilance of a good 
watch-dog about a tent at night supersedes the trying ne¬ 
cessity of keeping guard. 1 had at first some difficulty in 
retainuig him; but by coaxing and kindness I conciliated 
him at length, and converted Mm into ajmost faithM and 
aifeetionato companion. 

After a most cheerful and agreeable meal, we went and 
joined a full congregation of all the neighbours, smoking; 
not with perspiration, but witli their pipes; seated on the 
felled firewood logs, enjoying the glorious afiernomi, and 
chatting over times past, present, mid to eome. Before w* 
separate it was orrangpcd that one large pasty should go to 
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Gold Greek, the stream of the battle-field, and another to 
Trinity Biver, abo*t forty miles to the northward, dis¬ 
charging into the Ricific Ocean, from which qniuter some 
golden news had lately found it way. Both of these par¬ 
ties, having completed their prtiparafions by the evening 
of St. Stephen's (Ihe next) day, took tlieir departure on the 
morning of the 27th. I was of the Gold Greek dhision, 
•md being by this lime so intimate with the trail, we made 
V tpii(dv march of it. tnoiigh ciinying packs to tile full ex- 
tPi’ .;)f «nr physical ability; but we were doomed to have 
onr iiiiticipative enlcnlations couceniing the season disagree- 
aidy coi'foundco bv tbe oreinoiiiror}’symptoms of an ap- 
pn)ac'''iig cliangc, ” bieb n'ned. without wiich threatening, 
’ll !' •.ii f'uleu ,uid a.iury mood. We erctrted rather com- 
iii\,,,vi)li! juarters, having taken tents jilong with u.s, and 
went to wori th(’ moning after our ari-ival. under heavy, 
.slfot and ram, being desii- «us to get Avhat we could from tlie 
creek fwbich bad t'dlen low in tlie good weather) before it 
!■ i"e iigaiii. T,ie-.. was .-nflicdent time to obtain full con- 
•m.Kioii of our v-, e.\i.vav:iga»i.. ' xpertations a.s to its 
"o‘i but ,.bo go',.', was ui '.I. SMvely line partieles, as 
VO t (Uiu iiot tliei iHaiel'’i.„. to *vbere we, expected to find 
it of greater siy.e. Ifowcvei under all the disadvantages 
of wx’atlier, water, and short day.s, we took out a quantity 
that averaged three ounctis to the man per day; hut the 
creek soon rose, so o'-gli that w-e Wf're, to u.se a sailor’s 
phrase, obliged to “i-est on oi,r oars. 

Up to this period wi' ivero mnnolestcu i>y the Indians, 
owing, as we all ascribed it, to the presence of my fine 
dog; but our mutnal grafnlaiiou.^ on tliat seove ended h 
few nights afterwards, on otir all being tiroused from our 
lairs by his violent barking; tmd tlie njornent we lit our 
lamps "to get the arms, wliich, from flesuetude and damp, 
were not much to be relied on, a shower of arrows came 
through the canvass, wounding nine individuals slightly, 
and five more rather seriously. However, we got rid of 
our assailants without much trouble; for, after a random 
discharge from the few guns that could be got to exjilode, 
we heard or felt no more of Uie savages for tliat night. 
Although unable to work, we hung on in expeetariou 
outwaiting tlie bad weather, uqtil our provisions began to 
grow scanty, and the incessant raan submerged all the tow 
lands, driving us up to rising ground at a distance from the 
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creek. At lengA, as there was no indication of improve¬ 
ment in the weather, and the new moan, according to the 
Indi^ tradition, vvas unpropitiously seated,* three of us 
set out for head-quarters, to procure animals, if possible, 
to carry home four of the wounded men, who were yet in 
a,crippled state, as, from experience of'the job in poor 
Freeman’s case, we knew the impossibility of doing so of 
ourselves, from the slushy state of the ground, and fee 
swollen state of the brooks and streams, which also made 
it a very doubtful experiment with fee animals; for, even 
travelling without any packs, wife only fee materials for 
one meal, and our rifles, it gave us quite enough to do to 
pull through. 

By a very eaily start we calculated on reaching the river 
in one day, imd did accomplish it a few hours after sunset, 
(iccbmpanied all fee way by a deluge of min. Wc brought 
the men on the opposite bank to hail by discharging our 
rifles, but they declined attempting the ferry until morning; 
so we had no shift but sit down supperless in fee teeming 
torrents. When morning came, we found feat the river 
had risen far beyond any of its foimor limits, and was still 
rising and roaring with terrific imirort, the clouds sending 
down, their liquid contents in actual streams. This gave 
ii.se to a feeling of nervousness at fee idea of crossing in a 
cmnk little canoe; but ineir supperless overnight, shaking 
in soaked clothes, and with extra stowage for bi'eakfast, 
were satisfied to risk a little in getting to comfortable quar¬ 
ters. However, we were soon relieved from all anxiety 
about our personal safety by fee information feat no one 
on the other side would undertake the liazard of ferrying 
us over. 

Placed in this dilemma, feere was no resource by which 
we could procure food but by killing a deer; so out we all 
sallied, imd after a good deal of tiresome beating, succeeded 
in wounding a large buck, but not so as to deprive hiip of 
the power of locomotion. The consequmice was, he led us 
a chase, in which we easily tracked him by his blood, until 

* The Indiaug, when the now moon, to'scallop-shape, is placed level 
on its bottom, as a canoe should sit on the water, look for diw weather 
during Its continuance, for in such a position a canoe would hold what 
water it might contain; but when cocked up they anticipate rain, a 
down-pour to proportion as the slant Is considerable; a pnmitive tra¬ 
dition, which, tboajrb it may suit certain latitudes, is not to be relied 
on as a gencsral index of meteorological accuracy. i 
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from hiibger and &tigue we were (S(>inpell«d to desmt, aini 
struggle back to the river bank—-a mudfa longer stretch 
than we hail any notion of-t-where, fin: from any eonifort 
or relief awaiting ns, we were met by the surfy thunders of 
a swelling torrent, fed by tire incessant deluge from above. 
Hunger, now overmastering all oUier sensations, gnawed 
vrith torturing importunity, until it produced an actual dis¬ 
inclination for sustenance, by the morbid nngmsh it caused 
in the realms of appetite, when lassitude supervened in 
shivering sleep, our slumber not so profound as to render 
us insensible of the pelting stomi that pattered unpifyingly 
over our unsheltered beds. Still, it was after sunrise when 
we awoke from this miserable ivpese, so complefrly wen) 
all the physical energies numbed and prostrated; and 
although the rain had become ])erceptiblv lighter, the 
river was as certainly higher: rushing, roaring, luid boilmg 
up with a maddened fury that shut out all hopes of our 
crossing that day. 

Famine and starvation now began to conjure up dreadful 
ideas of a wretched death, us from weakness we were inoo- 
pable of going in (juest of game; and even supposing wo 
could retrace our steps to the cajup we hail left, we knew 
that the slender stock of provisions which remained at our 
departure would have been entirely consumed, and that the 
probability was that the party tliere were almost as ill off 
for food as ourselves. Thi.s conjecture was eoiifiriued in 
the course of the day by the arrival from tlience of two 
more of our comrades, to urge the despatch of the su 2 )plies, 
as tlieir store had become entirely exhausted. Our gaunt 
and altered appeamiice amazed and alarmed them; imd as 
they had not yet become enervated by long fasting, tliey 
left us next morning, to try the chances of tlio forest, first 
gathering some herbs and ci-esses, to endeavour to allay 
the pangs vrith which we were afflicted. The min ceased 
soop after daybreak, and wo spent the day in a state be¬ 
twixt sleep and stupor, in an agony of suspense as to the 
success of tlie hunters; but in the early afternoon, when we 
saw them coming down tlie hill-side without any game, we 
abandoned all hope, ns the passage of the river could not, 
in the nature of things, be pmcticable ere exhausted nature 
should have sunk into the repose of death. 

I lay down on a gentle sl,oj)e, from which 1 never ex-? 
peoted to rise, and bmalhed, as I imagined, my last piaym 
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ialwval* oaityi&g hexk my Ibou^^^ -to my native land. 
Bozae, Mwdsy Mui euly associationst at times dre^ily 
vstiv* ^emsdves into gzou{>s and pictures of happiness and 
enjoyment, m which, for a moment, 1 would fancy myself 
partieipatingi a ^eam of delight flitting through my dis- 
tem^red imagmatioQ«'too soon, alas! to be dispelled by 
th« gloomy, zeatify, the melancholy transition deepening 
my emotioQa misery into a keen thrill of utter despair 
toat would have been maddening, had they not been sweetly 
soothed by the consoling hopes of Divine mercy and a glo* 
rious eternhy. I prayed that sleep might come and relieve 
me from the anguish of my physical pains and sufferings; 
bat that fltiol slumber, which was imable to subdue con¬ 
sciousness, alone visited me. 

While lying in this state on the morning of the fourth 
day, with my faithful dog at my feet, I overhead the men 
who last joined us discussing the necessity of killing him, 
as that, with proper economy, his flesh would sustain us 
until the river so iar subsided as to render a passage prac* 
tioable. It added to my wretchedness, while revolving the 
obedient in my mind, that 1 was constrained to coincide 
in its policy; but as my comrades aroused me to commu¬ 
nicate the suggestion and receive my consent, 1 gaaed upon 
my dumb frie^ with a tearful eye and sickened heart; the 
more so as I fancied he looked wistfully in my fac^tanding 
in an'attitude of dejection unusual to him, with dropping 
tiul and hanging, ears. I was unable to assent in words, 
hut gave tliem silently to imderstand tlrat I would inter¬ 
pose no obstacle; and no sooner had 1 done so than poor 
“Sligo” (so I called him), instead of coiling himself beside 
me as was his wont, elu^ away to some distance, sitting 
la.a moumM attitude, and watching our movements with 
a-gtave steadiness that perfectly unmanned me; impressing 
me with the steadfast conviction that his intuitive sagacity 
' foBfewamed him of our cruel intentions. 

It^y|as clearly perceptible to all that his attachment and 
cmirfl4^nce were changed into fear and distrust, for no call- 
iag.oircoaxmg would induce him to come nearer us; while, 
jyf any approached him, he recoded slowly. S-—who 
Wa the steadiest shot and had the best rifle, t^ed 
tpde tbe deedi-and as he*c(»nmenced loading, the poor 
laniito bcitmyed increased un^iness, moving and shifting 



restle«^ M if .about 'ran;«£& 
stUl Oit a little mound, as if ^ had oe^ 4o .flted^uxate 
tion of yielding himself up as a vtcftiia i^^ wdyation of 
h» Blaster. Thu warm tears -triekled firaely down .my 
chedis, and I Mt a disposition ti>^ go and eftnbrace him 
when lodting at him for the la^ tm^ @-«r<^«aisad 
the rifle to bis shoulder, the poor at tiie:'a(Unci 

moment fahdy confronted his execution^', tliroadug hs^ 
his ears with a low piteous whine, and awaiting hhi domn 
like a hero. ■ 

Our first meal on poor Sligo was on his raw flesh, hefe®a 
the animal heat lia<l cooled out. All evinced resoluticm 
enough to eat but sparingly, supported, as 1. believe, by a 
natural repugnance to the diet; but next morning, when 
we succeeded in lighting a fire, we got on letter with our 
fare in a broiled shape. Wo wove, furtliomiore, cheered by 
seeing from our marks that the flood was subsiding, and 
continued shrinking and calming down all day so rapidly, 
that we looked forward to get over in the morning. There 
was suificient food till Uicn, as the dog was large and fleshy ; 
bat w'o spent a night of nervous inquietude, lest the flcMe 
elements should interpose betwixt us and rescue. How¬ 
ever, a bright dawn opened upon us, disclosing to our de¬ 
lighted vision the river so fallen as to divest the trip across 
of many of its toirors; and while we stood upon its brink, 
joyously^nd thankfully comparing our present with our 
late position, a crowd from the settlement CHrae up along 
the opposite bank, cheering lustily to apprise us thatrdief 
was approaching; nor was it long tiU a gallant youths 
named Andersou, was cleaving the stream in the eapoe 
built by our mess; tim smallest but mojrt manageable of tile 
fleet. He was quickly carried downses^ral hundred yards; 
but as he reached the mid stream, a curling eddy swept 
the slight biurk round with a velocity that appallfjd those 
on each bonk, shooting her from its voi^x into a cmreBt 
that carried her without an effort close in on our side, where 
wo followed down to secure her wimn shetouehed. Having 
done 80 , a cordial cheer filled the <nr, and shortiy aftertwo' 
of the larger canoes, with two p^dles each, emerged few 
the opposite shore, taking tlieir departure mueh 
than tihe point from which Anderson ^arted> fihereby a;^*^ 
ing the current that hurried him down, .and suceeedKM?-^ 
making a tolerably dire^ loddh^. ^ hauled the 
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craft up the bank; and the three skiffs, starting from 
the same place, landed us safely, though with a large quan¬ 
tity of water taken in dming the passage. 

A fresh party reerossed before evening, carrying a supply 
of provisions to the other sufferers, and a promise that, if 
possible, animals should be sent over the following day, 
to bring home the woimded. This was punctually accom¬ 
plished, and both men and baggage were safely landed. 
The wounds, with one exception, proved trivial, and even 
that required only rest and attention to ensure a perfect 
cure. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Snow on the Trinity Mountrins-~The Party that went tliere retnm—Their Suffer- 
ir^s—Their wretched Appearance—Confirmation of the Goldra Character of the 
Trini^—'Daily Aroragea—Superior Character of tlie Trinity Indiana—Succcufol 
•Experimenta under adverse Cin:um8tanc(»i—Trinity Diggers—Their extravagant 
Expectations—Coast Indians and tiieir Squaws—They make Signs that Gold 
abounds towards the Coast—Bad Weatiier and short Provisions restrain the Men 
from going tliltber—Price of Provirions at Trinity-Effect of the News at Uie 
Middle Creek Settlement—Our Mess and two others dctermii^ ending to the 
City of Sacramento—Motives .for the Trip—My Feelings on>the Subject—State of 
Society at the SetUement—Effects of the Season on it—Scenes of Grossness and 
Debauchery—Idleness tho Parent of Mischief—I yvam for radonal Coznpanion- 
' ship—My Accomplishments do not suit the Prevalent To^ite—Consequent Irk- 
' someness of my Position—The Taste for Bk^phemy— Card-playing at the Mines 
—Skill of tho Players—Consequences of the detestable Piwctioe—lilurirativo 
Anecdote—Hard Drinking Inet^ucs—Digging Practices amongst the Minwa— 
Chaiacteristic Mode of observing the Sabbath. 


It was quite cleai’, from tlio appearances of dio Trinily 
Mountains, that the storm which had fallen on us ih a 
liquid shape came down there in snow and hail, which left 
little doubt that the party who went north must have also 
had their quota of suffering. Nor were we astray in our 
surmises; for in seven days after our escape they came 
staggering into camp, in a state of exhaustion and ema¬ 
ciation that rendered their <recognition dubious at a first 
glance, and even their survival a matter of uncertainty. 
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Hunger had seized on them with its penetrating fangs; 
intense cold and exposure had frequently almost arrestctd 
tlie current of life, and tlie compulsory toil of daily attempts 
at progress had worn down their strength to a mere thread. 
They set out with seven animals, hut returned witliout one, 
six having given up and died for want of sustenance; the 
seventh, a sort of pet, that would take a crust from the 
hand, and lie beside the camp-lire like a dog. hod saved 
tlieir lives; and the story of sacrifice formed a curious 
coincidence with the sorrowful fate of poor “ Sligo.” Our 
greatest care only prodin’cd slight advances towards re¬ 
covery, for the appetites of tlm poor fellows ajipeared to be 
wciikcmed beyond the roach of stimulants, anil their legs 
were prodigiously swollen, eonlnictiid, and lacerated, from 
constantly breakiufj^through the ice-crust over which they 
hod travelled. 

But they brought back gi'eat tidings of the richness of 
th(j Trinity diggings, particularly of a new location, some 
thirty miles down the river, where the few who won; en¬ 
camped admitted that, liefori! tlie had weather set in, it 
was no nnfroqnent achioveraent to take ont from one to 
tliree pounds of gold each daily; hut access whh draught 
animals was the next thing to iinpracticahlo. Tlie Indians 
there are of another tribe and nature from those along the 
Saciumcnto: majestic in person, chivalrous in bearing, 
incapaWe of treaebeiy. bnt ready to figbl to (be death in 
avenging an insult or injmy. They are aefive and energetie 
in the extreme, lunitiiig down for (heii food tlie game 
with which the country abounds, and which also supplies 
them with raiment; and endowed with ugerni of enterprise 
or ambition, which instigates them to work, in order to 
become possessed of a Hannel sliirt or a blanket. 

Our men did not receive as gospel truths the appaivintly 
marvellous tales about the (.‘xtraordinary mineral wealth of 
those regions, which, according to the received accounts, 
would place diem so far aheail of all the discovered mine.s, 
but commenced testing them by personal experiment, in so 
far as the state of the weather and the waters would admit. 
As it was impossible to tiy (he bars that had already been 
operated on. tile banks of the river, where die diggings 
were usually carried on, being totally submerged, there was 
no field but the moi’e elevated grounds, where the old 
Trinity hands scorned to expend their time and labour— 
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spoiled of fortune as they were—^rather contented 

to allow themselres a vacation until the rich golden depdts 
again became accessible, than toil for what in other diggings 
would be esteemed as a right reasonable remuneration. 
Our party, working and washing the despised soil, under 
many disadvantages, averaged daily about fifteen dollars 
eacli, taking out from twelve to twenty dollars daily to the 
hand, which, it must be admitted, was “confirmation strong” 
of the wonderful fertility (if 1 may use tlio phrase) of the 
region, judging by analogy of tlie greater productiveness of 
the more favoured locations. 

The day before our imi'ty set out on tlieir return, they 
received further and more temptbg proof of the pre¬ 
eminence of Trinity treasures, by die arrival of a band of 
noble-looking Indians from die direction of the coast, their 
liret visit among the whites, uecompiinied by a few stpiaws, 
who, strange to say, in this latitude are ugly, ill-favoured, 
stunted in stature, dumpy in figure, and awkward in gait; 
the men, on the otlier hand, as I have already described 
diem, being singubu-ly endowed widi all the opposite per¬ 
sonal advantages. Tlfey had not anything to trade; and, 
from their watchful attention to all the movements, it was 
evident their object was to ascertain the motives diat led 
to an invasion of their hunting-grounds. However, as 
soon as they found out what the pale-faces wanted, by 
observing die result of their operations, they broke out into 
a simultaneous laugh, shaking their heads derisively, at the 
same time pointing down the river, and milking signs that 
the gold was more plentiful and more easily proci^d there, 
exhibiting a few golden-bai'bed arrows in proof of their 
statement. Our folk were half inclined to venture down; 
but the weather nas so dreadful, and their stock of provi¬ 
sions at such a very low ebb, that they chose rather to 
endeavour to reach home with die welcome tidings. 

The price of flom’ at the small setdenient, when they 
left, was five dollars per pound; pork, four dollars; bemis, 
three dollars; coffee was cheap, being abundant, and sugar 
nominal, as ninedendis of dm miners dispensed with its' 
use; but spirits of any kind had attained the monstrous 
figure of sixteen dollars per pint. Oh for a few puncheons 
of Campbelton or Islay vdiiskey there! and a fig or a snap 
of the fingers for the diggings! 

The news, as might be expected, at once decided the 
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inhabitants of the migrtttory city of Middle Creek on tak¬ 
ing wing to tlie El Dorado ns soon ns the state of the 
weather and country would admit of a passage; but as 
that would necessfttily be some weeks bi coining round, 
our mess and two othere conceived they would be employ¬ 
ing the intervening time profitably and pleasantly' in going 
down to Sacramento City, as the late arrival of some 
lightly-laden waggons proved the attempt to be practi¬ 
cable. They were naturally nuxions to get some news 
from home; and they laid out tlieir accounts, together 
with enjoying tlie comparative luxuries of city fare, and 
taking a fling through Saeramiaito gaieties and uinuse- 
ments, to supply themselves tor the. ensuing camjiaigu 
with many trivial but useful necessaries, that traders above 
never thought of providing, bth tbe abseutre. of which past 
eifpcrienco had convinced them siibtraetcd materially from 
their comfort and general health. 

It was my iuteution, had not the ex])edition be,en orga¬ 
nised, to have started alone on a paek-inulc; for Iliad fully 
accomiilished the object of niy niissicjn to tiu: mines, and 
began to feel heartily sick of the sficie.ty at the settlement. 
Ill the early season, when tin' slate of the weather never 
interrupted the employment, ami the peojde wore regularly 
occupied at work tliroughont the day, n'tiriug to rest at 
rational hours to repose from fatigue, matters went on or¬ 
derly'. and the time, though dull and monr.tonous, passed 
smoothly enough, without resorting to any of those expe¬ 
dients for consuming the tedious hours of idleness which 
society, in all it« grades, has ordained with ingenious if not 
laudable adaptability. Unt since the rainy season set in, 
and the community were eontined to quarters, the system 
of dividing the day was no longer practicable; and the 
yawning minor, in the gi-eat majority of cas<>s, devoid of 
any mental resources, turned to the indulgence of degrading 
appetites and propensities ns a cure for eunui; stimulating 
the dulness of unenlightened rumination with intoxicating 
drink, and ministering to the cravings of the passion for 
acquisition and excitement by gaining in its most odious 
fonii. This gave rise to unremitting scenes of disgusting 
debaiicherv', that jiartook in dieir grossness of the r«<^less 
character of the class who flocked to snatch up fortunes 
where there were no cui'bs <jr* rf slraints to cheek the patu- 
wl bent of their dispositions. Thesseed, once sown in so 
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congenial a soil, shot up with luxuriant rapidity, the pro¬ 
longed period of idleness affording ample time for Mly 
maturing its odious and contaminating fruit. 

Matters thus daily deepened in repulsiveness, until even 
my own mess became imbued with the vicious contagion, 
Avhen I fairly lost all heart, and yearned piningly for the 
pleasures of rational companionship, and an interchange “of 
the educational acquirements and accomplishments which, 
after all, constitute the great charm of intercourse in life. 
I could not suit my narratives and small-talk to the preva¬ 
lent tone or taste, nor yet “ lend my ears” as a good lis¬ 
tener to the current conversation, or take part in the 
favourite games in vogue amongst them. My position, 
consequently, became uncomfortably irksome; for without 
arrogating to myself any unasual degree of morality, I may 
be permitted to say, T stood out in a prominent contrast 
there which did not contribute to the personal pleasantness 
of my situation, however self-consoling it might have been 
tckmy mind and conscience. And al&ough I do not pre¬ 
tend to say I have myself been above reproof at any period 
of my mortal pilgrimage, I had not sunk to so low a depth 
as to relish society when it discoursed in a series of oaths 
“and imprecations of the most impious character; in which 
the rarest flowers, the choicest gems, of ribaldry and blas¬ 
phemy, were scattered about with a spendthrift profusion 
that would puzzle the “recording angel” to keep pace with; 
where no man’s stoiy was worth listening to that was not 
linked with infernal curses; where nothing could occur, 
either of a pleasing or disagi’eeable nature, that would not 
elicit an ebullition of diabolical swearing; where the man 
was “ cock-of-the-walk” who could devote himself most 
fluently to damnation, calling down the direst imprecations 
on his own head, or concoct and narrate the most abomi¬ 
nable story with die most obscene effect, originating sin in¬ 
famous rivalry for this disgusting pre-eminence, in which 
even men advanced in years, whose very presence should 
have restrained such odious displays, contested the palm 
of depravity witli on ardour and accomplishment that were 
positively appalling. 

Neither was I free from a penclwni, for die recreation 
arising out of games of sldll or science; but it did not 
follow from this that 1 should become fascinated with the 
seductive attractions of card-playing, conducted in accord- 



DIOGIKGS OF CAUFOBNIA. ]33 

ance with all the most modem and inscnitable devices of 
blacklegging and cozening. The miners never thought of 
sitting down to dawdle over an honest game to pass the 
evening; tliey would not give a ehecse-piu’ing for tlie dull, 
stupid luouotouy of fuu’iday: tiie evcitemeul of cheating 
in card-stealing, card-dropping, packing tJio deal, or de¬ 
frauding the pool, constituted, according to their standard, 
the main interest of the ainuseniont. Merit never vvas 
awarded to mere, skill in play; l)ut when a fellow won by 
a grc^s fraud, a shout of api)robatiou complimented his 
knavery. As a necessary eonsotiuence, serious rows and 
bloody encounters sprang out of those debasing scones. 
On one occasion, at tlio national game* of “ i)oker,” I ob- 
seiTed a player slily dropjjing kings into his lap, as oppor¬ 
tunity plfcred, until he usseinbleil idl tlie male portion 
of the royal family in a cluster: and then, witJi the fnlh 
confidence of an all Init invincible hand, lie substituted 
ounces for dollars, bragging liall-a-dezcji to begin with. 
An o})posito eoui])Ctitor covered the amount, and advanced 
an e.vtra half-do/.eii. i>n wliicii the. otlier further improved, 
doubling the sum (both at this junctore placing large, buck- 
.-kin pur.scs of dust on the talilo); Imt met liy a similar 
advance, he begmt to “ smell a rat,’' and “ called biin,” 
when, to bks utter inortilieation and diseoinliuire, four aces 
were displayed to his a.stotiisli(;d gaze. Wliih.' his oppo¬ 
nent was.eiijoying the it])p1ause of his -uja.'rior sleight-o’- 
haud, the patron of royalty snatched his gold from the 
bench, e.'adaiuiing, in virtuous indigiiniion, “Choating!” 
“ \'illiniy !* Ac.; wlticlt originated a right royal row of the 
regular “rough and tiindde” sort; knives, biting, “scroodg- 
iug,” and “ gouging all in,” which (sventuated iu wounds 
and gashes, tJie more miraculous that they were not mortal. 

While, to wind tip, 1 honesty plead guilty to a respect 
and pai'tiality for a well-edited tumbler of “whiskey negu.s’’ 
at the proper season of tlie day, the spell was bivjkeu when 
I saw it swallowed at tdl hours; tuid, instead of coiitributmg 
its coruscaiit influences to convivial intercourse, btdcfiUly 
mmistering to the fiercest tind most turbulent passions. 

The diggings also furnished ti field for a kimlred spetties 
of adroitness. When miners found their “lend giving 
out,” they devised some feasible pretext for selling out, 
oxtolling their “ claim" to the skies, and religiously sweai’- 
ing to the Johnny Haws, wHo are to be found eveiywhei’e, 
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that it yielded a most mai'vellous average; tmd as the ex¬ 
pectant purchaser approached to inspect the loc^on, the 
man rocking would imobservedly empty hie purse upon 
the screen, so that when the washer came to be inspected, 
the quantity it appeared honestly to contain quickly 
brought about a bargain at the outside terms demanded; 
leaving the dupe to be laughed at, and the “ downy cove” 
to be patted on the back, as a paragon worthy to be held 
up for imitation. What thMed my fancy exceedingly was 
to see the class of Christians I have been describing ab¬ 
staining from work of a Sunday, which they invariably 
did, avowing their scraples of conscience about labouring 
on tlie Sabbath, while ciuivassing for a party to sit down 
to cheat, swear, and drink over a game of “poker,” or 
listen to the filthy homilies of some hoary deb«mchee, who 
•gloried the more in his audacious impiety because it was 
fire Lonl’s-day. The only exception to those scenes on a 
day of rest was the one I have already recorded; the Na¬ 
tivity of our Saviour: which I can only account for by 
the supposition, that tlieir time was employed in the feast¬ 
ing prepaiutions I Iravc described in a previous chapter. 

I have now done with tire mines aird murers, having 
visited all the diggings of note or celebrity on tire- Sacra¬ 
mento or its various tributaries, and having carried away 
specimens of minerals and mamicrs from most of them; 
but, as 1 have more tlian once before repeated, I only re¬ 
gard the operations I witnessed as the mere picking up of 
the crumbs from the rich man’s table, the ri^ jjemains of 
the costly and substantial repast being only approachable 
by the union of science and capital. 1 shal not weaiy the 
reader any further with my oAvn crude speculations on the 
origin, distribution, and extent of those precious deposits, 
but beg to refer him to the report of the Honourable 
Thomas Butler King on the subject, which was read be¬ 
fore and {q>proved of by the United States Congress, as 
1 have no doubt it will prove both interesting and sahs- 
factoiy. 
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CHAFIER XIIi: 

]hnpi>Are for a Start—The Plctttresqne—Fair Roails and Fordafek Ctftkg^StOjp at 
rirar Crot'k—The Contract betwixt Auttiinn and 8prin.(;f'«»The €roa»ing of the 
C'red(»Fro\i(bmtial Iitterfbreaco of some Fackroan—I^mcUcca of CiUifbi'nian 
TraToUers—Tbe Mode of Rearing VonngaterH in Miat(Ouri~Cottuii'W<iod Ortadc 
aiKl Plains in tfa^r new Oarbo-OUtreseiiig Aeddent—KecuViV some of the Pro* 
peity—Poor EitTe'sGold is wanting ~HiMatrecUng Story->rils youthful Enterprise 
—Ills succosslHil Industry—His Calamity, Rosignation« and Sidrit—^’cgetntion 
improves as we go Sonthward--~Mr. IliidKpctitV Riincho>->It8 fiivourt^ Position— 
His English HonsokeciH»r—Her 8olary ~Ht*r Per<iulsltcs—Cocnparecl with (>W 
Country Wages'—No Field or Gariten Cultivation—Keuiarks on the Subjoot—The 
Pretensions of Callforula to be classed as an Agrioidtural (’oiintiy—Opinions of 
I'rftctical Meta—Early Kmigrants deoeivcU hy Misblatemvnts—Advantages of Mr» 
Uudspctli’s Locution—Description of ttie Road DownwardS'—Our Supply of Milk 
—Magnificent Prairie—Covered witli (larac—Tlio great sizu Elk attain—Expert 
Nigger Butcher—Comparihon iH.twcen Negro and fiislian t’^apabilltiva—The Niggers 
in the Mines—Their Conduct there at Variatice with thdr Deliavlour in the 
States, 

Now, my gooil reader, 1 am aij'ain ready for the road, hav- 
inf 5 disburdened tny mind of the rellectnins and observa¬ 
tions coutainetl iir the last cliapUfr, aud in a more light¬ 
some mood to point out all “ i)laces of kuriositee,” as poor 
Power used to sing in the “ White Horse of the Pepiaars.” 
It WHS on the “^!trd tif Pebraaiy wo got into nrotiuu witli 
oiir waggon of six-ox power, accompanied by two others 
of like capabilities. A more lovely morning never shone 
from the heavens; calm and clem% tlie white mountain 
tops glistening in the sun, while from the valleys a dense 
fog arose, lazily rolling up tlieir sules in elongated volumes, 
8 hutting*out the landscape over which they passed, and 
occasionally illuminated fur a moment with a most strange 
and picturesque efiect, as a slanting my of light issuing 
through a mviue penetrated their sombre folds. The eartlr 
showed signs of active vegetation, ami sounds of gladsome 
glee were warlded in the grove as we went along; more 
chirping than melodious, 1 must admit; for the feathered 
choristers throughout all the districts of California 1 
visited seemed sadly destititte of naturid musical tast# and 
talent We whistled merVily, too, finding tine ground in 
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fair travellable order, and the creeks not •over deep or 
rapid; stopping at Clear Creek, as the next stage would 
protract our day’s journey too much. It was near where 
we pitched our tents as we came up; hut its present sur¬ 
face, clotlied in a mdntle of rich, thick, succulent herbage, 
beautiful in its garniture of emerald green, exhibited a 
marked contrast to its brown, witliered, and unwelcome 
aspect in the fall. 

The creek was much swollen, and tlie approach so steep 
that we saw there was a job in jnospect for the morning; 
and, sure enough, in the crossing, just as we reached the 
critical point, the near-side lead-steer shyed at the passage, 
and turning round suddenly, took tire middle yoke off tlieir 
legs, involving the rvhole team in a mass of confusion, tlic 
waggon, partially afloat, bumping and drifting as the cur¬ 
rent surged around it. I do not think we could have 
escaped without an upset in the stream, or the loss of 
most of om' oxen, only that some packmen, passing at the 
moment, rode in at great risk, and whipped the refractory 
leaders into line, continuing by their sides until they made 
a landing. Another of tlie waggons ivlso got into diffi¬ 
culty, nearly causing tlie untimely end of a fine young lad 
named Kifle, the driver, who jumped into the stream to 
set mattera to rights, when he was immediately swept 
away, and not being a swimmer, would inevitably have 
perished, had not one of the same party, who kindly re¬ 
lieved us, dashed down after him and dragged him ashore. 
Ueyond the sousing, he was not a whit the worae; for, 
throwing off his wet clothes mto the waggon, he was as 
fresh as ever in a few moments. In California, it is on 
invariable practice of travellers, like the coaches in the* 
olden time, to pull up on meeting and exchange their 
news; and as we felt under so many obligations to the 
packmen, we gladly and minutely gave them all the infor¬ 
mation they sought respecting the mines. The principal 
querist asked me os a wind-up, “ If there was much sick¬ 
ness in the digg’mgs?” to whicli I replied, “Yes;” com¬ 
mencing my enumeration of the ailments witli “ fever and 
ague,” when he stopped me with the exclamation, “ Oh! 
if that’s all, it’s o’ no account; we Missourians are raised 
on them;” uttering it in as cool and literal a tone os if they 
really constituted a main portion of his infantile pabulum. 

As we approached Cotton-wood we could scarcely re- 
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cognise tlie face of the fine plains, decked in tlioir limu'iant 
garb of clover, grass, wild oats, and barley, of which tlio 
oxen snatched moutliluls as they trudged along. Having 
been forewarned by tlie i>ackinen tliat the creek would 
present rather a fonnidable obstacle to our progress, we 
drove on briskly to reach it ewly, vesolveil to attempt the 
crossing before night, tlie more especially as tile skies 
lowered, as if a change wore about to take place before 
morning. Altliough %ve led the van at Gleiu- Creel--, the 
conduct of our lead-yoke there ab.solvud us fi’oiu that posi¬ 
tion on tlie present occa.sion, giving way to Eiffe, whose 
pluck, far from being cooledkappetm il to have been freshly 
braced by his late ducking. A stitlish. breeze having spning 
up, he sti'ippcd off the waggon-cover, which created a con¬ 
siderable wind-draught, and then got astride the neai' lead- 
steer: stationing a eomrado in front of the waggon w'ith a 
whip 1.0 urge lliose in the longue and eoutre, lie mode a 
straight and excellent shoot aci-oss to a low gravelly bar, 
where all dilliculties would liave terminated; but, from 
some cause wo eould not disi.-over, or MiHii subseiiuontly 
cx]>1ain, the whole team turned riglit ilown with tlie Hood, 
and, getting off the ridge of the ford, were all soon beyond 
their deptli. In their struggles, the oxen somehow or other 
got disengaged from the waggon, and as Hiffe stuck to the 
steer on wliicli ho was mounted, he got safely to sliore; 
but his conmulos, getting to the same side to jump out, up¬ 
set the waggon, emptying all the coutcui.s into die creek, 
the cover having been unluckily rein<oed. The boys got 
ashore after a shai-p struggle, and while 1 was congratula¬ 
ting them on their escape, a stifled Imt piteous sobbing 
caught my ear, when, looking round, I saw' poor Eifl'e 
shedding tears ahundautly. 1 sought to console him by 
the assurance that ev(*rything of consequence would be re¬ 
covered, as trunks would float, ami even bags containing 
clothes would be cai-ried ashore in some of the eddies; 
while, as regarded the provisions, we had enough for botli 
messes; besides which, two days more woidd bring us to 
Hudspeth’s rancho, where abundance could he obtained. 
But my consolations conveyed no comfort; in fact, in his 
abstraction I believe he never heard them; for, heaving a 
sad sigh, he mounifully said, “ I care not for myself: it is 
my dear mother and sistews I grieve for.” I repeated my 
a-ssmunce that the trunks Vould be got, thinking it was 
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liteir Toes he bewailed, as most probably they contained his 
all. “ I know,” he said, “the tranks will be found, but my 
belt with all my gold in it is at the bottom, and will never 
float or bo found.” The poor fellow, when he got wet be¬ 
fore in Clear Creek, stripped off everything, even the filleted 
leather belt, in which miners gener^y sew tip their gold,' 
and threw all loosely into the bottom of the wt^gon, where 
they remained until the unfortunate accident. The waggon 
came to shore on a point about half-a-mile domi, the loose 
clothes newer hand, and the three trunks in some willows 
at a bend below the waggon; but tlie flour and pork sunk, 
and the belt, containing eightUn hundred dollars, was no¬ 
where to be found. 

I don't remember ever experiencing a more poignant 
sensation of sorrow and commiseration than while listening 
to the ynutliful sufl'(*rer namiting his own story at the 
camp-fire that night. Ho ceased wee]«ng, but there was 
an air of sadness and patient resignation in his manner, 
and a melancholy cadence in his voice, much more affect¬ 
ing than the more violent demonstrations of grief. His 
family resided in the northern part of Indiana, on a plea¬ 
sant, profitable farm, on which his lather raised one tiiou- 
safid dollars by mortgage, to enable him to build a new 
house, and convert the original log erections into stablesv 
but died soon after (fifteen months 2 U‘eviou 8 to the accident), 
leaving the Iwy, seventeen years of age, the eldest of the 
family, to struggle for the. support of his mother and six 
sisters. The idea of the mortgage, bearing a high rate of 
interest, terrified the boy;- but he took heart on hearing of 
the golden valleys of California, resolving to reap one har¬ 
vest there, while, by extraordinary exertions, he put in an' 
early spring crop on his fann at home, sufficient to meet 
the wants of the family, and a gale’s interest on the mort¬ 
gage; and then, under his mother’s sanction, hired himself 
to a wealthy neighbour about starting for tliat country, 
undertaking to drive the team for his mere support on the 
road. They had a rather successful journey, and poor 
!Eiffe reached our encampment cm a similar engagement 
to a pdrty of miners coming up to northern mines. It was 
late in the “fell" when he got to work, but he was indus¬ 
trious; and, stinjulated by a son’s and a brother’s love and 
affectiem, he laboured late and early, on wet days and cold 
days, to try and return, lest the unfeeling mortgagee shoiffd 
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li&rass or impose on his motiber in his absenee. With what 
a prond aud happy spirit, he started homeward on the 
laoining of the ‘J 3rd of February, shortening (as he deseribed 
it) at eveiy step the distance that intei'vened betwixt him 
aud his beloved motlier and sisters, carrying along with 
him more tlnui tlie amomit he- required to release them 
fifoni debt and anxiety! 

He often felt the uufoitunnte belt, to assure himself it 
was no cheat of the imagiiuition; but there were the well- 
packed fillets tliat were to cany competence mid happiness 
to his dear home. His anibilioit was sati.stied, and he 
never again intended travcj^ng lieyoiul the pmdiic.ts of his 
farm, save with its ^inMliice to tlie. luairt'st market. He 
whiled away the h'dium of the journey by revolving projects 
in his mind calculated to ad-.l to the comforts and enjoy¬ 
ments of those ho loved so tenilerly. 'l.’wo months more 
and lie would have been in the midst of them, standing 
erect on his own hearth in all tlic innocent pride of inde¬ 
pendence, a free mmi, absolved from debt, with liealth, 
cnergj', lunl Impefuliioss to tight, tlu- buttle of life; but the 
chtdice of lmp]iim‘ss was dasheil from his lips: Ire was 
again a man of straw. He tiaisted, however, a benigntmt 
Providence would watch over and pisiU'ct the widow aud 
the orphans, while he returned to tht! mines and dug out 
one thousand eight hmulreil dollars more. 

It was a pitiful tale, and 1 never so much wished for 
riches as at moment he conchuled. that 1 might place 
within his hand an equivalent for his loss, and speed him 
on his filial and holy mission. Ho seemed relieved by fibe 
ceiling of his painful story, and next morning his stoical 
conriiosure—nay, cheerfiil resippiation—quite siirjmsed me 
in so youhg a latl; for it is rarely indeed that the sanguine 
rmd impatient teniperanrent of youth can calmly and un¬ 
complainingly brook a disappointment of so haiTowing a 
nature. All that remained to refit himself again for the 
divings—and it was barely sufficient—^was his share in 
the teanr and waggon. He came with us as for as Hud- 
spetli's rancho, where he sold out to his coinparriousj and 
having laid in his supjdies, took his leave of us iir a spirit 
of gaiety and selfi-relianee drat sliowed a nobility of nature 
. rarely to be met with, i-eturuiifg without a murmur to ^ 
scene of his late hrbours,*and giving me a letter to post 
wlren I reached the States, containujg, I suppose, an ae- 
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count of his misfortune. I sincerely trust that God has 
prospered him, and that he is now in a happy home, eujoyr 
ing ^e fruits of his sterling industry. 

As w’e proceeded downwards the vegetation was more 
forward, and the fine plains, which now began expanding 
to a gi’cat width, were thickly stocked witli hei-ds of wild 
cattle, intereperscd with great numbers of elk and deer, 
all driven down into the plains by the snow on the moun¬ 
tains. One of our men shot an elk, and for tire first time 
I tasted tire flesh of that animal: it is coarse-grained and 
dark, and as I surveyed my steak before tasting it, looked 
like a tough nrorsel; but, mui||^ my surprise, I found it 
tender turd well-flavoured. 

On the evening of tire aTtli wo reached Mr. Hudspeth’s 
rancho, most admix'ably situated on a highly fertile plain, 
sufliciently elevated to escape iinmdation frour any but the 
greatest floods, and favourably placed widr regard to water, 
having the Saenunento as its eastern boundary, and Stony 
Greek traversirrg its southern extremity all tire way to the 
coast iruige, to which tire prairie here lurirrterTuptedly ex¬ 
tends, leaving tire cattle an immense rmige. The whole 
plaitr, as far as the eye could siirvcy it, was absolutely wav¬ 
ing'in the gcirtlc wind, tire wild oats and iirdigenous 
grasses springing up with e.xtvaordurary luxuriance, thickly 
commingled witlr clover arrd wild vetches; and, as might 
be expected, all the cattle aird horses were in the finest 
possible condition. Mr. Hudspeth's house was orr a large 
scale for the country, built of logs, calculated for the 
accommodatiorr of miners, who usually made a halt there. 
The housekeeping was corrducted by an lilnglish girl, who 
had fled in a passing tr'ain from Salt Lake City—lur admi¬ 
rable cook, and who made tire nicest butter I dver used; 
for wlriclr services she was requited by tire liberal salary of 
one thousand dollars a-year, and tire right to dispose of, as 
her proper perxiuisites, all the milk, butter, cheese, and 
eggs drat remained after supplying the warrts of the house¬ 
hold. These would, she admitted to rrre, according to the 
amount they tlren realised weekly, increase her yearly in¬ 
come to two thousand five hundred dollars, which on ex¬ 
planation did not smprise me, as she obtained twenty-five 
cents a-^piece for -eggs, which sometimes rose so high as 
fifty; one dollar per quart for milk, four dollars for butter, 
and I forget how much for cheese: thus the overplus of 
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eftch must have been immense, from the legions of hens 
about the premises, and tbo inerediblj number of calves 1 
.saw ill the corral: while the constantly passing waggons, 
pack-companies, and whale-boats, never suffered a stock to 
accumulate or spoil on her hands. Only (hiiik of live 
hundre<l pounds n-year, ye cooks and daiiy-makls of t)ld 
England, and leave off your pert and saucy airs! Let us 
hear no more emulous boasting amongst the West-end 
Glubites about the princeU’ salaries tliey give (hi-lr foi-eign 
arliHtes, while an humble girl in a log-hut in the wilds of a 
new country receives close on the amount that would 
qualify a country s<inire t^P'tipresent hi.s native county in 
the imperial parliament. 

It was here I got my first ilrink of milk since T left Salt 
Lake, and oh! what a glorious treat it was! One I, would 
not have exchanged for the choicest jirodiietions of French 
or Ehenish vineyards; and it was licalthful as well as 
agreeable; for after a three days’ sojourn we all sensibly 
felt altered ami impiovi-d habits of body. Oui’ elk-meat 
was now disreganlc(i in our love for fresh hiith-r and eggs, 
which we consumed in 'juajjtity, even at the ntral mte of 
twenty-five cents per egg; but there were no vegetables nor 
cultivation of any sort, nor was there even a garden at- 
lached to the premises, nor to any of those we jiiissed in 
our up-journey; while, as to field cultivation, such a pro¬ 
ject was deemed to he so entirely prejiosierous that it was 
never attempted, e.xcept in some of tbo-e, inert' favoured 
.spots, which fu'o so few and circumsetibed in extent that 
any crop which could he raised on them could scarcely be 
taken into account in the siqiplies of the eountiy.* Many 
people emigrated to California, intending to confine them¬ 
selves entirely to agricullural pursuits; but even in the 
limited tracts along the valleys of the Kaeramenfo and the 
San Joaquim, whi're wheat, corn, and potatoes might bo 
raised with the aid of irrigation, the great exjiense of mak¬ 
ing and keeping fences in repair, and the enormous price 
of labour, forbid all hopes of making it a profitable .speeu- 

• Colonel Fremont. ijronnfUhis argument in support of tlic agricultu¬ 
ral capabilities of California on the products of the .Missimw; but to 
show how difficult it was even to select sites for the lew establishments 
of that sort in the country, I will quote an article from the laws re¬ 
garding their foundation:—“ ArU 7.. Tho place where a Mission settle¬ 
ment is to be made oimht to !»■ selected, if fnwiUc, where there will 
be sufficient water to drink, and for the irrigation of tho fields." 
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lation »s a general thing, while those articles, raw and 
manirfactured, can be imported at tlm rates they aie from 
the States, Gliili, Oregon, the Sandwich Islands, and the 
Australian colonies. Some few, who have been lucky 
enough to secm’e small scopes of good land in convenient 
situations, have been well paid by raising potatoes and 
garden vegetables; but if the country were dependent on 
those meagre supplies, with its rapidly-increasing popula- 
^on, we should not only hear’ of a scarcity of esculents, 
but of the prevalence of scurvy. 

When treating of the pretensions of California to be 
(dassed amongst agricnltural <||^ntries, it should be known 
that the rainy season there pi'evails over the period at 
which “fall” sowings might be put in, and early spring 
preparations should be made when the earth, so far from 
being in a state fit for the {dough, could not be trodden 
by cattle. The genci-al sowing, then, must of necessity 
always be late, and tlie pai’ching season arriving before 
the crop is half ripe, it withere and dies, in a state of semi¬ 
maturity. The only crop that can be depended on is hay; 
but beyond what the ranchero^ants for his own use, it is 
valueless, save in the vicinity or the few cities and villages 
scattered over the country. These ai-e not merely my own 
notions and ideas, -but tlie opinions of practical men long 
settled in the country, who tried and failed in the experi¬ 
ment. In point of fact, if it were feasible, there would 
now be large tracts in tillage, as, fix)m the numbers of 
Americans there who were bred and brought up to farming, 
many of them would bo following the plough. But Cali- 
fomia is osseutially a grasii^; country, which it- must re¬ 
main, and 1 know of no otlior that can excel it as siudi. 
Though we were some time since accustomed to hear it 
cried up as “ the finest country for agriculture on tire face 
of the globe,” and to see this and such like assertions cir¬ 
culated by the American press, the political and private 
purposes it was sought to promote by the propagation of 
such a belief having been superseded by the discovery of 
Ae gold mines, we cease latterly to have those resoiu’ces 
so diligently puffed and relied on; not, however, before 
numerous families tlius fooled emigrated from the States 
and Oregon, most of whom, finding out the imposition, 
returned to the latter cotmtry: The few who remained, 
accommodating themselves to the circumstances, tamed 
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their attention to stock-raieing, which, from subsequent 
events, has become a highly lucrative occupation. 

The raJicho of Mr. Umts{>eth is situaterl at the head of 
die deep-water navigation of Sacramento, which, imme¬ 
diately above it, forks and shoals, imd, thence n))\vurds, 
gets coucontrated at several jmints into lujuds, which must 
for ever, I conceive, foriiid the idea of trading with large 
waft: and, most jirobably, from this circnmstanco and its 
position with regni-d to die nordieminost mines, it will 
soon become die site of a new city. Miners, travelling 
thus far by water, behig coustraineil to use animals for die 
remainder of die journey,|pircliase all Mr. Hudspeth can 
supply, paying whatever price the toudov conscience or 
caprice of diat gontleinan may cbooso to allix; in addition 
to which ho has, also, a ready market, for fat beeves at the 
adjacent mines, and derives a large income by giming the 
cattle diat companies, so soon as they arrive at tlieir dead- 
nadons, send diere ui recruit; so that, U) u.so a common 
phrase, •■jmll.uig this mid that togci.ltcr,” I diink Mr. 
Hudspeth is likely to skim the cream of the diggings. 

It wa.s about thirty miles higher up, on die ojiposita 
side, wlicie we expeiieiicim .such extreme dilliculty and 
danger in crossing the Kacvaniento in llie. “fall,” on om*up 
journey; so that the country dow’nwanls is yet untrodden 
ground for the reader, who will diercfore be kind enough 
to bear with me in calling his attention to the various 
objects of interest on die route. The nioiiiiug on which 
we left was clear and cool, the tempiTature, contrary to 
what might he looked for, becoming more and more so as 
we proceeded soudnv.ards. Our tmil lay close by the river 
edge, through a fringe of timber, whicli in the more ad¬ 
vanced season must alford a fine umbrageous avenue to the 
jaded traveller, continuing, as it does, with st’arcoly a break, 
throughout dio entire journey, following all the sinuosities 
of the river, and conse*pioiitly lengthening the road. In 
the spring and fall this is unavoidable from the soft state 
of die prairie, while along the course of die river there is 
an elevated ridge of ground extending the widdi of tho 
grove above the iiiflucucc of die floods, which furnishes a 
diy and finn road during the summer mouths. However, 
case-hardened travellers, for whom the bli.stering orb has 
no terrors, hove the opdon«of choosing the diameter instead 
•of the semi-ckcumfereuc5 of those dongating lieads. 



144 A SXEOU. THEOUGH THE 

Maugi’e the cost, we filled eveiy canteen, botde, flask, and 
phial we hofl with new milk; that sweet natural nectar, so 
far before all the drugged and fermented distillations of 
human invention when you obtain it in its virgin purity. 
As om* pretty Hebe poured the genuine lacteal stream from 
her well-scoured pail, I thought of tlie sky-blue parodies of 
London concoction, and the civic dialogue, “ You put dirty 
water in the milk this morning, you hussy, you!” “ No, 
indeed, mar’m! it was clean from the well.” We estimated 
our day’s progress at eighteen miles as we pulled up in the 
evening, after having skirted along a splendid prairie all 
day, even e.vcelling in its lu^iiriant verdure that we had 
gone ovei% forming cpiite a downy couch beneath our 
blankets, and saving us our usual morning’s task of hunt¬ 
ing up the scattered cattle^ which filled themselves to re¬ 
pletion on the spot, and lay down beside the waggons. 
There were innumerable herds of wild cattle and elk scat¬ 
tered over the rich natural pasture, grazing in quiet com¬ 
munion like the tame flocks of the settler. The plains 
here began to widen out considerably, the coast range 
taking the shape of the segment of a circle, while the sur¬ 
face of the land was as level as a lake, but totally devoid 
of water-courses for a great distance; exhibiting a smooth 
and settled aspect, ns if it retained its primeval formation, 
undisturbed by anj' of those angiy convulsions that had 
distorted the face of the country on the east side of the 
river, causing it to appeal- that tlie stream intei-posed be¬ 
tween it and the volcanic parturitions of tlie Sierra Nevada; 
a singularity of feature that extends to the const mount-dns,. 
whose rounded outlines fomi a striking contrast to the 
jagged and pointed peak of the inland range. 

Although we had soft beds, it was impossible to sleep in 
the early part of the night, from the packs of coyotes that 
surrounded us, serenading us with an uninterrupted choras 
of shrill, discordant barking, that would have overpowered 
the virtues of the most powerful narcotic. Being ig) betimes 
in tlie morning from this annoyance, I got an opportunity 
of shooting a large buck, with which we displaced our elk- 
meat, which was getting a little the “worse for the wear,” 
emitting a racy odour, that I believe brought the wolves 
to our door the preceding night. , Some of these elks ar- 
riv'e at an uncommon size, much beyond what I had ima¬ 
gined they ever attained. I saw one shot the same 
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morning by a party whose night-quarters wore a few miles 
below tis, that was fully as large as an average-sized muio: 
and I could not help admiiing the easy dexterity and neat¬ 
ness witli which n nigger belonging to the. crowd" de¬ 
nuded him of his hide, and disembogued tlie entiails, 
separating, with all tlio skill of a regidar practitioner, tlie 
lard, fat, heart, and liver, which wei-e retained for use. J had 
remarked, however, during my limited i-xpoi ience hi the 
States, that Negioes are hiuidy and expin-t at whatevi.w they 
tiy or give attention to, whether os senants or tmlesmen; 
making, ns we all know, famous cooks, unrivalled barbers, 
excellent sailors, capital bladtsmiths (puns ajiart), carpen¬ 
ters, and tailors, at each of which trades 1 saw them at 
work: in short, athiining and rHaiiiinii a respectable me¬ 
diocrity in whatever business or calling they are n}»preu- 
tieed to. They thus stand on a towering <nnineuee above 
the Indian, who is incapable of acquiring any art or handi- 
tiraft that involves the slightest exe.reise of mind or judg¬ 
ment: *and who, even if lie does ariivo at any moderate 
degree of skill by laborious teaching, r< lapses into his 
original ignorance and indolofico whemner he is placed in 
an independent position—as the story is told—taxing tlie 
soil to reproduce what he ivas accustouied to nuike in the 
workshop. The most that can bo made of liiiii, with an 
infinity of pains, is the primitive oceupalion of a. herder of 
stock; yet place the head of an ludimi bi'.iido Uiat of a 
Negro, and conti’nst the fine, intellectual looking features 
and phrenological developments of the one witli the low 
animal east and construction of the otlier, and how totally 
iiTeconcilable will not the result be with the jdansiblo 
doctrines of Lavator or th(! ingenious theories of Hpurz- 
heim! 

While on tlie subject, 1 will take the opportunity of re¬ 
marking a strange cireumstiincc relating to the Negro slaves 
in California. Tliey ai-o said to he so sensitively impatient 
imder the yoke at home, tliat they aro always on the look¬ 
out for a slip to escape over tlie border, or by sheer thrift 
striving to acquire a sum sufficient to purchase their free¬ 
dom, and their emancipation is now the great political 
question of the States. Yet not one, in any instance that 
I could ascertain after tlie moat minute inquiries, deserted 
in the mines, where they wgfc in great numbers, w ithout 
any law to restrain them, and therefore no punishment to 

K 
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overtake them; the. road wide open^w^out obstacle, or 
any sort of e^iionnaye, which would have been equally ab¬ 
surd and ineffectual, and ha\dng within, their reach equ^ 
opportunities of aggrandisement with their owners. 
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Titles—Subsequent Proceedings, embracing Survey, &o.—Mission—Property- 
How constituted—When transferred from the Jesuits to the Pranciscaio—Subject 
to be secularised—Reference to Laws and AuthoriUra concerning tiieft—Their 
actual.Bights—No Besorvation in Mexican Grants as to Minerals—Concluding 
Fan^;rl^)hB in the Report—Its general Tendency to soothe PubUc FeeUog—Pro* 
btibUlty of a State Compromise. ** 

The morning was chill, but diy, as we continued our jour¬ 
ney, witli a stiff breeze ominously increasing; and absolute 
clouds of wild geoso, winging it away souto, si>litting the 
air witli their screams, the wind and noise of their wings 
reaching us perceptibly as tliey passed, settled in myriads 
over the plains, and kept up a sti’ain of incessimt shrielis, 
as they flapped out of the way of tlie elks and wild, cattle 
in moving over, the pasturage, to wliich they impai-ted a 
stmnge and unique aspect, with tlieir long tliin necks 
moving in tlic midst of the waving herbage, contrasting 
softly witli its verdant hue. They are precisely of the same 
genus as those peculiar to our own islands; and, not being 
ilriven as yet by tlie progress of settlement to seek for sus- 
teijanco on the coast, are free from the fishy flavour which 
excludes our wild goose from epicurean destruction. They 
attain a plumpness and rotundity of body fully equal to the 
lai'gest boTO-ied fowl, while liiey are so tame, from being 
unused to interniption, that they can be shot with a little 
revolver. The wfld ducks, likewise, are devoid of appre¬ 
hension, and sail past you,, as you sit on the bank of the 
river, with as much confidence dhd nonchalance as the West- 
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end pets in St. James's Park. Of those there are con- 
sidemhle varietit«s. Besides the duck and maHard, teal and 
widgeon, identical widi the British feniily, tJiere is a rather 
curious species, called die “ tree duck.” from its habit of 
perching on branches, and laying -.aid hotelling its eggs in 
tlie hollow forks of trees; and two or thi-eo other uuchris- 
tened trihes, one as piebald as the niagjiie, the other per¬ 
fectly white. The Hesh of the. latt.T it, soft mid tasieh'^s, 
and their skin so exeeedingly tliinsy. that it is impossible 
to pluck them without tearing it to atoms. 

Sitting one fine Sunday aftemtion on the hanks of the 
Sacramento, the varieties were pointed out mid de.scribed 
to me by the unfortunate Mr. ('olville, who was murdered 
afterwards. While proceeding through the catalogue, he 
pointed up, saying, “ And here we have tn’c ducks,” as a 
brace of birds skimmed closely over our heads. “You 
must be more accurate," I saiil jokingly, if I am to chro¬ 
nicle all yoiir descriptions.” “ But 1 am ipiite correct,” he 
rejiliedf “1 appeal to Mr. Mansfeklr; and tliere sit the 
pair on yonder tree.’’ “ Ay. but when.- is Ihe third one?” 
.said 1. “I made no allusion tea third one. “Then both 
iiiy eyes smd eara ar<j at fault; for that is pi'ecisely what 
constitutes onr appeal. You e.vclaiinod. ‘ There go three 
ducks,’ while I could only count two.” On which they both 
burst into afitof laughter, that was e.Npluiiicd by a descrip¬ 
tion of the peculiiuities of tltose web-footi il roosters. 

The countiy contiimeil to ('.'diibil tlie seme appearances 
of fertility, but witbont any picturesqm' features to viuy 
the, sameness or chtirni tlie capricious eye, as it expanded 
over an ocean of waving grass, extending from the river 
edge to Uie mountain base, unless it was tin; iuiiinul life 
w'itli which it was studded. We passed by several places 
where nature seemed to invite the emigrant., from iheir 
peculiar suitableness for settlement; the river getting ein- 
hayed at tho.se. points into what are termed .sloughs, ex¬ 
tending for miles inwards, affording grtiziug and domestic 
ennveniences that will not, under the present tirder of 
things, continue to he long neglected. T ohsened a 
marked difference in the character of the herbtige in those 
unsettled localities as compared witli that around the 
varions ranches, where the . feeding is more regtilar and 
continuous, showfing that th,o* con-stant browsing brings a 
flicker skin tipon the soil. The close crop, as it grows 
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up in tlie early spring, fomiing a perfect sheltering shade, 
effectually protects the earth from the parching, baking 
effects of the sun, and enables it to retain its moisture, 
which it yields gradually to the natural cravings of vegeta¬ 
tion instead of tli^ tliirsty demands of evapomtion; where¬ 
as the natural grass and wild hmdey (as would he the case 
in a greater degree with cultivated crops) gi’ow so rank 
and spai-soly that, ere they stool and spread out, tlie hot 
season arrives, cakes and cracks tire exposed soil, evapo¬ 
rating the material essence of fertility, absorbing the verj' 
pabulum of vegetation, and leaving the bereft crop to 
sicken and wither prematurely. Thus it was, in coming 
up in tlic autumn, herbage jiowdercd into snuff in the 
unsettled districts, while around the few scattered ranches 
it retained a degree of verdure and succulence up to a very 
late period of the season; affording, in my humble opinion, 
a demonstrative proof that without irrigation agriculture 
can never be successfully followed in tliat country. 

We arrived at noon at a Mr. Williams's ranelft, a late 
purchase, where recent impi-ovements, superadded to more 
antique erections, gave it quite an extensive appearance. 
' It was one of those “few and far between” establishments 
originidly founded either by tlie early Spanish settlers, 
the emigrants 1 have alluded to in a previous chapter, or 
by Europeans, principally British, ttiinly but surprisinglj' 
scattered over tiie country, long, long before even Captain 
Sutter dreamt of fixing his abode there. Some of those 
came seawards, cast away upon the coast, as they told me; 
others worked their way upland from the Mexican mines, 
intermanying, and getting portions of laud, with members 
of Spanish families that came to the country under the 
auspices of empresmios,* many of whom neglected comply¬ 
ing .with the fomialities of the colonisation laws of the 
goveniment; or, getting direct grants from the governors, 
heedlessly omitted prociuing the ratification of their titles, 
from the listless habits acquired by association; living in a 
sunny clime, sun'endered to sensual enjoyments, and never 
once hai-boming an idea that internal policy or foreign in¬ 
terference would call those unauthenticated documents in 

* tSvipretcuriot were, properly 'speaking, contractors, who stipnlated 
for an absolute concession of large tracts of territory, proportioned in 
extent to the number of families they undertook to carry with them as 
permanent settlers in the new country. 
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question until after the late conquest Then, in tlic deli¬ 
rious demand for land, most of tliem sold out to Aiuerieau 
speculators, who, in their rash eageraoss to become pos¬ 
sessed of the property, and their ignorance of Sjianish. law 
and language, concluded aud consuiumtibal hiugains with¬ 
out becoming cognisant of the invalidity of tlio couvey- 
anees; purchsising also from Spaniards similarly circum¬ 
stanced, and from the incumbents of mi<sio"s. who avowed 
that tile absolute property vest'd in tliem, being nneondi- 
tionally granted, not only for ecclesiastical uses, but ns a 
rew’ard for their labours in promoting the colonisation of 
the country: an assertion wliieb bad a coloiiniblo autlien- 
ticity about it, from tbo well-known ]ioru;y of Spain in 
invariably establishing missions in remote provinces as 
instruments of their eoloninl system, making them the 
precursoi-s of the more extensive emigration. 'I'lius, in an 
incredibly short space of time', a vast (pianlity of lands 
changed liunds; those with imperfect titles, as might na- 
turally*be exiiecbsl, taking tin' lead in the transfers: the 
poi-sons in pos.scssion tint exacting the imwt extreme terms; 
ill llii'ir anxii’ty to dispo.se of tlii'ir insivinc tenures. 

But when tin actual slate of allaii-s came to he discTosed,. 
a high feverish e.xcitemeiit ensued, that tlircatened to con¬ 
vert the meek sheepskins into a sea of trouble, aud a very 
aiigry and tempestuous one. too; more pa.rticula.rly a.s news 
araved tliatthe Unibal States (jovenimrnt bad come to the 
resolution of recognising and respecting all Spanish and 
Mexican grants, duly fulfilled luid iiropi rly executed, be¬ 
fore the conquest, aud of treating ns waste paper all tliosc 
imperfect titles above, alluded to. They scut out, for the 
purpose of dj.scriminatiiig, a special agent, in the jicrson of 
William Carey Jones, a gentleman, as J uiider.stnnil, emi-. 
nently qualified, from his profe.ssionDl attaimneiits, for dis¬ 
charging the duties of the arduous office; who, after a most 
strict and jiatient inquiry into all tlic Spanish and Mexican 
laws and precedents touehiiig the subject, and a most rigid 
searcli amongst the archives and reeoi'ds of the late govem. 
ment, has compiled a clear and concise report, which exhi¬ 
bits the matter in all its bearings, divested of doubt or 
mystification. 

With regard to the gi-ants to individuals and eriqiresarm, 
he states:—“ All grants of hind made in Califoniia (except 
pueblo, or village lots, and'e.xccpt some grants nortii of the 
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Bay of Saa Fitmcisco, as will be hereafter noticed), subse¬ 
quent to the independence of Mexico, and after the estab¬ 
lishment of that governmeut in California, were made by 
the different political governors. The great majority of 
them were made subsecjuent to January, 163^, and conse¬ 
quently under the Mexican Colonisation Law of 18th of 
August, 1H24, and tlie government regulations adopted in 
pursuance of the law, dated Slst of Noveml)er, 1,8’48. In 
January, 188’J, General Jose Figueroa became governor of 
the then territory of California, umler a commission from 
the government at Mexico, replacing Victoria, wJio, after 
having the year before displaced Ecltandrea, was himself 
driven out by a revolution. The installation of Figueroa 
restored quiet after ten years of civil commotion, and was 
at a time when Mexico was making vigorous efforts to re¬ 
duce and po])ulate lier distant territories, and consequently 
granting lands on a liberal scale. In the act of 18-44, a 
league sqniu-o (being nein-ly four thousand fom- himdi-ed 
and twenty-eight and a-hidf acres) is the smallest measure¬ 
ment of rural property spoken of; and of these leagues 
square, eleven (or nearly fifty tbousaml acres) might be 
conceded in a grant to a single individnal. By this law, 
the states composing the federation were antlnmsed to 
make special provi.sion for colonisation witliiu their respec¬ 
tive limits, and tlio colonisation of tho territories, ‘con¬ 
formably to die prmcij>les of die law,’ chai-ged upon the 
centrtd goverament California was of the latter descrip¬ 
tion, being designated a temtoiy in tlie Arta CoHstUntwa 
of the Mexican lederatiou, adopted 31st of January, 18^4, 
and by the constitution adopted 4th of October same year.* 
The colonisation of Oalifoi-nia, and the granting of Imids 
therein, was, therefore, subsequent to the law of IStii ef 
August, 1844, under the direction and control of the central 
government. That government, as already stated, gave re¬ 
gulations for the same 41st of November, 18‘28. 

“ Tho duections were verj- simple. They gave the 
government of the ten-itories the exclusive right and fa¬ 
culty of making gi-ants within the terms of tho law; that 

• The political condition of California was changed by the con.etltu- 
tion of the 29th of December, and the act forthe division of therepiddic 
into departments, of the SOtii of December, 1836. The two Califmmlas 
then bdiame a department, the confederation being broken up, and the 
states reduced to departments. THe same colonisatibn system, how¬ 
ever, seems to bars continued ia CaUlbmia. 
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is, to the extent of eleven leagues, or silios, to individuals, 
and colonisation grants (more properly contracts), that is, 
grants of larger tracts, to emjtresarios, or persons who should 
undertake, for a consideration in land, to bring-families to 
the country for the purposes of colonisation. Grants of the 
first description, that is. to families or single persons, and 
not exceeding eleven siHos, were ‘ not to be held definitively 
valid until sanctioned by the icn Uonal ilqwtation.' Those 
of the second class, that is the emprmtriu, or colonisation 
grants (or contracts), required a like sanction from the su¬ 
preme iiovernment. In case the concurronee of the depu¬ 
tation was refused to a grant of the iirst-mentiotied class, 
tlie governor should appeal in favour of the grantee from 
the assembly to the supreme gove,niment. 

“ The ‘fret inception’ of the claim, )mrsnant to the regu¬ 
lations, and as practised in Galifonna, was a petition to fiio 
governor praying for the grant, specifying usually the 
quantity of land asked, and designating its position, with 
some descriptive object or boiindar}', and abso stating the 
age, conntrj', and vocation of the petitioner. Sometimes, 
also (generally at tb.e commencement of the system), a rude 
map or plan of the required griuit, showhig its shape and 
position with reference to other tracts or natural objects, 
was presented with the p('tition. This practice, how«!ver, 
was gradually disused, .tucI few of the grants made in Into 
years have any other than a verlial desciription. 

“ The next step was usually a reference of the petition 
made in the margin by the goveraor to the prefect of the 
district, or otlier near local officer, where tire land peti¬ 
tioned for was situate, to know if it was vacant, and could 
be granted without injray to third i)erson8 or the public, 
and sometimes to know if the ])etitioner'a accoimt of him¬ 
self was correct. The reply f'informe) of the prefect, oi* 
otiier officer, was written upon or attached to the petition, 
and the whole returned to the governor. Tbo Kjply being 
satisfactory, the governor then issued the grant in fomi. 
On its receipt, or before (often before the petition even), 
the party went into possession. It was not^ unfrequent, of 
lateyeai’s, to omit tire formality of sending the petition to 
the local authorities, and it was never necessary if the 
governor already possessed the requisite information con¬ 
cerning th^land and the •parties. Again: it sometimes 
happened the reply to the local authorities was not 
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explicit, or that third pei^ons intervened, and tlie grant 
was thus for some time delayed. With these qualifications, 
and covering the great majority of .cases, the practice may 
be said to have been—^first, the petition; second, the refer¬ 
ence to the prefect or alcalde; third, his report, or informej 
fourth, the grant from Hie governor. 

“ The originals of the petition and informe, and any other 
preliminary papers in the case, were filed by the secretary 
in the government archives, and with them a copy (the ori¬ 
ginal being delivered to the gimitee) of tlie grant, tlie whole 
attached so as to form one document (entitled, collectively, 

' expediente' ). During the govemonsbip of Figueroa and 
some of his successoi’s (tliat is, from the 22nd of May, 
l83:i, to the 9th of May, 1830) the grants were likewise 
recorded in a book ke])t for that puq)Osc, as prescribed in 
the regulations above referred to, in the archives. Subse¬ 
quent to that time tlicre was no record, but a brief niemo- 
Kindum of tire giunt, the expediente still filed. Grants were 
also sometimes registered in tlie office of the prefect of the 
district where the lands lay; hut the practice was not con¬ 
stant, nor tlie record generally in a permanent form. 

“ The next and final steji in the title was the approval of 
the'grant by the territorial deputation (tliat is, the local 
legislature afterwards, wlien the territory was created into 
a depai’tment, called the ‘ Dcparlmeutal Assembly'). For 
this pnqiose it was tlie govemor’s office to communicate 
tlie fact of the grant, and all information concerning it, to 
the assembly. It was here referred to a committee, some¬ 
times called a Committee on Vacant Lands (sometimes on 
Agriculture), who reported at a subsequent sitting. The 
approval was seldom refused; but there ore numcrona in- 
atanecs where tlie governor omitted to communicate the grant 
»to the aamnhhj, and it conaeqnently remained unacted on. The 
approval of the assembly obtained, it was usual for the se¬ 
cretary to deliver to the grantee, on application, a certificate 
of the fact; hut no other record or registration of it was 
kept than the written proceedings of the assembly. 'ITiere 
are, no doubt, aeveral inatancea where the approval waa, in point 
of fact, obtained, hut no certificate applied for; and a.s the jom*- 
nds of the assembly, now remaining in the archives, ore 
veiy imperfect, it can hardly be doubted that memy granta 
have received tlie approval of ^tlie assembly, j&wt »w record 
of the fact now exiata. Many grants were passed upon and 
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approved by the assembly, in the winter and spring of 1846, 
as I discovered by the* loose memoranda, apparently made 
by the clerk of tlie assembly for future entiy% and referring 
to the grants by their numbers, sometimes a dozen or 
more on a single small piece of paper, but of which I 
could find no odier record. 

“ There were not, so far as I could loam, any regular 
surveys made of grants in California uji to tlio time of the 
cessation of the former government; there -was no public 
or authoiised surveyor in the country. The grant usually 
contained a direction that the gi’antec should receive judi¬ 
cial possession of the. land ‘ from thi! proiter magistrate’ 
(usually the nearest alcalde), in virtue of die grunt, and 
that die boundaries of the tract should then be designated 
by the functionary with ‘ suitahh; landmarks.’ But tliis in¬ 
junction was usually complied with oidy by procuring the 
attendance of the magistrate, to give judicial possession, 
according to die verbal rlescription contained in the grant. 
Some of the old pants hai'c been subsequently suiveyed 
by an officer appointed for that purpose, by the governor. 
1 ditl not see any oilicial record of such surveys, or under- 
stimd there was any. The iwrfectiwj of tin- titli- I suppose 
to have b«n accomplished when the grunt retriretl thr con- 
ewrcnce of the aesetnili/; fill prvriswiis of the law, and of the 
colonimtion refjidatiovs of the supreme govenimeiu, pre-requisites 
to the title, heimj ^ defuiitirehj valid,’ ‘hariiii/ heen fulfilled.’ 
These. T. thinlf, iiiiist he eoiinted complete titles'' 

As to Mission property, Mr. Jones lalioura to show by 
law, practice, and precedent, that the missionaries had no 
power to sell or assign; jiroving that diose establishments 
were subject to be secularised at will, reverting to or ves^ 
ing hi die sovereipi or supreme government; thus opening 
all diose sales or assignments, and leaving die purchasers 
either at the mercy of the American Government, or to 
look to those astute parties to whom they paid over the 
purchase-money. He says— 

“ I took much pains, both in California and IMexico, to 
a.s8ure myself of the situation, in a legal and proprietary 
point of view, of the former great establishments known 
as the Missions of California. It had been supposed that 
die lands they occupied were grants, held as die property 
of the Chinch, or of the Jijission establishments as cor¬ 
porations. Such, howevA", was not the case. All the 
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MisaioBB m California yieve established under tlie 

direction, and mainly .at the expense, of the government; 
and the missionaries diere never hod any other rights than 
to the occi^ation and use of the lands for missionaiy pm’- 
poses, and at the pleasure of tlie government. This is 
shown by the history and principles of their foundation, 
by the laws in relation to them, by tlie constant practice of 
the government towards them; aud, in fact, by tlie rules of 
the Franciscan order, which forbid its members to possess 
p®operty.=i= 

“ It was the custom tliroughont New Spain (and other 
parts of the Spanish colonics also) to secularise or to sub¬ 
vert tlie Mission establislumaits, at the discretion of the 
lulkig political functionaiy; and this not as an act of ar¬ 
bitrary power, but in the exercise of im acknowledged 
o.wner8hip and autiliority. The great establishments of 
Sonora, I have been told, wore divided between' the white 
settlements and settlements of the Indiiui pupils, or neo¬ 
phytes of the establishments. In Texas, the Missions 
were broken up end the Indians dispersed, and the lands 
have been gmnted to white settlers. In New Mexico, I 
am Jed to suppo,se, the Indian pujiils of tlie Missions, or 
their descendants, still in great part occupy die old esta¬ 
blishments; and otlior parts .are occupied by white settlers, 
in virtue of grants or sales. I'heir undisputed exercise of 
this authoiity over all tlie Mission establishments, and 
whatever property was pertinent to them, is certain. 

“ The hahility of die Missions of Ujiper Califomia to 
.be divHS dealt >with at the x>leasnre of the government does 
not rest only on the argument to be drawn from this con¬ 
stant and uniform practice: it was inherent in their foon- 
dadon, a .condition of dieir establishment. A belief has 
prevailed. Mid it is so stated in all the works I have .exa¬ 
mined which treat historically, of die Missions of diat 
conndy, that the first act which looked to their secularisa¬ 
tion, and esi>ecially die first act by which any author% 

* AlthoDgb,' as %Ir. Jones says, the Missions are now governed and 
admlidstered by the Franciscan order, they were transferred to them 
from the Jesuits when the royal decree for abolishing that order was 
enforced in New Spain; hut it was the Jesuits who, under license from 
the 'Viceroy, commenced the reductipn of California in 1897, by the es- 
tabUehment of fifteen Missions in that country. At the time of the 
transfer three were suppressed, and the remainder put in charge of the 
Franciscan monks of the College of ^gn Fernando, in Mexico; hence 
oometimes cidled Femandinos. 
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was confeired on the local government for that purpose, 
or over tlieir temporalities, was an act of the Mexican Oon- 
gress of 17tli August 1833. Such, however, is aot the 
case: their secnlaiisation, tlimr subversion, was looked for 
in their foundation; and I do not perceive that the local 
authority (certainly not tlie supremo aulhoritj’) has evtar 
been without that lawful jurisdiction over diem, uidess 
subsequent to the colonisation regulations of 91 =t Novem- 
bei’, 1898, which temporarily exempted Mission lands from 
colonisation. I quote from a letter of ‘ Instructions to the 
Commandant of die ncrw ostablishments-of San Diego and 
Monterey,’given by Viewoy Biicarcli. 17th August, 1773: 
‘ Article 15.—When it sliall happen tiiat a Mission is to be 
foraned into a jmeblo (or village), the eommandant will 
proceed to reduce it to the civil and economical govem- 
iiiciit which, according to die laws, is observed by other 
villages of this kingdom; then giving it a name, and de¬ 
claring for its patron the saint under who.se memory and 
protection it was founded.’ 

‘‘ The right, tiieii, to remodel thost> establishments at 
pleasure, and convert them into towns and villages, sub¬ 
ject to die known policy and haws which governed settie- 
meiits of diat description, wc sec was a principle of their 
foundation. Aitioles 7 and 10 of the same ‘J setter of 
Instraetions’ show us also that it was a jiart of the plan of 
the Missions that dieir combtion should be thus changed; 
that they were regarded only as the nuclei and bases of 
communities, to he thereafter emancipated, acquire pro¬ 
prietary rights, and administer their own affairs; and that 
it was the duty of die governor to chouse theii' sites, and 
direct die construedou mid anongement of dieir edifices, 
witii a view to their convenient cxpmision mto towns and 
cities. And not only was this general revolution of the 
establishments thus early contemplated and provided for, 
but mean time the governor had authority to reduce their 
possessions by grants within and without, and to change 
thek condition by detail. The same series of instruetums 
authorised the governor to grant lands, either in com¬ 
munity or ittdividually, to the Indians of die Missions, in 
and about thok settlements on the Mission lands, and 
also to m^e grants to white persons. The governor was 
likewise mithorised, at an early day, to make gi-ants to 
soldiers who should mafty Indian women trained in the 
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Missions; and the first grant (the only one I found on 
record) under this authorisation was of a tract near the 
Mission edifice of Carmel, near Monterey. The authori¬ 
sation given to the captains of presidios to grant lands 
within two leagues of their posts, expressly restrains them 
within that distance, so as to leave the territory beyond, 
though all beyond was nominally attached to one or other 
of the Missions, at the disposition of the superior guar¬ 
dians of royal property. I,n brief, every fact, and every act 
of government and principle of law applicable to the case 
which I have met in this investigation, go to show that 
the Missions of Upper California were never from the 
first reckoned other than government establishments, or 
the founding of them to work any change in tlic owner¬ 
ship of the soil, which continued in, mnl at the disposal 
of, tile crown or its representatives. This position was 
also confirmed, if it had needed confirmation, by the 
opinions of high legal and oftieial authorities in Mexico. 
The Missions, speaking collectively of priests and pupils, 
had the usiifriwt, the priests the administration of it; the 
whole resuraable, or otherwise disposable, at the will of the 
crown or its representatives” 

Mr. Jones’s attention wius also .specially directed to in¬ 
quire as to whether, in any of the alleged grants, or all 
grants in general (under the Mexican Government), or in 
California in particular, there were not reseiwations as to 
mines of gold, silver, quicksilver, and other minerals; but 
it appears that the Mexican laws regulating colonisation 
do not enjoin any such reseiwation in their grants, nor was 
there any such contained in the few bond Jide documents 
that came under his inspection. After an able and lucid 
review of Spanish and Mexican law, and practices regula¬ 
ting and bearing on colonisation, he thus concludes;— 
“Having met, sir, ns far as in my power, the several 
inquiries set forth in the letter of instractions you were 
pleased to honour me witli, my attention was turned, as 
far as they were not already answered, to tlie more detailed 
points of examination furnished me, witli your appro¬ 
bation, by the Commissioner of Public Lands. The very 
minute information contemplated by those instructions it 
would have been impossible, as you justly anticipated, to 
obtain in the irregulai' and confiised state of the archives 
and courts of record. My examination, moreover, was euf- 
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ficient to show me tiiat such minute and exact informa¬ 
tion, on many of the heads proposed, is not attainable at 
all, and that the only mode of approximating to it must be 
through such measures as will produce a genorid registra¬ 
tion of Avritten titles, and verbal proof of ])Ossession whore 
tides are wanting, followed or accompanied by a general 
surv'ey: by such means only can an ajiimj-mation be made 
to the minute information sought, of ilic ohametor, ex¬ 
tent, position, and date, particularly of tho old grants of 
California. 

“The grants in California, I am Iwuud to soy, ai’e 
mostly perfect titles; that is, llic hoblera possess dreir 
property by tides that und('r the law that created them 
were equivalent to i)atents from our gOA’eniment; and 
those Avhich are not peife<!t, that is, wliicli lack some 
formality, or evidence of completeness, have die same 
equity ns those which are jierh'ct, and Avere and would 
have hern equivlly respected under die government which 
has paHS(;d aAA'ay. Of conrso I allude to grants made in 
goo(l faitli, ami not to siumhittid grimts, if there be any 
such issued, since die persons Avho make them cease from 
their functions in that respect* 

“ I think the state of land titles in Unit countiy will allow 
the public lands to be ascertained, and the priA’ute lands 
set apart by judicious measures, with litde difliculty. Any 
measure calculat’d to discredit, or cause to be distrusted, 
the general character of titles there, besides the alarm, 
and anxiety Avhich it Avoukl create amongst die ancient 
population and jnvsent holders of property, would, I believe, 
also retard tiio substantial improvement of that coimtry. 
A title discredited is not destroyed, but every one is afraid 
to touch it, or, at all events, to invest labour and money in 
improA'cments that rest on a suspected teumn; the holder 
is afraid to improA’c, and others are afraid to purchase; or 
if diey do purchase at die discredited value, are Avilling only 
to make inconsiderable inA'estments in it. The pressure of 
population and the force of circumstances will soon operate 
to break up the existing lai’ge tracts into farm.s of such 
extent as the nature of the country will allow of and the 
wants of the community require; and diis under circum¬ 
stances, and with such assurance of tenure, as will Avamuit 
those substantial improvements that the thrift and pros¬ 
perity of the country in tither r^pects invite. 
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“ I t^iak righto of riie govemutont will be fully 
securedv wad the intere$tte aad permanent prosperity of all 
classes in that country best consulted, by no other measure 
in rriation to private property than an authorised survey, 
actoKding to grants, where the grants are modem, or 
since the accession of the Mexican govemmeBt, reserving 
overplus, or, according to ancient possession, where it 
dates from the time of the Spanish government, and the 
written evidence of the grant is lost, or does not afford 
data for survey. But providing that in any case where, 
fhnn the opinion of the proper law officer, or agent of tlio 
government in the state, or from iufonnation in any way 
received, there may be reason to suppose a grant invalid, 
the government (or a proper officer of it) may direct a suit 
to be instituted for its annulment.” 

The importance of the subject must be my excuse for 
quoting so freely from tliis report, which, while it appeal's 
to treat the matter in a spirit of candour and impaa-tiality, 
is replete with internal evidence tliat it was framed at once 
with a view of relieving government from a ilelicate and 
difficult dilemma; by suggestive expedients of a mild and 
temporising character, and of annihilating the pretensions 
of raissionaiy grants, which claim to be so numerous and 
extensive, dealing with them in a special pleading and 
black-letter temper that foreshadows the doom of church 
property in Colitbmia; the alienation of which, independent 
of sectarian prejudices, would be a highly popular measure 
omengst Americans hi their rapacious greed for land in the 
new territory. The diffusion of the reiiort, indicating as it 
does, file course government is likely to pursue, has ah’eady 
had the effect of “ oil on the troubled waters,” allaying the 
violent feeling that existed amongst the land and lot spe¬ 
culators—a much more numerous class tlian could at first 
have been imagined, multiplied prodigiously by tihe myriads 
of town-lot purchasers in the several tovms and cities 
started tiiroughout tiie country, who,' in the bitterness of 
their apprehension, openly avowed their determination of 
fomenting and joining in a counter-revolution rather than 
have their properties, for which they had paid so deaarly, 
wrested from them. There is no danger, however, that 
matters will come to violent extremities; for, independently 
of the troublous consequences that would result from a 
strict and stem line of procedure, it would deal a fatal blow 
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at that mdomitable spirit of enterprise, so distingatediing a 
chai-aoteristic of the nation, which in the short space of two 
yeare, has reared up a great commeroiat territory on- the 
silent and unfrequented shores of the Northern Pacific, 
giving biith to a city without a |»uallel' in ancient or modem 
times; springing, as it were, from the bosom of the volcanic 
moontoins which constitute its marvellous wealth, eom> 
pletely accoutred in the full panoply of trade, commerce, 
and science. In such a case a wise government can afford 
to make large compromises and concessions, rather than 
crush and ruin a Itu’gc community, who made their invest¬ 
ments in good faitli, and who deserve so w'ell of the parent 
country for their unprecedented energy and perseverancoi 


CHAPTER XV. 

Business at Williams's Kancho—Byramoro Slmigli—State of the Tratt—An imemf- 
uble Night’s Board and Lodging—Hleet-storm—Bow wg got over Slongh~>A 
better Night’s Uuarters^An unwelcome VlsH Irom Wild Cattie-~.T91ey abduct 
oiw .Our Pnnrait: lU DifHculUesi Dangers, and. Suooest —How- we draft 

wUh tlw Truants—Feel the want of Water while trudging through tha Mud—'Sha 
Loiw Oak—Mr. liartiin’s Station—Cheap Beef—Mr. UarUa suppliaa us witb a 
Party to recover our missing Cattle—Their Mode of Prottdure—Accept an Ofllar 
of a Morning’s Amusement—Lassoing Wild Horses—Description of the Feat— 
Californian Equestrian Aecoutremente—The Sequel—Fatal Accident—Daring 
Feat of Horsemanship and HorK-traiidng—Travd by Night to make up fixr knt 
Time—Beach Mr. Harbin's Hoad>quarters on Cash Crvek—Cldtlbmtan Budna— 
Prohtable and seoiuu Stock—Scarcity of Sheep, and ttio Causa—FeeiiU«r Confor¬ 
mation of the Rams—Wood>choppers on Uia Sacramento nad-Ita T34bntatla»— 
Shocking Aspect of the Hains aa we approximate to tho City—Hew SaozameDto 
grew in ray short Absence—A Winter’s KS’ect on the S^lo of AMhiteetura—Tha 
City during tho Flood—Evaporation wrtuit Drainago—Tlie Much of Entarprlsa 
—Scarcity of Ume—tto domestic Consequences—Feidling on my Transition fSrom 
Nomadic to City IJfo—Hotels and Pandemoniums increase In a like Rsdlo— 
Absence of Chnrehea and Clergymen—A Field for Moral Reflections—The Fms 
at Sacramento—Its Pharisaical Conduct—^An editmrl^ Leader—Its natimd Tan- 
d«icy—Editorial Fuffll: howmanufoctucad—Saoramantoead its probd^ Destiny 
—How accounted for—Steam Navigation on tha River—A PuMio CemiunlBiiBff a 
Private Mine of Wealth—A moderate Calculation—A Sapper on beard, tha 
** Senator’*—Pro^gloua Gastromic Performancft...** Odorous” ComparlMDi, 

Thebb was great bustle about Mr. Williams's rsimhe, vrimti 
with tlie calling of waggon companies and packmen, ondi 
the ai-rival of small launches. An active tr^ was gfMng 
on in buying, selling, and exchanging mules, horses,, and 
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oxen, and a lively bibulous business in the alcoholic line; 
but our favourite beVerage was not to be had for “ love or 
money," there being no daily. The calves were permitted 
to rim with the cows, so that we were reluctantly obliged 
to return to our old fare. The afternoon became exceed¬ 
ingly cold, dte wind increasing to a furious gale, spitting 
sleet so bitterly that we could not have faced it only that 
we were proceeding in excellent- shelter along tlie river 
skirting, which was not altogether witliout its drawbacks; 
for now and then a dozed and rotten limb, fractured by the 
gale, would come smashing down amongst the branches, to 
our imminent risk. However, we managed to go on toler¬ 
ably well until we came to what is culled tire “ Sycamore 
Slough:” a-gut of still water, connecting the river with a 
lagune, which extends the greater part of the distance back 
to the mountains, c.\panding considerably in some places, 
but never attamiug a great deptli. It is thinly fringed for 
a short distance by the timber fi-om which it takes its 
name, tire remainder of its shores being low mai-shy 
swamps, covered witli tule. 

In summer you can follow in the trail by the river edge, 
but it was now so deep that we were forced to diverge, and 
tawel up along it for seveml miles, the cattle constantly 
miring, tire waggon-wheels working the entire way up to 
tire axles in- mud. Still we struggled, on tiU iriglrt, hr ex¬ 
pectation of reaching some spot that would afford a little 
feeding, but we were not so fortunate, a mud-hole anesting 
our progress in tire worst and most inhospitable part of 
the marsh, where the state of the ground would not admit 
of the pitching of a tent. To add to our discomfort, we 
were without an atom of firewood, and the wind and sleet 
were driving amongst us with most chilling effect. There 
was no shift but to ehaiir our exhausted animals to the 
waggon-wheels, otherwise they would stray back in search 
of grass and shelter. We ourselves were obliged to put 
up with the cold comfor-t of a raw pork supper, and a 
night’s repose, cramped and huddled up in a sitting pos- 
toe in the waggons. 

The morning opened with a fierce hail-stom. The rain 
that had fallen during the night rendered the ground so 
soft that, with our starved and half-famished animals, it 
appeared a hopeless expectation to think of moving; nor 
could we budge an inch upril completely emptied the 
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waggons, carrying the contents on our bocks about thte* 
miles, to where the crossing was practicable, and then re 
turning and assisting the oxen. When we got them as 
fiir !is the crossing, we gave them 0 rest, while we agnir 
shouldered our loads, and waded, woist-decsp, with empty 
stomachs, over the laguue, tvhich was about five hundret- 
yards wide, the water intensely cold, and the sleet sc 
penetrating that, by the time we returned, we \vere in a 
chattering, if not a communicative mood. However, move 
forward we must, prefacing the attempt by cutting down 
numerous bundles of tide, an<l strewing it thickly the 
entire breadth of the waggon trail, to form a foot-ro^ for 
the oxen, as well as one for the wheels; but, after several 
ineffectual trials, we had to unyoke the animals, finding 
it altogether impossible to get them to pull evenly and 
simultaneously; for by the time one yoke got on tolerably 
firm footing, those behind or before them would be floun¬ 
dering bolly-decip in the mire. We even had great diffi¬ 
culty in getting them singly, and tinnttnchcd, ns for as the 
w'ater, but there our chief trouble ende<l, as the bottom of 
the lagune was comparatively finn, enabling them to ford 
it without an accident. We had a long and laborious |ob 
in getting over the waggons by band; but the hauling 
and spoking had one good effect: that of quickening and 
warming the cux:ulation, which was checked and almost 
frozen up by the cold and exposure, fortunately the land 
on the opposite side was more elevatinl; so we put in our 
teams again, and reached a good camping spot eai-ly in the 
evening, where we amply indemnified ourselves for our 
late privations. 

Soon after, in the early pai-t of the night, we were 
aroused by the lowing and bellowing of wild cattle, which 
is easily distinguishable from that of the American breed; 
and as we offered no intenniption, they kept approxima¬ 
ting, attracted by the strange oxen, until, by the tumult, 
we began to fear they might, trample down our tents. 
However, a few shots fired in the air, that we might not 
Clippie any of our own in the dark, sent Ihom scampering 
off in wild confusion; but when morning dawned we dis¬ 
covered, to our dismay, that they had carried off in &eir 
retreat all our steers, notwithstanding the fatigues and 
sufferings of the two previous days. Their tracks showed 
the direction they took; Ibut to the view, bounded only by 
the horizon, there was no auueai'ance of tlio’” 
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One counie alone remained to pursue: to follow up the 
footmarks, Whieh we did for about’five or six miles, when 
aularit streak, about an equal distance ahead, discovered 
the . herd we were in quest of, numbering at least one thou¬ 
sand'head: inoluding calves and yearlings.- They per¬ 
mitted >us to come close enough to see that our cattle were 
amongst them, but how-to - disconnect them was the ques¬ 
tion; for whenever we attempted closing on them, the 
wild-cattle broke away in a burst, outstripping in Heetness 
onr heaivy, lumbering beasts, which, however, mingled 
with them again a.s soon as they stopped. We had well 
nigh despaired of regaining them, but, as a last resource, 
divided our small party into four groups, approaching 
them at four opposite points, and closing cautiously. The 
plan, though attended with great danger, succeeded adi 
mirably: we. detached sixteen, which, I may say, surren¬ 
dered’at discretion; being left completely isolated by the 
impetuous burst the wild cattle fuially made, on seeing 
themselves hemmed round by our- manoeuvre.- We aban¬ 
doned ; the remainder os iiTeeoverable, dividing what we 
seenred equally amongst the four waggons, for some only 
goVoiie yoke, while others secured their entire team. 

It w»s too late to resume our route when we returned 
to camp, .so we’ptd; the truants in chains until morning, 
and m^e.'n twilight start, right through the heart of the 
prairie, our detour up the Slough having, separated us from 
the ■ river: a circumstance we felt very inconvenient; even 
at'-that early period’ of the season; for tliough the ground 
was deep and imarshy, we could not-get a drop of water all 
day. We travelled up to a very late hour of the night be¬ 
fore we made-the Lone Oak, a-large tree, which, stand¬ 
ing nlone on the vast plain, close liy a pond of. water, forms 
a sort of natural tavern to the wayfarer., Not far from it a 
Mr; Hariiin has what may be jiroperly denominated a 
dranght farm, without any other permanent fixture than a 
large corral,, his house and head-quarters being about 
twenty miles below. As he thins the-stock by sale or 
ahmghter, he replenishes it from the upper station, wh«re 
he keeps immense herds of cattle and horses;, and it so 
happened that he and; his partner; a young Californian, 
whose name I forget, .-were then , upon a draughting expe- 
peditUm, I was rather surpriseefin the morning on see¬ 
ing a tent so contiguous under thb arms of the Lone Oak, 
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entire beere. As soon os 1 saw the inhabitants of -t 
tent astir, 1 went over to inquire if there was any of t 
meat for sale, when Mr. Harl>in told me had shot 
for their own use, and not to sell; but as they hod mo 
tlian tliey required, I could have what 1 wonted witiio 
any charge;” at the same time marking a portion of ti 
best part of the hind-quarter for an Indian to cut off, th 
would at least weigh one hundred weight. 

After making my acknowledgments tor the kind favot 
I told Mr. Hiu'biu of our mishap, and proposed liirh 
horses, that our men might g<> and hunt the remainder 
our cattle from tlie wild drove, which were then with 
view, .not much over two miles away. Me obligingly sa 
he would lend us his Indians, who would jierform tlie tot 
with much greater celerity, without the same risk; for i 
experienced hands would he iu danger not only of gettii 
the horses gored, but of losing their own lives. I oga 
gratefully tliauked him for his civility, and collected o» 
men to follow' tlie Indians, that we Biq(ht drive tiie oatt 
to camp as soon us they were detached. The Califoimia 
a fine, agile, athletic yoimg fellow, rode out for the me. 
fun-of the thing, and certainly was more efficient tlian tl 
whole of tlie. Indians, who adopted-somewhat similar ta 
tics to tliose wo ourselves ha<l emplt^ed ithe day bafor: 
outflanking tlie herd, hy making a circle sufliciently wi< 
to prevent alarm, preconcerting tliat *• when they got -d 
rectly opposite us, both infantry and cavalry-should ehargo 
As -we moved doivn, they came wiUi whirlwind speed,td 
reeling their course to where they could diseeni foreig 
oxen. lUie Gnlifomian cattle immediately broke away wit 
tlie swiftness of -antelojies, leaving our steers as clean! 
separated as heavy wheat is fi-oni the chaff in a gust « 
wind. They tlieu rode round and gatliored tliem into 
cluster for us, after which we got tlmni' homo without an 
trouble.' 

We all spent the evening jovially together; and as die 
would not talse any return for their services, ite end» 
voured to make some alight remuneration for favours co> 
ferred, by the production of some excellent brandy, whie 
we carried along with us; but next morning, as w© wei 
about hitching up to proceed On our journey, Galifo 
nian friend invited us t# wait for a few hours, to see soni 
sport, as he said thev*intended to lasso and back , one c 
their finest ho'-aea 
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and got a good start towards the herd, while he went to 
make his preparations. As he .dashed up after us, mounted 
on a fiery steed, divested of coat and vest, his broad som¬ 
brero compressed on his handsome brow, the fachw^ tight¬ 
ened round his waist, the riatn\ coiled in his hand, and a 
pair of huge spurs, with rowels large and stout enough to 
mount a small piece of ordnance, he presented a subject 
worthy of the pencil of Edwin Landseer. 

In his first charge he did not get within throwing dis¬ 
tance, ns the destined captive, with about six others, headed 
the flight, while those they outstripped retarded the pur¬ 
suit; bnt when he got tlirough the rear rank ho slackened 
fais pace for a few moments. The horses in advance tlien 
wheeled round, pufling and snorting wildly fi-om their dis¬ 
tended nostrils, ns with proudly arched necks, flowing 
manes, and extended tails, they circuitously returned to¬ 
wards the main body, trotting witlx that grand majestic 
action which, with all our art, the trained hoi-so can never 
be mode to attain, and only faintly to imitate: tlieir eyes 
lit up with the fire of freedom, and tossing their heads from 
side to side with an air of haughty independence. Watching 
an averse toss, our friend, with the quicktxess of thought, 
made his second dash, gaining wonderfully by the oppoi-- 
tunity and suddenness of his start, and, throwing in mid 
•career, effected the lasso.J He was obliged, however, to let 
go his hold, from tlie rapid dart the lassoed horse made 
when the noose got over his head; bnt he still followed 
bim at full speed, until, his pace being somewhat checked 
as he came upon the herd, his pursuer made what I can 
only compare to a dive, without dismounting, and catching 
the end of the riata, gave it a turn round the horn of the 
saddle,§ reining in attlie same time; again giving the spurs 

* Faeha is a silken sash, worn in lieu of suspenders. 

t Fiatn is the rope with which the operation of lassoing is effected. 

t Many people (as I was myself) were under the impression that. 
*‘Z<w»e” was the name of the instrument oh cord; but the latter is called 
“ riata,’' Lotto is the noose at the c.xtremity, the casting of which is 
designated “throwing the lasso.” * 

{ Alt Californian and Mexican saddles are made with an upright 
fixture in front, about nine inches long, called a horn: either a natural 
spur of the tree, or so firmly attach^ that it caimot be broken off 
without tearing the saddle apart. The front of the saddle is made par¬ 
ticularly strong, to give stability to the horn; which is indispensable in 
lassoing wild animals, the strain'being too«iuoh at times for the strongest 
arm. It is used also for slinging the rifle, hr holsters, and the riata, and 
is firequently adorned with a handsome head, cmblematicaljy carved, 
and, amongst the grandees, genera'ly composed of gold or silver. 
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for a spurt, aud soon after reuiing in again: in fact, playing 
witli Ms captive os an angler would with a salmon, uptU he 
fairly exhausted him, tlie noose acting all the while on the 
windpipe. The struggle was a tough one; but, in loss than 
an hour from the first charge, the wild horse wtis a pri¬ 
soner within the coiral. 

There was now anotlier rope put round die animal's 
neck, and by means of botJi he was drawn up short to a 
tree that formed one of the comers of tho coh-al; and a 
bridle, with a hit of fearful leverage, was got into his mouth 
after a hard tussle; but the saihlie could not he properly 
secured until anotlier noose was slipped round one of hia 
legs and tlie otliers were then tangled in tlie ropes. The 
coil of the riata, in this opeiution, was made smaller, with 
one edge placed on the toes, the foot being cocked up, the 
eUier leaning against the shin. The man about to throw 
it kept his leg swinging, mitil, as the horee made either a. 
kick or a higli hound, ho gave the foot a quick jerk and 
dischiu’ged it. 'I'he (lalifoniian succ<!eded iu the thiVd. 
attempt, and managed so to cramp the horse’s legs that 
the saddli! was adjusted aud girthed iqt with a broad hair¬ 
cloth surcingle, inqiossihlc to burst from its ela.stieity, and 
aifurding the rider a place for sticking lu,s spurs in, which, 
together with a Californian's skill iu horsemanship, makes 
his seat next thing to a fixture. As soon as die horse was 
fully accoutred, aii Indian, a sort of professional in the 
Calling, was mounted, the animal humping his back and 
plunging as well as lie could in the ineshwork that snr- 
vuuiiiled him. As he got calmer, he was gradually extri¬ 
cated and led out of the corral, with an Indian holding 
each clieek of the bridle, and then liberated. After a few 
steps, finding tho legs free, he commenced plunging in the 
most vioh'iit maimer, but was brought up after a little by 
a liberal use of the powerful bridle. He then stood stock¬ 
still for about lialf-a-minute, until the rider gave Mm a 
slight prick, when he bounded away witli a mad impulse, 
eveiy few strides making a wild jump all-fours, widi his 
head doubled down, aud tlieii rusliing forward aud kicking 
ont fiercely., At one moment he appeared to have reco¬ 
vered complete self-control, darting off with lightning speed 
over a considerable space, hut was again brought back on 
Ms haimches by a violept pull, when he commenced rear¬ 
ing, kicking, plmiging, and buck-jumping without inter¬ 
mission' for fully ten minutes. Wlien at length he did 
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pause from sheer exhaustion, we remarked the rider droop¬ 
ing forward, as if flfom'fatigue or a strain; but not re¬ 
covering himself with, his usual oelferity, the Califorainn 
rail' up to ascertain the cause, and, to his dismay, found 
the unfortunate Indian quite dead, held in his seat by the 
spurs, some internal rupture having taken place during the 
struggle. There was no e.'ctemal effusion of blood, sufth as 
would likely have followed the bursting of a blood-vo.ssel 
in*the lungs, so that we wens unable to decide on the im 
mediate cause of his der.th. 

Avffeeling of gloom and sadness at this "ital occur! ncc 
overcast us all except the (Jaliibmian; who seemed ani¬ 
mated and excited by a feeling of revenge and retribution. 
Leading the horse back to tlic coiTal, assisted’l)y tlie. otner 
Indians, he swore he would suffer tlie same fate e.r break 
his froward temper,' from which resoljition all our entrea¬ 
ties failed to dissuade him; while, in a.spirit of fair play, 
he even took off the bridle anrt slackened the girth to let 
the wild.horse roemit during the delay of an (-ai-ly dinner. 
This time, in aocordaneo with a snggesti-.n of mine, they 
bUnd'fo}ded the .animal while aiT-’’ .mg his caparisons, 
which, as I- luitieipatcd, ensured Ins pnssiveness: a much 
easier bridle, too, was substituted, and onr friend vaulted 
into the saddle- with all the confidence of invincibility. 

■ The horse gave a few awkward leaps when he found' him¬ 
self again bestrode, and then stood extended in a sort 
oP tremble, from Avhioh even the spnrs could scarce make 
him- move. At length he wtvs got outside by a series of 
nervous starts that showed the terror which possessed him. 
Tim- Californian (having previously, headed ’<im to- i < 
a', oopse of low bmsh, about knee-liigh, wuicti xt .detl 
more than a mile) reached forward and pulltnl the diawl 
from his eyes. The bandage removed, the nolile animal 
gared about for a few moments witn a strained look of be¬ 
wilderment, and then, rearhig foi-ward, set off with a vigour 
unabated by his previous e.xert.ions; Nov was ho restrained 
in the slighest degree, but rather urged, as he tore through 
the scrub with terrific velocity, sods and sticks fl^ig from 
his lieels in showers. lie soon gained the open plain, and 
vrith head stretolied forward, seemed to make fresh efforts 
to fly- from beneath his rider; but natm-e’s energies at 
length began to yield and the pai^e to slacken; his head 
w«s-soon after-plucked up, .and his course directed straight 
towards where we stood, the rider hustling and spurring 
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him as if at the finish of a ritee. Ere long tlie closertom- 
pact stride was changed into a spread, spmvling g^opias 
he laboured tlnwigh the adhesive ground; and by the time 
the J)oor brute jmehed tire” waggons he was run to »perfect 
stand-still, panting and vanquished, die tame shive of,his 
future master, no more to revel unrestrained or gambol in 
tlie sportive wantonuess of primitive freedom; the sparkling 
eye, the curved crest, the elastic step of tlie,])mh'i<*’s pride 
being tliciicefonvaixl doomed U) givts place to the dull, pas¬ 
sive comeliness and gait of a daily drudge. 

W' ’el bout one u •lock, with a iletcnnination of reach- 
tug CusJi Creek, whet, r. J-1 min aiuitwootberrancheros 
have established theuisehes, (!\en Uiough it involved tlie 
necessity of travelling by night to do so. The coimtry be¬ 
came rolling and undiiiuting. covereil witli luxm'iaut ver¬ 
dure, but saturated with moisture in the dips and level 
spaces. A rang j of bliitl's rose betwixt us and the coast 
mountains, along llio ridges of whicb elks and wild eatUe 
roifuc'd about and fed it, uunsuat'>numbers, whilodu the 
low g'-.junds along whicl- we InitcUed the-wild-geese wonkl 
scarcely coi!<o‘-<-‘.aiil to make a lane for us to pass through. 
The hahitans ■ ro all abed 'vhen Ave- arrived; but the noiso 
of our “gee-iug” and “wo-mg” soon brought Ji glimmer to 
the windows and a bbtye O) tlie heartlg that quickly awa¬ 
kened the pleasant music of the steak-pajt: sounds .much 
more agreeable tliaii would have heen the piping of the 
original Pan on the occasion. Here wo-found luilk-galore, 
butter in abundance, witli «lk>meat., beef, -pork, venison 
without stint, aiul a pair of ti-uly pretty girls to shed s 
cliami ove’’ the dispensations- a cliunn eo-exUtent with 
creation, us ])otent, as delightful, but one that came upon 
us with f. spell akin to div'nity, as tlieir sweet and tender 
tones fell softly and suasivolyou ears so long attuned -to 
gniff, discordant voices; deliciously enhancing the kiad 
and delicate attentions .of female .mhiistration, so unex¬ 
pectedly rendei-ed to men almost weaned from the thoughts 
of such social beatitudes. 

The^itweio plenty of swine rooting and granting about 
tlie mnehes on Cash Creek, the first 1 saw in California, 
of an excellent breed and in prime condition, though-left 
entirely to their own resources., -It is a matter of-surprise 
tliat ail the rancheros»do not keep tliem, multipbjring as 
they do so rapidly, un& commanding so high a pnee; be¬ 
sides -which, there is a peculiar security in that kind of 
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property, as the Indians there, like the Jews, have a repug¬ 
nance to the uSe of their flesh, and, therefore, never inter- , 
fere with them; while the coyotes—^whether it be fi-om a 
similar disrelish or a dread of attacking them—do not mo¬ 
lest them in the slightest. Not so, however, with sheep, 
which they pei’secute witli such an insatiable rapacity, tlint 
very few, indeed, undertake the trouble and risk of breed¬ 
ing them. Those that engage in the pursuit have Indian 
herds, who live out amongst the flocks all tlie time, witii a 
species of sheep-dog that is littered and reared on the prai¬ 
rie, and never wanders from his charge in search of domes¬ 
tic tit-bits other than those to be had about the Indian 
herd’s primitive establishment. The sheep are of a very 
inferior description, stunted in growtli, witli coarse wool 
and tasteless flesh; but the lam is remarkable from his 
frontal conformation, never having less tlian two pair of 
horns, and not unfrequently tlnec and a half; ono pair 
standing out in the ordinary way, two curled closely along 
•the jaws and side of the head; the odd one, like that 
assigned to the unicorn, jutting from the centre of the fore¬ 
head. 

The plains about Cash Creek are vastly extensive, plea¬ 
santly wooded; and offer a fine field for settlement, but are 
subject to that dropsical endemic that mars systematic or 
■extensive cultivation. The trail from this point was very 
bad, and our progress not much above a snail’s pace, from 
the depth to wMw our wheels sunk in tlie miry soil, even 
though we selected the highest lines, irrespective of dhec- 
tion. We struck the Sacramento again near the mouth of 
■Gash Creek, where commence the encampments of wood- 
choppers, who continue in tm almost unbroken line all tlie 
way down to the city, all actively employed. The heavy 
timber makes fine lumber; tlie lighter limbs and branche.s 
are used os firewood, which they get to market in rafts.'* 
The former commands a profitable price at die saw mills 
below; a circumstance which has induced many of the 
emigrants from the western states, frontier-mem and ne- 

* A new era in rafting has arisen with the other wondeiPbf Califor¬ 
nia: rafts being now constructed on Columbia Kirer, Oregon, sent out 
to sea, and towed by sailing-vessels along the coast to Francisco; the 
first time such an exj^riment ever was attempted on the open ocean. 
Should it come on to blow, the tow-line is passed forward, and the ves¬ 
sel hove-to during the gale, riding as corcfortahlr behind a raft as she 
would to leeward of a breakwater. It should be observed, however, that 
the prevailing winds there afe from the north to north-west, and con¬ 
sequently favourable for the entire passage. 
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cessarily familiar with the axe, to go into the chopping 
business along Feather Biver and the Juba; the first thing 
that tended'to reduce the esorbitant rates of himber. Ve¬ 
getation, though we were proceeding south, was niuch more 
backward than above, as the laud, more depressed in level 
than tlie river, was longer subjnerged, great tracts being 
still under water. 

We now began to meet numerous carcasses of oxen and 
mules, drowned in the winter lioods; but our last day’s 
journey displayed a spectacle unequalled in cliai’acter: our 
route, for many miles, being a perfect lahyrintli through 
the rotting remains of cattle, which emitted a putrid stench 
that almost made the atoospheiv palpable with the sicken¬ 
ing aboiniuations, and must have rendered those fertile dis¬ 
tricts valueless during tlie ensuing season for cither hay or 
pasture. The carcasses were those of the animals employed 
in tire lute emigratiorr, which, wonr dowrr and enfeebled by 
tiro dreadful fatigues of tlie jorrnrey, were sent orr arrival 
to the most corrtigirous pasture, nrrd, in their weak cort- 
litiorr, were soon engrrlfed in the swelling waters. 

J have already twice noticed tire city of Saenunento, and 
yet I nrust be pardoned for again saying a few words on its 
wortderfirl irrerease itr size and irnjir'ovement, both hr ap¬ 
pearance and reality. Streams of busy life flowed where 1 
left filthy suburbs; the old streets were elongated, the two 
principal ones, which run parallel, brairg corrrrected, at re¬ 
gular and converrient intervals, with cross .streets laid out 
with great regularity, and that frorrting the river extending 
north and south the full lerrgth of the long line of shipptitg, 
while innumerable growing thororrghfiEU’es were indicated 
■jy the scattered houses that stood at intervals along their 
•nargins. All the gossamer edifices of which the city was 
composed when 1 left it in the fall had vanished before 
the frowns of winter, like so many gaudy butterflies, mak¬ 
ing room for handsome, substantial lumber buildings, 
firmly put together, relieved by light balconies, tastefully 
constracted, with fanciful balustrades, supported on neatly 
caia'ed bracket^nd covered with decorative verandahs; or¬ 
namental tracery mouldings twining round the windows 
and underneath the projecting barges, altogether confev- 
ling a graceful and picturesque ajipearance to the whole. 
The buildings are raised oi^tpiles, intended to he suffi¬ 
ciently elevated to place them above the level of die floods; 
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but the very highest were reached by i the late mundatiozts 
which converted the sbfeets into caiials, too deep either fo' 
wading or riding; so that,.dpriQg its.continuahce, ^ h 
Venice, all communication was by means of boats; with 
out, however, a dry spot to form a “Rialto”-whereimer 
cb^ts could “congregate.” 

Although tlio waters hud subsided to their ordiusr 
seasonal level befoixj my arrival, large pools remained un 
absorbed iu various places, into .which all the tioatiugifilti 
had receded, and now, i-eeking witli foetid odours, tlieypre 
sented objects most>repugnant to die sight. Many of thois< 
pools were underneath the houses, serving-a-s receptacle: 
for the slops of tile families, without a chance of draiiMge 
from the position of tire city. Such an absence of sani 
tary arrangementsmust be highly prejudicial to ,the heMtl 
of tlie iuhahitants, who, nevertheless, boldly maintain tha 
the absorption and evapoi-atiou are so gi-eat, that they su 
persede the necessity of sewerage: an opinionil.will.no 
stay to conihat beyond tire extent of .its 'personal effects 
having been nrerely. a bird of passage. 

.The reader-will -remember Uiat .1 'recorded,the portico 
lars of A fete that took place Uie previous fall,'on the open 
ing of the first hotel, conducted accoi-diug to-the usages an< 
requirements of civilised life; but betwixt September, Iddfi 
and February, 1850, no less a number; than seventeenvO 
a similar ch^s, together witlr otiiers of humbler ;pxetsn 
sionl,.bad spixmg Up, and were doing>a.;good!business: 
circumstance oakulated to demonstrate .the .manellou: 
nuirch of,enterprise, intercoui-se, and settlement in - Cali 
fomia. I put up;At,die City Hoteh'from a feeling tbatsm: 
purticipatiou in die opening .feast .eoustituted.a claim, oi 
my patronage; .and everything, I must wy, was well .con 
ducted, except die attendance in the domiitory deportment 
Here .the visitor was obliged to be .contented withitht 
chance accommodation, which was nmst ’unequally .dkdm 
buted,'.and to .keep ta shaiq) lookniut that some'inor« 
neglected and ..miceremonious neighbour did not,invade 
his cell, oariyLug ofi’water, towel, basiu jbrushes: tbattht 
did:not, infect, “leave not a wrefji behind.” .The waako 
lime leads to a drefliifiilmaisance. in the fecilities thus.af 
forded to those odious vermin, rats and mice, , in seeretinj 
and disporting themselves<. In die absence ofimoitar one 
putty, ceilings and fmmetf partitions ore covered with > 
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trouR gray calico, over which they gallop with a noise 
hat at first is perfectly startling, and always annoying, 
ly first night on a rogirlar hedt in a close pent-np room, 
fter the nomadic life I- had’been leading, was far from 
eing one of repose. The componnd atmosphere of fumes 
ud^exhalations was such a stranger to my lungs, that my 
espiratiun ■was quick and int'gidnr; ■while the incessant 
itnnlt of my new neighbours was so perfectly distracting, 
lat when a feverish doze did once happen to close my 
/elids, I started up frantically, under the impression that 
was nailed up in a coilin, and impatient rats running 
ver tlie lid in search of an aperture tO’ get at their fa- 
Darite repast. 

1 must not omiinoticing how gambling-housas increased 
l About the same ratio sxs hotels, exhibiting, the nsnal se- 
aenee of demand and supply. The augmented number 
? travellers, indicated by tho multiplication of hotels, 
•.quiring an additional area for recreation, had no'w pan- 
amoiitums- fitted- up for llieir aecoinmovlatinii. fn vain, 
iwever, L looked over the roofs of the city for some 
nblem of religion; somr; c.xternal evidence of Christian- 
y-', some stately steeple oi- tapering s]»ire reai-ing its hal- 
w'pd liend amidst this crowd of worldly eslifiees; some 
mse or tent where “ two or three might gather together 
tho Lord's name.” No such place existed in Sacrament-O, 
m was there a'regular clergyman of any creed within its 
’ecincts; yet zeatlotis missionaries penetrate with hope 
nongst the mosfisavage Indians. I,et me ask, wasdfab- 
lutc despair that caused them to shun those Christian- 
3d children of- Mammon? The press, whose duty it 
-ould be‘to correct and. improve tliis state of society, was, 
regret to say, sadly wanting in that high moral duty; for, 
steatl of wielding its scom-ge with the chastening sin- 
of an honest reformer, it winked at and indirectly 
jMniraged the leviathan vice, which sheltered Ovety other 
eoies of depravity, beneath its infomal wings. I might, 

' be sure, have-’ taken up a newspaper, and found a mild 
.preeation thniil^-shrinking into the comer of one page; 
file; staring.^out op the opposite one, in tho most flaunt- 
g and attractive type, would Ite a’“ tni« calctilatwl 
sow the blaick. seed even in-virgin soil, nneontaminated 
a germ of indigenous vice, /u illustration of this I will 
py verbatim an article—-a leader—from the principal 8»* 
amento jourAal:— 



17a 


,A SIBOIX THBOUGH THE 


GIU.:n> STROKE OP GOOD FOHTCKE. 

A man, lately returned from the dij^in^s, where he made the re¬ 
spectable rise of five thousand dollsrs, turned into one of those fashton- 
anle haunts where gaming in its most attractive guise is carried on. 
jVfter looking on for a little, his good genius prompted him to try bis 
luck; so he sat down, and in less than one hour won the great sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars; but foolishly persevering, in expectation 
of achieving the fame of “ breaking the bank’’ (a thing, we need scarcely 
say, not to be accomplished, fbom the large capital those gentlemen iu- 
vest in their concerns), his pile became reduced to fifty thousand dol¬ 
lars, when, with a Very commendable prudence, he transferred it into 
• button park,’ and took his leave. We regret to say that this fascina- 
tinglvico is greatly on the increase in this country. 

It is unnecessary to add, that the whole story was n 
wilful lie from beginning to end, being merely a puffing' 
advertisement, for a' “ viilnable consideration," to forward 
llie vice it hypocritically pretended to deplore. There can 
be little doubt about the tendency of the article, or its in¬ 
tent to entrap other miners, who had made “ respectable 
rises,” to yield to tlic promptings of their “ good genius,” 
which, pointing to one of those “fashionable haunts,”bids 
them enter, and win one hundred tliousand dollars, if diey 
can only refrain from attempting the impoftsihle achievement 
of “ breaking tlie bank.” What a pity it is that so " fasci¬ 
nating a vice” should be “on the increase in the countiy!” 
iVnother complaint of a similai' complexion is sustainable 
against the press. I allude to its habit of lending itself to 
the p^pagation of those baseless stories got up by specu¬ 
lators to advance the lot market of some “ city in buck¬ 
ram,*’ started solely with a view of gulling the public, 
causing a rush of miners to the neighbourhood of a new 
rancho, by calling public attention to “ the recent disco¬ 
veries at-Creek, where several leads were found, yield¬ 

ing six ounces to the hand, of the purest metal, specimens 
of which can be seen at this office, a friend having fa¬ 
voured the editor witii the impectwn of a few." The price 
of the fabulous puff, which most generally takes, hipries 
hundreds off from the place where they were making 
average wages, to tliis extraordinary creek, where they 
work their six days without gaining the 'sixth part of an 
ounce, and tlien lie “like yalhne- -,” as they say, to en¬ 

trap fresh pigeons, and get themselves reimbursed for lost 
time by getting high prices for valueless claims.* 

* I must say, that on my retunSfrom the Sandwich Islands, I found 
the tone and character of the press much improved, the ori^nal pro- 
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The general trade of Sacramento increased correspond- 
its other improvements; but from the number 
towns and cities sprin^g into existence higher up on 

river and its tributaries, equally accessible, so Ikr as 
■uglit of water is concerned, to vessels of large burden, 
an of opinion that its pi-ecoeious importance will not 
itinue to be sustained. Goods can bo oaniod nmeh 
;aper by water than by waggon, especially in a country 
•bout thoroughfai’es; hud as it is the cost of cai-riage that 
prodigiously enhances tlieir value, the miner will be 
ibled to purchase them at a reduced rate, exempted from 
‘ necessity of undertaking a tedious, toilsome journey, 

I of absenting himself from prolitable emplojauent for a 
g time in getting his supplies. 1 am therefore per- 
ided that tlie second-rate great citie.s destined to arrive 
eminence in California will be those located at %e head 
deep-water navigation, in as proximate positions as 
^ible to the mines. The mint.'s contiguous to Sacra- 
nto are those that were, discovered first, and having been 
rknd in every shape- and way, they must by this time 

almost exhausted. This surmise, if it have a base 
rest upon, fixes the present position of the city as the 
miost rung of its ladder of destiny. I should }vdd that 
igrants coming by any of the land routes strike the 
rious diggings fiu* away from it, at jdaces whm- they can 
cheaply supply all their wants in tlie immediate vicu)ity; 
ile those arriving seawards go right away to their SOTeral 
stinations by means of steamers, with which the- rivers 
3 now crowded, without any necessity beyond curiosity 
■ stopping at Sacramento. Stockton, on the San Joaqnim, 
mds in a position bidding defiance to comi>etitiou, and 

II assuredly become tlie capital of the southern mines; and 
cramento, situated according to the taste and views of 
.ptain Sutter, will yet bo eclipsed by many cities still in 
ibiyo. 

The increase of the river steam navigation perceptibly 
inned ‘the forests of masts that lined the Icvco of the 
ibarcadero, all tliose vessels tliat remaincid having appa- 
ntly taken leases for life of their moorings, with nothing 
it their lower masts and rigging aloft, and their hulls let 
It as tenements, of all characters and descriptions. The 

3 lr speculation a marketable invSstment, having in most cases sold 
,t to men pos8esse<l of the amour jo-ojirr, devoted to the press as a per- 
ment nrolfe8sioh,-and bringing principle and talent to their task. 
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trip to Fraociaeo, which used-to occupy from-eeven to nine 
days,-bad become a journey of nearly-astmany hours, -two 
magnificent boats running up-aud down on.altemate da)m3, 
under arrangements admirably calculated for the conve¬ 
nience of the mercantile .cotnmuiuty. 

libooked myself on board the “^nator,” a new boat, of 
great power and accommodation, built for the Boston and 
Ualifiuc trade, but whose owners were indticed to hazard 
the dangers of doubling'Oape Ham, that they might have 
tlie first of the Sacramento trade, for which -numerous 
steamers -were preparing. That they-succeeded well-eon 
be -shown by,a few-figures, without .getting into -any 
.abstruse calculations. The evening on which I caine-dawn 
there wese . one hundred and tliirty-seven passengers, at 
thirty-two dollars passage and bed,-which is ionbelow the 
numb^ she,might calculate on in -the more-advanced -sea¬ 
son; -Dut -averaging it at one hundred and thirty ,811 the 
year round,, after subtracting fifty-two Sundays and thirteen 
days^the balance of sixty-five—for repairs, &c. -we have 
tlirec hundred working days, for which one hundred and 
thirty passengers, at fiiirty-two dollars each, give-a daily 
receipt of four thousand one hundred and -sixty dollars,, 
makiiig a .yearly aggregate of one million two-hundred and 
forty-eight tliousand -dollars by passengers {done. Then 
there-is tiie large freight witlr which, she fiUs -eveiy up-trip, 
and the rent of tite bar and supper-table, a -something 
almost beyond -belief. -I could, not get at the exact,ptwti- 
oulars^for obvious reasons; but this j[,was;given to.uuder- 
stand, that" die freight-ond-rent fully coveted all expenses,” 
leaving the prodigious profit of-one .million-and a quiwter 
dollars, or, in round numbers, two huudrednind-fifty thou¬ 
sand pounds, in one Jleeting year. Talk vof Gunard, 
.Orienhd, or Ocean lines if you -will. I-verily believe -that 
dieir aggregate yearly earnings would-not amount to ,d»t 
of this single boat, plying on a river whose tranquil-waters 
a year before had never been disturbed by any ^eater 
paddle than diat.of the Indian canoe. 

Supper is an old and common-place-m^; bot.-a-aupper 
on hoard die “ Senator”—such a one.as J witoessed .mid 
partook of—is .not to be enjoyed eveiy evening of one's 
life. A oonsidefable time before I reached the saloon, or 
imagined that any portion of fii® party could be seated, a 
din of clamorous c^s for doffee, chops, rolls, stewaid, and 
sarse lames, wit-^ ..i, br's’'- 
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>*‘havoc” ha«libeeu “-cried;? ax>d ae I.< shouldered my 
’ in< Ii met many a gnivy^stained plat© t» rnw»«lM for a 
h supplvt and . hot stewards ivith cold steaks hurtyhi^ 
top the mouths of importunate passengers, showing me 
ctically. how- go a-head energy, will carry a man. in vuidia$ 
before its more polisherl prototype could have made the 
nary effort. 

.’happened to be placed beside a gentleman of vast ab> 
-linal capacity, and we liatl for our vis^^ds two others 
similarly large endo^vments, who did not permit a mo¬ 
ot to esoai>e them iinprofitably, as the, barrenness of 
surrounding-neighbourhood too convincingly attested. 
«ile every other part of the table was covered with a 
saicr coating oft edibles, that which constituted our^ ter- 
ay -vsns like tlje tract within the radius of an upas-tree, 
ludcd, blighted, wasted: even the standing decorative 
bes, with ■ their^ cmiously cut paper embroiderj-, in- 
ded- to last for the season, vanished from the scene in 
intervals betwixt order and supply. J.lot rolls were 
rited away with the magic of Chinese jugglers; and a 
!<»es of. slim>biscuit, into the warm embrace of which 1 
destly insertedi a bit of butter, were slipped, double- 
sted, into the goumiands'mouths, like dollars into a 
-slit. Stewai'ds, witli all tlieir steam up, wore waylaid 
they hissed along, and eased of their burdens; and gen- 
meu above and below' were assailed with requests to 
lOve along” the buttej'. or the “sw'eetnin’. ’ My upper- 
>8t feeling was ineffable disgust; hut it rapidly gave way 
one of' utter amazement, as 1 saw tlie nnahated demoli- 
n.of sodden steaks and chops, and cutlets shivering in 
igesded gravy. The table wa.s nearly deserted bdore the 
0 gentlemen on the opposite benches gave up, when I 
je, from a feeling of shame lest the astounded stewards, 
to got concentrated into a group behind us, should snp- 
se-I was “ any connection of the person possessing such 
inhmnan attribute" as the one tliat remained, who, sis I 
tired,-, had placed before him the balance of a dish of 
ops, shaking in their gravy iikme-mange, which he affec- 
mately pulled towards him with the eagerness of a new 
tginuer:— 

The hist cove at supper, 

Left guzzling ^ne; 

All his hungry companions 
• Were feasted and gone. 
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I regretted having left before the finale, and was spell-- 
hound at the head of the stairs, musing on miraculous maws 
and gastronomical giants, a full quarter of on hour before 
he came up, without any pletlioric mdication about him, 
looking as lank and pliant as an anchorite, and with a brow 
as dry and unflushed as if ho had only been after rinsing 
out his mouth with cold water. I have seen some accom¬ 
plished trenchermen in my time; but all comparisons I 
can call to mind, are feeble and inadequate. I remember 
being present at Ascot Heath meeting as a spectator at an 
eating match, .where the victor, in the full flush of con¬ 
quest, offered to “cat any man in Britain for one hundred 
pounds, and give him a sheep a-week odds;” but he was a 
]>ettifogging nibbler compared with my supper companion. 
I never witnessed, or imagined, anything conveying the 
r-emotest idea of his masticatory prowess. Even the re¬ 
membrance of my boyish visit to Womb^cU’s menagerie, to 
see the lions fed, does not enable me to recal any feat so 
amasing as Jiis stupendous performance. I am left to the 
conclusion that the engulfment of the goat, horns and all, 
by the boa constrictor, stands on the apex of abdominal 
triumphs, and that the ne.xt greatest achievement in that 
lino was tins particular gourmandisiug on board die “ Se¬ 
nator.” 


CHAPTER XVI. 

A Fnuncisoo Coantlng*hoiii&-»A Ship converted into a Land DwellUig—Blakn more 
Money on Shore than in her native Elnnent—Marine Hotels and Boaxdlng-lioasee 
^Magnificent View of the Bay of San Frandsoo<*The immense Merehant Fleet 
in the HariKHir—A melancholy Prospect—The Site of the Town—Its novel Ap> 
pearanee—Its picturesque Suburb—Shoalness of the Water alcmg the Beadi— 
Expense of disehaiglng Vessels—Gradual Filling up of the Inner Harbour—Sub¬ 
marine Lot Speculations—Floating Warehouses—Character of the Bifildings— 
Style of the Shops—Hotels, Htrir Bates and Accommodations—Tatems and 
their Vaiie^s—Chinese Settlers—Tlieir Habits—Gaming-houses and their Tiri- 
oos AttracUons—The Vice on the Decline—Probable Causes—Anet^ote—Mottej 
Clroups—Bowling Alloys and Cockpits—Want of Theatrical Taste—The Couite 
and’ the Judges—Court Practices—Dbak Proteetmfs—The Cnstcnn^ouse and Ba 
Officials—Bad FcoUng towards the British—The Quarantine Laws— The Tax on 
Forrigners. ^ 

Wk amved at our moorings before I awoke, and, finding 
'a good breakfast ready, I poi’took of that meal on board, 
very few of die passengers, retiiainmg. On inquiring where 
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landed at a stair-foot leading right to it; and was not a 
little surprised when pulled alongside a huge dismantled 
hulk, surrounded with a strong and spacious stage, con¬ 
nected with the street by a substantial wharf, to find the 
counting-house on the deck of the “ Niantic,” a fine vessel of 
one thousand tons, no longer a buoyant ship, surmounted 
by lofty spai-s, and “ streamers waving in the wind," but 
a tenement anchored in the mud, covered with a shingle 
roof, subdivided into stores and offices, and painted over 
with the signs and showboanls of the various occupants. 
To this “ base use” my friend was obliged to convert her, 
ratlier than let her rot at anchor, tlun’e lieiiig no possibility 
then of getting a crew to semi her to sea. Her hull was 
divided into two large warehouses, entered by salacious 
doorways on the sides, and her bulwarks w'ere mised upon 
aliout eight feet, attbi’ding a range of evcellent offices on 
the dock, at tHelevel of which a wide, balcony was carried 
iwind, simnounted by a vcrsiudab, approacliod by a broad 
and l^ndsome stairway. Hoth stores and oHices found 
tenante at higher rents than tenements of similar di¬ 
mensions on shore would command, and ri.dumed a larger 
and steadier income, as my friend told me, than the ship 
would earn if afloat. Others were not slow in following 
his example, while those who could not get water lots to 
purchase let out their ships, as they swung at anchor, as 
marine stores luid boariling-houses. ^ 

Tlie office of my friend stood abaft, over whei’e the cabin 
used to be, with windows on three sides, and, as 1 remarked 
to him, only suited a person of essentially mercantile mind, 
unleavened by the slightest tinge of pooti 7 or romance, as 
no one else could sit down poring over ponderons account- 
books, while his desk commanded a series of the most 
splendid views of nature and ait that the pencil of tlie 
painter could find to create or delineate under the impulses 
of the most glowing imagination. On three sides lay 
spread out the glorious bay, its shores beautifully diver¬ 
sified with bold headlanils, verdant promontories, and 
shaded inlets, where the streamlets, stealuig doivn from 
the sloping hills, commingle with the bine waters of die 
Pacific; lofty mountain ranges, amongst wliich the aspi¬ 
ring crest of Moimt Diavolo .stands in towering pre-emi¬ 
nence, forming a grand and ^/itriking background, holding 
tlie bay and its shores in'their embrace, like a large inland 
lake; the bread expanse of its Ti*ra’ed hoso-" "''rfir 
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rrfieved by (Jie flitting coarse of small schooners and bai’ges, 
as tbey scttdded and tacked across with snow-white sails, 
and flie- more stately progress of ships of large bui’den. 
More immediately under the eye lay at anchor the immense 
fleet of merchantmen, comprising many of the finest ships 
in the world, in the midst of wliich might be discerned 
tile lofty spars of two sloops-of-war, that took up their 
stations like a pair of stem marine monitors; all present¬ 
ing a transceadently grand spectacle, but one overcast by 
the romembraitse that those splendid vehicles of commerce 
were moored idly there, deserted, rotting imder the influ¬ 
ence of the weather, and checking the proud spirit of en¬ 
terprise that steered them to those shores. 

Outside, rising from the waters, is the ]>icturesqne island 
of Yerba Buena (Goat Island), with its beetling cliffs, about 
equidistant fmm each horn of the crescent on which the 
infant city is built, and smiling with preternatural preten¬ 
sions, sotting at nought all antiquat^ rules and ideas of 
cosmopolitan progression, as it closely circles the ^urved 
shores; heaving up its swelling breast in the natural am¬ 
phitheatre formed by the contiguous heights, the centre 
formed liy the plaza or square which constituted the old 
town in its entirety. Branching off from this, in rectan¬ 
gular course, run the modem additions, ascending the hill¬ 
sides in handsome- rows, until tliey reach the transverse 
terraces on the steeppr acclivities; while on the north and 
south sides, two natural openings between the hills, pleas¬ 
ingly graduated, invite extension, leading to the beach 
above and below each point of the crescent, where har¬ 
bours almost equal to tire principal one exist, giving scope 
sufficient for all improvements that may be projected for 
yeai’s to come. Already skeleton avenues are stretching 
oiti, in those directions, and also’ creeping ai'ound the 
shores towards those wings of the city, wliich will soon be 
full fledged, and spread out in commercial activity; several 
fanciful villas, pleasant cottages, and pretty tents are perched 
upon the steep brows around, looking like so many aerial 
visitants peeving about for a vacant spot to descend and 
settle on. And, above all, on the loftiest eminence stands 
tile telegraph witli outstretched amis, as if beckoning the 
whole human family to hurry forward and locate. 

There is one great drawback to the harbour in tlie shal- 
rf.*'ornd its shore, which prevents vessels 
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pense erf disehaiT<ing means of scows or flat-bottomed 
boats, from the enonnons rates of labour, involves an out¬ 
lay almost equal to the freight. To obviate tins, some verj' 
long and substantial piers have l)oen lately constructed, ex¬ 
tending out a great distance, but still far short of the deep 
water, and only affording accommodation for small craft; 
but their continuation to that point is contempiaUKl. uud 
will eortainly be soon canied into effect, from the assurance 
they hold out of yielding enormous income to the proprie¬ 
tors. The space within tlie area of the crescent is (I am 
informed by an officer of the port ) fust filling up, the mud 
raised by the dragging of the atichors outside being carried 
in by the influx of the tide, rcinlering it more than pro¬ 
bable that in the process of time the lieacli line will run 
stmigbt from headland to lieiidluiid. Indeed, so steadily is 
this natural operation going on, tliat spectilators have not 
hesitated to pur<diase, on extravagant terms, sulimarine 
building lots, not even Imre now at low water, requiring 
buoys to mark out the area of their jmispective properties. 
Intercourse between the shipping and town is so costly and 
inconvenient, tliat judiciously-assorted shops, constructed 
on lighters, ply amongst the fleet, to siqiply thos(! various 
wants tlmt it would not be worth while to go ashore for at 
the expense of two dollars. These form a novel spectacle 
to the eye of the stranger, but a,very vcx.itious object to 
those aquatic extortioners, the fi'n'ymeii. whoso insoleneo 
and rapacity throw entirely into the shade the accomplish¬ 
ments of the “jolly young watermen” of tlie Tower ytaim, 
or those of “ old Wapping." 

The houses of tlie city are principally built of wood, but 
some handsome brick, edifices have lately been erected, as 
well as a few iron ones, and some (fewer still) of stones 
from the coral reefs at the Sandvwc.h Islands; but the great 
scarcity of lime causes tiinlier to lx- tlie great building 
staple. The streets we i-egularly laid out, and are occu¬ 
pied, as might be expected, exclusively with warehouses 
and shops; some amongst which displayed tlx; most at¬ 
tractive varieties of fancy goods: splendid .sliawls and 
scarfs, neat bonnets, lively dress patterns, and delicio^ 
little corsets, ingeniously arranged on st!m<ls ami lines, ui 
the spacious windows, with a skill worthy of a London 
artist, where that branch o^ business has almost attained 
the rank of a science. As yet, these emporiums are driv- 
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Hag marte; but every arrival augments tlie number of the 
softer sex, whose increase will serve to correct and abate 
many of the social evils of tlie city, and diversify its busy 
throng, who plunge from the excitement of business into 
that of vice, in the absence of any domestic attractions. 

Hotels are numei’ous, but mediocre at best, and vary in 
then- comforts and charges veiy considerably. At the St. 
Fraiici.s you get good faro and the lu-xury of sheets at the 
rate of seven dollars per day. The others slide down to 
twenty-one dollars per week, simplifying the fare in a pro¬ 
portionate ratio, and consigning you to repose in a narrow 
bunk, on a mattress of shavings, betwixt a pair of rough 
blankets, that can scarcely be included in the category of 
woollen manufactiu-es; the titillation of which, supeindded 
to tlie voiacity of the (Jalifomiim fleas, is more than a 
match for any amount of patience or fatigue. There are 
houses of refreshment at every turn: the Anierican Tavern, 
the French llestaurant, tlie Spanish Fonda, and the Chinese 
Chow-Chow. Amidst the host of competitors the Celestials 
caiTy off the palm for superior excellence in every particular. 
They serve everything promptly, cleanly, hot, and well 
cooked; they give dishes peculiar to every nation, over and 
above fheir own peculiar soups, curries, and ragouts, which 
cannot he even imitated elsewhere; and such aro their 
quickness and civil at^ution, that they anticipate your 
wants, and of course secure your patronage. 

There are great numbers of Chinese in California, most 
of whom settle in the cities. They pai’tially adopt the pre¬ 
vailing costume, and constitute a very useful class of men, 
quick in acquiring a proficiency in Uie duties required of 
them, industrious, and peracveiing in attending to them; 
they are systematic, sober, and cleanly, tmd when treated 
with proper kindness and indulgence, become attached and 
interested. They, above all others, appear successful in 
finding employment; for you never see a Chinese lolling 
about, or amongst the groups of idlers, as they are content, 
1 believe, with more moderate wages, and unconnected 
with the confederate gangs, who laugh contemptuously at 
an offer far exceeding a colonel's pay. They soon become 
possessed of means, from the simpUcity of their habits and 
the economy of their domestic menage, and do not hesitate 
to share it in establishing thaw coimtrymen, who generally 
leave their fatherland witliom any other resources than 
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alGTords a guarantee for other commendable attributes. 
The Americans seek assiduously to-inspire tliem with a 
hatred of the British, by reprobating, in terms of aflected 
indignation, “tlieir wanton cruelty during ilieiv unjust 
war;” avotving sympathies of tlie tendcrest comple.\ion. 
But those relatives of the sun and moon do not appear 
prone to retrospective reflections, imisent prosi)Oots and 
future anticipations more profitably and pleasingly occupy¬ 
ing their minds. 

From my experience in Sacramento, I was quite prepared 
for the number and stylo of the gaming-houses. 'I’lieso. 
invaa-iably occupy the most prominont sites; and lest their 
conspicuous exteriors should'fail to attract the eye, a crash 
of music is generally heard isstiing from their capacious 
portal.s and balconies, which is certiiin to utrest tlio car. 
Some of them have really fine bainls. as they spare no ex¬ 
pense in securing the best ninsicintis; and I am fully per¬ 
suaded that the charm t)f sweet sounds <niti<!Os many ah- 
horrers of the vice to enter who would iii'vcr otherwise 
have crossed their tliresholds: Inti wlieji i>ni:o the Eubicon 
of temptation is crossed, tind the turrets of gold and silver 
with which tire tables are heaped, glitter, as tiny arc. pushed 
about from hand to hand, on the tnrji of a card or the 
destiny of a ball, the dazzled vision vamiui.slies idl virtuous 
resolves, excites tjie acquisitive passions, 

Aatl those who camu to scoff remain to jjUiii. 

Gaming is follow'cd, in Francisco, with a spirit accordant 
with its pre-eminence above the other cities of Galiforiiiu, 
standing in about the same degree of comparison with the 
profession hi Sacramento ns tlie grand houses of aristocratic 
resort in St. James’s and Albemarle-sti-eet do with tlie 
“silver hells” in tlic purlieus of Ijoicester-square. The 
Francisco gaming-house.s arc never closed, morning, noon, 
or night. Dealers and presidents succeed each other; and 
as yawning crowds disiierse at daybreak, new victims rush 
from their beds to the sacrifice, so that there, is no inter¬ 
mission, ^e only difference bemg that the evening attend¬ 
ance is the greatest and most adventurous. There sire 
various games, adapted to every prejudice and caprice; but 
the game is monte. It is on tins that all lai-go investments 
are made, and this which le'^than gamblers patronise. I 
was myself present on one occasion when a gentleman lost 
six thousand dollars at three steT’-es.. It is. however. ?«- 
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marked, by those qualified to prosounee stidistically, lhat 
wliile the numbem who resort to those “ liells” are uadi- 
minished, the amounts played for are fast dwindling in 
magnitude. 'I’his is a consequence not to l)e wondered at; 
for communities cannot, any more than bodies coq)oreal, 
bear up against bleeding beyond a certain point without 
syncope ensuing; and some conception of flie Francisco 
drainage by gambling may be formed, when it is known 
tliat one establishment, tlie El Dorado, can afford to pay a 
rent of six thousand dollars per month, independent of 
taxes and exponses: a revenue enabling its .proprietors to 
indulge in the most expensive stylo of livii^f, and to set 
aside enormous sums for other speculative investments. 

There are capacious refreshment counters in all tho^ 
saloons, plentifully supplie<l, but with a greater and mOre 
tempting variety of fluids than of edibles: a very natural 
arrangement, no doubt, where excitement is the great aim, 
hut leading occasionally to tlic maddened despair of - a vic¬ 
tim's revenge; to guaixl agamst which each table is proidded 
with its secret amiouiy, which is used without hesitation or 
remorse in tlio event of a row. I savt, at the Eagle Saloon, 
in Montgomei'y-street, a monte dealer deliberately draw a 
pistol from beneath the cloth, and shoot a young lad, who 
was, I believe, honestly seuflling for his stake; and then, 
with the most perfect sang froid, call tlie “ coroner,” ndiom 
he recognised amongst the bystanders, to hold an inquest, 
which actiially^ took place on the spot where the bloody 
deed was committed, in presence of the murderer, a volun¬ 
teer jury of “pals" returning a verdict of “accidental 
death,” almost before the last throb of pulsation had 
beaten. .Aud as the body, still warm with animal hesd, 
was being removed, the blood-stained villain audacioosly 
resumed his position at his infernal altar, surrounded by 
an inhuman crowd, who pressed forward to the game, no¬ 
wise restrained by the consciousness dmt they were stand¬ 
ing in the undried gore of a fellow-creature. Ladies may 
sometimes be seen presiding over the game, exerlsng thnir 
insinuating blandishments to chmnn the young men” 
to their ruin; and every table is attended by a set of ae- 
complices, or “ bonnets," who stake their money on the 
right cards, and move away with large sums, to make 
room for the eager dupes bebipd them. There is scarcely 
a country on the face of the ^obe that has not a del^lKte 
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Italians, Greeks, Turks, Jews, Hindoos, Niggers, 

Yankees, Indians, Malays, English, Scotch, and some of 
the real ould ancient M&sian stock, no longer - hej-edittay 
bondsmen,” but 

Thuniplog, jomplng. tearing, 

Uautii^, roazii^ Irishmen; 

presenting a motley group, that conld not l;o equalled in 
any of tlie capitals of the oldest empires. 

Bowling alleys also come in for a respectable share of 
public imtronage. Another new and successful mode of 
dirartifl//the public is also in opciiition, under Uie auspices 
of a rollicking Eineraldci', in t)ie slmpe of n cock-pit, which 
seems to take amazingly, and pay proportionally, as, over 
and above the admission fee of cents, tlaj pull 

in knowing tlie respective merits avd clmiiav of the birds 
must be a source of large income, round sums being staked 
on the issue of cveiy batue; while, us Mr. M'Cluskey jocn- 
larly informed me, .“be was at no cost lor an orkhlhre, as 
tlie crowing of the durUnts was worth all die money;” arid, 
f must say, clialleuged public attention with signal effect. 
Theatricals wore attempted, but soon exyiivcd from inani¬ 
tion, as will every other’ atterniit at public recreation that 
is not highly seasoned with gambling incentives, so deeply 
is tlrat vice rooted in tire community. 

Persons above all temptation, who lind time banging 
heavily on tlreir hands, can beguile an bonr or two in the 
different law courts, where justice is mlministored in a 
manner that comes home to die meanest capacity, divested 
of all tliat stupid etiquette ivnd solemn 'decorum so rrksmne 
according to British disciplme. I'l’ancisco judges sit on 
the bench attired like other men, and, taking a kaf out of 
Chief Bai’on Nicholson's book, paff tlreir cigai-s while laying 
down the law, on the enlightened principle of “exfumo, 
tlare hwmn." Nor do they haughtUy hesitate to aceonimo- 
date with the glowing butt any of the learned counsel or 
audience who may require a light: in fact, Uiere is a de¬ 
gree of charming republican familiarity existing between 
the bench, the .bar, and the public, which makes a man leel 
as mnch at ease in court as in a tavern, and must be seen 
to be properly appreciated. Law arguments under such 
a system are no longer dry and imiuteresting, but flow 
smoothly along, liberally lujgicated with tobacco juice, and 
ganriSb^ with colloquial episodes that come with a deli- - 
cious freshness uoon ffie ear of a person only accustomed 
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to the oppressive profundity of Westminster practice.* I 
was being thus edified, sitting in the jury-box (no jury 
being empanelled at the time), where I observed a row of 
new pine sticks, each about tlic dimensions of a shillelagh, 
standing in exact order in front of the seats; and finding 
their number amomiting precisely to twelve, it sti'uck me 
tliey were paid, of the legal machinery of the place. I was 
not astray; for a sort of factotum—crier, usher, tipstaff &c. 
—^who wore his hat ex-officio, commiseratingly informed mo 
they were “desk protectors,” which it was part of his duty 
as court-keeper to provide ns “whittling stuff for the gents,” 
who would odierwise cut all sorts of hieroglyphics and in¬ 
congruous devices upon die desks; an operation I after¬ 
wards saw gone through by a witness under tlie ordeal of 
a sharp cross-examination, who cut with an increasing 
keenness into the rail as tlie counsel cut into his cre¬ 
dibility. 

The custom-house department is only remarkable for 
the insolence of the officials, and the arbitrary demeanour 
of the autocratic collector, who, like a late Irish judge of 
punning celebrity, “ lays it on” with » vengeance if parties 
before his tribunal betray flic slightest emotion of discon¬ 
tent as their invoices ai-e assessed;! and, as it appeared to 
me, took a peculiar delight in throwing stumblmg-blocks 
in the path of Englishmen, confiscating Britisli property 
wittiout any embarrassing investigations. In connection 
with this depai’tment we have the board of health, actuated 
by a similar anti-British spirit, and using tlie quarantine 
laws to gratify it in a manner degi-ading to humanity, 
stretching them cruelly when a poor tempest-tossed Briti^ 
emigrant comes within their jurisdiction, who, though worn 
to a skeleton fiem sea-sickness, scurvy, and short ship’s 
allowance, need plead for no indulgence, no mercy, if there 
exist the flimsiest excuse for prolonging his misery. 

•Take the following as a specimen of one of those legal divertitte-' 
mm;-— 

Judge —“Holloa, Mr. Taper! I s’pose you colne here to realise the 
price of them ar pants” (slapping the nether integument on his logs, 
which described tweeides of a .triangle on the desk); “but afore I 
■tnmps up, it would tickle me to know on what math^ematical rule you 
cut them out.” 

Jfr. Tajier —“‘Well, I reckon it would be considerable of a knrloss rule 
as would apply to your cqneer posters.” 

faeetioiu Coumel —“I humbly movewe make it a rule of court.” 

Judge-—" Mr. Proser, go ou.’’ [Ar Ament resumed.) 

t Lately, business has been conducted more systematically and 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

The Post-office—Slow Process of Sorting—Kagern(»& for JntQWig&acG^Letferoitf 

Speculators—Rules of Approach—Hecuoson Mail Delimits_Jokes and Tricks 

—Amusing Occurrence—Effifct of tiie SysU'm of changing Oriiciuls in tli»' States 
-Rouses of Woralilp—.Their thin Ck^iign^ations—Divine Service interrupt^ by 
the Bands of the Gambling-houses—Anouwlous Progress of Vico in Fniuciscu— 
It tinges Mercantile Integrity—Cuso iu i'oiiit—.A woefbl Disappointmetkt—IM 
Property in San Francisco—Invisible Suburbs—I'liu P'uturc of the (Jity—influx 
brings dovirn Wages and favours sinnll CupitaHsth—Indications of a Bacliclor— 
I)l8proportU>n of tho Sexes—Its probable Consequences—AucUonecra versus 
Wholesale Merchants—Value of Money in C^diromia^Pisagrecabilitiea of Fran¬ 
cisco—The Climato provo<*atlvc of Pulmonary Distast's—T)ie Markets—Number 
of I>ally Papers—The old Spanish Prcsitlio ami Fort—Tbo Entrance of tho 
Harbour—Wasborworaans Bay—San Solito—l>c los Angeles—Us Picturesquu 
Position—Advico to Emigrants—A little plain Reasoning—A simple Calcu- 
latioot 

It is a rare treat for a straiif'cr to wuti-ii the procx'eduigs 
about the post-office, after the arrival of a mail sh.-atner; 
and one who neglects the opj)ortuiuty throws away a chance 
of seeing fun and novelty that he ctumot make up for else¬ 
where. As soon ns tlie mail-bags come ashore, all public 
communication with the establisliiiKmi is cut off for four- 
and-tweuty hours—sometimes much loi)g<‘r, if the mail bo 
a large one: a period iu which tho una|i|>roachablo officials 
might not only sort the letters, hut con over their contents. 
During Uiis inlcn’egnum, you cannot even post foreign 
letters, as you can find no one to whom you cun pay the 
postage: a necessary preliminaiy to their transit On the 
evening previous, to tlie completion of the job, notices are 
affixed inside Uio different windows of the postofiice, an¬ 
nouncing tlie hour at wliich the deliveiy will commence on 
the ensuing morning; and so extravagant is tlie desire to 
obtain tlie earliest news, that tliere is a class of men who 
derive a comfortable livelihood by securing and selling (be 
places most contiguous to the windows. You will find 
those “letterary” speculators tolling up tlicir stations at 
midnight on little canvass stools, with tiieir stock of cigars 
and provisions laid in for the siege, sitting in close column, 
as the inexorable rule is that all applicants must be served 
in rotation. . 

The earliest dawn brings to tlie ranks tliose who prefer 
•a little suffering to a small expenditure; and every moment 
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adds Bew reoiTOts, until tlie lines become so elongated that 
the real* extends into remote streets. The mEOfch is so slow, 
that parties come prepared witli newspapers and magazines 
to while away the time; and cates, rigged upon hand-carts, 
move along, dealing out hot coffee, juleps, and sangarees; 
for if you leave the ranks under any necessity, you must 
Ml in behind. A ’peripatetic grog-shop is also in atten¬ 
dance, superintended by a huge hii-sute Fienchman, wi^ a 
keg of brandy slimg over one shoulder so as to come con¬ 
veniently into the embrace of the opposite arm, for tilling 
up tlic different potatory utensils tliat dangle from his 
jacket buttons. The crawling nature of the progress not 
unfrequently superinduces drowsiness; and sometunes, 
when a sonmolescent gentleman happens to get a comfort¬ 
able lean, yielding to tlie pleasing influence, ho neglects to 
close up as the rank moves, when he is passed by and shat 
out—^technically, “caught nnpi>ing”—to the infinite mirtli 
of the multitude, who poke fun at him as he retires with¬ 
out the “latest intelligence.” Tradition informs us, that 
,,in the early, primitive days of San Francisco, it sometimes 
occurred that people, bowed down as if with sickness, 
crawled upon crutchefs, imploring the fortunate leadei-s of 
the forlorn hope to waive their privilege for the moment in 
favour of the “unfortunate cripples,” who, like the infirm 
cardinal that stood up emet so soon as lie got the keys of 
St. Peter within his clutch, became miraculously stalwart 
the moment they became possessed of their letters.; thus 
i-eaderiing the present generation uncharitably sceptical, 
and exploding tire “dodge.” 1 came in for rather a laugh¬ 
able scene, in which the principal actor was a tight lad 
from ray own province, who, when his turn came, de¬ 
manded, in a loud tone— 

“Are ttrir any ietthers from my father in Ireland, ha- 
side?” 

“ Sam, may I be —— if the kurosity nailed to the post 
Kimt not be for this critter. I say, Pat, I believe thar’k 
summut for you here. Would you take a tall figure for 
it?” 

“For the mattiier o’ that, the hde's rather small to make 
a bargain through; but if you come out here in the eith&r- 
mme, instead of t^in’ anything. I’ll be afther giriag you 
such a lambastin’ that all tl^ soretin’ clerks in there 
wou^'t be able to make out yer dkeokshuns.” 
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guvBor; no other aiaa’s fittber could direct a letter ^Toi 
my San in Kalejibmia’ bat yours^” 

“D’ye hear me, yon strate-haired scamp?” retorted Pat; 
“there’s never a jaiir of pistol-shinned Yankei?#, wwiytied on 
traycle an’ Didaay mml, that the same ould chap tmd I 
wouldn’t knock saucepans out of; and (moving off witli his 
epistle) so, hoomy for ould Uvland, ami the sky over it! 
bm(rin’ the jmity rot; and svliere's the dirty, snufflin’ spal¬ 
peen that daar say black’s tlie white o’ my eye? for (in tlie 
distance)— 

I’m a rantia', rovin' blatie; 

or the devil a tiling was I e’er afraid I” 

It may be supposed by some of my readers that I, am 
drawing a long bow about this dei>iutmcnt; liut I beg so¬ 
lemnly to assure the incredulous that 1 am far williiu the 
actual limits, and positively delieieiit in many of tlie strange 
and eccentric details. The crush continues for two days, 
and very often occupies a spell of (bo Uiird, tlie clumsiness 
and delay arising from one of the boasted usages of tlje 
“great enlightened republic,” according to which every 
new president turns all public iepartriients inside out, dis- 
plaeiiig men just long enough in harness to know their 
business, to make room for bis own partisans; gremi hands, • 
who assume office without any aptitude, and pi-oceed to 
learn their duties without a preceptor.* 

There are numerous houses of worship in the city, but 
none of them externally distinguishable as such save the 
Boman Catliolic chapel, a new frame building of capacious 
dimensions, erected on on eminence, whkh makes it ^nhe 
a feature of the city. It is to be regretted, however, tlutt 
their influence is exceedingly circumscribed, if any inference, 
can be deduced from the limited attendance; for whde ttieir 
congregations are so lamentably thin, those dens of ini¬ 
quity, ffie gaming-houses, are crammed to suffocatimi; the 
sacrilegious din of tiaeir crashing bauds rending the solemn 
^tillitess of tlie Sabbath, penetrating to the shrine of wor¬ 
ship even during the hour of prayer; the loud Weatiags 
of the golden calf drowning the mild tones of CbristiaB 
piety. 

The world’s progress furnishes no pitrallel lor the preeo- 
cioas depravity of San fraaelsco. ’I’lie virgin soil a 

* On my return from the sfiidwieh lalanda, some aitproach to de¬ 
spatch had been made, by having a wing of the office famished With 
- rrmbered hoses, one of which every iiermanent resident rested. 
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new setUeinent was not usually a garden for vice and evil. 
There it was the kind-hearted philanthropist looked to find 
the ruddy virtues blooming in a genial soil, in an uncon¬ 
taminated atmosphere; fading and sickening only in the 
tedious revolution of time, as moral culture degenerated 
into vohiptuous letliargy, accumulated wealth moi'bidly 
craving the incentives of luxury, and eneiwating enjoy¬ 
ments supplanting the healthy exercise of enterprise, 
when, with drooping heads and shrivelled stem.s, tliey 
shrank into decay, choked l)y the rank woods of artificial 
society. But in Francisco a new and anomalous phase 
has arisen; the infant phenomenon exhibiting the tokens 
of senility in its cradle, with the gangrene of vicious in¬ 
dulgence stiiining its soft cheek before it is well emanci¬ 
pated from its swaddling-clotlies; symptoms altogether 
incompatible with the sanguine imticipations which x)redi- 
'cate for it the proudest position amongst all the cities on 
the shores of the vast' oceans between tlie Capes of Horn 
and Good Hope. 

In Francisco notliing is natural, everything is forced; 
it is a hotbed where all pursuits are stimulated by the 
fierce, fire of one predominant lust. Tmde or business is 
not embarked in tliere as the lionourablc occupation of a 
lifetime; professions arc not followed solely to secure a 
permanent practice and social elevation. Men engage in 
both the one and tlie otlier to build up fortunes in a huriy 
with whatever materiids they can grasp, to win a large 
stake by any means and tlien withdraw; confounding the 
tactics of the gambler with the zealoils integrity of the 
merchant, until conscience i.s left without a comer to hide 
in, and even common Decency is obliged to pick her steps 
through the mire. 

■ I was famished with a good illustrative instance in tlie 
ease of a gentleman of my acquaintance from Adelaide, 
Soutli Australia, who came up fmm the colonies with a 
large venture, and an introduction to a Jirst-rate house, to' 
whom he handed his invoices, to have tliem arranged ac¬ 
cording to a certain form iirescribed by liie customs autlio- 
rities. 

As one of tlie finn ran his eye over them, he exclaimed, 
“Why, as I live, you have put down the several articles at 
their full-cost prices! ’ “ Certainly,” replied Mr. B-d; 

you could not suppose me capable of sweaiing to a lie 
to save a few dollars' duty?” “Well, sir," said this re- 



gptetable merchant,' “ if that’s your style of doing business, 
I guess you’ll never dig a fortune amongst us.” In like 
maimer, houses claiming the appellation of respectability 
put out their characters to fnictify by patronising any 
scheme or project that promises to lead to proiit; duping 
poor emigrants, who were wont to regard reputation as a 
guarantee, by selling them, with every solemnity of asse¬ 
veration, lota in their nourishing newspaper cities: the 
poor pigeon going liis way rejoicing, on the .strength of 
their assurances, in quest of his property, and only having 
the film removed from his eyes on inquiring, after a toil¬ 
some journey, at some tat tered tents, “ 1 low fur off is tlie 
city?” when he is informed, to liis dismay, that he is stand¬ 
ing in the centre of the capital. 

Lot property, in and tibout Francisco, is, and will con¬ 
tinue for some* time to be vjiluiible lunl in demand, from 
the unceasing stream of emigtants. both by sea and land, 
one-fourth of whom either slay in or return to the city; 
As there are no such things ns empty houses or unteuauted 
stores, those who come with lui iuteiitioii of starting in 
business have no alternative but to ])iirchase a lot and 
erect a tenement; so that, I rei>eat,lot property contiguous 
to the city is for tlie present au improving investmeut; I 
say emphatically, contiguous, because surveys and allot¬ 
ments have been made out to such ridicnlouisly remote 
points, that they cannot i)ossibly come into occupation for 
a number of years, if ever; for you will meet, as you travel 
towards the city, miles from its turmoil, posts surraounted 
with boards, that wayfarers approach to learn the distance, 
but find them headed'with the names of streets, and noti¬ 
fications “ tliat the adjoining valuable lots are for sale;” 
causing the bewildered stranger to stniin his optics in 
search of die outlines of a town, impressed, as he pro¬ 
ceeds, with amazement, and vague notions of earthquakes 
and such like vagaries of nature. 

■ But I cannot refrain from expressing my opinion, the 
question of title apart, that the present e-xtravagant value 
of property in Francisco cannot long continue to be sus¬ 
tained, because commerce and business, which are its life- 
and soul, are on an unsound aud fictitious basis, that must 
be revolutionised to become stable and permanent. The 
standard of property is r^atively regulated by the profits 
of trade, and as those profits become necessarily depres^d 
as the vast appliances of steam open fresh facilities for in- 
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tareonrae and inrasit, ks value anist subside hi a like ratio. 
No sane aiaa could put faith in the eontutnance of a 
lystem having to bear up against the feverish pulse of a 
money-market beating at an average of eight per cent, per 
month, against rents live hundred per cent, above those of 
New York or London, against wages and salaries equally 
exorbitant, witli an exhausting domestic expenditure, de¬ 
spite of the most self-denying economy, and without the 
guarantee of insurance to. cover the rainohs risks of the 
place from fire. - 

Besitles, regarding it in another light, how is it possible 
that a city, said to contain fifty thousand inliabitants, can 
be supported in its present career by so scanty a popula¬ 
tion as that of California, whicli, according to an average 
of the very best estimates, does not exceed two hundred 
thousand, including cities, diggings, ranches, and all; an 
mnount, too, that is gradually on the decrease, as the 
placer diggings—which can alone be worked by indivi¬ 
dual energy and labour—are giving evidences of exhaus¬ 
tion? It may also be presumed that these results will 
steadily piu^ss until the mining operations of the coun¬ 
try are concentrated in a few large associated companies, 
employing machinery instead of manual labour in stamp¬ 
ing and grinding tlie quartz, amalgamations, &e.; to the 
consequent diminution of the population, who have not 
the attraction of agriculttiral resources to induce them to 
settle in the country; for it is a notorious fact, home out 
by experience, tiiat not one out of every hundred emigrants 
either stai-ts wiih the intention of permanent settlement, 
or sees reason to change his mind after a season’s resi¬ 
dence in the country. 

There is a constantly shifting population, one immi¬ 
grant coming with the determination of working hard, 
and saving rapidly for home enjoyment, another returning 
witli the fruits of his labour and economy. At first the 
flood was the sti-onger, but latterly tiie ebb tide is tlie 
more impetuous, carrying along with each receding wave 
a portion of tlie sandy foundation on which this marvellous 
city has been built. 

San Francisco, to be upheld in its present overweening 
pretensions, would require a thriving population of at least 
a couple of millions. ^ 

The steat^influx of immigrants has assisted the sale of 
property, by redwing labourers and mechanics’ wages to 



somewhat of a reasotiable standard, stabling d^e afiaaHer 
class of capitalists to mdte efforts that before would ha>« 
been impracticable. Smiths and earpeuteira, who, aLs 
months previously, would liave fitrumbled at one ounce 
per day, came to be contented with eif^ht dollars; piood 
labourers, Iteing anxious to seeuro steafly en»plo 3 Tnent, 
with four dollars; the only branches of kbour tljat re¬ 
mained unabated in value when I left v'en; washing* and 
fine needlework. Owinj? ti) the dispioporliouate nnmber 
of female settlers, you rarely sec. a Kontleraan using a 
hemmed kerchief, and when yon do, j'on may set it down 
as a sign that lie has some “friends in heaven" who have 
provided him with a helpmate. It is not an nufrequeut 
thing for persons to throw away their shirts and stockings 
when they becomo soiled, even bad washing costing six 
dollars per dozen, taking the larger iiieces with the ampler; 
while good new shirts, ready made np, ean be bought at 
fen dollara per dozen, and stockings at four dollars; a 
figure low for such a ntarket, hut consequent upon the 
amazing stocks of such goods wiili whicli it was glutted in 
the first burst of speeulation. Howe\er. I am inclined to 
suspect that, like the i-ards iu fashionable elubs, those 
articles, after a little mauipnlation, Jind their wav back to 
the shelves of the shopmen: which circumstance tends to 
keep up the stock and depress the pi-ice. But the numbev 
of the fair sex is> sensibly on tlie increa«<', perhaps from 
the fact {which 1 do not assign from anj feidings of disre- 
•spect to the ladies, but as the natural residt <rt‘ cause and 
effect), that, np to this time, seven-eighths of tlie tmmigi«nts 
were lumiarried men, generally about the age when ideas 
of connubial felicity olitrude themselves on tlie imaguia- 
tion. Tims I do not conceive it beyond tlio range of legi¬ 
timate conjecture to suppose that the diminishing numbers 
of young men at home would encourage family emigration 
on a large scale, by stimulaling the veiw laudable ambition, 
so universal amongst prudent mammas, of liaviug their 
daughters comfortably provided for. 

The whole trade iu Francisco appears to rest upon a 
very unsound foundation; for though tliere are sov<'ral ex¬ 
tensive establishments of the kind, shippta-s—^wlio, in very 
many cases, come out as their own supercargoes—^I'ather 
than encounter the awfnl^ charges aii<i drawbacks of con¬ 
signment, take their goods from the ,shij)'iiside to one of 
the numerous auction marts with which the city abounds. 
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where all the retaUers supply themselves, unless when in 
immediate want of an article which does not appear in any 
of the auction catalogues of the day, when alone they re¬ 
sort to the store of the regular wholesale merchant. 

“ Auction watching” in Francisco is quite a business in 
itself, a large class of men exclusively devoting their time 
to attending those sales. Their generally standing well 
with the man who wields the hammer helps thenn to the 
“lion’s share” of good bargains, which are for the most part 
to be bad, with periodical certainty, after the monthly 
remittances, when dust is not over-abundant, and money 
sometimes rises to the startling i-ate of ten and twelve per 
cent, per montli on the best bills. Dining' my stay in 
California, I have never known discounts lower than seven 
per cent, per month on bills and notes of hand, while on 
mortgages I have known as high as twenty-five per cent, 
obtained: and as high as fifteen per cent, can always be 
easily had, most amply secured on the best properly in the 
place; so that business profits and professional emoluments 
may be permitted to reach a very lofty range witliout ex¬ 
citing “ our special wonder.” 

There are two great objections to Francisco as a mere 
place of residence. One of these may be removed in the 
com'se of time, but the other, and more serious one, must 
remain for ever: I allude to the offensive and disgusting 
odoum which perrode the atmosphere, owing to the system 
of surface-drainage, all the impurities of the city being 
carried off by gutters, only partially covered where they 
cross a thoroughfare. This, no doubt, will be better ar¬ 
ranged when the municipal government is thoroughly esta¬ 
blished and organised.* But the quick daily transitions 
of temperature in the climate are above human control or 
amendment, and must evennore render it disagreeable to 
the more robust, and excessively unhealthy to those of 
delicate constitutions; for even during the warmest of the 
summer montlis, while up to twelve and one o’clock thfe. 
heat is so oppressive that the lightest possible gaments 
are an encumbrance, you will be obliged for the remainder 
of the day to muffle up in Kamtschatkan attire, and belay 
your hat with a stout rope, if you care for its safety, as a 

• At my late visit I found re;;ular sewers in progress of formation, 
several having been already npraed, perfectly sufficient to drain off all 
the impurities; besides which improreihents, brick houses had become 
more numerous since the destructive flre^, and plank roads were laid 
down in .all the leading streets. 
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regular gale sets ui, eoBtinuing till night, enmiug with it 
a drift of sand from tlie surrounding hills and from off the 
streets, which inflame the eyes, stop up the, ears, grit 
down tile back, and, worst of all, find tlnur way into the 
lungs, forming j;ranulations there that produce irritating 
coughs, and most generally ripens into tubercles, ending in 
pnlnionniy consumption. Fever and ague, of a very' viru¬ 
lent type, also prevail to a great extent, and U'.ute rhoinnatic 
ailments, arising from tlie hal)it of living in tliose pile- 
founded tenements, which are so carelessly constructed 
that the exhalations from the ilam]> undenieath can pene¬ 
trate through the ill-jointed floors, and imbue the. air of the 
whole establishment. The droarv winter se.ason, which 
pours down its deluges of sleet and rain, is the healthiest 
of all; because the weather, not being so suhjijet to sudden 
and daily caprice, enables the p('o)do to dress in the morn¬ 
ing in a costume that suits throughout th<! day; whereas, 
in other seasons, though a cluingc is neecssary, business 
or indifftirence prevents its being made, thus laying a foun¬ 
dation for ill healtli. 

Good water is abundant; aiid. though tltere ar(! no re¬ 
gular markets, all tlie nocessanos of life can be conveniently 
obtained. Excellent broad is made throughoiit the city, 
and prime beef can always be hud at moderate rales; hut 
the mutton is wretched—only fit to be used in hashes or 
pies. Fish is a rarity, although the bay uii<l rivers nhouml 
with an extensive variety of the best descrijitions. V'enison 
is quiti) a cheap and ordimuy dish, and e.ven bear-meat 
frequently figiu'es on the role of the tavern earle. I have 
iieon more than once amused, on entering a reKtatinint, to 
hear a waiter communicating his order to the kitchen, 
shouting, in double bass, “One roast hear for No. 9;” 
next moment, “Two rare roast bears for No. ti; lui mitside 
roast bear for No. :i;” giving gne the idea that a drove 
of those animals liad been pent up in a huge bakehouse 
ready to -he trotted out on tlie shortest notice. 

There are five daily papers in Francisco, all apparently 
well supported ami cleverly conducted, and all labouring 
strenuously to establish their vai'ious creeds of /Vnieriean 
politics; in which they have so far succeeded that, at every 
pettifogging election, even of the lowest official, every party 
spell is evoked, and all the j-ancour of political spleen is 
stin’ed np into full ferment. 

About two miles westward of the city, beyond the hills. 
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is a ratlier fertile stripe of land, stretching along the coast 
of the bay; towards the enta-ance, at the end next tlie city, 
there is a small fresh-water lake, round which a little colony 
of washerwomen have planted themselves, and a right good 
location it is for the business, as the wj^r is soft and 
detergent, and the margin is girt with a tliomy scmbwood, 
whicli answers admirably for drying. When first seSn from 
the hill-top it forms a unique feature in the landscape, 
sufficiently imposing to confer a name on the cove of the 
bay adjoining it, which is laid down in the map as Wash¬ 
erwoman's Bay. Some garden cultivation has been com¬ 
menced in the same locality, the little streams that trickle 
down towards the lake affording means of irrigation, and 
giving promise of crops, at the time of my visit, w'hieb 
would lead, I should ffiink, to the occupation of all the 
available land around for green vegetables, which were then 
a perfect treat, and commanded a most arbitrary price. 

At the other end of the naiTow plain stands the old 
Spanish presidio and landing, which is occupied by a few 
American soldiers, and used as a depot for military stores. 
The landing is a bad one, situated on a flat, unprotected 
beach, and long since altogether abandoned as such. About 
a mile farther seaward is the old foit, standing on a bold 
projecting point, which, with Pimto Diavolo on the oppo¬ 
site shore, forms the throat of the harbour, ChrysopykB, 
as it is called—a short mile in width, with deep water 
close in to each shore, and no hidden danger or obstacle 
to obstruct navigation; advantages almost superseding the 
necessity of pilotage. There were a few paltry remains of 
Spanish fortifications about the fort, on which tlie Americans 
have improved, and planted some guns, round the inside 
of tire headland, on tire northern side of fire entrance, of 
which Piinto Diavolo is tire extreme tongue. There is a 
nice sheltered little harbour, called San Solito, where ships 
come to when there is not sufficient wind to enable them 
to stem the ebb tide; and vessels outward-bound frequelrtly 
call for water, as it is particularly good. If the voyage be 
ft long one, a cousiderable saving can be thus ^ected, 
ships' water at the city being four cents per gallon. A 
settlemeut has long sirtce beeu formed her-e by a Captain 
Bichardson, who owns the eirtire saddle of goi^ land that 
lies betwixt the high ridges qf lire coast-range there. He 
is so jealous of neighbourhood or enci'oachment, tliat he 
conuot be induced to let or sell any portion of .his posses- 



sions, although he does not use or occupy nearly the extent 
of his territoiy, which is called Ploxa de los Caridlos. 

Opposite tile Bay of 8au Solito, iu a uoi'th-easterly 
direction, lies die island of De Jos Angeles, much the 
largest iu the ^y of Ban Francisco. Its shores are Itold 
around, but oaTue south and west rise abruptly to a giddy 
height. It is covered witli fine pasture, and possess.et good 
water and a suUiciency of firewood, but us yet has not 
tempted a wooer to its angelic embrace. Were 1 to remain 
in California, 1 should choose it as my head-quarters; for, 
over and above the properties I have mentioned, its pic¬ 
turesque situation is pre-emiinmtly atUswtive. It repose* 
under the shelter of the coast-range, and commands a 
most extensive view of die bay. Frem its soudi-east cUflb 
you see through the mouth of the harbour the undulat¬ 
ing bosom of the broad Pacific; immediately opposite, the 
more elevated terraces of the city sweetlj challenge the 
view; and beyond its jutting extremes the southern section 
of the bay stretches beyond the limits of vision, to receive 
the waters of the Santa CUara, on which stands the embar- 
cadero of the cajiital of Ban Jose; while towards the north¬ 
ward is discernible d»e great entrance to die Htrait of Car- 
quines, widr the city of Beiiicio on its shores; a sort of 
aquatic Temple-bar, where vessels, boats, and baiges are 
jostling against each other as they pass and repass in 
throngs through this narrow thoroughfarn. 

Before-leaving Fi-ancisco, I would give a word of advice 
to emigrants—advice founded on my own })ersoual expe¬ 
rience, observation, and inquiry, and especially intended 
for tradesmen and mechanics, who, in die chagrin of dis¬ 
appointment at finding a s-'mewhat abated scale of wages, 
spurn excellent offers, and start off to the mines, where 
they find matters sdll more vexatiously at viwiance with 
the gilded narratives that wheedled diem from dieiv com¬ 
fortable homes. Before yielding to hasty impulse, let 
th6m collate and compare remuneration and expenditure 
with those items at home, mid they will be constrained to 
admit that industiy and skill are still splendidly rewarded 
in San Francisco, notwithstanding the diminution of wages. 
If wages have become more moderate, so also lias die cost 
of living, both still bearing their relative proportions. 
When one was excessively ^ligh, the odier was similariy 
exorbitant; now both have .subsided, yet income and ex¬ 
penditure have not approxiniated uncomfortably. There 
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is still an ample margin, for a man not addicted to gaming 
and drinking, to augment a resen'e fund, should he be 
disposed to found one, without abandoning his accustomed 
pursuits or rushing blindly to shatter his constitution, and 
return bowed down by sickness, without enough to 
defray the expenses that must accrue before restored health 
enables him to seek employment. 

The labourer, who all his life had been accustomed to 
hard toil and exposure, whoso frarao has been case- 
hartlened by snows and sunshine, whose constitution will 
not shrink under the vicissitudes of diet and climate, is 
the in'oper manner of man for a miner. He has shivered 
the rock in the quarry at home; he can do the same in 
California; he has worked in mud and water while digging 
the canal in his native country, and can endure wet feet in 
the vocation of a gold digger. He was never daintily mim 
istered to in food—^he pines not at the rough fare of the 
mines. But take the carpenter from behind his dry bench, 
the smith from his warm forge, and the spruce clerk from 
his high stool, and place them in cold water, with a red- 
hot sun glaring do^vn upon them; let them strain every 
muscle in this novel sphere of labour, rough it on hard 
bread and salt junk, seeking repose on the damp earth, 
and, believe me, tliey will soon exhibit the sad effects of so 
radical a change. 

Besides, steady employment about the different cities 
will ■ enable a man to enjoy more comforts, and save more 
money, than he can in general procure by the precarious 
income of tlie diggings. The average daily income of 
miners, embracing all the diggings, has been computed, 
by persons in a position to make the calculation, at eight 
dollars; which, from my own observation, taking good 
mines and had, energetic men and slothful, good workmen 
and those unused to toil, 1 consider tolerably near the 
mark. Let me next see the number of days on which this 
income can be reckoned on. We first subtract fifty-two 
Sundays, and at least ninety-one days for the winter and 
high-water season, making togetlier one hundred and forty- 
three days; those from three hundred and sixty-five leave 
two hundred and twenty-two days, or vrithin a fraction of 
thirty-two weeks. Then all miners allow at the rate of one 
day in the week for prospecting (seeking new ground), 
which leaves a residue of one hundred and ninety working 
days; from which I might, and should, deduct largely for 
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sickness and other contingencies; but admitting one hun¬ 
dred and ninety days as the yearly average at eight dollars 
per day, it yields a total of fifteen hundred and twenty 
dollars, shelving tliat something over four dollars per day 
for the yeai' rc^id is the miner’s income, la't the mechanic 
or clerk, iu following tliis calculation, also bear m mind, 
that while in b’l'aneisco or Sacramento he lays in his neces¬ 
saries at reasoiialfle rates, the; miner has t > sni>mif to the 
most usiuious exactions; und, after a little sober rcHection, 
I conceive he will fall iu with my view of die matter. 


CHAPTER XVm. 

Chanf^emy Mind al>out Tlsltlng the San .loaqaim Vallcy-~Reasona for ro doing— 
PrevidUng Character of the Country>«Itlcc growing then* profitaide or not—Wild 
Horses In the Valley—Rare Pictures of AnlniatiMl Nature—Colonel Fremont's 
1>«icripUon of the Valley—^Quartie ShraUficatlons about tiic Mariyosaa Histiietr- 
Dr. Marsii’s Opinion of the Vaiky. 

I or.iciiXA].i.Y intended proceeding from San Francisco 
down the valley of tlio San Joucpiiin, and visiting the 
southern as well as the nortliorn mines; hut from the 
various descriptions I roei.'ived from several intelligent 
parties, who worked in and travelled throiigli tliem, diere 
was so i)erleet a similarity in the cliaracter of die diggings, 
the returns, die huhitniia, and goings on there, diat J 
diought there would he nothing of now;lt_v or interest to 
repay me for the journey: nor was diere any variety iu die 
aspect of the country or scenery to attract, dui tourist who 
had already travelled dirongh the valley of the Sacramento. 

The San Joaquhu valley is largely composed of tale 
marshes and low sedgy swamps, so subject to overflowing 
and lodgment that they cannot well be turned to profitable 
account, except it be in die cultivation of rice, in wliich 
employment, I undei-stand, there are some parties at present 
engaged.. Though I have iro doubt as to its growing that 
^uin freely, and yielding hu-ge crops of good quality, yet,, 
from the very low rates at which it is imported from several 
of the islands of the Eastern Archipelago, where land and 
labour are to be bad for a mere song, I cannot bo brought 
to believe that it will ever become a remunerative species 
of husbandry, even diough “gone into” by sheer Yankees. 
Three cents jier pound is tiro price at tlu; time J. write, and 
I find the averages of the markets have been fully as low as 
in South •Carolina, where it is one of the prime products.. 



A srftott ’THKOWtlS: TSi! 


';iU8 

In tl»e higher, or more rolUng districts as they are 
termed, the soil is ,good—^not to be excelled for richness 
by the most favoured portions of tlie Sacraniento valley, 
and some of the best locations have been settled; but, be¬ 
yond stock-raising, the only cultivation Ahat has been 
attempted is that of the vine, which, from many samples of 
the grape I have seen, bids fair to be rewarded with suc¬ 
cess, in so far as the character of the fruit is concerned. 
But though the juice may bo ])cculiarly vinous, I appre- 
hen<l that a generation nmst pass away before any profit 
can be extracted from tho purple clusters; lacking whicli, 
in these degenerate days, the most delightful or utilitarian 
avocation.s speedily languish and cease to interest. 

The herds of wild horses form a feature peculiar to this 
valley. They are of a splendid breed, and up to tins pe¬ 
riod have been suffered to inertiase and multiply without 
interference or molestation, as the rancheros raise their 
own stock, and prefer the trouble of rearing arid training 
them to the labour and danger of catching and taming tire 
fiery quadrupeds of nature's nurturing. I have heai-d seve¬ 
ral glowing descriptions of them, as they come prondly 
careering al)ont a band of travellers, with flowing manes 
and streaming tails, swooping over the plain with incon- 
'ceivable fleetnoss, and gradually diminishing the circle, a.s, 
subsiding into their stately trot, they approach the strangers, 
snorting wildly, devouring them with their brilliantdistended 
eyes, and mannenvring around them in graceful curves, un¬ 
til, after having satiated their curiosity, they rush off with 
the rapidity and noise of the-whirlwind, as if actuated by a 
simultaneous impulse. There is no animal in animated 
nature to compare, for beauty, symmetry, or spirit, with the 
horse; nor can I conceive any spectacle of moving life so 
magnificent, so imposing, as die grand, proud abandm of a 
hera of those noble animals. 

I will endeavour to compensate the reader for my meagre¬ 
ness of description by a few brief transcripts, which, for rea¬ 
sons before adverted to in these pages, may, perhaps, be 
regarded ns ovcr-wamily coloured, mough in the main cor¬ 
rect. Colonel Fremont, who has become a permanent 
settler in the valley, thus describes it:— 

“ The valley of tlie San Joaquim is about three hundred 
miles long and sixty broad, betw een the slopes of dje coast 
mountains and the Sierra Nevada, vvith a general elevation 
of only a few hundred feet above the level of the sea. It 



presents a variety of soil, from tlry and nnpi-oductive to 
well-watered and luxuriantly fertile. The eastcni (wliieli 
is the fertile) side of the valley is intersected by nnme- 
rous streams, foming large mid beautiful bottoms of fertile 
land, wooded principally with, white oak f Qiu’rcm lomfi- 
lana), in open groves of handsome feees, often five an<l 
six feet in diameter and sixty to eighty feet high; only the 
larger streams, which are from fifty to one hundred and 
fifty feet wide, and drain the upper parts of tlu: mountains, 
pass entirely across the valley, forming the Tiilaae I.akes 
and San Joaquiin Eiver, which, in tlie rainy season, moke 
a continuous stream from tlie head of the valley to the bay. 
The foot-hills of the Sien-a'Nevada, which limit tho valley, 
make a woodland country, divemified with undulating 
grounds and pretty valleys, and watered with numerous 
small streams, whicli reach only a few mile.s Iioyoud the 
hills, the springs wliich supply them not being copious 
enough to caiiy them across the plains These afiPord 
some advantageous spots for farms, making sometimes 
large bottoms of rich moist laud. The rolling surface of 
the hills presents sunny exposures, sheltered from the 
winds; and having a highly favomiible climate and suitable 
soil, are considered to be well ada])ted to the cultivation of 
the grape, and will probably become the prineipal vine- 
growing region of OaWornia. The uplands bordering tho 
valleys of the large sti-eams arc usually wooded with ever¬ 
green oaks, and the intervening plains are timbered with 
groves or btdts of evergreen and whim oaks. Among tlie 
praii ios, or open land, tlie surface of die valley consists of 
love level plains, along tho Tulare Lakes and Han Joaquiin 
River, ehwiging into undulating rolling ground nearer die 
foot-hills of the mountains.” 

Colonel Fremont's location in the valley is called the 
Mariposa!^ being situated on a small creek of that name, 
between the Sierra Nevada and the Han Joaquim; it 
comprises ten sitios or leagues square, purchased from a 
Spanish grantee, and said to contain quai'U stratifications 
both rich and extensive; so much so, that a sanguine 
public have placed the colonel in the evor-bt-he-desired 
position of “the richest man in the world." I have seen 
many specimens of the amalgamations from the 'Marijiosas, 
in which the golden particles are so very minute diat they 
cannot well be detected with the naked eye; but die colonel 
attinus that, on stamping and retorting, die rock yields 
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three ounces of pui-e metal to the pound of quartz: ii per- 
centnge tliat would certainly justify tlie enviable position 
his Iricnds have assigned liim, but one tliat will not, in 
my mind, he realized by experiment. However, the matter 
will soon he tested, as he has let off some portions of his 
land to companies, who ai-e now engaged in erecting the 
necessaiy machineiy. 

As a general thing, there are much larger districts of 
<[uartz stratifications appertaining to the valley of San Joa- 
(piim tlmn to tliat of Sacramento ; and in some of these the 
gold is not only combined in minute gi-annlar amalgama¬ 
tions, but runs in rich thick cords and bunches, averaging 
to the full as much metal as stoue. These regions have 
not ns yet been fully explored; but sufficient is known to 
warrant a belief tliat they are vastly extensive, and will 
constitute the gold mines of California long after all the 
present surface-picking is exliausted. 

Dr. Marsh, a gentleman of enterprise and intelligence, 
who settled in a fertile and romantic district near the base 
of Monte Diavolo, before tlierc was any idea entertained 
of the hidden wealth of tlie country, ffius describes the 
valley of his adoption in a descriptive pamplilet: — 

“ It foi-ms a fine itastoral region, with a good jiroportion 
of fine land, imd a very inviting field for emigration. The 
whole of tlris region has been imperfectly explored. Enough, 
however, is known to make it certain tliat it is a fertile 
county. In the valleys of the rivers which come down 
from the great Sierra Nevada, are vast bodies of pine, 
cedai’, and red-wood. The whole country east of the San 
Joaquim, and the w-atera of the Tulare Lakes, is considered 
by the best judges to be peculiarly adapted to the culture 
of tlie vine, w-hich must necessarily become one of tlie pn«- 
cijMil resources of California." 

This latter sentence is one to which I would ftspectfully 
call the attention of Colonel Eremont, and those other 
writers and talkei-s who stand out for.California’s being 
essentially a corn-growing country, because it emanates 
from the pen of a gentleman of a high oi-der of attainments 
and a practical experimentalist, long living in the comitry, 
who, after tiying a lai-ge vaiiety of crops, affirms that vine¬ 
growing “must necessarily become one of tlie principal 
agi-icultural resources of Califo^ia;” the inference being 
evident, tliat it is unsuitable for most other productions. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Prefatory Obscrrations-^Callfornla first DiscoTcrcil—The ColonUatiou ExpedU 

tion—Estabtishinent of tlie early Mluioiis—Tbtir total Number—An Outline of 
tbeir System—Their Success in teaching Trades and nusbondry, and in securing 
the Fritsodahip of Ute Indiana—i<'ratomisaUoii of the d)uuii»rJs rod Indtans—-Itcads 
to intcrinarriagca—The Period from which the Missions began to l><'c'lnc Date 
, of their complete Subversion—Flagitious Conduct of the Government of the Day 
—Those promising EstabUshmunU hasten to i>ecay—Extracts—Form of Govern* 
’ mfmt in Upper California in lb22—Prt^idioa, Description of—Their Strangth ami 
; Duties—The Missions—l^ates of Foundation—Dctaited Account of their Appear* 
ance and Cmistruction—Iiulittii llancherias—Authority and Duthis of the Reve¬ 
rend FaUiers—Extent of the Missions—NunibiT of Indians attached to them 
, —*Nutural Habits of the Indians—Tlie general I'roductions of Uio Missions—Th^ 
establish a Commerce In tlio Exportation »f ltides-*>Inland Towns, thtdr Number 
and Social Dlstinetions--<Anmsemont8--Fccundity of tho -Vthites in California— 
Ports and Commerce—Value of their Exports. 

As the next Imuioli of niy raiiililes lakes a southerly direc¬ 
tion through tlie valleys of Smi Jose suitl San Juiin, where 
the native Culifoniiaii is still to bo found following his 
peaceful pastoral avocations amidst the wreck of his early 
institutions, 1'think a few jirelatoiy icnuuks will not be 
out of place, together with a short extract from an obser¬ 
vant and accomplished tSpauish writer, showing the state 
and condition of tlio country in when Mexican inde¬ 

pendence was tlioroughly established. 

Alta California was discovered in 15 fH by Cabrillo, an 
adventurous Spanish navigator, who eflected a landing on 
the coast somewhere about where San Di<-go now stands, 
and first held intercourse with tlie wild aboriginal inhabi¬ 
tants of the countiy, planting the standard of Christianity 
on its remote and lonely shores; but it was not until the 
close of the last" centmy, in 1709, that it was regularly 
eolonised by Spaniai-ds, the first properly organised expe- 
iGtion having been got up in 1708, under the auspices of 
Father Junipera Senn, I’refect of the College of San Fer¬ 
nando, in Mexico, and conimunded by lion Caspar de 
Poitala, which anived in the followhig June, in two divi¬ 
sions, contiguous to the point of original discovery; and 
•from that period may be dated its eomiection with Spain, 
and Mt^xico, which afterwa*'ds held it in a state of inter¬ 
mittent subjection, until the late conquest by the United 
States. 
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At the above juncture commenced the systematic con¬ 
version and enlightenment of the natives, a Mission being 
immediately founded, about two leagues from San Diego, 
called San Diego de Alcala, and others, in quick succes¬ 
sion, at other favourable points, under the protection of 
prtsidios (armfd posts), until, as appears by a report from 
the viceroy to the king, dated at Mexico, 2 7 th December, 
1703, tliere were thirteen in active, useful operation, which 
numlH)!’ was subsequently augmented to twenty-one. In¬ 
ducements were held out to the natives to come in and 
settle closely around them, those that remained fractious 
and troublesome being chastised and kept under by tlio 
military. But the great majority, without much persua¬ 
sion, came to reside in rancherias (villages) prepared for 
their reception, where they were initiated into the trutlis 
of revealed religion, trained to laboiu on the Mission lands, 
and educated and instructed in many of the most useful 
practical trades and sciences; amongst which that of agri¬ 
culture was pursued with such skill and industry, that its 
products amazed the enterprising Vancouver and tiie scien¬ 
tific Humboldt. Grain sufficient for their wants was raised 
froih the soil by the aid of irrigation; vegetable husbandry, 
by the some means, yielded a supembundance; fruitful 
orchards crowded wiffi every variety of tropical fruit, teem¬ 
ing vineyards with profuse clusters of the finest flavoured 
grapes, and large thriving herds of imported breeds, sur¬ 
rounded the establishments of the holy fatlrers, who, by 
titeir suavity and benevolence, so attached tlrose children 
of nature to them, that they ruled and controlled them 
wilhout the exercise of any irksome restraint. They gradually 
extwrded the sphere of then-influence until tire whole length 
«md breadth of the country came within their gentle sway, 
inducing the natives in the most remote fastnesses to for¬ 
sake their savage haunts and habits, in order to participate 
in the benefits of the new order of things. The aborigi¬ 
nes confonned so readily to Spanish customs, and became 
so socially amalgamated, that the new lay-settlers did not 
hesitate to strengthen the chain of connection by frequent 
intermarriages, the more especially as, at the commence¬ 
ment, there was little, if any, female immigration from the 
vld country. 

The march of progressive civilisation and improvement 
received its first check on the declaration of Mexican inde¬ 
pendence, when, with the officious zeal peculiar to most 
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revolutionary govenimenta, the new Mexican mlers called 
in question the nature and extent of Mission grants, arro¬ 
gating a power of interference, and a temper, at once incon¬ 
sistent witli their original ri^ts and immunities and the 
continuous profqierity of those institutions. The revereml 
fathers bore up against those usurpations and uijurieswitli 
tnily Christian fortitude and forbearance, submitting witli 
uncomplaining resignation to the most wanton acts of spo¬ 
liation, which alienated from them the fairest portions of 
their reclaimed domains. Nor did tliey almte in the 
slightest their philanthropic labours until 188(1, when one 
of the many internal revolutions and political clumges of 
government occurred, bringing in its train a series of fresh 
changes and innovations, whicli sanctioned the destruction 
of the Mission establishments, by tlio arbitrary secularisa¬ 
tion of their lands and tenements, and even die peremp- 
toiy distribution of their cattle and stores. A corrupt and 
degenerate government pensioned its local minions and 
rapacioiw partisans by countenancing and enforcing this 
system of wholesale plunder and devastation, as unjust as 
it was impolitic; for the reverend fathers, seeing tliey could 
make no heail against the nefarious current, fVir tlic most 
part retired from die countiy, or abandoned their smiling 
establishments, which, from being model hives of indpstiy 
and order, soon began to decay and relapse into dieir origi¬ 
nal state of barrenness; die Indian neophytes retui’ning to 
primitive barbarism, and even die ijeiy temples of God 
[larticipating in the universal and deplorable decay. 

The following are the extracts alluded to in die early 
part, of die chapter, which will be fonnd to blend illustra¬ 
tively with the experiences of my short tour in the pastoral 
regions of California, and convey as full a .summary of die 
histoiy of the countiy as may sadsfy the general reatler; 
for its earliest historical epoch may be strictly said to date 
/roni the founding of the firat Mission, unless we go iMiek 
to barbaric traditions and superstitions:— 

“ Upper California, on account of its small population, 
not being able to become a State of die gi'cat Mexican 
Ilepublic, takes the character of a teiritory,' the govern¬ 
ment of whieli is under the charge of a commandant^ 
general, who e.xercises the charge of a superior political 
chief, whoso attributes defend entirely upon tne President 
of the Republic and the General Congi’ess; but to amplify 
the legislation of its centre, it has a dejiutation made up 
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of seven voeols, the half of these individuals being removed 
every two years; the superior political chief presides at 
their sessions; the inhabitants of the territoiy are divided 
amongst the presidios, Missions, and towns. 

“ The necessity of protecting the apostolic predication 
M as the obligatory reason for forming tire presidios, which 
Avere established according to circumstances. That of San 
Diego M'as the first—Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San 
Francisco afterwards; tire forms of all of them ai’e nearly 
the same—and tliat is, a square containing about two him- 
dred yards on each point, formed of a weak wall made of 
mud bricks: its height may be four yai-ds in the interior 
of tire square, and built on to some wall; in-it8»entire 
circumference are a chapel, storehouses, and houses for the 
commandant, officers, and troops, having at the entrance 
of the presidio quarters for a corps de garde. 

“ These buildings in the presidios, at the first idea, ap¬ 
pear to have been sufficient, tlie only object being for a 
defence against a surprise from the Gentiles, or wild 
Indians, in the immediate vicinity; but this cause having 
ceased, I believe they ought to be demolished, as they are 
daily threatening a complete ruin, qnd, from the very limited 
spaces of.habitatiou, must be very incommodious to those 
wiio_^ inhabit them. As to the exterior of the presidios, 
several private individuals have built some very decent 
houses, and having evinced great emulation in this branch 
of business, I have no doubt tliat in a short time we shall 
see veiy considerable towns in California. 

“ At the distance of one, or, at most, two miles from the 
presidio, and near to the anchoring-ground, is a fort, which 
has a few pieces of artillery of smtdl calibre. The situation 
of the most of them is veiy advantageous for the defence 
of the port, though the form of the walls, esplanades, and 
other imperfections which may be seen, make them very 
insignificant. 

“ The ba,ttalion of each presidio is made up of eighty dr 
more horse-soldiers, called cueros; besides these, it has a 
number of auxiliary troops, and a detachment of artillery; 
the commandant of each presidio is the captain of its re¬ 
spective company, and besides the intervention, military 
and political, he has charge of all things relating to the: 
marine department. 

“ The Missions contained in the territory are twenty-one. 
They were built at different epochs; that of San Diego,. 
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being the first, was built in 1760: its distance from the 
presidio of the same name is two leagues. The vest were 
built successively, according to circiimstanees'Hiul necessi¬ 
ties; the last one was foninled in the year iwti, nndei’ the 
name of San Francisco Dolores, innl is the most northern 
of them alL 

“ The edifices in sonie of the Missions arc more ten¬ 
sive tlian in others, bnt in form Ihty uvo o.sivly ah equal; 
they are fabricated of nuid-bri(dis, and the di\isions an,' 
according to necessity. In all of them may be found com¬ 
modious habitations for tho ministei-s, storehouses to kticp 
their goods in, proportional granaries, otllees for .soap- 
makers, weavers, blacksmiths, and large parterres, and 
horse and cattle pens, inde])eiident apartments for Indian 
youth of each sex, and all siu'h oHici's as were iiecessaiy 
at tlie time of its institution; contiguous to. and coinnnmi- 
eating with the former, is a ehurcli, forming a part of the 
edifices of each Mission. They are, all very proportionable, 
and ornamented with tn’ofnsion. 

“ The Indians resiiU.! about two huiidred yards distant 
from the ahove-montioned edifice; this place is enlled the 
‘ Ilancheria.’ Most of the Missions are nnwh- tij) of very 
reduced quarters, built with mud bricks, I'onning streets; 
while in other.s the Indians have been idlowcd to follow 
tlieir primitive custom,s, (heir dwellings being a sort of huts 
in a conical shajtc, wliicli, at the most, do not exceed four 
yards in diameter, and the top of the cone may l>e elc'vatod 
three yards, 'i’hoy arc built of rough sticks, covered with 
bulrushes or grass in such a manner as to completely pro¬ 
tect the inhabitants from all the iuctemencies of the wea¬ 
ther. In my opinion, these rancherias aro the most 
adequate to tho natural unclcanliness of the Indians, as 
the families often renew them, Inmiing the old ones, and 
immediately building otliers with the greatest facility, (.)p- 
posite tho ranchi'i-ias, atid near' to the Missions, is to be 
mund a small garrison, with proportionate resnus f<,ir a cor¬ 
poral and five soldiers, with their families. This small 
gaiTison is quite sufficient to prevent any att.emi)t of the 
Indians from taking elicct, there having been some exam¬ 
ples made which cause the Indians to respect tliis small 
force. One of these piquets in a Mis-.ioii lias a doidile 
object besides keeping the Indians in subjection; they mu 
post with a monthly correspondence, Oi- with any cxti'aor- 
dinaries tJiat may be necessary for govomnieiit. 
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“All the Missions in this California are under the 
charge of religious men, of the order of San Francisco; 
at the present time their number is twenty-seven, all of an 
advanc^ age. Each Mis.sion has one of these fathers for 
its administrator, and he holds absolute authority. The 
tilling of the ground, tlie gathering of the han'est, the 
slaughtering of cattle, the weaving, and eveiytlung tlrat 
concerns the Mission, are under the direction of the fathers, 
without any other person interfering in any way whatever; 
so that, if one Mission has Uie good fortune to be superin 
tended by an industrious and discreet padre, tlie Indians 
enjoy in abundance all tlie real necessaries of life. At the 
same time die nakedness and misery of any one Mission 
are palpable proofs of the inactivity of its director. The 
Missions extend their possession from one extrepity of 
the territory to the other, and have made the limits of one 
Mission from tliose of another. Though they do not re¬ 
quire all this land for agriculture ond.the maintenance of 
their stock, they have appropriated the whole, always 
strongly opposing any individual who may wish to setde 
himself or his family on any piece of land between them; 
but it is to be hoped, from the new system of legislation, 
tmd the necessity of augmenting private property, tliat the 
‘ people of reason’ will cause tlie government to take such 
adequate measures as will conciliate tlie interests of all. 
Amongst all die Missions, there are from twenty-one 
diousand to twenty-two thousand Catholic Indians; but 
each Mission has not an equal or proportionate share in 
its congregation: some have three thousand or four thou¬ 
sand, while others have scarcely four hundred; and at this 
diflference may be computed die riches of the Missions in 
proportion. Besides the number of Indians already spoken 
of, each Mission has a number of Gentiles, who live 
chiefly on the farms annexed to the Missions: the number 
of diem is undetermined. 

“ The Indians are naturally filthy and careless, and tiieir 
understanding is-very limited in the small arts; they are 
not deficient in ideas of imitation, but they never will be 
inventors. Their due character is that of behig revenge¬ 
ful and timid; consequently they are very much addicted 
to treachery. They have no knowledge of benefits re¬ 
ceived, and ingi-atitude is common amongst them. The 
education they receive in their infancy is not the proper 
one to develope their reason, and if it were, 1 do not be- 



lieve them capable of any good irapressiou. All these 
Indians, whether from the continual use of the sweat- 
house, or from their filthiness, or the litiJo ventilation in 
their habitations, ai'o weak and enenated. Spasms and 
rhciunatism, to whicli tliey aj-e so nuicli subject, are the 
consequences of then* custonts; but what most itijnres 
them, and prevents propagation, is an imported disease, 
Avhich most of thorn have very strongh, clearly proving 
that their humours are predisposed to receiving the impres¬ 
sions of that contagion. From this reason may be deduced 
the enoi-mous difference between tl»e births and deaths, 
which, without doubt, is one-tenth per year in favour of the 
latter; but the missionaries do all in their power to prevent 
this, widi respect to the catechnmens situated near them. 

“The general productions of the IMissions are the breed 
of the larger chtss of cattle,sheep, and horses; wheat, maize 
or Indian coni, beans, pca-s, and other vegetables; thou^ 
the productions of the Missions situated more to tlie soudi- 
ward aro more extensive, tliese producing die grajie and 
olive in great abimdtuice. Of all these articles of produc¬ 
tion, die most lucrative are the lai-ge cattle, their hides and 
tallow affording an active commerce with foreign vessels on 
diis coast, this being die only means die inhabitants, mis¬ 
sionaries, and private individuals, have of su)>plying their 
actual necessities. For this reason they give tJiis branch all 
the impulse they possibly can, and on it gonei-ally place all 
dieir attention. 

“It is now six yeiu’s since diey began to gaUier in hides 
and tallow for commerce. Formerly diey merely took core 
of as many, or as much, as they required for their own pri¬ 
vate use, and the i-est was thrown away as useless; but at 
tills tune, the actual number of hides sold annually, on 
board of foreign vessels, amount to thirty diousand or forty 
thousand, and about die same amount of arrobas (twenty- 
five pounds) of tallow; and in pui’suing their present me¬ 
thod, there is no doubt but in diree or four years the 
amount of die exportation of each of these articles will be 
doubled. Flax, linen, wuie, olive-oil, gi-oin, and other agri¬ 
cultural productions, would he more extensive if there 
were stimulants to excite industry; hut diis not being tho 
case, thex-o is just grain enough sown mid reaiied lor the 
consumption of die iiiliahitouts in the tenitoiy. 

“The towns contained in the district arc*, three, the most 
populous being that of Angeles, which has about twelve 
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hundred souls; that of St. Joseph’s of Guadalupo may 
contain six hundred; and the village of Branciforto, two 
hundred. They are all formed imperfectly, and without 
order, each person having built his own house on t.lir ‘■ not 
he thought most convenient for himself. The fti-st of tic io 
pueblo's is governed by its coiTCsponding bodv of nun:;.', 
trates, composed of an ahavlde, or judge, four regidoi n 
municipal officers, a syndic, and Isecretary; the second, • 
an alcalde, two regidoros, a syndic, and secretary; ami tb 
third, on account of the smallness of its population, is 
ject to the conimandancia of Monterey. 

“The inhabitants of the towns are white, and, to distin¬ 
guish them from the Indians, are mlgarly called people of 
reason. The number of these contained in the territory 
may be nearly five thousand. Theso families are divided 
among the pueblos and presidios; they are nearly all the 
descendants of a small number of individuals wlio came 
from the Mexican countiy—some as settlere, others in the 
service of the army—aC(^ompanied by their wives and some 
few foreigners. lu the limited space of little more than 
fifty years the present generation has been foimod. 

“The whites are in general a robust race, healthy .and 
well made. Some of them are occupied in bree<ling and 
raising cattle, and cultivating small quantities of wheat 
and beans; but for want of sufficient land, for which they 
cannot obtain a rightful ownership, and th'' difficulties of 
irrigatioTi, their labours are. very limited, turners dedicate 
fliemselves to the s^Tvico of arms. All the presidial com¬ 
panies are composed of natives of the countiy, but the most 
of them are entirely indolent, it being very rare for any 
individual to strive to augment his fortune. Dancing, horae- 
Tiding, and gambling, occupy all their time. The'arts are 
entirely unknown, ami I am doubtful if Ihere is any one 
individual who exercises any trade. Veiy few underetand 
letters, and only the simple sciences are practised amongst 
fhem. 

“ The fecundity of the people of reason is extreme. It is 
veiy rare to find a manied couple with less than five or six 
children, while there .arc hundreds who liave from twelve 
to fifteen. Very feiv of tlicm die in their youth, and on 
reaching a moderate age, are sure to see their grand¬ 
children. The age of eighty and one hundred has always 
been common in this climate Most infirmities arc un¬ 
known amongst them, and tlie freshness and robustness of 
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tlic people showtlie beneficial inflnonees of the climate; 
the women, in 2)arficuhn’, have always the I'oses stamped 
on their cheeks. I'his beantiful species are, without doubt, 
tlie joosi ai'tive mnl laborious, i;x( reisinj^ all their vijiilanoe 
in till Imies of the house, (be cleanliness of tlieir children, 
aiel .11 • i;!!!'!!! to their hiisbands, dedicating all I heir leisure, 
o.'.niei !•'> some kind of occupation that maybe u.seful 
I'WC- eir maintenance; tbeir elodiing i* alv.a vs clean 
tud -u. nakedness being emircly nnkuowu among 
"itiioi s. .. 

“'I'e' ro are four ports, jn'ine.ipal bays, in tliis teiTitory, 
whi. ii rake die iiiiiuo.s of tb<- corn sjnnidiiig presidios. The 
be.st g lardeti . (bat of San J.iie(.,^ rbar of San l'’rancisco 
has many .advantages: Santa li.ii-icira is but middling in the 
b ;sr. I'iirts, at oine. times always bad. liesiilcs tbo above- 
O’;ii.lolled iii’ieoi- vessels soiiieiiiiics ocliov at. Santa Cinz, 
Sn.il I.ei.s ( bi-ijK) ' Refugio, Sail I'edro, and San Juan, 
tiiat tlicy nicy oti.am tlic proilue,...oiis ot llic Missions 
nearest these last-nieiitioned pliu-es: but, from an oinler 
sent by the minister of war, and cu cnlalcd by (.he e.oiii- 
lUimclant-geiieral. we aivv given to uiidi rsfaiul that no 
foreign vessel is jicniiittcd to anchor at any of ihese places, 
Monterey only excepted. 'I'lio coniniaialaut-gcneral has 
allowed tho firet three principal ports to renmiii open 
provisionally: were it not .•'O there would undoubtedly be 
sm end to all commerce wiili California, sm i will (jiiickly 
show, ^ 

“The only motive tluit iuduoos foieign vessels to v’sit 
this coast is for the bides and tallow wliii b they bar er for 
in the territory. It is ivell known that in any ol’ tliese ports 
there is no possibility of realising any money, for here, it 
docs not circulate: the goods iiniiorted by the foreign ves¬ 
sels are intended to facilitate tlie purchase of the aforesaid 
articles, it being known tliat the Missions have no iutere-st 
in money, but rather such goods as are ncecssiuy for the 
IrUdians; so that several persons who have brought goods 
to sell for nothing but money, have not been able to sell 
them. It will appear very e.vtraordinary that money should 
not be appreciated in a country where its value is so well 
known; but the reason may be easily perceived by attend¬ 
ing to the circumstances of the territory. 

“ The quantity of hides gtuhered annually is about thirty 
thousand or forty thousand, and the annhas of tallow, with 
very little difierence, will he about the same. Averaging tiie 

0 
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piiee of each article at two dcdlars, we siiall see tliait the in¬ 
trinsic value in annual circulation in California is one hun¬ 
dred and forty thousand dollars; this sum, divided between 
twenty-one Missions, will give each one six tliousand sue 
hrmdred and sixty-six dollars. Supposing die only pro¬ 
duction of the country converted into money, with what 
would tlie Indians bo clothed, and by what means would 
they be able to buy a thousand other necessaries? Money 
is useful in amplifying speculations; but in Caliibmia, ns 
yet, there are no speculations, and its productions are bai’ely 
sufficient for ^he absolute necessary consumption. The 
same comparison may be made with respect to private in¬ 
dividuals, who are able to gather a few hides and a few 
arrobas of tallow, tliese being m small quantities.” 


CHAPTER XX. 

Start for San Jos6—Doseription of the Steamer—Uncomfortable ** Fix**—The Phs- 
■^{e^Appaaranee of tlie rasMagers In the SSorBing—Aspect of the Country—. 
l!be JSmbaroadero—A Tanicae Version of the NavijpUion litmu-Tho Pli^nii to 
; tha Fuflliio—Outskirts of the CapHal—-The Capital itself—The Catholic Chap^E— 
The Easter Ksstiv^—<Bow it is colobrated—Easter Sunday Morning—The Spa- 
i^h Carreta—Spanish Fashions, Customs, and Costumes—The Congregation- 
Beauty of the Females—The Men look a Mixed Breed—Introduced to an Irish 
Oentleman--Mcet some old Acquaintances—Number of Irish Settlers in the Valley 
—Tbrir gr«it and naiform Frospodty—Curious Enigma—English and Scotch 
Bettters. 

I OBicuiUi.LT intended travelling by land to Ban Jose, as I 
expected the company of an'agreeable friend, familiar witli 
tile route; but as he was detained by a sudden call of busi¬ 
ness, I chose tile water as the more preferable mode of 
Teaching it, there being a small steamer on the station; 
not, ind^d, very attractive in appearance or accommoda¬ 
tion, for she was shaped more like a vat than a boat; pro¬ 
pelled by a wheel aft the rudder; the maehiner}', boiler and 
all, standing right in the centre of the only apartment she 
contfuned, where tiie whole of the passengers were hud¬ 
dled together, broiling with tiieir own animal heat and that 
of tile fumace, breathing an atmosphere of escaped steam 
and grease, and in constant bodily danger of being lugged 
in azooBgst the wheels, cranks, and pistons. Tidrty dollars 
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was the fare; and after filling her antil tiiere was no more 
standing room, we found she was so fast agi'ound tibsit we 
should be compelled to wait till next tide. As we -oonld 
not land, tire water being so shallow about us tliat no boats 
could approach, and no one s<Himed disposed for a bout at 
mud-larking, there w)is nottiing for it but patience, resigna¬ 
tion, and the pastime of relieving legs for six hours, whidi 
was not very agreeable, as might be conjeciured innn the 
tact that ■ tlie vessel took a list, wlifadi made our footing 
somewhat precarious. The few seats on board were occu¬ 
pied by ladies, who constituted tMvava; vivam of a series 
of individual satires on the lady who sat ou the monument. 

Had we been enabled to start in the inoming, we would 
have had daylight with us to our destination; but os it was, 
tlie shades of evening ejiveloped us in their soi^bre veil be¬ 
fore we got half-way down tlie hay; the lower i>art of which 
is so studded with shoals that we had to grope our way 
.slowly, with tlio lead (>vcr each bow. until we got to the 
mouth of the river—a narrow, tortuous stream, where the 
cun-ent with the ebb was nearly a mati-.h for our horse¬ 
power; so tliat tlio nine miles to tlie emban^adem occu¬ 
pied us nearly as many hours in accomplishing it. I never 

K orc endured so much fatigue,, of so unusual a nature; 

ading twenty hours without room to stieef.e or draw a 
full inhalation; and ns the moniing's sun revealed the 
aspect of the group, 1 think 1 never within the some coin- 
jMtss saw so many woe-begouo. visages, grimy and greasy to 
an extent that <dmost puzzled identification. 1 sincerely 
felt lor the embarrassment of the ladies, who were evi¬ 
dently suffering in the throes of exposure, rightly conjec¬ 
turing that the delicate tints of their velvet cheeks had 
contracted the hue of the filthy varnish, which was nowise 
improved by the neiwons application of cambric. 1 liavo 
remaAed ladies as they emerged from the gaseous glare of 
the ball-room into the clear critical light of day: but the 
cimplexional transfusion on board the steamer outdid all 
comparison. 

The country on each side of tlie river (the Santa €latu) 
up to the embarcadero is low, and covered with tide, 
scarcely famishing a patch of pasture the entire way. 
Nevertheless, its di'earine.ss was rdieved by the scenery in 
the background, where the green verdure of wild oaits and 
barley decked the mountains to their sinnmits, and dtaaek 
ravines-, wdode'd with fine timber, intersected thftlr sides. 
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mdrkini^ the couwe of the waters that hurry down them in 
the rainy season. At the point of debarcation, the river, 
at low water, is barely wde enough for two ships to lie 
alongside each other; and, ns usual, thei'e is a town laid 
out there, with its lines -of embryo streets and squares 
ostentatiously indicated. But speculation had not taken 
root in building, beyond some half-do/en houses. The prin¬ 
cipal trade of the place is storage-vending, boarding and 
lodging being vexatiouslv engrossed by an old British ship 
belonging to Belfast, whicliAvas towed up, dismantled; and 
though not exactly fifed up in the style of Trajan’s palace, 
on the Lake of Nemi, still so far excelled the establish¬ 
ments on shore in comfort and accommodation, that she 
left them without a customer: a piece of monopoly so pro¬ 
voking to Yankee cupidity, that they applied to the autho¬ 
rities for an injunction to restrain her proprietors from 
carrying on business on board of her, on tlie score tliat it 
was an infraction of the navigation laws; and it would not 
surprise me one whit if the executive ban were placed on 
this “ sheer hulk,” embedded iu the mud, without either 
mast or rudder, as British subjecte are sure to have a free 
inte^retation of 'this restrictive code when it jars with the 
interests of native Americans. There will be no difficult 
in making her out to be a “ foreign bottom,” and her doii^ 
a business by gangway with either bank of the river can be 
easily construed into a “ coasting trade.” 

From the eral)arcadero to the pueblo (town) of San Jose 
is eight miles, commencing the fertile portion of the lovely 
valley of that name, which is chiefly settled by natives of 
the “ sea-girt isles.” The plain is devoid of timber, except 
■ along the several aiToyos (rivulets) that meander through 
it, the courses of which arc indicated by handsome belts of 
oak and sycamore; but along the base of the mountains by 
which it is bounded, deep groves of pine, oak, and red¬ 
wood, of immense magnitude, are to be found. On each 
hand, as you travel towards the pueblo, may be seen hand¬ 
some, comfortable ranchos in picturesque situations, and 
largo herds of the finest cattle feeding over the finest pas¬ 
ture. More, closely approaching the town, you meet some 
neat modern villas, wtli handsome enclosures and well- 
cultivated gardens: suburbs that would lead yon to expect 
a place of eorresponiug taste and regularity; but in this I 
was completely disappointed, for it is a scattOTed, incon¬ 
gruous collection of poor houses, having for ns nucleus. 
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like most Spanish towns, a plaza or square, the otiiei* 
buildmgs and dwellings being erected at the caprice of the 
proprietors, without any idea or desire of order or regula¬ 
rity; and if I were to subtract all those of recent construc¬ 
tion, evidently the work of tljc late settlers, it would be a 
place of utter insignificance. The majority of tlie old 
Spanish houses are of the rudest and simplest construction, 
tlie walls being composed of stout hurdles, which constitute 
the standai'ds of a rough wicker-work, tliat is plastered 
coarsely over with adhesive clay, covered in witli tule tliatch, 
or hides, an apron of which answers for a window-shutter, 
for in that class they do not aspire to the use of glass: a 
hide, also, is generally substituted for a door. There aiv 
some few houses that con boast a second story, built of 
adobe bricks, luid roofed with tiles, supplied in the palmy 
days of the Missions, in which the better order reside; 
but oltliough they ai'C comfortivble and couuuodious, they 
scarcely look rcsp«icttible, bearing tliose marks of sloth and 
negligence which appertain to eveiytbing that falls within 
tlie province of tiie male population ui that country; for the 
only things the Me.rican cares to take any trouble about 
are the trappings and accoutrements of his saddle-horse. 

The Catholic chapel, oceiqiying the ct.ntrc of the plaza, 
is the principal feature of the city, if not for beauty, at 
least for dimensions; and so slight is its afliiiily to any oc 
clesiastical order of architecture, tliat, were it not for Uic 
religious enililt-m of Christianity that stands eoiisiiicuously 
on tlie apex of its gable, a stranger would be more likely 
to ftot it down as a great, unsightly barrack or born. It is 
built of adobe bricks, with wtills tibout four feet thick; it is 
one hundred and fifty feet long, and only twenty-four feet 
wide, about the proportionate widtli of a single aisle; witli 
two ti'ansepts, like arms broken off at the elbows, which 
are, if possible, still more awkwardly disproportionate; 
while the vast sjiace of dead-wall on each side is only re¬ 
lieved by four apertures intended for windows, about four 
feet by two; so that it neither requires a woodcut nor a 
laborious effort of imagination to conjure uji an idea of the 
clumsy figure it cuts in its conspicuous position. There 
is no attempt at internal decoration; it is roughly white¬ 
washed, and the walls are hung here and there with 
Scriptural prints, execuhsl in the coarsest style of art, 
daubed over in the most slovenly manner. The flooring is 
BO badly joined, that a walking-cane might drop down 
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b^Lxt the ^ts, while even the altar and xailinga aroand 
it look more like ten>porary make'Shifts than the deliberate 
efforts of a tradesman. 

1 happened to be in San Jose during Saster, which great 
Christian festival is eelehrated there in a twofold manner, 
the rural inhabitants flocking in to take part in Are religio^ 
ceremonies, and mrjoying themselves in dancing, horso 
raomg, and ball''%hting; but this latter pastime has been 
lately discontinued in Upper California, having receded 
wiffiin die limits of Sonora and Mexico. The pueblo, on 
Easter Sunday morning, was thronged with a gay and 
motley crowd: cmrretmt-f driven by Indian vaqmros (herds),' 
momentarily arriving with family groups, who immediately 
retired, either to the house of an acquaintance or to tlie 
rear of some garden, to change their travelling attire for 
splendid dresses of Uie richest Chinese silks, which fltted 
their fine forms with the greatest accuracy; members of 
die wealdiier class daslicd in at intervals in light curricles, 
whisked along by spirited horses; young eaballeros gallop¬ 
ing at full speed, those blessed with sefloras adopting 
a more sober pace, the fair dame sitting in front, reclining 
in the bend of her partner’s arm, with which he holds a 
parasol, while with the other he manages the horse. The 
mongrel costume, which has lately been gaining favour 
amongst them, was, on diis occasion, altoge&er discarded, 
and the pure, unmixed Spanish fashions were adopted by 
the natives; calialleros using their steeple-crowned som¬ 
breros, brightcoloured ponchos and seraphs, velvet calzo- 
nems, thickly studded with small silver buttons, loose white 
cambric oalzoncillas, and buff boots of undressed leather, 
to which were attached the enormous spurs peculiar to 
the countryi with rowels as large as a cockade, trailing 

• The ecuneta is the ancient Spanish cart, and certaialy the most ill- 
contrived vehicle it is possible to imagine. It is constniote<l from a 
long heavy piece of timber, reaching in the centre iVom the end. all the 
way out to the oxen's heads, answering the purpose of a pole, and it 
roughly morticed into a strong, clumsy, transverse beam, placed exactly 
in the centre of the body, which constitutes the .axle; aide and end 
beorroa being rudely affixed to sustain the Ibame, aU of a scantling so 
heavy that they make a load, of themselves without any freight. The 
whe«8 are about two feet in diameter, made by cross-cutting two slices, 
eight inches thick, otf the butt of a log; the hole in which the axle 
woi^ is one foot in olraumferenee, and net made to fit with any ap¬ 
proach to exactitude,, a huge oaken liMb-pio, with a big knob-hes^ 
keeping them in their place. The earreiix is made to balance, and is 
drawn by means of a cross-bar at the end of the pole, whfoh is attached 
hy strong raw hide thong* to the borm of. the oxen- 



alcmg the ground, and dangling on each side of them two 
little pendent dr^ of steel, that produced a perpettud 
“ tinkle, tinkle.” 

It was quite easy to distinguish between the foreign and 
native ladies, independently of featuro and couiplexiou, as 
the fciptmish dames cover their heads with fine crape or 
silken scarfs of considerable length, which fall gracefully on 
their shoulders, Uie ends coming to the from, and gathered 
loosely in the hand, while the others wore tlie stiff boimet, 
which looked prim and prudish in conq>arison. In the 
dresses there did not appear to he any predouiinant or 
prevailing fashion, so far as colour was ct)Ucome(l, for they 
were of every hue and. shade, from (ho light aud lively piult, 
sky-blue, and green, to tlie more sombre maroon aud deep 
dai'k black. 'J'hero were no veils us(jd, nor were the scarfs 
drawn so invidiousl}' close ns to conceal the lovely eoun- 
Uinances, which realised all my ])reconceived notions of 
ypimish beauty; some radiant with mi exces-s of loveliness, 
i-etaining the pui(! Castiliini contour and complexion, 
shrouded in redundant tiessos of darkest sheen, and lit up 
witli dark, lustrous, soul-seavehing eyes, too (btzsling to be 
cncoimtered longer tlian a glance. The figures of all were 
of tlie most faultless synmiotiy, bewiug tins impress of 
Natiu'c’s moulding, and harmonising most encliantingly 
with an unschooled dignity of mien and freedom of carriage, 
the birthright of the Siianish lady, which, associated with 
a na'ipe, easy graciousness and warmtli o£ moiiuor, render 
her the most fascinating creature of her sex. 

Few of the men can boast of being 

Trae hidalgos, froo from eyficy stain 

Of Moor of Indian blood; 

for tliey are almost as dark as ebony, with a tendency to that 
style of compressed physiognomy and distended nostril 
that forms an attiibiite of the Indian, with whom, in the 
hariy times of tlie settlement, tliey intermanied and coha¬ 
bited; but why that sex.alone should have lost their phy¬ 
sical characteristics, while the women so remarkably retain 
them, is a question the solution of which lies too deep in 
natural economy for my comprehension. 

Long before service commenced, the congregation as¬ 
sembled in front of audtaround the chapel, where ^ere 
were refreshment-booths erected, resorted to by those who 
felt the appetising influence of a morning's drive. There 



A 8TB0LL THROCflH THE! 


S18 

was- a good deal of promenading amongst the gayer por¬ 
tion, and conversation amongst the more giave; some 
outre Yankee fops crashing among the groups, to stare at 
and ogle the charming sefioritas, who seemed to regard 
&em with haughty disdain. However, the arrival of tlie 
padre put an end to the scene, all following him closely 
into the chapel; the gentlemen taking one side, tiie ladies 
the other, where they spread out rugs, which were used in 
lieu of seats, the more raspectable portion having very rich 
’ ones, carried by pages. 

After mass I delivered some letters of iuti’oduction to 
Mr. White, a gendemau from the west of Ireland, who 
came through from Canada in 1810, and has accpiired a 
large fortune and the esteem of all classes. He was alcalde 
two years iu succession, and could continue in the office, 
which is botli influential and lucrative; but from die new 
tone of politics, and tho envious spirit concomitant widi 
American setdemeut, he has declined die re-election. • He 
owns large tracts of propertj' in die neighbourhood, and 
has built a fine mansion a mile out of town, surrounded 
by a highly-cultivated garden, where, with his amiable lady 
and interesting family, he seems seated in a litde terrestial 
paradise. 

I was made acquainted by Mr.'White with several 
families from the soudi and west of Ireland, amongst whom 
I was agreeably surprised to find two, Messrs. Murray 
and Hart, who «ame from my own ueighboui-bood, and 
knew all about my family and connexions. They kindly 
invited me to take up my abode at their ranchos, volun¬ 
teering to fiUTiish me with horses ad libitum to pursue my 
rambles. 1 also beeaine acquainted with Mr; Murphy, 
who, with Mr. Martin, from die County Wexford, has accu¬ 
mulated great wealdi diere, and become a leviathan landed 
proprietor. Mr. Murphy’s sons have five independent 
establishments and extensive ranchos in the most favoured 
pordons; and tiiere are many other Irish settlers scattered 
through it, all of whom, widiout an exception, are not 
merely comfortable, but extremely affluent; yet at home 
they were, according to their own acknowledgment, miser¬ 
able stragglers on the confines of destitution, and some of 
them the victims of die barbarous system of exterminating 
eviction, driven from their hovels , and patches of land as 
if they were vermin that marred fertility—^loathsome ob¬ 
jects that pained the delicate eye of the landlord; relent- 
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lessly persecuted on the pretext that their ignorance and 
sloth were innate and unconquerable, and their dispositions 
prone to savage cruelty; that they were devoid of any ani- 
bition to improve then- chcumstauces, and shameless reci¬ 
pients of parochial relidf. 

Well, those exiles of Erin, once settled in a country 
exempt from the infatuation and pettifogging tyranny of 
autocratic landlords and hostile magistinti.s, »ouu became 
inspired with natural aspirations of independence, which 
quickly dispelled the torpor of indilfcrence, stimulat'mg 
industry witli the assurance of its just re(|uit!d into con¬ 
tinuous and prosperous exertions. Whore the late inmate 
of a workhouse, seeing before- him his reward, sets zea¬ 
lously to work to eiu-n it, bringing to bear a ehoerfiil 
energy, all tlie more active from its long course of un¬ 
natural rej)ressiou, and an intelligem-e sullieiently quick 
and comprehensive to direct it info profitable pursuits, 
this new era in his lift; gives a contradiction to the 
calumny on his scll-w'speet; for th<‘. man who at home, 
under the constraint of circumstances, sought the aid of 
therclieving-orticor, was here transformed into tlie generous 
dispenser of hospitality, and being interested in tJie peace 
and progress of society, became a voluntary promoter of 
law and order, instead ol’ a wild and reckless <lisciple of 
rebellion. 

How is it that those results eaimot be brought about in 
the land of his nativity? Surely change nl eliiuato has no 
influence in developing those desii'able uilributtis. There 
is no natural element peculiar to Ireland suiversc to their 
growth aud propagation. ISo; we must sec-k iii tht? human 
laws of the countiy, and the vicious social relations, espe¬ 
cially those of huidlord and tenant, for the germ of those 
evils which make a useless and discontented citizeij of tlie 
bold peasant, and, in banishing him from the home of his 
heart, convert him into a foreign enemy. 

•There are also many English aud Scotch settlers iti tlie 
valley, some dating their settlement so far back as twenty- 
live years; all of them wealtliy and large landowners, 
Mr. Forbes, in addition to his other possessions, being 
proprietor of the quicksilver mines, tlie richest in the 
world. In fact, what between the old Spanish residents, 
. and the claims pm’chased Jjy and gmnted to natives of 
Great Britain, there is very little room for any fresh emi¬ 
grants: a 3 tate of things that has set the Yankees a-giTim- 
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biii^ above tbek breath, grudging the fairest section nf 
their newly-acquired country to “strangers and interlopocs,” 
while some of them, taking advantage of the transition 
state of the country, and the questionable nature of tide, 
audaciously squatted themselves On the most improved 
portions of the old settlers’ property, trusting to time, 
chance, and the assistwrce of their brodier Yankees, should 
need be, to coMnu' them in their possessions. However, 
a summary eviction by one of the Messrs. Murphy, assisted 
by a poasc comitatm of his friends, nipped the squatting 
movement in tire bud, and sent tliose lawless vagabonds 
to the right-about. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


Tbo Mansion-liouke CWlo rropensiUci of Son Joi6 Squirrels—Se^ Don 

Antonio Su^l—Ilis i^erden—YineTwS, and Home-made Wtoea—Meet other aoUe 
SpanUndti there—Horse-racing in CallfonUa—Electioneering and Sporting <m 
Easter Monday—The Course—Spanish AmenlQre. American Budencss—The 
Race—The Victors and the Vanquished—A Yaiihee Dilnhlng Match —jtfoafe 
Dealing—A C^U\>mlan Rati—The Senate and the Assembly—I^egislative Furni¬ 
ture and Fixing** WMt for a Pause*—Mode of Discussion—Dinner Hour— 
and Measengors. 

During rny stay in tlie pueblo I toolt up my abode at the 
Mansion-house, a new hotel, built on tlie speculation of its 
being the stopping-place of the members of tlie senate mid 
assembly, and tliose otiicials whom tlie affairs of gorem- 
Hient necessarily draw to the capital. It is immeasui-ably 
the best hotel in California, fully equal to those iu the 
States, and was quite full during my sojourn, as both 
houses were iu session; but after tlieir adjoui'naient its 
business must be very limited, as is the general trade of 
' tile town, which may be readily conceived wh«i noticing 
the fact that ground squirrels (an animal nearly as timid 
08 onr rabbit) burrow in the plaza, and gambol about 
witiiout any fear or apprehension. 

I had tlie honour of introduction to Setior Don AntoiAo 
Suiiol, a Spaniard of the highest family, whose household 
establishment is becomingly regujated. His garden, though 
not adjusted in the trim English style, contains a great 
variety and abundaneo of choice fruits, amongst whiBh I 



DIO«IKSB OS' CXUPeiffllA. 219 

obs*rve<i a- profusion of figs, peaehes, and vinos, clustered 
with their lascious burdens. He took pride in sliowing 
TO© through it, and afterwards politely invited me to par¬ 
take of lunch, when be pixuluced a red wine of donieatio 
masnutacture, wdiidi, though rather heavy and fruity lor 
my taste, possessed a very agreeable flavoiur; and I have 
no doubt, when the process comes to he mure thoroughly 
understood, a veiy good beverage will be prodiured, as the 
Californian grape, when carefully cultivated, is of a supe¬ 
rior quality, not of great size, but exceeding in taste and 
richness. There was also another lujuor of Californian 
distillation on the table, which I tasted, called “ ttffuar- 
dkrUa:" it is an extract of the gra]>e, very palatable and 
potent, and improves veiy much, 1 utKlerataud, by age. 

I mot here agniu General Vallejo and Scilor .i>on Ema¬ 
nuel I’ico, a relative of Uro geni'ral's, and a thorough-bred 
hidalgo; very wealthy and e.xceedingly popular, from lioiiig 
passionately addicted to the sports and amusements in 
lavour with his countrymen. Jn the course of the pre¬ 
ceding fall, at Sonoma, he matched a hor.se of his ivgainst 
an Americim nag, belonging to a Mr. Hudspeth, to run 
three hundred varas (a measure somewhat short of a yai'd), 
for five thousand dollars, and was lataten by a beail, as be 
supposed in consequeuc<‘ of a slip at the finish; which led 
to a new match, for ten thousand dollars, over au increased 
distance of five hundred varas, to come oil' lai Easter Mon¬ 
day at the pueblo of San Jose. 

As tlie time was now at hand, the interest became in¬ 
tense, and the betting both brisk and large; the Americans, 
to a man, ba<^king their horse, and tlie Spaniards, on the 
other hand, being just as unaniinoua in upholding that of 
Sefior Pico. All bets, according to tlie custom of the 
country, were stakad when made. Easter Monday was, 
therefore, a great gala-day at the puehlo; and, in aildition 
to its being a holiday, and having the attraction of thc^ 
r4co, it was the day appointed for liolding the election ot 
all the officials of high and low degree under the new 
Californian constitution: so that wo had beaux and bellea 
tijcked out in all their fliieiy, sporting characters clamor¬ 
ously wagering, and politicians zealously canvassing for 
tlmir various friends; making up a medley of excitemerit, 
bustle, and interest, that never before had a paralltd in 
this simple eity. 

■It was arranged that the race should take precedence. 
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the start to be punetual at ten o'clock; shortly previous to 
which the whole population and visitors in procession, with 
the horses, moved off to the course, quite close to the town, 
amidst a hum of betting and conversation. Neither of the 
nags showed much breeding, but exhibited a striking con¬ 
trast in addition, Mr. Hudspeth’s looking like a pampered 
sire, w’hile the^ other appeared as if after a severe attack of 
influenza. The jockeys were much of a size—mere chil¬ 
dren—clad in only a thin pair of drawers, bootless and 
spurless, carrj’irig only a whip made like a top-scourge. 
■The course was perfectly straight, over two beaten tracks, 
about two feet wide and four feet upai't, nnining parallel; 
it was not staked or roped, but the spectators arranged 
themselves in two lines, the foot people forming die inner 
i-ank, the horsemen the second, those in vehicles consti 
tuting the rear. 

While the ground was being measured, hunch-eds of 
speculators, civnying about their dollars and doubloons in 
shawls and handkerchiets, kept up a stormy vociferation, 
in which it was apparent die American home had die call; 
and .after all die money was staked, horses, mules, and 
accoutrements were betted one against the odier, until 
foiu’-fifdis of diose on tlio ground were implicated in the 
issue. During the excitement the lines were somewhat 
broken, and the principals, widi some special friends, rode 
along to have diem readjusted, aft'ording an opportunity 
of contrasting the demeiuiom- of the Spaniai-d and the 
Yankee; the one, all courtesy and urbanity, politely mo¬ 
tioning the people back; die other, in a tone of vulgar in¬ 
solence, using the most frightful iinprecutioiis, and plung¬ 
ing their horses amongst them whenever tiiey came to a 
Spanish group. I never remMiiber to have ‘been more 
deeply impressed with ineffable disgust than while wit¬ 
nessing this exhibidou of anogant brutality. Talk of 
Americans “ going ahead:” in order to be unencumbered 
in the strife, they cast aside every figment of olden civili¬ 
zation, not even retaining the fig-leaf of decency or deco¬ 
rum—at least, so far as die (Jolifomian emigrants are 
concerned. 

As soon as the lines were again formed, the jockeys wSre 
put up, bare-backed, the horses being only girthed with a 
narrow surcingle, inside which they dirust Aeir knees at 
an acute angle. As diey were led to the post, a nervous, 
breathless silence ensued, hearts beat quick, and the 
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stmned sight began to ache. They are turned; you might 
hear a pin fail; anotlier throbbing moment—tlicy are off! 
—^yes, tliey get off at the first attempt, going at scores from 
tile jump, the tliongs at work from the start. The pace 
was rather good, but the race was not in doubt for an in¬ 
stant, as Sefior Pico’s horse, evidently labom-iug under a 
shoulder strain, never extended himself, so that even in so 
short a distance he was beaten fifty yards. 

The Yankee uproar was terrific, and the inherent bad 
taste and under-breeding evinced at tlie triumph were the 
more repugnant from the placid and good-humoured tem¬ 
per in which the Spaniards bore llnar ilefeat. “ I knowed 
we would whip them damned tawiicys," and such like ex¬ 
pressions, met your ears at every turn; and as they led off 
the Spanish horses past their late masters, who were re¬ 
turning on foot to the town, they lot slip no opportunity of 
venting their obscene and ribald builbonevy. 

I was induced, by an indescribable feeling of attraction, 
as if to fill up the measiu'c of my loathing at their day’s 
conduct, to look on at a Yankee drinking match, perfectly 
in character and keeping with the tenor of their other 
goings on. It took place at one of the open booths on the 
course, attracting a great crowd, and giving rise to fresh 
bettings. The man who won the toss for choice of fiuids 
selected port wine, each tumbler having a raw egg broken 
into it—a potion that appeared to take liis opponent by 
surprise; however, they went to work, and, with the short 
necessary pauses, got up ns high as the ninth glass each, 
when one betrayed symptoms of distoess, and, to moke use. 
of Lord Norbuiy’s juin, could not “be egged on” any far¬ 
ther; for, in attempting to raise the tenth to his moutli, 
the stomach rebelled, after a fashion that communicated a 
spasm of nausea to mine, which it required all the muscular 
power in my throat to subdue. 1 afterwards heard tliat 
the victor vaurrtingly proceeded to the baker’s dozen, smd 
\fourrd up by drinking the spectators’ healths in a bumper 
of brandy-and-wator. There were private racing uratehes, 
brrt the great bulk of the crowd returned to tire town, where 
ail the fondas (taver-ns) and garaiug-horrses were filled to ex¬ 
cess. It was observable in ihe Spanish houses that ladies 
sat down to rmnt«, betting, and smoking tlicir tiny cigar-ettes 
with a nrost nonchalant air.* 

There was boisterous political excitement, ministered to 
freely with strong drinks; but the Spaniards, although 
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possessing votes, did not talce any interest or eoneem in 
die proceedings. la order to see dieir metltod of con- 
ditcting diose establisfameints, 1 rrent to dine at one of the 
ftmdas. The apartment was a dingy one, and tlie imple¬ 
ments Were not of tlie most burnished order, but the table- 
do&s were as white as ^virgin snow', and of fine fabric. 
The fare was altogether confined to frijoles; tortillas (half 
omelet, half pancake), and hashed l>eef stewed in lard, and 
so highly seasoned with chile Colorado as to cause me to 
suck in cool air in order to soothe the palate. They 
are wonderfully addicted to the use of pepper, and stiU 
more so in tlie Mexican country, where, I have it on autho¬ 
rity, that bandits who have been hung and loft to swing in 
chains, as a terror to evil-doers, are never touched by birds 
of prey, their flesh is so impregnated with this pimento. 

There wras a public ball in the evening, in a large room 
over one of the principal tiendas, which was well attended 
by the Spaniards; but the gaieties were disturbed in the 
early part of the evening by*the unaufhorised intension of 
some .tipsy Americans. Order, however, was quickly re¬ 
stored their summary ejection, when everything went on 
smoothly and delightfully. 1 looked on in an ecstasy of 
admiration, as the lovely sefiointas whirled post me in tlie 
giddy walte, and gracefully glided through tlie mazes of the 
cotillon, skimming through the figures with a Hthe dignify 
mid easy elegance of style that constituted the veiy “poetry 
of motionadded to which, the irresistible magic of their 
manners, free from the sKghtest leaven of coquetry, not 
only led captive the outer senses, but suggested more tender 
thoughts. I felt this tlie more sensibly as the fair Fran- 
oisca gradously assisted my limping Spanish, in its efforts 
to utter the feelings of the moment, archly smiling as they 
took the form of compliment to bei'self. 

Next day I viMted the houses of the senate and assem- 
Wy, both of which augu.st bodies are accommodated under 
the same ropf, one down stairs, the other above; but, by k 
sort of solecism in the arrangement, tlie senate, or upper 
house, occupy' the lower apartment, wliich is a laige, ill- 
lighted, badly-ventilated room, with a low ceiling, mid % 
rough railing a little inside the door, beyond whidi none 
bat the elect may pass. Each member had a rush-bot¬ 
tomed arm-chaix', and a small desk with sfationafy, which 
was not in mudi requisition. At the fartte end, the 
Speaker was perched in a species of pulpit; the floor was 
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covered with a number of little carpets, of various sliapes 
and patterns, looking as if every member contributed a 
patch to make up the robe, which had qifite a mosaic ap¬ 
pearance, the idea of antiquity being assisted by tlio thread¬ 
bare state of tlie whole. A slip of paper was stuck with 
wafers on the door as you entered, labelled “Wait for a 
pause;” reminding mo of the familiar inscriptions on those 
of the billiard-rooms at liome, “ Wait hw the stroke,” which, 
from the tumult inside, would be the more apposite of the 
two, from the great probability of its ending in blows. 
The other apartment is of precisely the same size, but has 
the advantage of greater loftiness, and exhibits at once the 
difference of grade betwixt the two bodies in the style of 
the furniture; plaui conmion chairs, flat deal tables, and a 
stripe 6f matting thrown wheie the feet are erroneously 
supposed to rest, being the e.xtont of accommodation: a 
paltry difference, at best, and, as it appeared to me, at 
variance with the republican doctrine of equality, and the 
“ genius of free institutions.” A notice similar to the above 
was stuck on this door; but had I waited at the tlireshold 
of eitiier house for a pause. I slionld Imve waited for the 
daily adjourament; for tho noise and jabbering was as in¬ 
cessant as the twittering of a flock of swallows chatting 
over their intended migration. 

Nothing can be more remote from the regularity, de¬ 
cency, ami decorum of other deliberative assemblies, than 
the proceedings of these bodies. There was no order of 
debate or system of discussion, but a turbulent dinning 
colloquy, made up of motions, interruptions, asseitions, 
and contradictions; several members generally on their 
legs at the same time, and those wiffi legs on the tables 
aiWiug to the tumult by the music of their heels. I never 
could catch the faintest idea of the subject under considera¬ 
tion, nor is it possibhs that the merits of any measure 
can bo sifted under such a species of discussion. The 
members meet about ten o’clock, a.m., and are let loose for 
dinner at one o’clock, when they come out with a rush, 
like so many overgrown schoolboys. It is unnecessary to 
add, that smoking, chevdng, and whittling, do not consti¬ 
tute an infraction of the rules of either house: privileges 
mat are ttecorded also to a squad of slipshod clerics or 
messengers who loll aboqt the stores, m^ing a tovt en- 
mnble really ruiique, and entirely characteristic. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


Remove Into Country Quarters^Enctiantin; Appearance of the VaUcy—Dellght. 
fhl CAImatc—Agrienltore in the Valley—Tho Breed of Cattle—Comparatlvo 
Q^allileB of Native and Foreign Beef—Inatinct of Birds of Prey—Bringing 
Cattle over the Plains a had Speculation—Oaltfomlan Horses—Their Powers of 
Endurance—Often cruelly Taxed—System of Tra\'elUng—Their quick Sagacity 
in avoiding Squirrel-holes—Danger of riding a Strange Hone over the Plains— 
Probable Cause of th^r Stunted Stature—Lassoing and Ox-throwing—Nice Pa* 
lates of the Cattle—Domestic Fowls and Animals—Few Varieties of Game— 
Virit the Quicksilver Mines—Take a Turn through the Kanohes—No Butter, no 
Cheese, in the Spanish Houses, owing to the Indolence of the Males—Oth^ Evi- 
denees of their unconquerable Sloth—Fastidiousness of the Women in Washiug 
—The Process—The Duties of the Men—Hospitality of the Spaniards—No Ex* 
penso In Travelling through the Valley—A charming Seilorita—The Incident of 
the handsome Trunk—Mode of Californian Courtship—Invited to a Wedding— 
C(mtinue my Rambles—The Mustard-weed Nuisance. 

I SHIFTED my quartp.rs from tho puohlo to the residence of 
Mr. Kell, a gentleman of English descent, settled in a 
lovely quai’ter of tlie valley; and as the distance was not 
very great, and I a good pedestrian, I sent on my luggage 
by waggon, and set out on foot, in company with a shil¬ 
lelagh, proceeding leisurely, sitting in the shade at various 
points, to gloat over the gorgeous views that unfolded 
themselves in my progress. My path lay for a good dis¬ 
tance along the Bio Santa Clai-a, which waters the pueblo, 
and Uien receives the little tributes of the several arroyos 
tliat meander murmuringly through those fertile plains, 
wluch are all belted wiUi glorious timber, contributing 
enough of woodland sceneiy to adorn the enchanting 
Iwdscnpe, and so pleasingly distributed, that officious art 
could scarce devise an improving charm. Animated na¬ 
ture, too, contributed its quota to the effect, in the nume¬ 
rous herds of fine cattle dotting die rich pastm’age, resting 
in groups beneath the wide-spreading tfees, or standing in 
the cool purling currents, together witii herdssof horses, 
backed in for shelter under the umbrt^eous foliage, with 
here and there a snug nmcho, disclosed by a slanting ray 
o^ ronshine. This transcendent picture, reposipg in its 
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graud natural frame of bold and handsome mountains, ex¬ 
hibited in reality a scene as rich and lovely as ever arose 
in the warm imagination of Berghem, or was pouitrayed 
by the delightful pencil of Claude Lomiiue, under th» 
influence of his happiest inspirations; and when to its 
unappi’oachablc pastoral charms wc luld its voluptuous 
and salubrious climate, for which it has been long justly 
celebrated, we have a location for scttlcincm scarcely 
equalled, certainly not to be surpassed, and extending 
over a space of nearly ninety miles long, and averaging 
fully five miles in widtii. 

Mr. Kell has tried field and garden cultivation, the for¬ 
mer on a very limited scale, but Uio latter with complete 
success, raising potatoes, onions, melons, pumpkins, and 
cabbages of the finest description; and Mr. Walker, a 
friend of his, told me, that at his ranche, near the Mission 
of Santo Clara, he last season secured two e.vcellent crops 
of potatoes, putting in his second one early in August. I 
did not s<!0 any graiiu, but it has been raised in particular 
localities susceptible of irrigation, which is indispensable 
in most seasons. This confirms mo in my opinion of tlie 
general unfitness of California for extensive agricultural 
ojierations. Great varieties of rich clover and indigenous 
grasses coat the 2>lains in douse fleeces, exhibiting a suc¬ 
culent luxuriance, coiToborative of my previous obseiwa- 
tions regarding portions of the Sacramenlo Valley, and 
jiroving that the moisture and genial temporaturo of the 
earth, essential to vegetation, are presenod by its being 
sheltered from the exhaling rays of a scorching ,siin by 
the thick close growUi of herbage that is consequent on 
pasturage. 

The breed of cattle is not to be e.xcellcd for milk or beef: 
and tliere is a ijeculiarity about dicm as contradistinguished 
from tliose that come across the plains, or those in our 
own country, that is strikingly remarkable; for their flesh 
cun*housed immediately after slaughter, eating as tenderly 
as if kept in the best ventilated meat-cellar, under the 
superintendence of the most watchful epicure for the pro¬ 
scribed time. This I had a good opportunity of testing, as 
Mr.gMuiphy, a brother-in-law of Mr. Kell’s, came up to the 
corral the evening after ray anival, with a c/thalleula (band 
of horses) and a largo drove of cattle for the Stockton 
market; and, as he was accompanied by a number bf Indi^ 
vaqueros, he killed an ox to supply them with rations. T 
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did BOt Biuch approve of the method, in which this opera 
tion wae carried into effect, as, in my mind, tite mode in 
vogue amongst tlie miners—that of shooting them—is 
much the speediest and most tidy plan. The animal, in 
this instance, was first lassoed, then tripped'up with ropes, 
and while kicking and struggling A’iolenUyi was bestiiddeu 
by one. of the men, who plunged a long knife into his 
throat, taking fully two minutes to accomplish a deed that 
mig^it have been achieved in as many seconds. 

I dined on a stejik cut off this beast before tlie process 
of skinning was completed, and never, eitlier in Dolly’s or 
Jos6’s, have 1 eaten a more tender morsel. The extraor¬ 
dinary instinct of the carrion crow^ and turkey-buzzard on 
those occasions is somewhat wonderful; for, alUiough you 
rarely if ever see them in your rambles, tlie lasso is not 
well around tlie victim ero you observe numbers of tlioso 
gloomy birds of prey moodily perched on tlie neighbouring 
trees, waiting .for their repast on the entmils^ without your 
being aware of their stealthy approach. 

The speculation of bringing cattle across tlie plains, in 
anticipation of a scarcity from an increased consumption, 
has proved rather disastrous, as I learned from Mi'. Muqihy, 
n.competent authority oii the subject, that one-tenth of tlio 
number is not now slaughtei'ed for food that used to be 
formerly, when a trade was earned on in hides and tallow. 

The horses aio undensized and light-limbed, but other¬ 
wise well-proportioned, and capable of enduring fatigue 
and fasting to a maivellous degree; <jualities that 1 fre¬ 
quently saw cruelly taxed by their owners, who set no 
value on the noble animal, riding one always on the full 
loup till he is used up, then turning him loose and mount¬ 
ing a fresh one. A late tourist hi California tlius describes 
the manner of oquesti'ian travellmg there:—^“To account 
for fast travelling in California on horseback, it is neces¬ 
sary to explain the mode by which it is accomplished. A 
gentleman who starts upon a journey of one hundred miles, 
and wishes to perform the trip in a day, will take witfi him 
ten fresh horses and a vaquero; tlie eight loose horses are 
placed under tlie charge of the vaquero, and are driven in 
front at the rate of ton or twelve miles tin houi', according to 
the speed that is required for the journey. At the end of 
twenty miles, the horses whi;:h have been ridden ore dis¬ 
charged, and turned into the caballada, and horses which 
• diave not been ridden, but driven along without .weight, are 
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saddled, mounted, .-md ridden at tlie .same speed, and so on 
to tlw end ot the jonmey. If a horse gives out froiu inabi¬ 
lity to proceed at this rate, he is left ou the way-side; dm. 
owner’s brand is upon him, and if of any value, be can be 
recovered witliont difficulty. But hi (iaUfurnia no one 
tliinks of stopping on tlie road on iuseouut of the loss of a 
horse, or his inability to travel at the rate of ten or twelve 
miles an hour: horseflesli is clieap, and the animal must 
go on ns long as he can. and wlien ho cannot trtnel longer, 
he is left, and another substituted.” 

Tlie watchful caution and the sagacity of the Californian 
horse in avoiding the squirrcl-holcs, with which the ]>]aiijs 
abound, are rather surprising, as one would imagiuo it 
would bo impossible to discern them when going at top 
speed; yet a horse bred and veaj-ial iu the coimtiT rarely 
makes a faux pas. Nor does the natiie rider ever liestow 
a thought on tliem as he races along, riata iu hiuid, in 
puraiiit of a wily mule or a wild steer, though for my pai’t 
I would rather ride a steeple-cliase over the stillest sections 
of our Connaught country than cross those plains at a 
three-foot canter. The American horse cannot even walk 
safely amidst those Imivows, as was lamentably proved 
during my stay in the valley, in the death of Captain 
Fisher, rctulting from a severo lull from a horse purchased 
from an incoming emigrant. 

I conceive the stunted stature of llio Cidifominn horse 
is ascribublc to breeding “ in an<l in;” for raucheros pay no 
attention whatever to clianging the blood. It is curious 
enough, that notwithstanding the consangninity of the 
Mexican and Californian, and their vcrisiinilitudo of tastes 
and customs, the latter never thinks of breeding mules, 
which animal is such a general favmirite with his souUierii 
neighbours. All those to he found in Alta (ralifornia were 
either b)'ought over the plains by the Atnericiui emigrants, 
or by the Sonorians or Mexicans coming up tf> tluj mines. 

•I have aheady noticed the expertness and precision of the 
Spaniards in throwing the riata, and their skill as liorae- 
men; but in the valley of San Jose I saw both acquimuents 
carried to still higher perfection, and u new mode of dealing 
with an obstinate ox, which, after breaking Iho riata, was 
still followed up by the rider, and when making a short 
turn, as the pinsner. reacl\pd his quarter’s, got a sudden 
jerk by the grasped tail in the opposite direction, which 
brought him to ^e ground with a concussion that stunned 
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him beyond further resistance. I have been also assured, 
on respectable authority, tliat it is not an unusual feat to 
catch wild geese on the lasso, which I can readily believe, 
from having seen the i)roximity into which they will pennit 
you to approach; so that a noose, thrown dexterously 
amongst the flock, is likely to catch either a neck, leg, or 
pinion. 

The water in the arroyos is clear and limpid in the 
extreme; free, too, from any peculiarity of taste to the 
human palate. Not so, however, with the bmte creation, 
who may be seen coming daily of their own accord, in vast 
elongated strings, single tile, crossing several of those 
sti-eams, until they reach tlio particular one tliey relish, 
and, after slaking tlieir tliirst, retui'ning to their own beats 
in the same order, never stopping to browse or commingle 
witli Uie otlier herds through which they pass. 

Pigs of an improved breed are plentiful in the valley, and 
propagated largely by the settlers from the Old Country; 
but the Spaniards eschew tliem alive, and decline the use 
of porcine diet, not from iury qualms of conscience, but 
from scruples of stomach, arising from the uncleanly habits 
of the animals; an arrogance of palatial taste which, I be¬ 
lieve, is not indulged in by the proudest nobles of Old 
Spain, and one that is suirrenioly ridiculous in* a people 
who are culpably lax in many of their tastes and customs. 
Sheep are not bred or fed in the valley, from the number 
of coyotes that abound there, but are brought up through 
it to the Fnuicisco market, from the Monterey district. 
They are of a gaunt and miserable description, light in 
carcass, making dry and flavourless mutton; but as fine 
poultry as ai’e to be met with in any country may be seen 
aroimd every rancho. The only game of rmy description 
is the grizzly bear and black-tailed deer, the varieties of 
the fea^ered tribe being confiired to those I have already 
enrrmertUted as resorting to tiro valley of the Sacramento. 

1 made arr exerrrsiorr to the quicksilver mines of Mi-. 
Poi-bes, accomplishitrg a distance of thirteen miles under- 
forty minutes. They are situated on a slope of the western 
rarrge of mountains by which the valley is bounded, and 
abound in ore of tiro very richest description. They are 
easily worked, but have never beerr managed on a systematic 
or profitable scale. .Now, however,, from the t-uontrous 
demand for the article as a subsidiary agent in the neigh- 
Bonring gold mines, tire proprietor, in conjunction with a 
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company of scientific capitalists, is making veiy extensive 
preparations for working Uieni. There are said to be otlier 
quicksilver and lich silver mines'in tlie valle}', but their 
whereabouts is kept a profound secret, pending the settle¬ 
ment of the disputed title question. 

I made my billet for the night at the rancho of M. 
Navises, a gentleman of good Sjamish fiimily, that came to 
settle at die original colonisation of the couniry, obtaining 
a gi-ant of the lai'gest magnitude. The residence is ot" 
adobe bricks, and must, at its first erection, have been a 
goodly-looking country residence; but, from want of repair, 
its exterior has contracted an a]i()earance of decay, which, 
howevei*, does not extend to the interior, which is still 
commodious and comfortable. I was most hospitably re¬ 
ceived, and regaled on the usual faro of stewed beef, seiwed 
up somewhat in the shape of currie, W'ith tortillas andcotiee. 
There was plenty of rich milk, bub no butter; and, to my 
sur|)rise, I found that neither it nor cluK-se is generally 
made by the natives, who, on particular occasions, purchase 
it from die odier si'tders. This unprecedented and dis- 
giaceful state of things oi'iscs from the incorrigihlc lethargy 
and indolence of die men, who rest satisfied with the single 
article of milk, declining lo enlarge their domestic com¬ 
forts at the slight trouble it would cost them of catching 
iind taming to the habit of hand-milking a few more of the 
fine luiiinals by which tiioy are smTOuuded. The women 
ai’o dms exempt Irom tiny blame in the matter; and, from 
two instances ^at came widiin iny observation, where Irish 
settlei-s took Spanish wives, I am convinced diat, if they 
were afforded the opiiortunity, they would not only supply 
dieir houselrold demand, but extend their dairy operations 
to meet the vast and profitable demand which has latterly 
sprung iq> in California for fresh butter. 

But the inborn slodi of the male Spaniard is so deeply 
rooted that it appears hopeless to diink of extiipating it, 
cither by stimulus or e.xample, of which no fm-dier proof 
need he sought than their continuing to use tlie old abomi¬ 
nable carreta, while they seo dieir new neighbours bringing 
loads on dieir commodious waggons, with a single yoke of 
oxen, which it would require tlircc yoke even to move in 
their ponderous, ill-Contrivod vehicles. They have not a 
spai-k of ambition in dieir tiatuie, save that which is akin 
to the lust, of savage pageantry, in adorning their persons 
with gaudy attire, and arraying their steeds with glittering 
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caparisons. The limited duties which are indispensably 
forced upon them, such as keeping their herds together, 
occasionally driving some to market, killing one for con¬ 
sumption, and cutting firewood, are only discharged under 
the compulsion of circumstances; for I really believe that 
if they could eke out existence on the suction of their 
thumbs, Uiey would never be roused into action, unless it 
were by the excitement of a bull-fight or tlie attractions of 
the gaming-table. It is not, therefore, to be deplored that 
such a comitry as California is passing away from the occu¬ 
pation of such a race; nor do I conceive it uncharitable to 
desire tliat the finer region of Sonora may soon come into 
die possession of some more enei'getic nation, that will 
make its minend and other resources subservient to the 
increasing wants of mankind. The females, as 1 before 
obseiwed, are worthy of a far better order of helpmates; for 
all that comes witliin their province is tended with a com, 
taste, and assiduity iu strange contrast with what I have 
already noticed. Even in their washing they are so scra- 
pulously iiarticular that they think nothing of going fi-om 
eight to twelve miles to find water of good detergent pro¬ 
perties. Indeed, in washing they nuiy be truly said to ex¬ 
cel, obtiuuing great polity of colom-, and putting linen out 
of hands witli on artistic finish that leaves nothing to.be 
desired. The first part of the process is gone through with 
the soap-root, which abounds in the valley; the next with 
an excellent home-made soap, resembling what we call 
Castile, which both cleanses to perfection and imparts a 
banquet to the linen which is both palpable and agreeable. 

There is one virtue tliat must not be denied to the -Spa¬ 
niards of California: that is, hospitality, which ^ey exercise 
with a hearty graciousnuss tliat wins upon your partialily, 
notwithstanding all their other shortcomings. It also pre¬ 
vails amongst the foreign settlers, in its most genuine form; 
so tliat, unlike tlie valleys of the Sacramento and tlie San 
Joaquim, where the worldly mania has superseded tliat. do¬ 
mestic virtue, a man may travel where he pleases without 
iucm'ring any expense whatsoever, even were he inclined to 
be extravagant. I never spent a night in any rancho in 
tliat district witliout finding other strangers, who were at¬ 
tended witli a degree of kindly solicitude that could not be 
purchased at a.house of entertainment. 

In recording the hospitalily of kL Navkes, I cannot ne- 
-, 0 ” ’•esflilivforfi'et. the cueerdvmanner 
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in which his lovely daughter did the honours of the estab¬ 
lishment. Although quite n young girl, scarce seventeen, 
and rarely moving beyond the sphere of herpatamal hearfli, 
she wiis not only free from any emhan-assing shyness, but 
deported herself with a modest self-possossion and iiaivetc 
of manner that would excite admiration m the most refined 
society. In the course of the evening I observed a hand¬ 
some, highly-ornamented trunk nt one ciul of tlie apart¬ 
ment; and in noticing its decorative -finish, I tliought I 
detected a transient blush suftusing tl)e delicate cheek of the 
maiden, and a slight hesitation of expression, which mado 
me apprehensive tliat I hail broached an mijtleasAiit sub¬ 
ject, until, on looking round. 1 was reassureil by tlio happy 
chuckle of Sefior N., who jjlayfully pressed tho fair girl to 
gratity my curiosity regarding it: but she evaded the pa¬ 
ternal request, and hurriisl into mi adjoining room, casting 
back a soft, mild frown, which apjpearod on vciy intimate 
terms with good hinnonr. 

Tlic histoiy of (lie wulcta (trunk) was then narrated to 
mo by tho old man. In (.^ilifomia, it is tlie ciistoni, when 
a young gentleman conceives an attachment for a fair lady, 
instead of avowing his jiassiou in stammering sentences, 
to send a handsome miihta to his sweetheart, containing 
various articles of female apparel of the finest and most 
fashionable description. If .she accepts and retains the 
present, it is considered equivalent to n rcc<)gnition of the 
swain’s pretensions; but if returned, hf' must bow to his 
hard fiite; a primitive sort of proceeding, that tends to 
supersede all die painful “hemming,” “hawing,” and “that- 
is-to-sayhig” inseparable from a rivtl wee popping of the 
question; while, at die same time, in adverse ciroum- 
stances, it relieves die scfiorita from the harsh necessity of 
pionouncing tho cruel decree, and withstanding tlie piti¬ 
able sighs of die lovelorn aspirant while receiving his 
future doom. Sefiorita N., her father told mo, had, with 
Ifis consent, decided on retaining her malein, and on early 
day was fixed for the marriage, at which I was pressed to 
be a guest during tlie usual festivities, but my other ai’- 
rangements compelled me to forego the jileasure. 

I continued my delightful rambles tluough the valley for 
several days, e.xpioring its most secluded retreats, penetrat¬ 
ing to its most retired beauties, and visiting most of the na¬ 
tive and foreign ranches, dioso of my countrymen amongst 
die .number, where the veritable Milesian “ cead milefailte” 
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awaited me, w’hicli I enjoj’ed widi tlio greater satisfaction 
and delight, as I felt assured that the easy, affluent circum¬ 
stances of 4 ny friends warranted them in indulging tlieir 
natural disposition to a most liberal extent, without in the 
slightest way trenching upon their resources. On some of 
the happy evenings I spent amongst them, it afforded me 
a tearful pleasure—appreciating another fine tmit of na¬ 
tional character—to witness the stong feelings of sympathy 
and sorrow they evinced in adverting to the miseries of 
their suffering brethren at home, “ starving and dying,” as 
they said, “ on the green fields of poor Erin, while they had 
enough and to spare in a foreign land.” 

Amongst all the settlements I did not see any amount of 
cultivation worth noticing; not that there are not many 
districts where com could be successfully rnised; but the 
unusual trouble of irrigation, and tlie scarcity and dcai"- 
ness of labour, couple<l with the moderate price of im¬ 
ported flour, caused agticiilturc to be neglected. There is 
one national nuisance the valley is subject to, which it is 
fomid next thing to impossible to abate: I mean the wild 
musbird, which invades the richest pasturage, covering 
large tracts of the choicest land, to the annihilation of aU 
other vegcUition; foi- it is of such rank growth that it attains 
a hciglit of nine and ten feet, and its small seed is carried 
about by the slightest current of air. From c.\poriraents 
that have been made it has been ascertained tliat it could 
bo destroyed by repeated cuttings down during the season; 
but as the germs are found to be dispersed and deposited 
with the ordure of tlie cattle, all attempts, unless unani¬ 
mously adopted, must prove useless, where, in the absence 
of all fences, the cattle of tlie careless ranchero may wan¬ 
der over tlie grounds of his moi’c pamstaking neighbouiv 
When sprouting in the eaiiy spring, the young shoots ctf 
the musUird make most tender and delicious gi-eens, su¬ 
perior to our early York cabbage or spinach; and in the 
fall, tha tall steins, which are quite as large as tliose of the 
sugar-cane, rot and wither into the earth, barely leaving a 
, ti’acc of their existence. 

During all my wanderings in the valley, I saw only one 
snake, and that of veiy diminutive dimensions—not tliicker 
than a large worm, llattlesmikcs were said to e.xist there, 
but none have been seen for yq^rs. 
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Ox my return to Mr. Kells, I found sonic letters uwaiting 
me wliich called me back to r'ninci.sco: rather a provoking 
thing, as 1 had laid out my accounts to \ isit Monterey, San 
Diego, and tho coast countries in that dm;elion. I also 
found other food for ve.xation, in the scrawled and blotted 
slate of a large note-hook that I had left in my room, con¬ 
taining memoranda of my rainbles, which, as I transcribed 
and amjilificd, 1 erased, that I might tlie more readily refer 
to tho remainder. It ajiiiearcd tliat an Indian wM-haca 
(young girl), who had acted in the capacities of chamber¬ 
maid luid kitchen-maid, got hold of llie book, and amused 
herself in manufacturing hieroglyphics in imitation of mine, 
rendering several pages completely illegible, which entailed 
consideralilo trouble on mo, and afforded me tlie satisfaction 
of getting laughed at, as I look the unsophisticated crea¬ 
ture to task for the mischief. 

I set out next day on my return, packing my kit on a 
second horse, and taking a vaquero .with me to bring back 
the animals; but on reaching tlie emhareadero, I, had the 
mortification to find that tlie little steamer had been witli- 
drawn from Uie station; and as at that season the winds pre- 
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vail from tlie north and north-west, causing sailing craft to 
make tedious passages, I determined on sending my lug¬ 
gage by water, and going overlaud myself. But to accom¬ 
plish this, it was necessary either to buy or hire a horse, 
as 1 could not take Mr. Kell’s nag any farther. I ascer¬ 
tained on inquiiy tliat I might suit myself at a Mr. Martin's, 
whose rauclie was a few miles off, in the direction in which 
my route lay. As 1 was proceeding towards it, walking 
leisurely, in a meditative mood, tlirough a herd of cattle, 
fi jealous bull broke in upon my reverie, and made me re¬ 
treat precipitately into some trees, that very fortunately 
were elose at liand, amongst which I evaded him, and by 
means of a riven limb got into a fork aboTit eight feet 
from the ground. He came riglit under mo, bellowing and 
tearing up the earth, and pertinaciously remained, tliough 
1 waited half-an-hour, hoping to tire him out; but as no 
reprieve appeared likely to arrive, and seeing that my only 
means of escape was by shooting him, I drew my pistol 
from my belt, and stretched my arm down. He at the 
same time raised his head up until the muzzle almost came 
in contact witli it, tlms enabling me to make a certain and 
speedy job of it, for ho fell with the report, and scarcely 
even quivered. 

Mr. Martin is a gentleinan well advanced in years, and 
nearly transmuted into a Spaniard, from his long residence 
in the countiy, not even speaking his own language fluently. 
He is a native of Scotland, and ^vas cast away on the coast 
some twenty-flve years ago. He led for some time an erra¬ 
tic and strangely chequered life, until he became the inmate 
of a Spanish family, amongst which he found his present 
wife, witli whom he received, as a marriage portion, his 
present rancho, one of gi’cnt extent and fertility. 

SefSora Martin reminded mo of Dr. Parr’s pedantic de¬ 
signation of the late Ijady Blessington, being really a 
“gorgeous” pereonage—tall, finely moulded, of that volup¬ 
tuous style of beauty tliat comes within George the Fourth's ' 
category of “fat, brown, and forty.” flev three daughters 
are about the most faultlessly beautiful girls I ever saw; 
and in that country, where personal charms are so warmly 
appreciated, and marriages take place at so early an age, I 
expected to have discovered seveml nialetas in the house. 

I did not meet so well fumishsd and regulated a house¬ 
hold in all my peregrinations as Sefior Martin’s; eveiQr 
article being of a good and handsome description, all in 
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theu' proper places, and scrupulously neat. The house, a 
spocioiis one, contained several rooms, all distinct from 
each other, entered from a long pia7,za extending along the 
entire front of the building. 1 hero-revelled in the huauy 
of a regidiirly-fumislied bed and chamber, stretching my¬ 
self betwixt sheets of snowy whiteness, and nestling my 
head on a tastefully fringed pillow, secure from tlie shafts 
of the sleepless musquito, within gauze curtains arranged 
ill the stead of other dmiiery, widi a Yankee cluck to eu- 
tiup me into a long moming’s nap. 

T could not induce Sehor Mai'tin to sell me a horse or 
mule under any consideration; but I luul tin; option of 
choosing any one from amongst Ids entire stock, selling it 
when 1 reached my destination, and sending him theipro- 
coeds by a trading captain ho named: a kindness'for which, 
1 suppose, I was indebb'd to ray being a brother Briton. 
But, iiotwithstauJiug the urgency of my business, he 
would not heal' of my leaving next day. on which, tlie day 
being Kunday, 1 aeconqiaided J^eiiora Marlin and her in¬ 
teresting family to jmiyers, at the Mission Church of-Santa 
Climi. Our drive was a sweet one of netiriy four miles, 
principally over Sellor Martin’s lands, partly in the direc¬ 
tion of the pueblo of San Jose. 

The Mission is built, in unison with the prevailing de¬ 
signs of those ecclesiastical establishments, the rectories 
and church, of adobe, and is in a better state of repair 
»md pi'cservation than most of tlie otlior Missions; owing, 
1 conceive, to its contiguity to the pueldo, as several of-the 
inhabitants make a practice of frequenting it on church- 
going days, in preference to hearing mass at home; for 
tiioy can combine recreation with piety in strolling along 
the noble ahtmeda (shady avenue), which exteud,s the greater 
part of the way, in whoso delicious shade devout reflections 
and inspirations of sanctity are wont to be invoked by 
pious pilgi’ims as they saunter along to the shrine of their 
religious duties. Those devotees,, on .tlie day in question, 
as indeed on all occasions of the sort, were jirincipally 
composed of the softer sox, the others contenting them¬ 
selves with a bare profession of i^ith, being rather Wtnsjgas 
than pillms of the church, as some wag remarked of a 
great stickler for bis creed, who never entered the precincts 
of such an edifice, or subjected himself to any of its-self- 
denying ordinations. 

The interior of tlio church is spacious,!but-{flain even to 
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coarseness. It is hung round with prints and figui-es, pa¬ 
rables in pointing and carving, in 'which the design is so 
obscuTe-that, like the signboard where tlie identity of the 
lion was doubtful, they require a key to elucidation. There 
is only one padre now attached to the Mission, whose 
labours are altogetlier confined to his clerical duties; for 
there, as well as hi all the otliei’s, tlie schools of trade and 
education have been abandoned, and tlie Indians pennitted 
to relapse into tlieir primitive barbarism. 

A body of French Jesuits lately visited the valley, with 
a view to promote secular education; hut the jealousy of 
the Spanish clergy was so inveterata, tliat tliey would not 
be allowed any footing, much to the chagrin and disap¬ 
pointment of the numerous settlers, one of whose most 
perple.ving difficulties is the education of tlieir children. 

The lands around Siuita Clara me about the finest in the 
valley, and are prhicipally in tlie possession of “ Old Comi- 
tiy” settlers, wlio bought their interests from tlie different 
incumbents: purchases which, I have my fears, will be 
disturbed, from the tenor of Carey Jones's report respect¬ 
ing church property, already quoted, and from the fact that 
the jirescnt occupiers, for the most i)ait, are immigrants from 
the “ sea-girt isles.” There arc tlie remains of e.vtensivo 
orchards, gardens, and vineyards adjoining tlie church and 
residence of the padres; but the walls have crumbled down, 
and tlie nnpnined trees have run into a tangled mass of 
wild shoots, looped together with tlie tendrils of viuious 
parasites, bearing only an abortive fruit, that conveys a 
faint resemblance of the delicious varieties that hung upon 
tlieir branches in the,palmy days of Mission management. 

Next morning, through tlie kindness of my c.xcellent 
host, 1 was saved the trouble of selecting a horse; for after 
breakfast I saw a spicy nag, fully capaidsoiied, paraded in 
front of tile house by a vaqiiero, which Sefior Martin 
informed me was intended for my use, at tlie same time 
giving me a superb pair of Mexican spurs as a souvenir; * 
after which 1' went to say my addios to the ladies, who were 
in a group under tlie verandali, constituting a family pic¬ 
ture, tlie veiy personification of domestic felicity and jier- 
sonal loveliness. I felt an aifecting tingle peivadn my 
nerves as I went through the ceremony of leave-taking, 
which w'as augmented in no smalLdegi'ee as Sefiorita Julia, 
gently pushed forward by her momma, iiresented me with 
a pretty silken purse, the joint production of the fair sister- 



hooil; a compliment so gi'acious, so wholly unexpected, nnd 
tendered by so young and lovely a girl, with such an jart- 
less but eiiehantiug sincerity of manner, that it impressed 
rao with emotions of the most tender gratitude, which, I 
fear, I failed to convey with becoming feeling in the few 
tliaukful expressions of acknowledgment I managed to 
utter. I cantered off amidst tlie kindly nddioa of this 
chaiming family; and as I rapidly skirted the extremity of 
the beautiful buy, I resigned niy horse to his own impulses, 
carried away in a cuirent of mminations on tho subject of 
malctits, and that pantomimic mode of eliciting reciprocity 
of sontiuicut on the most important and evontiul condition 
of society, while I also iiidulgcil in interjectionid conjec¬ 
tures as to whether or not Seflorita Julia had ever had a 
malctd sent her. 

The scenery along the bay shore is of a quiet but pleasing 
character; the moimtain sides and skirts serrated' with deep 
ravines, densely timbered, and opening into numerous vis¬ 
tas, across which the deta' bounded, startled bj-the unusual 
eeboes of my progress. At times I emerged into wide 
tracts of open countiy, subsiding into banging slopes from 
the ridge of mountains that niu ])araUel ludween the bay 
and tbc ocean, covered to their summits with a luxuriant 
growth of wild oats and barley. 

Being alone, and wishing to reach Francisco before dai'k, 
I pushed iilong at a pace tluit would keep me hi a good 
place with a pack of liarviers; and after a fe w hours, aiTived 
at the ranche of Dun Antonio Sanchez, a distainje, of over 
forty miles, just as the family dinner was being served up, 
to which I was hospitably invited, and fidt just in tbc vein 
for tile meal after my appc.-tisiiig canter. J got there a 
snui[)le of aymnliente of most excellent quality, that made 
as agreeable a potion as jiotmi or Cognac: a proof tliat, 
with proper care, a capital spirit may be produced. J rested 
two hours, and procured fi good feed of barley for my horse. 

, who rosunied his journey with us much pluck aud spirit as 
that in which he had commenced it. 

.1 got to the Mission of St. Francis Dolores sutRciently 
early in the oveuiug to give time for a .sti’oll round its pre¬ 
cincts. The ancient bounds of the Mission are about the 
same extent as Santa Clara, and like it, too, tliey are In a 
somewhat better state of repair and prttservatioii than tho 
general rtin of tliosc establishments; but there is quite a 
town springing up about it, owing to the prevailing epi- 



jr-iflanocs.tHBouaat'mE 

demie of lot t^calation. It is a favourite place of rosoit 
onjSiiHCte 5 is> far'llie Francisco Cocfcn^fB, who may be seen 
piek'aidujag on the hill-sitles, paddling about the bay 
.shores, and scrambling over the heights, with fully the in¬ 
dustry and. enterprising inquisitiveness of their Bow-bell 
brethren on their rural expeditions. The lands are of the 
finest description, aud fully cropped with pre-emption 
squatters', elbowing each other in ten-itorial anticipations. 

The.road thence to Francisco is over aud around sand¬ 
hills, partially covered with scrubby evergreen oak, wild 
gooseberry-bushes, and other sliritljs and brambles, that 
haveimt as yet been Imptised in the botanical font; but 
it is mirv^ed most of the way, ami laid out in streets 
and s<juares 4 which ,as I before remarked, bewilder tiic 
traveller, who, in vain looking for the outlines of the city, 
calls to mind dreadful legends of quicksands and earth¬ 
quakes of immemorial voracity. I, however, succeeded 
in reaching the retd city before dark, and next day, l)y the 
aid of a little puffing, found a customer for the game little 
horse, at a price that must have pleased, if not astonished, 
jxxy good fifiend Mr. Martin. 

And now, gentle readci’, it comes to our turn to pai*t, 
after having travelled some tlionsands of miles good- 
humouredly together; for rambles, like every othcjr sub- 
ItRMcy undertaking, must have on end at some point or 
period. In saying farewell, however, pei-mit me to express 
a hope that we may meet again, tnivelling “ in search of 
the picturesque" or marvellous; for I do not intend to sit 
down for the remainder of my days, kicking niy heels 
against the le^ of mv cliair. Like most ramblers, 1 have 
contracted quite a rancy for change of scene; and if I 
can only muster courage enough to gratify the propensity, 
you will veiy probably hear of me on some “dissolute 
island,” dressed like Brian O’Lynn, who had “ no coat to 
put on,” waiting for some stray ship to restore me to my 
sorrowing friends. 

Perhaps, too, in recotmting my erratic movements, I 
may' be 'enabled to weave a moral into tlie narrative, which 
I’ vainty^ endeavoured to do in the present case, though, 
mayhap, such a moral may lie ensconced in a comer witii- 
out my ever dreaming of it: a circumstance, 1 am told, 
not of unfrequent occurrence in the literature of the day, 
the majority of authors being such a marvelloiTsly proper 
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delectable tone of dieir niituls, and a fine etbie lesBOit 
ntly bue.'dc the shell, })ecommg full-fledged before the 
tor of its being even bestows a. thought <m the hatehr 
of it. 

Betwixt ourselves aud the wuU,” liowever, I will ea®* 
ly admit, tliat neither tlio journey nor my book was 
lertoken under any philanthropic impulse. Tho truth 
that having no potatoes to dig at home, I set out with 
iew of keeping my hand in practice by digging in. tlm 
-intiful fields of California. But tbougb there was uo 
in tile crop there, nor greedy landlords to watch mo, 1 
nd that the produce was most jealously guarded by 
les, level’s, scurvies, and rheumntisiiis, ever ready to 
■inco upon tho avaricious intnider; and 1 saw some, who 
:’cd to brave tho terror of (hose sleepless guai'dians, 
rried to death hi their rcleiitloss huigs, and "others, 
ircoly moi-c Ibi-tunale, cra\i’Ung away fi’oni tlie encounter, 
liineil aud shaken to tlie hniiost sources of vitality, 
rinit ino to ask you, (utn “life be sweet” whose every 
Isiiliou inflicts a sling, that throbs to tlie agony of some 
awing malady, wliicli i.s draggeil out in sighs and 
Jans, and the toi-tuvings of regret and renlorse, tantalised 
lu.vuries it dine not taste, Jliougb within reacli of tlie 
)ld tlio acquisition of wiiich entailed tlioso ijTemediable 
iscries? 

Wretched victim of cupidity! your riclies are vile trash, 
)ur reiHiiings arc unavailing, your sufferings lu-e ineradi- 
ble. (fold cannot avert your promiiturc fate, induce one 
y of consolation, or propitiate tlie serene smiles or blcss- 
gs of health which you biu’tcred with the demon of avarice, 
ifo is only sweet when conscience sits calmly on its 
irono, when its sourci's ai’e unpolluted by disease, even 
longh it he spent ou the bare necessaries required lor its 
jsteiitation. It is seldom the sweeter for gold. No; gold 
lore fre<pieiitly ciiihittei’s its I’elations; yet to become 
ossesseil of it, we toil, aud work, and go to law, and fight 
-nations us well as individuals—and w’hen posses-sed, is 
; not squandered in health-destroying puieuits and sinfhl 
ccupatioiis, producing enervating excitement for the 
linute, while the hour is eked out in morbid cravir^ 
nd maddening reflections ? On die other hand, placid, 
malloyed happiness fl&s its abode in the raoi’e bumble 
welling, where gold is a stranger; where ihfi wages of 
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exortion (it« appetite and sweet repose, and where 
pleasure and enjoyment are Spontaneous visitors to 
H^den the pauses of labour. I imagine I hear your 
replyt “That is all mighiy fine; hut though true in tlie 
main, few would accept happiness on the tcnns, if they 
had the option of gilding Aeir career;” an observation 
in which I cannot help coinciding. Nay, I will go further, 
Srod candidly admit, even after elaborating these opinions 
with cotosiderable effort, that one of the stronge'St stimu¬ 
lants to my scribbling was the desire of gaining gold. 


a WE KNP. 






